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SAR teams up with Italian firm to launch SAR 200M luxury train

LINK: https://www.argaam.com/en/article/articledetail/id/1700440 

Saudi  Arabia Rai lways
(SAR) announced signing
an agreement with Italy's
Arsenale Group to launch
the "Dream of the Desert"
luxury  t ra in ,  w i th  an
investment of SAR 200
million. The agreement is
valid for 25 years, said the
c o m p a n y  o n  s o c i a l
messaging plat form X,
noting that the train trips
wil l start in the fourth
quarter of 2025. SAR stated
that the first stage of the
route will be from the Al-
Shamal train station in
Riyadh, passing through
Hail and ending at Al-
Qurayyat train station. The
company added that the
duration of the trip of the
40-cabin t ra in wi l l  be
between one and two
nights .
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Saudi Arabia to launch ME's first luxurious 'Dream of the Desert'

train
LINK: https://www.htsyndication.com/siasat-daily/article/saudi-arabia-to-launch-me-s-first-luxurious--dream-of-the-desert--train/78774492 
Riyadh, Jan. 25 -- In a
groundbreaking move, the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
has signed an agreement to
launch the luxurious 'Dream
of the Desert' train service
for the first time in the
Kingdom and the Middle
East  and North Afr ica
( M E N A )  r e g i o n .  T o
introduce this innovative
service, Saudi Railways
(SAR) and the I ta l ian
A r s e n a l e  G r o u p  o n
Thursday,  January 25,
entered into a 200 million
S a u d i  R i y a l s  ( R s
4,43,22,32,742) agreement
with the Italian Arsenale
Group in Riyadh. The train
will consist of 40 luxury
cabins, and the route of the
first trips will start from the
Al-Shamal train station in
Riyadh, passing through
Hail and ending at the
passenger train station in
Qurayyat. Reservations for
the 'Dream of the Desert'
train are scheduled to ...
Click here to read full article
from source
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'Dream of the Desert': Saudi Arabia set to roll out Middle East's first

luxury train service; See pics
LINK: https://me.mashable.com/culture/37430/dream-of-the-desert-saudi-arabia-set-to-roll-out-middle-easts-first-luxury-train-service-see-pics 
The Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia has embarked on a
transformative journey with
t h e  s i g n i n g  o f  a
groundbreaking agreement
to  unve i l  the  opu lent
'Dream of the Desert' train
service. This monumental
initiative not only marks a
first for the Kingdom but
also establ ishes a new
benchmark for luxury train
travel in the Middle East
and North Africa (MENA)
reg i on .  On  Thu r sday ,
January 25, Saudi Railways
(SAR) and the esteemed
Ital ian Arsenale Group
sealed a remarkable 200
m i l l i o n  S a u d i  R i y a l s
agreement  i n  R iyadh ,
signaling a collaborative
effort to bring a touch of
lavish elegance to the heart
of the Arabian desert. Also
read: Saudi Arabia set to
launch f i rst  d ip lomatic
alcohol store; Everything
you need to know The
'Dream of the Desert' train
is poised to redefine luxury,
featuring a total of 40
luxur ious  cab ins .  The
inaugural journeys are set
to commence from the Al-
Shamal train station in
Riyadh, traversing through
the enchanting landscapes
of Hail, and culminating at
the passenger train station
in Qurayyat .  Here 's  a
glimpse of the project:

I m a g e  C r e d i t s :  S P A
Antic ipat ion is a lready
building as reservations for
t h i s  e x c l u s i v e  t r a i n
experience are scheduled to
open towards the end of the
year, with actual operations
slated to commence in the
fourth quarter of 2025. This
visionary venture aligns
s e a m l e s s l y  w i t h  t h e
Nat i ona l  S t ra tegy  fo r
Transport and Logistics, as
highlighted by Engineer
S a l e h  A l - J a s s e r ,  t h e
Minister of Transport and
Logistics. He emphasized
that the introduction of
luxury train services is a
strategic move aimed at
enhancing the quality of life
whi le providing robust
s u p p o r t  t o  n a t i o n a l
strategies. Dr Bashar Al-
M a l i k ,  C E O  o f  S A R ,
underscored the company's
commitment to pioneering
initiatives, noting that the
'Dream of the Desert' train
is a significant addition to
SAR's services. With a focus
o n  t o u r i s m  a n d
entertainment, the train
p r o m i s e s  a  r e g a l
transportation experience
fo r  bo th  v i s i t o r s  and
res idents  a l i ke .  Pao lo
Barletta, Chairman of the
Italian Arsenale Group's
Board of Directors, revealed
that the production stages
of the Desert Dream train

have already commenced in
Italy, aligning with the
announced plan for its
grand entry into service.
Also read: Saudi Arabia to
hos t  a  spec i a l  Wor l d
Economic Forum meeting
soon; Here's everything to
know Cover Image Source:
SPA
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?Dream of the Desert? to elevate Saudi train travel

LINK: https://www.arabnews.com/node/2448046/business-economy 
?Dream of the Desert? to
elevate Saudi train travel 
?Dream of the Desert? to
elevate Saudi train travel 
/node/2448046/business-
economy ?Dream of the
Desert? to elevate Saudi
train travel  The agreement
was signed in Riyadh on
Jan. 25. SPA. Short Url
?Dream of the Desert? to
elevate Saudi train travel 
Updated 25 January 2024
Follow RIYADH: Saudi train
passengers are in for a
luxurious experience as the
Italian-made ?Dream of the
Desert? debuts on the
Kingdom?s railroads.  A
pioneering service in the
Middle East and North
A f r i c a ,  S a u d i  A r a b i a
Railways has collaborated
with the Italian Arsenale
Group in a SR200 million
($53 mi l l i on)  dea l  to
introduce this service.  The
agreement was signed in
Riyadh on Jan. 25 between
SAR?s CEO, Bashar bin
K h a l i d  A l - M a l i k ,  a n d
Chairman of the Italian
group, Paolo Barletta.  Also
present was Minister of
Transport and Logistics
Services Saleh bin Nasser
Al-Jasser, who also serves
as SAR chairman.  This
formalization follows the
init ia l  memorandum of
understanding inked by the
two parties on Mar. 15,
2023, as reported by the

Saud i  P ress  Agency .  
C o m m e n t i n g  o n  t h e
agreement, Al-Jasser said
that introducing luxury train
amenities will elevate the
quality of services and
increase mobility options
within the Kingdom. He
noted that this agreement
aligns with the National
Strategy for Transport and
Logistics initiatives, aiming
to enhance the quality of
life and support critical
strategies.  Highlighting the
transport and logist ics
s e c t o r ? s  c o n t i n u o u s
progress, he emphasized
the boundless backing from
leadership, propelling the
industry to successfully
implement i ts service-
o r i en ted  deve lopment
projects and initiatives. He
also lauded the effective
cooperation and cohesive
integrat ion among the
s y s t e m  a n d  d i v e r s e
stakeholders in advancing
t r a n s p o r t  p a t t e r n s ,
ultimately enhancing the
overa l l  exper ience for
benef ic iar ies.  Al-Mal ik
e m p h a s i z e d  S A R ? s
dedication to its national
role, which is in harmony
w i t h  t h e  b r o a d e r
countrywide strategy for
transport and logistics.  He
highlighted that introducing
the ?Dream of the Desert?
s ign i f i es  a  s ign i f i cant
e n h a n c e m e n t  t o  t h e

c o m p a n y ? s  s e r v i c e s ,
introducing a crucial tourist
and entertainment option
f o r  i t s  c u s t o m e r s .
Additionally, he noted that
the  t ra in  a l l ows  both
visitors and residents of the
Kingdom to explore various
regions through integrated
luxury transport services. 
Barletta highlighted that the
initial production stages of
the train have recently
b e g u n  i n  I t a l y  i n
preparation for entering
service according to the
announced plan.  ?The
booking process for the
train, which features 40
sophisticated cabins, is
scheduled to commence by
the end of 2024. The train
i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  b e
operational in the fourth
quarter of 2025, initiating
its inaugural journey from
north Riyadh train station,
traversing through Hail, and
concluding at the passenger
train station in Qurayyat,?
he announced.  Customer
sa t i s f a c t i on  mus t  f o r
sustainable growth, says
expert Updated 25 January
2024 Hebshi Alshammari
January 25, 2024 16:50
RIYADH: The customer
expe r i ence ,  an  eve r -
evolving topic among the
public and private sectors,
took center stage at a
s p e c i a l i z e d  f o r u m  i n
R i y a d h .   U n d e r  t h e
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p a t r o n a g e  o f  S a u d i
Commerce Minister Majid
Al-Qasabi, the ?Customer
Experience World Forum?
concluded on Jan. 25 under
the theme ?We Are Here.?
The two-day forum was
organized by the Customer
Experience Association as
part of its initiatives to
enhance service efficiency
in both the public and
private sectors. The event
included various sessions
and pane l  d iscuss ions
covering strategies for
enhancing client exchange.
It focused on measuring
experiences and exploring
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r
improvement by applying
artif icial intell igence in
managing interact ions.
Awad Al-Qahtani, founder
and CEO of Steady Pace,
told Arab News that the
customer experience has
become a  ?necessa ry
requirement? at the present
time. ?There is significant
maturity among customers
across various segments in
seek ing serv ices ,  and
c u s t o m e r s  n o w  h a v e
numerous options. Their
focus has shifted from
merely considering price or
q u a l i t y  t o  p l a c i n g
i m p o r t a n c e  o n  t h e
?exper ience,? he said.
Future trends in the client
e x p e r i e n c e  s e c t o r ,
especially in the region,
revolve around several key
aspects. The primary focus
is pursuing sustainable
improvement in interactions

?by retaining customers for
as long as possible.? He
emphasized the importance
of ?focusing on building
emotional connections with
customers? and investing in
augmented reality, AI, and
smart  exper iences.  In
today?s landscape, clients
s e e k  t h e  o p t i m a l
experience, particularly
given the array of choices.
Al-Qahtani underscored that
the decisive factor has
shifted to the customer?s
interaction with the brand
compared to other options.
The CEO affirmed that the
s e c t o r  i s  c u r r e n t l y
exper iencing a mature
stage, and the previously
increasing demand that
lacked attention has now
become essential.  ?Market
research, in general, and
customer experience, in
particular, have become
some of the most important
r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r
customers, as they are now
essential for maintaining
competitive standards in
the market,? he said. There
has  been recent  h igh
interest and demand for
market research solutions,
and  as  the  spec ia l i s t
o b s e r v e d ,  t h e r e  i s
significant maturity today
regarding ?customer focus
and behaviors.? The market
research sector has recently
witnessed a growing and
s i g n i f i c a n t  d e m a n d ,
attributed to the quality
outputs introduced by
professional companies in

th i s  f i e l d .  A l -Qahtan i
concluded that service
seekers have become highly
aware  o f  t he  marke t
r e s e a r c h  s e r v i c e s  i n
enhancing the customer
experience. They remain
conscious of the benefits
and impact on the long-
term trajectory of initiatives
and strategies, making the
success of any undertaking
a l m o s t  g u a r a n t e e d .
Abdulaziz Al-Shamsan, CEO
of the forum, affirmed that
establishments are striving
t o  e n h a n c e  c l i e n t
exchanges. Consequently,
customer experience has
b e c o m e  t h e  k e y  t o
attracting consumers and
distinguishing them from
competitors. ?I believe that
the customer experience in
the region is still in its early
stages and requires further
development and greater
attention,? according to Al-
Shamsan .  He  f u r t he r
h i g h l i g h t e d  t h a t  t h e
increasing presence of AI,
the growth of consumer and
beneficiary needs, and the
heightened awareness of
p r odu c t  d emand  and
competition have made
customer experience a
dec is ive factor  in  the
consumer market. ?Our
goal in the association is for
this event to be a meeting
po in t  f o r  a  g roup  o f
c u s t o m e r  e x p e r i e n c e
professionals at the local
and international levels,? he
c l a r i f i ed .  A l -Shamsan
added: ?Through the forum,
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we aim to create and
enhance the indust ry ,
r a i s i n g  t h e  l e v e l  o f
participation from various
entities in the sector. This
will be achieved through
training workshops, working
papers, panel discussions,
and the participation of
c o m p a n i e s  p r o v i d i n g
various services in the
sector.? He concluded:
?These events  a im to
increase awareness further
about customer experience
and the importance of
focusing on customers.?
Saudi  Arabia launches
National  Biotechnology
Strategy to lead global
innovation  Updated 25
January 2024 Arab News
January 25, 2024 15:51
RIYADH: Localizing vaccine
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a n d
improving the health of
Saudi citizens are among
the key goals of a new
National  Biotechnology
Strategy,  launched by
Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman on Thursday. 
The new initiative also aims
t o  s a f e g u a r d  t h e
environment, achieve food
and water security, and
sol idi fy the Kingdom?s
position as a global leader
in the sector, according to
the Saudi Press Agency. 
One of the major focuses of
the initiative is localizing
vaccine manufacturing to
increase the Kingdom?s
self-sufficiency and ensure
timely access to these
medicines for its citizens. 

Furthermore, the program
t a r g e t s  a  3  p e r c e n t
c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e
biotechnology sector to the
non-oi l  gross domestic
product by 2040, with a
cumulative impact of SR130
billion ($34.66 billion), in
add i t i on  to  p rov id ing
thousands of high-quality
opportunities and jobs. 
These initiatives are aligned
with the Kingdom?s Vision
2 0 3 0  o b j e c t i v e s .   
? L o c a l i z a t i o n  a n d
biomanufacturing play a
vital role in driving the
strategy forward, as Saudi
Arabia aims to establish
i t se l f  as  the  p r imary
biotechnology hub in the
MENA (Middle East and
North Africa) region,? said
the SPA report, adding:
?Deve lop ing  advanced
biopharma manufacturing
capabilities and establishing
a cutting-edge local end-to-
end b io-manufactur ing
platform are crucial steps.? 
The program focuses on
four strategic directions,
including vaccines, with an
emphasis on local iz ing
v a c c i n e  p r o d u c t i o n ,
export ing, and leading
innovation in the field. 
Additionally, it prioritizes
biomanufacturing, aiming to
increase the consumption
a n d  l o c a l i z a t i o n  o f
biopharmaceuticals. The
strategy also highlights
genomics, with a focus on
pioneering research and
gene therapy.  Lastly, plant
enhancement is  a key

aspect, involving efforts to
improve cult ivation for
enhanced self-sufficiency
and to lead innovation in
enhanced seeds.   The
Kingdom, being the largest
r e g i o n a l  m a r k e t  f o r
p h a r m a c e u t i c a l s  a n d
vaccines, has strategically
invested in biotechnology-
re la ted  sec to rs .  I t  i s
committed to developing
and training national talent
in research, development,
and  i nnova t i on  wh i l e
enabling a competitive and
digital infrastructure.  The
country?s genetic diversity
and geographical climate
provide ideal conditions for
conducting complex studies
and research.  The strategy
aims to empower the local
biotechnology industry by
streamlining regulatory
requirements, providing
suitable infrastructure, and
offering financing. Through
its various programs and
init iat ives, i t  seeks to
stimulate efforts by private
sector investors in this
field.  The launch of this
national scheme aims to
provide a flexible regulatory
environment and advanced
infrastructure, fostering
integration between the
public and private sectors. 
US carmaker Lucid Group to
b o o s t  m a n u f a c t u r i n g
capabilit ies Updated 25
January 2024 Arab News
January 25, 2024 15:57
RIYADH: Saudi-backed
carmaker Lucid Group is on
t r a c k  t o  b o l s t e r  i t s
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manufacturing capabilities
thanks to a new expansion
o f  i t s  U S  A d v a n c e d
Manufacturing Plant, known
a s  A M P - 1 .   T h i s
deve lopment  wi l l  he lp
propel the building capacity
ahead of production of the
company?s  new  f u l l y
e l ec t r i c  spor t s  u t i l i t y
vehicle, the Lucid Gravity,
and to support  future
growth, according to a
statement.  The firm, which
is 60 percent owned by the
K i n g d o m ? s  P u b l i c
I n v e s t m e n t  F u n d ,  i s
ramping up its production
capabilities, and opened its
f i r s t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
manufacturing facility, AMP-
2, in Saudi Arabia?s King
Abdullah Economic City in
September 2023. ?The
e x p a n s i o n  o f  o u r
manufacturing footprint in
Arizona is a significant
milestone for the company,
as we prepare for the next
phase of Lucid?s growth,?
said Peter Rawlinson, CEO
and chief technology officer
at Lucid.  He added: ?Our
expanded state-of-the-art
factory will allow us to
continue to deliver our
great cars to our customers
around the world, including
the Lucid Gravity in the
near future.?  The AMP-1
expansion includes a new 3
million sq. ft. manufacturing
f a c i l i t y  a s  we l l  a s  a
w a r e h o u s e .   O n c e
complete, it will bring about
a new general assembly
line, a new quality and

semi-knock down centers,
and expanded body and
paint shops.  In addition to
this, it will also include a
relocated logistics center
and  a  r e l o ca t ed  and
e x p a n d e d  p o w e r t r a i n
facility.  In December 2023,
L u c i d ? s  G l o b a l  V i c e
President Faisal Sultan
r e v e a l e d  t h e
firm had assembled almost
800 cars in its Saudi factory
to date.  The facility has an
initial capacity to produce
5,000 electric vehicles a
y e a r ,  a f t e r  t h e
Kingdom?s government
p ledged to buy up to
100,000 units from it over
10 years. Visa joins KAFD in
digital payment access
boost Updated 25 January
2024 ARAB NEWS  January
25, 2024 15:24 RIYADH:
Businesses in King Abdullah
Financial District are poised
f o r  a d v a n c e d  d i g i t a l
payment access with card
service provider Visa joining
the Riyadh economic hub,
reinforcing global economic
connections.  Visa is an
internationally recognized
compay in  the  sec tor ,
facil itating transactions
b e t w e e n  c o n s u m e r s ,
m e r c h a n t s ,  f i n a n c i a l
institutions and government
entities across numerous
countries and territories. 
KAFD announced the news
in a post on X saying:
?We?re happy to welcome
Visa to our financial district
a s  pa r t  o f  t he  KAFD
business community, as it

helps power the global
economy by connecting
businesses, banks and
governments in more than
2 0 0  c o u n t r i e s  a n d
territories worldwide.? 
Following its acquisition by
Saud i  Arab ia?s  Pub l i c
Investment  Fund,  the
distr ict  has evolved to
become a prime business
and lifestyle destination
capturing the core values of
V i s i o n  2 0 3 0 .    K A F D
provides businesses access
t o  a d v a n c e d  o f f i c e
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  a n d
susta inable smart  c i ty
s o l u t i o n s ,  w h i l e
s i m u l t a n e o u s l y
offering leisure and retail
facilities.  We?re happy to
welcome @VisaCEMEA to
our financial district as part
of the #KAFD business
community, as it helps
power the global economy
by connecting businesses,
banks and governments in
more than 200 countries
and territories worldwide
pic.twitter.com/UL2pyEq6JU
? KAFD | ???? (@Kafd)
January 25, 2024 The deal
with Visa is the latest
collaboration between Saudi
Arabia and the company,
w i th  past  agreements
including the establishment
a first-of-its-kind tourism
data lab in May 2023 to
p rov ide  t rave l  t rends
i n s i g h t s .   T h e  S a u d i
Tourism Authority inked a
m e m o r a n d u m  o f
understanding with the
financial services company
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to explore innovative ways
to enhance the vis i tor
experience and advance the
K ingdom?s  hosp i ta l i t y
industry.   The partnership
was  suppor ted  by  the
payment database VisaNet,
which delivers a variety of
data on incoming tourists
and substantial information
on how governments can
maximize their cashless
approach, a press release
noted at that time.   The
collaboration is in line with
Saudi Arabia?s National
Tourism Strategy, which
seeks to attract 150 million
visitors by 2030.  Closing
bell: Saudi main index
steady as trading turnover
hits $1.93bn Updated 25
January 2024 Arab News
January 25, 2024 15:41
RIYADH: Saudi Arabia?s
Tadawul All Share Index
was steady on Thursday, as
it shed just 12.62 points or
0.1 percent to close at
12,161.56.  The index
posted a trading value of
SR7.22  b i l l i on  ($1 .93
billion) with 121 stocks
a d v a n c i n g  a n d  9 5
declining.  The Kingdom?s
paral lel market, Nomu,
surged by 1.15 percent to
25,248.70. However, the
MSCI Tadawul Index slipped
by 0.15 percent to close at
1 , 5 8 3 . 1 8 .  T h e  b e s t -
performing stock of the day
on the main index was
Arabian Pipes Co. The
company?s share price
surged by 5.75 percent to
SR132.40.  Al Mawarid

Manpower Co. and Gulf
Insurance Group, a lso
emerged as top performers
as their share prices soared
by 3.72 percent and 3.65
percent respectively.  The
worst performer of the day
was media  g iant  MBC
Group, as its share price
dipped by 9.88 percent to
S R 5 8 . 4 0 .   O n  t h e
announcements  f r on t ,
A lmuna jem Foods  Co .
revealed that its net profit
for the fourth quarter of
2023 surged to SR81.6
million, up 382.84 percent
compared to the same
period in 2022.  However,
the company?s overall net
prof i t  for 2023 dipped
slightly by 3.02 percent to
SR282.2 million, compared
to the previous year.  
Meanwhile, Saudi Electricity
Co. announced that it has
f u l l y  r e d e e m e d  i t s
international sukuk listed on
the Irish Stock Exchange,
issued on Sept. 27, 2018. 
In another statement to
Tadawul, SEC said that it
has also completed the
redemption of its local
sukuk listed on the Saudi
bourse.   The company
added  tha t  i t s  4 ,000
international sukuk are due
on Jan. 27. The nominal
value of each sukuk upon
redemption is SR750,000,
while the total value is SR3
billion.  On the other hand,
the company?s 4,500 local
sukuk are due on Jan. 30.
The nominal value per
sukuk upon redemption is

SR1 million, while the total
value stands at SR4.5
billion.  Avalon Pharma, a
Saudi-based pharmaceutical
company, which is gearing
up for its initial public
offering announced the
completion of the book-
b u i l d i n g  p r o c e s s  f o r
participating parties and the
final offer price for the IPO,
the firm?s financial adviser
and book-runner Aldukheil
Financial Group said.  The
final offer price for the
offering has been set at
SR82 per share, implying a
market capitalization of
SR1.64 billion.  The retail
subscription period will last
for three days, which will
commence on Jan.30 and
will end on Feb.1.   Albilad
Capital announced that the
IPO of Albilad MSCI Saudi
Growth exchange-traded
funds closed on Jan. 24. In
a Tadawul statement, it
noted that the fund raised
SR19 million and will start
operations on Jan. 31.
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Saudi Arabia Unveils Luxurious 'Dream Of The Desert' Train Service -

ARAB TIMES - KUWAIT NEWS
LINK: https://www.arabtimesonline.com/news/saudi-arabia-unveils-luxurious-dream-of-the-desert-train-service/ 
This news has been read
454 times! Italian-made
?Dream of the Desert?
Train unveiled for Saudi Rail
passengers. RIYADH, Saudi
Arabia, Jan 25: Passengers
on Saudi Arabia?s railways
are set to experience a new
level of luxury with the
debut of the Italian-made
?Dream of the Desert?
train. In a groundbreaking
move for the Middle East
and North Africa region,
Saudi  Arabia Rai lways
(SAR) has entered into a
SR200 million ($53 million)
dea l  w i th  the  I t a l i an
Arsenale Group to introduce
this innovative service. The
formal  agreement was
signed in Riyadh on January
25, with SAR?s CEO, Bashar
bin Khalid Al-Malik, and
Chairman of the Italian
group,  Pao lo  Bar let ta ,
put t ing pen to  paper .
Minister of Transport and
Logistics Services Saleh bin
Nasser Al-Jasser, who also
serves as SAR chairman,
was also present during the
signing ceremony. This
significant development
f o l l o w s  t h e  i n i t i a l
m e m o r a n d u m  o f
understanding signed by
the two parties on March
15, 2023, as reported by
the Saudi Press Agency.
The collaboration aims to
elevate the train travel

experience in the kingdom,
bringing a touch of Italian
luxury to Saudi railways.
This news has been read
454 times! 25/01/2024
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Unveiling The Opulent Dream Of The Desert Luxury Train In Saudi

Arabia By 2025
LINK: https://arablocal.com/news/unveiling-the-opulent-dream-of-the-desert-luxury-train-in-saudi-arabia-by-2025 
In a historic collaboration
between Saud i  Arab ia
Railways (SAR) and the
prestigious Italian Arsenale
Group, the opulent Dream
of the Desert luxury train
service is set to grace the
landscapes of Saudi Arabia
in 2025. Featuring 40 lavish
c a b i n s  c a p a b l e  o f
accommodating up to 80
discerning passengers, this
exquisite train is scheduled
to arrive in Saudi Arabia
during the summer of 2025,
with its inaugural journey
commencing in November
of the same year. The
formal agreement between
Dr. Bashar Al-Malik, SAR's
CEO, and Paolo Barletta,
CEO of the Arsenale Group,
was solidified at a recent
signing ceremony, attended
by Eng. Saleh Al-Jasser,
Minister of Transport and
Logistics, and SAR's Board
of Directors Chairman. This
collaboration stems from a
m e m o r a n d u m  o f
understanding signed on
March 15, 2023, aiming to
introduce the first-ever "rail
cruising" experience across
Saudi Arabia. The 770-mile
route from Riyadh, through
Hail, to Al-Qurayat in the
north, near the Jordanian
border, promises a unique
a n d  l u x u r i o u s  t r a v e l
adventure. Speaking at the
event, Minister Al-Jasser

expressed excitement about
the introduction of luxury
train services, marking a
g r o u n d b r e a k i n g
development in the Middle
East  and North Afr ica
region. He emphasized how
this initiative aligns with the
Nat i ona l  S t ra tegy  fo r
Transport and Logistics
Services, contributing to
enhanced quality of life and
supporting key national
strategies. Highlighting the
tremendous support from
visionary leaders, Minister
Al-Jasser applauded the
co l laborat ion 's  ro le  in
enhancing transportation
routes and elevating the
o v e r a l l  p a s s e n g e r
experience. CEO of SAR, Dr.
Al-Malik, reaffirmed SAR's
c o m m i t m e n t  t o
s p ea r h ead i n g  q ua l i t y
initiatives in line with the
Nat i ona l  S t ra tegy  fo r
Transport and Logistics
Services. He underlined the
Dream of the Desert luxury
t ra in  as  a  s ign i f i cant
addition to SAR's service
p o r t f o l i o ,  p r o v i d i n g
t r a v e l e r s  w i t h  a n
unpara l l e l ed  mode  o f
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d
en t e r t a i nmen t .  P ao l o
Barletta, CEO of Arsenale
Group, shared insights into
the ongoing preparations
for the Dream of the Desert
train, drawing parallels with

the iconic Orient Express in
terms o f  comfor t  and
luxury. With an investment
exceed ing 200 mi l l ion
r iyals,  Arsenale Group
special izes in high-end
travel, international hotel
and resort management,
and luxury hospitality. The
company envisions long-
term plans for s imi lar
luxury services, boasting a
fleet of six tourist trains in
Italy. As anticipation builds,
the Dream of the Desert
luxury train promises not
only a remarkable journey
but also an opportunity for
locals and tourists alike to
explore the beauty of Saudi
Arabia in unparalleled style
and comfort.
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Saudi Arabia announces luxury train service 'Dream of the Desert' -

News
LINK: https://dailyguardian.ae/saudi-arabia-announces-luxury-train-service-dream-of-the-desert-news/ 
Facebook Twitter LinkedIn
Pinterest Email Saudi Arabia
on Saturday (Jan 27)
announced the plan to
launch the ?Dream of the
Desert? train service. A
f i rst-of- i ts-k ind in the
Middle East and North
Africa region, the 40-cabin
luxury train will add extra
quality services and options
to the kingdom?s means of
transportation, reported
SPA. Saudi Arabia Railways
(SAR) partnered with the
Italian Arsenale Group, a
specialist in administrating
luxurious train trips, to
launch the ?Dream of the
Desert? service. The 40
luxury-cabin ?Dream of the
Desert? train will be open
for bookings at the end of
2024, and actual operation
will begin in the fourth
quarter of 2025. The first
trips will start from the
North Train Stat ion in
Riyadh, run through Hail
and end at Al Qurayyat
train station. ?This is one of
the initiatives the National
Strategy for Transport and
Logist ics has taken to
improve the quality of life
a n d  s u p p o r t  l e a d i n g
national strategies,? said
Saudi Minister of Transport
and Logistic Services and
Chairman of the Saudi
Arabia Rai lways (SAR)
Engineer Saleh bin Nasser

Al Jasser at the signing
ceremony held in Riyadh.
Stay up to date with the
latest news. Follow KT on
WhatsApp Channels. He
underlined the considerable
support received by the
transport and logist ics
sec to r  f rom the  w i se
leadership, which enables it
to carry out its projects,
services and development
initiatives, and praised the
cooperation between the
transport sector and various
stakeholders in the field,
which helps develop it and
improve the experience of
beneficiaries. SAR CEO Dr
Ba sha r  A l  Ma l i k  and
Chairman of the Arsenale
Group Paolo Barletta signed
the agreement, which is
part of a memorandum of
understanding the two sides
signed on March 15, 2023.
Al Malik underscored SAR?s
c o m m i t m e n t  t o
imp l emen t i ng  qua l i t y
initiatives emanating from
the company?s strategy
associated with the National
Transport and Logistics
Strategy, noting that the
?Dream of the Desert? train
will be a great addition to
the services of the company
as it adds an important
tourist and entertainment
option to the list of services
to i ts  customers,  and
e n a b l e s  v i s i t o r s  a n d

residents to discover more
areas of the Kingdom while
enjoying luxurious transport
services. Paolo Barletta said
that the initial production
stages of the train have
recently begun in Italy, in
preparation for having it
enter into service according
to the announced plan.
Inputs from SPA
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The ?Dream of the Desert? Luxury Train Service has been

Announced by Saudi Arabia.
LINK: https://theemiratestimes.com/the-dream-of-the-desert-luxury-train-service/ 
The Emirates Times 0 The
inauguration of the ?Dream
of the Desert? train service
was announced by Saudi
Arabia on January 27. The
40-cabin luxury train, a first
for the Middle East and
North Africa, will enhance
t h e  k i n g d o m ? s
transportation options and
services with more high-
quality services, according
to SPA. Launching the
?Dream of the Desert?
serv i ce ,  Saud i  A rab ia
Railways (SAR) teamed up
with the Italian Arsenale
G r oup ,  a n  e xpe r t  i n
managing opulent train
excursions. Reservations for
the 40-cabin ?Dream of the
Desert? train will open at
the end of  2024, and
service is scheduled to start
in the fourth quarter of
2025. The initial journeys
will begin at Riyadh?s North
rail Station, travel through
Hail, and conclude at the Al
Qurayyat rail station. At the
signing ceremony in Riyadh,
Saudi Minister of Transport
and Logistic Services and
Chairman of the Saudi
Arabia Rai lways (SAR),
Engineer Saleh bin Nasser
Al Jasser, said, ?This is one
o f  the  in i t i a t i ves  the
Nat i ona l  S t ra tegy  fo r
Transport and Logistics has
taken to  improve the
quality of life and support

leading national strategies.?
Also Read:
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Dream of the Desert: Saudi Arabia is launching its own luxury train

LINK: https://edition.cnn.com/travel/dreams-of-the-desert-saudi-arabia-luxury-train 

Dream of the Desert: Saudi
Arabia is launching its own
luxury train By Tamara
Hard ingham-G i l l ,  CNN
Updated 10:21 AM EST,
Mon January 29, 2024 Link
Copied! A rendering of
luxury train Dream of the
Desert, which is due to
launch in Saudi Arabia in
2025. Arsenale S.P.A./Saudi
Arabia Railways Editor?s
Note: This CNN Travel
series is, or was, sponsored
by the country it highlights.
CNN retains full editorial
control over subject matter,
reporting and frequency of
the articles and videos
within the sponsorship, in
compliance with our policy .
CNN  ?  Crossing the desert
could be about to get much
more glamorous. State-
owned railway company
Saudi  Arabia Rai lways
(SAR) recently struck a 200
million Saudi riyals ($53.33
million) deal with Italian
h o s p i t a l i t y  c o m p a n y
Arsenale Group to launch
the first luxury train in the
Middle Eastern kingdom.
Saudi  Arabia of f ic ia l ly
o p e n e d  i t s  d o o r s  t o
international tourists in a
?historic moment? back in
2019  and  the  M idd l e
Eastern kingdom has been
pulling out all the stops to
lure visitors over ever since.
The destination has made a

n u m b e r  o f  h i g h -
profile tourism investments
in recent years ? a  $500
billion model city  in the
desert of northwest Saudi
Arabia among them. Now
Saudi Arabia is getting on
board with the slow travel
movement in a big way by
moving into the luxury train
market .  ?Luxury t ra in
cruise? According to Saudi-
Arabia?s State run media,
the new train is due to
begin operations in late
2025, Dream of the Desert
wil l  offer ?luxury train
cruise? journeys from the
capital city of Riyadh to
Qurayyat, which is situated
close to the northern border
with Jordan, according to a
press release issued by SAR
last week. The 1,300-
kilometer route is to stretch
across Saudi  Arab ia?s
stunning desert landscapes,
along with the city of Hail.
With a design inspired by
?Saudi style and tradition,?
the ?fu l ly-customized?
trains, made up of 40
luxury cabins, are already
under construction, with
reservations scheduled to
open at the end of the year.
One or two-night trips will
be available to book, with a
maximum capacity of 82
passengers, according to
Paolo Barletta, CEO of
Arsena le .  ?The  in i t i a l

production phases of the
Dream o f  t he  Dese r t
carriages in Italy have
recently commenced, and
we can?t wait for the debut
of our first train in the
kingdom in the coming
years,? Barletta said in an
official statement. ?Greener
c h o i c e ?  T h e  ? f u l l y -
customized? trains, made
up of 40 luxury cabins, are
already under construction.
Arsena le  S .P .A . /Saud i
Arabia Rai lways Saudi
Arabia?s decision to enter
the luxury train market
comes as demand for high-
speed trains and luxury
?rail cruises? continues to
increase around the world.
Many countries have been
inves t ing  mi l l i ons ,  o r
billions in some cases, into
new in f ras t ruc ture  as
customers seek out more
sustainable alternatives to
short haul travel and/or
gridlocked highways. US
President Joe Biden has
pledged $30 billion for rail
projects and upgrades
across the country, while,
accord ing  to  Reute rs ,
France plans to strengthen
its rail network by investing
around ?100 billion ($106
billion) into train travel by
2040. The Saudi service is
scheduled to launch a year
or so after ? Orient Express
?  La  Do l ce  V i ta ,  ?  a
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co l l abora t ion  between
Arsenale Group and the
Accor Group. Related article
T h e  b e s t  t h i n g s  t o
experience in Saudi Arabia
according to the people who
know it Renderings of the
11-carriage train, which
takes inspiration from the
?La Dolce Vita? period of
the 1960s, were unveiled
back in 2021, revealing an
incredibly opulent interior,
with 12 ?deluxe cabins,? 18
suites, an ?Honour Suite?
and a restaurant carriage.
?Train travel represents the
g r e e n e r  c h o i c e  o f
transportation, enhancing
trips to great cities as well
as small-medium sized
locations with appealing
cultural sites and scenery,?
Luigi Corradi, CEO and
G e n e r a l  M a n a g e r  o f
Trenitalia, part of Italy?s
state rai lway company
Ferrovie dello Stato, said in
a statement at the time.
News of the upcoming
arrival of Dream of the
Desert comes nearly six
years after the launch of
Saudi Arabia?s Haramain
H igh Speed Ra i lway ,
connecting the holy cities of
Mecca and Medina with King
Abdulaziz International
Airport in Jeddah, in 2018.
Infrastructure investment A
rendering of Dream of the
Desert, which will be the
first luxury train in the
Middle Eastern kingdom.
Arsena le  S .P .A . /Saud i
Arabia Railways Carrying
trains at speeds of up to

300 kph (186 mph,) the rail
network is expected to
eventually stretch all the
way across the Middle
E a s t e r n  k i n g d o m .
Enhancements are also
being made into existing
l ines in the country?s
northwest, with more high-
speed services to come.
Back in January 2022,
Saudi Arabia?s Investment
Minister Khalid al-Falih
announced plans to build
8,000 kilometers (4,970
miles) of rail across the
whole country. And more
developments are likely to
be announced in the coming
months as the Midd le
Eastern kingdom moves full
steam ahead with its bid to
inv igorate  i t s  tour i sm
s e c t o r ,  d i v e r s i f y  i t s
economy, and reduce its
reliance on oil revenue.
Saudi Arabia plans to invest
over $800 b i l l ion into
tourism over the next 10
years, aiming to attract 70
million international tourists
a year by 2030. Projects
currently underway include
a  b r a n d - n e w  l u x u r y
r egene r a t i v e  t o u r i sm
destination along the Red
Sea coast and futuristic city
NEOM, which is being built
from scratch in the desert
of northwest Saudi Arabia.
The kilometer route will
e x t e n d  a c r o s s  S a u d i
Arabia?s stunning desert
landscapes, along with the
c i ty  o f  Ha i l .  Arsena le
S . P . A . / S a u d i  A r a b i a
Railways Recent figures

suggest that these efforts
have been paying of f .
According to the UNWTO ,
the country reported a 56%
growth in international
arrivals in 2023 from 2019
pre-pandemic levels. The
Saudi Railway Company has
pledged its commitment to
a government program
known as Saudi Vision 2030
aimed at diversifying the
country?s economy over
the next decade, stressing
that the development of the
tourism and culture sector
? i s  o n e  o f  i t s  m o s t
important  object ives.?
SAR?s CEO, Bashar bin
Khaled Al Malik, says he
believes that Dream of the
Desert will prove to be a
significant addition to the
company, offering both
visitors and residents the
chance to discover more of
the kingdom?s regions
?w i th in  an  in tegra ted
framework of luxurious
transportation services.? So
will Dream of the Desert be
impress ive  enough to
compete with the likes of
Orient Express ? La Dolce
V i ta ,  Ven ice  S implon-
Orient-Express, which runs
from London to Venice, or
even  Seven  S t a r s  i n
Kyushu, one of Japan?s
most luxurious trains. We?ll
have to wait and see. But
it?s clear that SAR has high
hopes for the ambitious
concept. ?The signing of
this MoU [memorandum of
understanding] between
SAR and Arsenale is to be
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considered a f irst step
towards the introduction of
a new offer within the
tourism market with an
experience of luxury travel
by train,? says Al Malik.
CNN?s Lilit Marcus and Ben
Jones contributed to this
article. Related
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Saudi Arabia's First Luxury Train Service Is Coming in 2025

LINK: https://www.cntraveler.com/story/saudi-arabia-luxury-train-service 

Ream of the Desert will run
800 miles from Riyadh to Al
Qurayyat. BY CLARE DIGHT
January 30, 2024 Rendering
of Dream of the Desert a
luxury train set to launch in
KSA in 2025 Suppl ied
Production has started on
Dream of the Desert, the
first luxury train service in
Saudi Arabia, scheduled to
cut a swathe across the
k ingdom's  spectacu lar
desert interior by the end of
2025. Made in Italy, by
h o s p i t a l i t y  c o m p a n y
A r s ena l e  G r oup ,  a nd
commissioned by Saudi
Arabia Railways (SAR), the
40-cabin train will run on
800 mi les  o f  ex is t ing
rai lway l ines from the
cap i t a l  R i y adh  t o  A l
Qurayyat in the northern
province of Al Jawf, making
stops along the way. The
planned one- to two-day
route takes in Al Qassim,
Hail and Al Jouf, on the
edge of King Salman bin
Abdulaziz Nature Reserve,
before it terminates some
20 miles from the border
w i t h  J o r d a n .
ADVERTISEMENT SAR chief
executive Bashar bin Khalid
Al-Mal ik said the train
service would enable Saudis
and tourists to explore
more of the Kingdom when
he signed an agreement
with Arsenale CEO, Paolo

Barletta, on Tuesday. The
railway carriages will be
built in Italy, Barletta said,
b u t  w o u l d  b e  " f u l l y
customized and inspired by
Saudi style and tradition."
The Ital ian company is
a l r e a d y  w o r k i n g  i n
collaboration with Orient
Express on La Dolce Vita, a
new luxury rail service with
six itineraries criss-crossing
Italy, set to launch this
year. Arsenale has also
signed an agreement with
the UAE's national railway
company, Etihad Railway,
to develop a luxury train
that will travel across the
Middle Eastern peninsula.
The ventures come as
luxury train cruising is set
to become a popular post-
C o v i d  t r a v e l  t r e n d .
A D V E R T I S E M E N T  T h e
update on Dream of the
Desert is one of many as
Saudi Arabia fast-tracks its
ambitions to become a
leading tourist destination,
with plans to attract 150m
visitors by the end of the
decade. Last year was
marked by news of hotel
and resort developments
across the Kingdom, from
AlUla, the ancient oasis city
n e a r  t h e  s a n d s t o n e
monuments of Hegra; to
the Red Sea coast and its
islands; Sindalah Island,
p a r t  o f  t h e  N e o m

gigaproject; and the historic
settlement of Diriyah. A
ve rs i on  o f  t h i s  s to ry
or ig inal ly appeared on
Condé Nast Traveller Middle
East.
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Arábia Saudita irá lançar primeiro trem de luxo do Oriente Médio

LINK: https://www.cnnbrasil.com.br/economia/negocios/arabia-saudita-ira-lancar-primeiro-trem-de-luxo-do-oriente-medio/ 

Arábia Saudita irá lançar
primeiro trem de luxo do
Oriente Médio Switch A
seguir Arábia Saudita irá
lançar primeiro trem de
luxo do Oriente Médio
Estatal saudita e grupo
italiano fecham contrato de
US$ 53  mi lhões  para
projeto inédito no reino
Novo trem deve começar a
operar no final de 2025
D i v u l g a ç ã o / S A R
04/02/2024 às 04:00 |
Atualizado 04/02/2024 às
20:43 Compart i lhe:  A
empresa ferroviária estatal
da Arábia Saudita (SAR, na
sigla em inglês) fechou um
acordo de 200 milhões de
riais sauditas (US$ 53,33
milhões) com a italiana
Arsenale Group para lançar
o primeiro trem de luxo do
Oriente Médio. A Arábia
Saudita abriu oficialmente
as suas portas aos turistas
i n t e r n a c i o n a i s  e m
?momento histórico? em
2019, e o reino do Médio
Oriente tem feito todos os
e s f o r ç o s  p a r a  a t r a i r
visitantes desde então. O
p a í s  f e z  v á r i o s
investimentos turísticos de
alto nível nos últimos anos
? entre eles, uma cidade
modelo de US$ 500 bilhões
no deserto do noroeste da
Arábia Saudita. Agora, o
reino está aderindo ao
movimento slow travel em

grande estilo, entrando no
mercado de trens de luxo.
?Cruzeiro de trem de luxo?
De acordo com a mídia
estatal da Arábia Saudita, o
novo trem deve começar a
operar no final de 2025. O
Dream o f  t he  Dese r t
o f e rece rá  v i agens  de
?cruzeiro de trem de luxo?
da capi ta l ,  R iad,  para
Qurayyat, que fica perto da
fronte i ra norte com a
Jordânia, de acordo com
um comunicado à imprensa
emitido pela SAR. A rota de
1 .300  qu i l ômet ros  se
estenderá pelas paisagens
de sé r t i c a s  d a  A r áb i a
Saudita, juntamente com a
cidade de Hail. Com um
design inspirado no ?estilo
e tradição sauditas?, os
t r e n s  ? t o t a l m e n t e
personalizados?, compostos
por 40 cabines de luxo, já
estão em produção, com
reservas programadas para
serem abertas no final do
ano. Viagens de uma ou
d u a s  n o i t e s  e s t a r ã o
disponíveis para reserva,
com capacidade máxima de
82 passageiros, de acordo
com Paolo Barletta, CEO da
Arsenale. ?As fases iniciais
de produção dos vagões do
Dream of the Desert na
I t á l i a  c o m e ç a r a m
recen t emen te ,  e  ma l
podemos esperar  pe la
estreia do nosso primeiro

trem no reino nos próximos
anos?, disse Barletta em
um comunicado oficial. Leia
Mais Petrobras evita rota no
Mar Vermelho em meio a
ataques, mas sem custos
adicionais, diz empresa
Escolha mais ecológica A
decisão da Arábia Saudita
de entrar no mercado de
trens de luxo ocorre no
m o m e n t o  e m  q u e  a
demanda por trens de alta
velocidade e ?cruzeiros
f e r r ov i á r i o s ?  de  l uxo
continua a aumentar em
todo o mundo. Muitos
pa í s e s  t êm  i nves t i do
milhões, ou bilhões em
alguns casos, em novas
infraestruturas à medida
que os clientes buscam
a l t e r n a t i v a s  m a i s
sustentáveis para viagens
de cur ta  d is tânc ia  ou
e s c a p a r  d e  r o d o v i a s
c o n g e s t i o n a d a s .  O
presidente dos EUA, Joe
Biden, prometeu US$ 30
bilhões para projetos e
melhorias ferroviárias em
todo o país, enquanto, de
acordo com a Reuters, a
França planeja fortalecer
s u a  r e d e  f e r r o v i á r i a
investindo cerca de 100
bilhões de euros (US$ 106
bilhões) em viagens de
trem até 2040. O serviço
saudita está programado
para ser lançado cerca de
um ano depois do ?Orient
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Express ? La Dolce Vita?,
uma colaboração entre o
Arsenale Group e o Accor
Group. As projeções do
trem de 11 vagões, que se
inspira no período ?La Dolce
Vita? da década de 1960,
foram reveladas em 2021,
revelando um interior com
12 ?cabines de luxo?, 18
suítes,  uma ?Suíte de
Hon ra?  e  um vagão -
restaurante. ?As viagens de
trem representam a opção
m a i s  e c o l ó g i c a  d e
transporte, aprimorando as
viagens a grandes cidades,
bem como a locais de
pequeno e médio porte com
locais culturais e paisagens
atraentes?, disse Luigi
Corradi, CEO e gerente
geral da Trenitalia, parte da
empresa ferroviária estatal
italiana Ferrovie dello Stato,
em um comunicado na
época. A notícia da chegada
do Dream of the Desert
ocorre quase seis anos após
o lançamento da Ferrovia
d e  A l t a  V e l o c i d a d e
H a r a m a i n  d a  A r á b i a
Saudita, que conecta as
cidades sagradas de Meca e
Med i na  ao  Ae ropo r t o
Internacional Rei Abdulaziz
em Jeddah,  em 2018.
I n v e s t i m e n t o  e m
i n f r a e s t r u t u r a
Transportando trens a
velocidades de até 300
km/h, espera-se que a rede
ferroviária se estenda por
todo o reino do Oriente
Méd io .  Também estão
s e n d o  f e i t o s
aprimoramentos nas linhas

existentes no noroeste do
país, com mais serviços de
alta velocidade por vir. Em
janeiro de 2022, o Ministro
de Investimentos da Arábia
Saudita, Khalid al-Falih,
anunc iou  p lanos  para
construir 8.000 quilômetros
de ferrovias em todo o país.
E é provável que mais
desenvolvimentos sejam
anunciados nos próximos
meses, à medida que o
reino do Oriente Médio
avança a todo vapor em
sua tentativa de revigorar
seu setor  de tur ismo,
diversificar sua economia e
reduzir sua dependência da
receita do petróleo. A
Arábia Saudita planeja
investir mais de US$ 800
bilhões em turismo nos
próximos 10 anos, com o
ob je t i vo  de  a t ra i r  70
m i l h õ e s  d e  t u r i s t a s
internacionais por ano até
2 0 3 0 .  O s  p r o j e t o s
atualmente em andamento
incluem um novo destino
turístico de luxo ao longo
da costa do Mar Vermelho e
a cidade futurista NEOM,
que está sendo construída
do zero no deserto do
noroeste da Arábia Saudita.
Números recentes sugerem
que esses esforços estão
valendo a pena. De acordo
com a Organização Mundial
de Turismo (OMT), o país
relatou um crescimento de
5 6 %  n a s  c h e g a d a s
internacionais em 2023 em
relação aos níveis pré-
pandêmicos de 2019. A
Saudi Railway Company

prometeu seu compromisso
c o m  u m  p r o g r a m a
governamental conhecido
como ?Visão 2030?, que
visa diversificar a economia
do país na próxima década,
e n f a t i z a n d o  q u e  o
desenvolvimento do setor
de turismo e cultura ?é um
de seus objetivos mais
importantes?. O CEO da
SAR, Bashar bin Khaled Al
Malik, diz acreditar que o
Dream of the Desert será
um acréscimo significativo à
empresa, oferecendo aos
visitantes e residentes a
chance de descobrir mais
regiões do reino ?dentro de
uma estrutura integrada de
serviços de transporte de
luxo?. Então, será que o
Dream of the Desert será
impressionante o suficiente
para competir com trens
como o Orient Express ? La
Do l ce  V i t a ,  o  Ven i ce
Simplon-Orient-Express,
que va i  de Londres a
Veneza, ou mesmo o Seven
Stars in Kyushu, um dos
trens mais luxuosos do
Japão? É esperar para ver,
mesmo que esteja evidente
que a SAR tem grandes
esperanças em relação a
esse ambicioso conceito. ?A
ass inatura  desse  MoU
[ m e m o r a n d o  d e
entendimento] entre a SAR
e o Arsenale deve ser
considerada um primeiro
passo para a introdução de
u m a  n o v a  o f e r t a  n o
mercado de turismo com
uma experiência de viagem
de luxo por trem?, diz Al
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Malik. Matéria traduzida do
inglês: Leia a reportagem
original aqui Tópicos
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Arsenale together with Saudi Arabia Railways for the first Italian

luxury train
LINK: https://www.breakinglatest.news/business/arsenale-together-with-saudi-arabia-railways-for-the-first-italian-luxury-train/ 
Arsenale together with
Saudi Arabia Railways for
the first Italian luxury train
54 Listen to the audio
version of the article It will
cross the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia at the end of 2025.
It is ?Dream of the Desert?,
the  f i r s t  l uxury  t ra in
r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  t h e
agreement signed today
between Arsena le ,  an
Italian company active in
luxury hospital i ty, and
Saudi Arabia Railways. After
the agreements established
by the memorandum of
understanding signed last
March 15 between SAR and
Arsenale, Bashar bin Khalid
Al Malik, CEO of SAR, and
Paolo Barletta, CEO of
Arsenale, in the presence of
the Minister of Transport
and Logist ics Services,
pres ident  o f  Board of
Directors of Saudi Arabian
Railways, Saleh bin Nasser
A l - J a s s e r ,  s i g n e d
d o c u m e n t s  o f f i c i a l l y
welcoming «Dream of the
Desert» as a new luxury
t r a i n  p r o j e c t  i n  t h e
Kingdom. 40 luxury cabins
made in Italy From the
capital Riyadh to Qurayyat,
on the northern border with
Jordan, ?Dream of the
Desert? will travel with 40
luxury cabins made in Italy.
Saudi Arabia will be the first
country to have a luxury

hospitality service by rail.
«Dream of the Desert» will
be completely customized
and inspired by Saudi style
and tradition. Bashar bin
Khaled Al-Malik, underlined
the pioneering role of the
Saudi  Arab ian ra i lway
c o m p a n y  i n  t h e
implementation of strategic
initiatives linked to the
national vision on transport
and log i s t i cs  serv i ces
(NTLS), also noting that
«Dream of the Desert» will
r e p r e s e n t  a  g r e a t
o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t h e
company, as it adds an
important tour ism and
entertainment option to the
list of services provided to
i ts  customers.  Or ient-
Express, the story of a
legendary train at Vil la
Medici
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Saudi Arabia announces Desert Dream luxury train service, starting

late 2025
LINK: https://en.alkhbr.co/arab/saudi-arabia-announces-desert-dream-luxury 
Arriving at the passenger
train station in Qurayyat,
the route will depart from
the North Train Station in
Riyadh and pass through
Ha i l  en  r ou te .  Saud i
Railways Company (SAR)
and the Italian Arsenale
G roup ,  r enowned  f o r
managing deluxe train
excursions, have inked a
pact  to  in t roduce the
"Desert Dream" luxury train
in Saudi Arabia. Comprising
40 opulent cabins, the
"Desert Dream" train will be
available for reservations by
t h e  y e a r - e n d ,  w i t h
o p e r a t i o n s  s l a t e d  t o
commence in the fourth
quarter of 2025. This novel
train service aims to offer
visitors an opportunity to
explore different regions of
the kingdom, presenting an
integrated framework of
l a v i s h  t r a n spo r t a t i o n
services. As part of Saudi
Ra i lway 's  in i t ia t ive  to
enhance  t ou r i sm and
entertainment offerings, the
luxury train will initially
operate between Riyadh
and Qurayyat. The journey
will commence at the North
Train Station in Riyadh,
traverse through Hail, and
conclude at the passenger
train station in Qurayyat.
Following the signing of a
m e m o r a n d u m  o f
understanding (MoU) on

March 15, 2023, between
Saudi Railways Company
and Arsenale Group, the
recent agreement outlines
the launch plans for the
project. Paolo Barletta,
Cha i rman o f  Arsena le
Group, revealed that the
initial production stages of
the "Desert Dream" train
have commenced in Italy,
aligning with the announced
schedule. Dr. Bashar bin
Khaled Al-Malik, CEO of
Saudi Railways Company,
emphas i z ed  t h a t  t h e
proposed luxury  t ra in
se rv i ce ,  a  p i oneer ing
venture for Saudi Arabia
and the MENA region, will
e n r i c h  t r an spo r t a t i on
options in the Kingdom,
enhancing the quality of
services provided. The
"Dese r t  Dream"  t ra in
project al igns with the
Saudi National Strategy for
Transport and Logistics
Services, contributing to the
improvement of the quality
of  l i fe  and support ing
o v e r a r c h i n g  n a t i o n a l
strategies. The Arsenale
Company is an industry
leader in high-end travel,
international hotel and
resort administration, and
luxury hospitality; it has
invested more than SAR200
mi l l ion in the "Desert
D r e a m "  t r a i n .  T h e
organizat ion present ly

undertakes sustainable
initiatives for the provision
of luxury services while
managing a collection of six
tourist trains situated in
Italy.
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Etihad Rail: What's next for mega project after first passenger

journey?
LINK: https://www.thenationalnews.com/uae/transport/2024/01/26/etihad-rail-map-route-explained/ 
Etihad Rai l ,  which wi l l
connect the Emirates and
later l ink the UAE with
Oman, marked its f irst
passenger journey this
week.  Tra ins  w i l l  run
between 11 c i t ies and
regions, stretching from Al
Sila to Fujairah and taking
in Al Ruwais, Al Mirfa,
Dubai, Sharjah, Al Dhaid
and Abu Dhabi. Freight
serv i ces  became fu l l y
operat ional  across the
country last year and, after
the successfu l  maiden
passenger  se rv i ce  on
Thursday, the hope is the
network will be open to the
public soon. Here's The
National's guide to what we
know about the project.
What is Etihad Rail and
where does it go? Work on
Etihad Rail began in 2009.
Since 2016, two tracks
spanning 264 kilometres
have been in operation -
with trains transporting
granulated sulphur from
gasf ie lds in  Shah and
Habshan to an export point
in Ruwais. Every day, two
t ra ins  run across  the
country, capable of carrying
up to 22,000 tonnes of
sulphur. Each can pull up to
1 1 0  w a g o n s .  W h e n
complete, the network will
connect the seven emirates
to the five neighbouring
GCC states. The line will

ultimately link the UAE and
Saudi Arabia from Fujairah
Port to Ghuwaifat, through
Mussaffah, Khalifa Port and
Jebel Ali Port. Etihad Rail
mapped undefined What is
already complete? Etihad
Rail celebrated a major
milestone last year by
announcing the network
was open and f re ight
s e r v i c e s  w e r e  f u l l y
operational. Freight trains
can travel at up to 120kph
and the f leet of 1,082
w a g o n s  c a n  c a r r y
everything from shipping
containers to construction
m a t e r i a l s .  S h e i k h
Mohammed bin Rashid, Vice
President and Ruler of
Dubai, officially opened the
freight line. It features a
fleet of 38 locomotives and
more than 1,000 wagons.
What next? Etihad Rail's
passenger trains will travel
at up to 200kph, carrying
about 400 people. A start
date for the passenger
s e r v i c e  h a s  y e t  t o
announced but the first
station is being built in
Fujairah. Carriages will offer
W i - F i ,  e n t e r t a i n m e n t
systems, charging points
and food and drink options
to cater for everyone from
families to workers and
tourists. Customers were
told to expect travel time of
50 minutes between Abu

Dhabi and Dubai and about
100 minutes from Abu
Dhabi to Fujairah. A luxury
train service is also in the
works, after an agreement
was  reached  be tween
Italian luxury hospitality
company Arsenale and
Etihad Rail. This service,
consist ing of 15 plush
carriages, is expected to
cross the UAE from Fujairah
down to the Liwa desert in
Abu Dhabi. Travel time At
the 2023 Middle East Rail
conference in May, Gottfried
Eymer, chief executive of
the Et ihad Rai l  freight
network, outlined how the
service would bring social
and environmental benefits.
He pointed out that the
trains will help take cars off
the roads. "The benefit for
people will be very good
and posit ive," he said.
"Instead of 300 lorries, you
have one tra in dr iver.
Instead of people waiting in
traffic jams, we are moving
lorries to railway. "As we
are providing those services
on a different network, we
are delivering the streets
for daily road transport."
What about Oman? The
railway network will connect
Sohar, via Sohar Port, to
Abu Dhabi.  Trains are
estimated to take 1 hour 40
minutes between Abu Dhabi
and Sohar, and only 47
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minutes from Al Ain to
Sohar. A start date for the
serv ice has yet  to be
announced.
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SAR, Italian Arsenale Group Launch Desert Dream Train

LINK: https://www.leaders-mena.com/sar-italian-arsenale-group-launch-desert-dream-train/ 
SAR, Italian Arsenale Group
Launch Desert Dream Train
E n h a n c i n g  S e r v i c e s ,
N a t i o n a l  S t r a t e g i e s
Fa cebook  X  L i n ked In
Messenge r  Messenge r
WhatsApp Telegram Share
via Emai l  Pr int Desert
Dream Train SAR, Italian
A r s e n a l e  G r o u p  h a s
launched Desert Dream
Train , the first of its kind in
the Middle East, according
to SABQ Online Newspaper.
The ?Desert Dream? train
service was s igned by
SAR?s CEO, Dr. Bashar bin
Khalid Al-Malik, and Arsenal
Group?s Chairman, Paolo
Barletta. This was in line
w i th  t he  MoU  s i gned
between the parties on
March 15, 2023. Enhancing
S e r v i c e s ,  N a t i o n a l
Strategies Saudi Minister of
Transport and Logistics
Saleh bin Nasser Al-Jasser
highlighted that this luxury
service is a first in the
Middle East and North
A f r i ca .  I t  w i l l  en r i ch
transportation quality and
options in the Kingdom.
Additionally, he noted the
agreement aligns with the
national transportation and
logist ics strategy. This
strategy aims to enhance
life quality and support
leading national strategies.
M o r e o v e r ,  A l - J a s s e r
appreciated the substantial
support from the wise

leadership of the Kingdom.
This support has been
crucial in empowering the
transport and logist ics
sector. Furthermore, it
enabled the sector  to
real ize i ts service and
development initiatives.
Similarly, he valued the
cooperation and integration
among various entities.
C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h i s
collaboration helps develop
t r anspo r t  modes  and
enhance user experience.
Commitment to National
Initiatives Meanwhile, Dr.
Al-Malik reaffirmed SAR ?s
commitment to its national
role. This commitment
invo lves implement ing
quality initiatives derived
from its strategy. This
strategy is closely linked to
the national transportation
and logist ics strategy.
Furthermore, he stated that
the ?Desert Dream? train
would significantly augment
the company?s services.
Particularly, it adds a vital
tourism and leisure option
f o r  i t s  c l i e n t e l e .
Additionally, it provides an
opportunity for visitors and
residents of the Kingdom.
Specifically, it allows them
to discover more regions
through a comprehensive
suite of  luxur ious and
comfor tab le  t ranspor t
s e r v i c e s .  P r o d u c t i o n ,
Serv i ce  Launch  Pao lo

Barletta reported that the
initial production stages of
the ?Desert Dream? train
recently commenced in
Italy, in preparation for
service commencement as
per the announced plan.
The train, comprising 40
luxury cabins, will open for
booking by the end of this
calendar year. Its actual
operation is scheduled to
start in the last quarter of
the following year; the first
journey wil l  commence
f rom the  Nor th  T ra in
Station in Riyadh, passing
through Hail, and ending at
the passenger train station
in Qurayyat. Investment
and Specialty Arsenale,
having invested over two
hundred million Riyals in
the ?Desert Dream? train, is
a n  I t a l i a n  c o m p a n y
specializing in luxurious
hospitality, management of
global hotels and resorts,
and high-end travel. It
o p e r a t e s  s u s t a i n a b l e
projects for luxury services
via tourist trains, with a
fleet of six trains operating
in Italy.
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Dream of the Desert luxury train to be operational in Saudi Arabia in

2025
LINK: https://saudigazette.com.sa/article/639966 
Dream of the Desert luxury
train to be operational in
Saudi Arabia in 2025 SAR
and Arsenale Group sign
agreement January 26,
2024 The first luxury train
for ?rail cruising? across
Saud i  A rab i a  w i l l  b e
operational on a 770-mile
route from Riyadh, passing
th rough  Ha i l ,  t o  t he
northern city of Al-Qurayat,
close to the border with
Jordan. Dr. Bashar Al-Malik,
CEO of SAR, and Paolo
Barletta, CEO of the board
of directors of Arsenale
G r o u p ,  s i g n e d  t h e
agreement in the presence
of Minister of Transport and
Logistics Eng. Saleh Al-
Jasser. Follow Saudigazette
on Saudi Gazette report
RIYADH ? Saudi Arabia
Railways (SAR) and the
Ital ian Arsenale Group,
w h i c h  s p e c i a l i z e s  i n
managing luxury train trips,
agreed to launch the Dream
of the Desert luxury train
service in Saudi Arabia. The
Dream of the Desert train,
which will have 40 luxury
cabins and a maximum
capacity of 80 passengers,
is due to arrive in Saudi
Arabia in the summer of
2025, with the first paying
guests scheduled to depart
in November 2025. Dr.
Bashar Al-Malik, CEO of
SAR, and Paolo Barletta,

CEO o f  the  boa rd  o f
directors of Arsenale Group,
signed an agreement in this
r ega rd  r e cen t l y  i n  a
ceremony he ld  in  the
presence of Minister of
Transport and Logistics and
Chairman of the Board of
Directors of the Saudi
Arabia Railways (SAR) Eng.
Sa l eh  A l - J a s s e r .  The
a g r e e m e n t  a i m s  t o
implement a memorandum
of understanding signed
between the two parties on
March 15, 2023. The first
l uxury  t ra in  fo r  ? ra i l
cruis ing? across Saudi
Arabia will be operational
on a 770-mile route from
Riyadh, passing through
Hail, to the northern city of
Al-Qurayat, close to the
b o r d e r  w i t h  J o r d a n .
Speaking on the occasion,
Al-Jasser said that the
launch of the luxury train
services in the Kingdom for
the first time in the Middle
East  and North Afr ica
region, will add qualitative
services and additional
o p t i o n s  i n  t h e
transportation sector in the
Kingdom. ?This agreement
is one of the initiatives of
the National Strategy for
Transport and Logistics
Services to improve the
quality of life and support
leading national strategies,?
he sa id .  The min is ter

highlighted the great and
unlimited support that the
transportation and logistics
services system received
from the wise leadership in
enabl ing the sector to
achieve its service and
development projects and
initiatives. He appreciated
the cooperation and joint
integration between the
system and various parties
in this field to develop
transportation patterns and
improve the beneficiary?s
experience. Dr. Al-Malik
s t r e s s e d  S A R ? s
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  i t s
pioneering national role in
implementing qualitative
initiatives emanating from
the company?s strategy
l inked to the Nat ional
Strategy for Transport and
Logistics Services, noting
that the Dream of the
Desert luxury train will
represent a great addition
to the company?s services
as it adds an important
tourism and entertainment
option to the list of services
provided to its customers.
This will also provide the
opportunity for visitors and
residents in the Kingdom to
discover more regions of
the Kingdom within an
integrated framework of
luxurious transportation
serv i ces .  On h i s  par t
Barletta, said that the initial
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production stages of the
Dream of the Desert train
had recently begun in Italy
in preparation for entering
service according to the
announced plan. He said
the luxury train will provide
Orient Express-style luxury
travel. It is noteworthy that
Arsenale Group, which
invested more than SR200
million in the Dream of the
Desert train, is an Italian
company special ized in
l u x u r y  h o s p i t a l i t y ,
international hotel and
resort management, and
luxury  t rave l ,  and  i s
working on sustainable
projects for luxury services
through tourist trains with a
fleet of six trains operating
in Italy.
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Saudi Arabia luxury train "Desert Dream" set to launch in late 2025

LINK: https://enews.alwast.net/arabnews/saudi-arabia-luxury-train-desert-dream 

UAE announces visa-free
travel to Armenia starting
next week Saudi Railways
Company (SAR) and the
esteemed Italian Arsenale
G roup ,  r enowned  f o r
orchestrating deluxe train
excursions, have joined
forces to introduce the
opulent "Desert Dream"
tra in to Saudi  Arabia.
Compr i s i ng  40  l av i sh
cabins, this train is set to
open for reservations later
th is  year,  wi th actua l
operations scheduled to
commence in the fourth
quarter  o f  2025.  Th is
innovative train service
a i m s  t o  f a c i l i t a t e
explorat ion of  d iverse
regions within the kingdom,
providing an integrated
framework of sumptuous
transportation services. As
part of Saudi Railway's
commitment to augmenting
tourism and entertainment
offerings, the luxury train's
initial route will link Riyadh
and Qurayyat. Embarking
f rom the  Nor th  T ra in
Stat ion in R iyadh and
traversing through Hail, the
journey will culminate at
the passenger train station
in Qurayyat. Building upon
t h e  m e m o r a n d u m  o f
understanding (MoU) signed
o n  M a r c h  1 5 ,  2 0 2 3 ,
between Saudi Railways
Company and Arsenale

G r o u p ,  t h e  r e c e n t
agreement delineates the
launch plans for the "Desert
Dream" project .  Paolo
Bar le t ta ,  Cha i rman o f
Arsenale Group, disclosed
the commencement of the
initial production stages of
the train in Italy, aligning
w i t h  t h e  s t i p u l a t e d
schedule. Dr. Bashar bin
Khaled Al-Malik, CEO of
Saudi Railways Company,
undersco red  tha t  the
envisioned luxury train
s e r v i c e  r e p r e s en t s  a
groundbreaking endeavor
for Saudi Arabia and the
MENA region, introducing a
heightened spectrum of
transportation choices that
elevate service quality. The
"Dese r t  Dream"  t ra in
initiative aligns seamlessly
with the Saudi National
Strategy for Transport and
L o g i s t i c s  S e r v i c e s ,
contributing to enhancing
the qual ity of l i fe and
reinforcing overarching
n a t i o n a l  s t r a t e g i e s .
Arsenale Group, recognized
for its expertise in luxury
travel, international hotel
and resort management,
and upscale hospitality, has
invested over  SAR200
mi l l ion in the "Desert
Dream" train. Concurrently,
the organization is actively
engaged in sustainable
init iatives, managing a

collection of six tourist
trains in Italy, exemplifying
its commitment to providing
premium luxury services.
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Saudi Arabia's Luxury Train Service Desert Dream to Begin

Operations in Late 2025
LINK: https://www.gulf-insider.com/saudi-arabias-luxury-train-service-desert-dream-to-begin-operations-in-late-2025/ 
Saudi Railways Company
(SAR) and the I ta l ian
Arsenale Group, which
specialises in managing
luxury train trips, signed an
agreement to launch the
"Desert Dream" train in
Saudi Arabia. The "Desert
Dream" train, consisting of
40 luxury cabins, will open
for reservations at the end
of the current calendar
yea r ,  and  the  ac tua l
operation is expected to
begin in the fourth quarter
of 2025. The new train
s e r v i c e  i s  a i m e d  a t
providing the opportunity
for visitors to discover more
regions of the kingdom
through an integrated
framework of luxurious
transportation services. The
proposed luxury  t ra in
serv ice,  part  of  Saudi
Railway's efforts to provide
m o r e  t o u r i s m  a n d
entertainment services to
customers, will run between
the capital city of Riyadh to
Qurayyat in the init ia l
phase,  wi th the route
starting from the North
Train Station in Riyadh,
passing through Hail and
ending at the passenger
train station in Qurayyat.
The latest agreement on
launch plans follows Saudi
Rai lways Company and
Arsenale Group signing a
m e m o r a n d u m  o f

understanding (MoU) for
the implementation of the
project on March 15, 2023.
Paolo Barletta, Chairman of
Arsenale Group, said the
initial production stages of
the "Desert Dream" train
had recently begun in Italy
in preparation for entering
service according to the
announced plan. Dr. Bashar
bin Khaled Al-Malik, CEO of
Saudi Railways Company,
said the proposed luxury
train services, a first for
Saudi Arabia and the MENA
region, will add quality
services and additional
options to the modes of
t r anspo r ta t i on  i n  the
Kingdom. The agreement
on the "Desert Dream' train
pro ject  i s  one o f  the
initiatives of the Saudi
Na t i ona l  S t ra tegy  fo r
Transport and Logistics
Services to improve the
quality of life and support
leading national strategies.
The Arsenal  Company,
which invested more than
SAR200 mi l l ion in the
"Deser t  Dream" t ra in ,
s pe c i a l i s e s  i n  l u xu r y
hospitality, international
h o t e l  a n d  r e s o r t
management, and luxury
trave l .  I t  i s  current ly
working on sustainable
projects for luxury services
through tour i s t  t ra ins
through a fleet of six trains

operating in Italy.
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Saudi Arabia's New Luxury Train Experience through Kingdom's

Desert Set to Add to Tourism Portfolio
LINK: https://www.sustg.com/saudi-arabias-new-luxury-train-experience-through-kingdoms-desert-set-to-add-to-tourism-portfolio/ 
S t a t e - o w n e d  r a i l w a y
company Saudi  Arabia
Railways (SAR) recently
struck a 200 million Saudi
riyals ($53.33 million) deal
with Ital ian hospital i ty
company Arsenale Group to
launch the first luxury train
in  the Midd le  Eastern
kingdom, which paves the
way for the Kingdom to
have another differentiating
tourism experience. Saudi
Arabia is getting on board
w i t h  t he  s l ow  t r ave l
movement in a big way by
moving into the luxury train
marke t ,  CNN repor t s .
According to Saudi-Arabia's
State run media, the new
tra in  i s  due to  beg in
operations in late 2025, and
will be dubbed "Dream of
the Desert." It will offer
" l u xu r y  t r a i n  c r u i s e "
journeys from the capital
city of Riyadh to Qurayyat,
which is situated close to
the northern border with
Jordan, according to a press
release issued by SAR last
week.
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Saudi Arabia to launch 'Dream of the Desert' train

LINK: https://dunyanews.tv/en/WeirdNews/788243-Saudi-Arabia-to-launch-/'Dream-of-the-Desert/'-train 
RIYADH (Web DesK) -
Saudi Arabia has unveiled
the plan to launch the
'Dream of the Desert' train
service. A first-of-its-kind in
the Middle East and North
Africa region. The 40-cabin
luxury train will add extra
quality services and options
to the kingdom's means of
transportation, as per SPA.
Saudi  Arabia Rai lways
(SAR) partnered with the
Italian Arsenale Group, a
specialist in administrating
luxurious train trips, to
launch the 'Dream of the
Desert' service. The 40
luxury-cabin 'Dream of the
Desert' train will be open
for bookings at the end of
2024, and actual operation
will begin in the fourth
quarter of 2025. The first
trips will start from the
North Train Stat ion in
Riyadh, run through Hail
and end at Al Qurayyat
train station. Saudi Minister
of Transport and Logistic
Services and Chairman of
the Saudi Arabia Railways
(SAR) Engineer Saleh bin
Nasser Al Jasser said this
wou ld  be  one  o f  the
init iat ives the National
Strategy for Transport and
Logist ics has taken to
improve the quality of life
a n d  s u p p o r t  l e a d i n g
national strategies. The
signing ceremony held in
Riyadh.
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SAR Signs Agreement to Launch 'Dream of the Desert' Train in

Kingdom, First of its Kind in Region
LINK: https://www.spa.gov.sa/en/N2036905 
Riyadh, January 27, 2024,
SPA -- Minister of Transport
and Logistic Services and
Chairman of the Saudi
Arabia Railways (SAR) Eng.
Saleh bin Nasser Al-Jasser
has attended the signing
ceremony of an agreement
between SAR and the
Ital ian Arsenale Group,
specialized in administrating
luxurious train trips, to
launch the "Dream of the
Desert" train. SAR CEO Dr.
B a s h a r  A l - M a l i k  a n d
Chairman of the Arsenale
Group Paolo Barletta signed
the agreement, which is
part of a memorandum of
understanding the two sides
signed on March 15, 2023.
Al-Jasser said that the
launch, for the first time in
the Middle East and North
Africa region, of these
luxury services on trains in
the Kingdom will add extra
quality services and options
to the Kingdom's means of
transportation, adding that
this is one of the initiatives
the National Strategy for
Transport and Logistics has
taken to  improve the
quality of life and support
leading national strategies.
H e  u n d e r l i n e d  t h e
c o n s i d e r a b l e  s u p p o r t
received by the transport
and logistics sector from
the wise leadership, which
enables it to carry out its

projects,  serv ices and
development initiatives, and
praised the cooperation
between the transport
s e c t o r  a n d  v a r i o u s
stakeholders in the field,
which helps develop it and
improve the experience of
benef i c iar ies .  A l -Mal ik
u n d e r s c o r e d  S A R ' s
c o m m i t m e n t  t o
imp l emen t i ng  qua l i t y
initiatives emanating from
the company's strategy
associated with the National
Transport and Logistics
Strategy, noting that the
"Dream of the Desert" train
will be a great addition to
the services of the company
as it adds an important
tourist and entertainment
option to the list of services
to i ts  customers,  and
e n a b l e s  v i s i t o r s  a n d
residents to discover more
areas of the Kingdom while
enjoying luxurious transport
services. Barletta said that
the initial production stages
of the train have recently
b e g u n  i n  I t a l y ,  i n
preparation for having it
enter into service according
to the announced plan. The
40 luxury-cabin "Dream of
the Desert" train will be
open for bookings at the
end of the current year, and
actual operation will begin
in the fourth quarter of next
year. The first trips will

start from the North Train
Stat ion in Riyadh, run
through Hail and end at Al-
Qurayyat train station. --
SPA 15:10 Local  T ime
12:10 GMT 0007
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All Aboard the Dream of the Desert: Saudi Arabia Gears Up for a

Luxurious Rail Adventure
LINK: https://www.mediaoneonline.com/en/all-aboard-the-dream-of-the-desert-saudi-arabia-gears-up-for-a-luxurious-rail-adventure-243802 
Engl ish Al l  Aboard the
Dream of the Desert: Saudi
Arabia Gears Up for a
Luxurious Rail Adventure
Unvei l ing Opulence on
Wheels: 40 Lavish Cabins,
770 Miles of Majesty, and
the Enchantment of Arabian
Hospitality Await 27 Jan
2024 11:08 AM GMT Share
Email X RIYADH ? Saudi
Arabia Railways (SAR) and
the  e s t eemed  I t a l i an
A r sena l e  G roup  have
reached an agreement to
i n t r o du c e  t h e  h i g h l y
anticipated 'Dream of the
Desert' luxury train service
in Saudi Arabia. The Dream
of the Desert train, boasting
40  l av i sh  cab ins  and
accommodating up to 80
passengers, is set to arrive
in Saudi Arabia during the
summer of  2025.  The
inaugural departure for
paying guests is scheduled
for November 2025. The
agreement was signed by
Dr. Bashar Al-Malik, CEO of
SAR, and Paolo Barletta,
CEO o f  the  boa rd  o f
directors of Arsenale Group,
in a ceremony attended by
Eng .  Sa leh  A l - Jasse r ,
Minister of Transport and
Logistics and Chairman of
the SAR Board of Directors.
The agreement serves to
implement a memorandum
of understanding signed
between the two parties on

March 15, 2023. The first
luxury train experience
introducing "rail cruising" to
Saudi Arabia will cover a
770-mile journey from
Riyadh, passing through
Hail, and concluding in the
northern city of Al-Qurayat
near the Jordanian border.
M i n i s t e r  A l - J a s s e r
expressed his excitement
about the launch of luxury
train services, a first in the
Middle East and North
Africa region, which will
bolster qualitative services
and provide addit ional
transportation options in
t h e  K i n g d o m .  H e
h i g h l i g h t e d  t h a t  t h e
agreement aligns with the
Nat i ona l  S t ra tegy  fo r
Transport and Logistics
Services, aiming to enhance
the qual ity of l i fe and
suppor t  v i ta l  nat iona l
strategies. The minister
a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h e
invaluable support from
wise leadership, enabling
the transportat ion and
logistics services sector to
achieve significant progress
i n  i t s  s e r v i c e  a n d
development projects. He
also expressed gratitude for
the fruitful cooperation and
integration between the
s e c t o r  a n d  v a r i o u s
stakeholders in improving
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  a n d

e n h a n c i n g  u s e r
experiences. Dr. Al-Malik
e m p h a s i z e d  S A R ' s
dedication to its pioneering
ro l e  i n  imp l emen t i ng
qua l i ta t i ve  in i t i a t i ves ,
aligning with the company's
strategy and the National
Strategy for Transport and
Logist ics  Serv ices.  He
regarded the Dream of the
Desert luxury train as a
valuable addition to SAR's
services, offering customers
an exceptional tourism and
ente r ta inment  op t i on .
Additionally, the train will
provide an opportunity for
both visitors and residents
of Saudi Arabia to explore
the Kingdom's d iverse
r e g i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e
framework of luxurious
transportation services.
Barletta, speaking on behalf
of Arsenale Group, stated
that the initial production
stages of the Dream of the
Desert train have recently
c o m m e n c e d  i n  I t a l y ,
adhering to the announced
plan for its introduction to
service. He assured that the
luxury train will deliver an
Orient Express-style travel
e xpe r i e n c e ,  e n su r i n g
opu l en ce  and  supe rb
customer  sa t i s fac t ion .
Arsenale Group, renowned
for its expertise in luxury
hospitality, international
h o t e l  a n d  r e s o r t
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management, and luxury
travel, has invested over
SR200 million in the Dream
of the Desert train. The
company is dedicated to
sustainable projects aimed
at del iver ing luxurious
s e r v i c e s ,  c u r r e n t l y
operating a fleet of six
tourist trains in Italy. As
Saud i  A rab i a  eage r l y
anticipates the arrival of the
Dream of the Desert luxury
train, the collaboration
between SAR and Arsenale
Group bears the promise of
a  r e m a r k a b l e  t r a v e l
experience, introducing
uncharted levels of luxury
and entertainment.
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Unveiling The Opulent Dream Of The Desert Luxury Train In Saudi

Arabia By 2025
LINK: https://arablocal.com/news/unveiling-the-opulent-dream-of-the-desert-luxury-train-in-saudi-arabia-by-2025 
In a historic collaboration
between Saud i  Arab ia
Railways (SAR) and the
prestigious Italian Arsenale
Group, the opulent Dream
of the Desert luxury train
service is set to grace the
landscapes of Saudi Arabia
in 2025. Featuring 40 lavish
c a b i n s  c a p a b l e  o f
accommodating up to 80
discerning passengers, this
exquisite train is scheduled
to arrive in Saudi Arabia
during the summer of 2025,
with its inaugural journey
commencing in November
of the same year. The
formal agreement between
Dr. Bashar Al-Malik, SAR's
CEO, and Paolo Barletta,
CEO of the Arsenale Group,
was solidified at a recent
signing ceremony, attended
by Eng. Saleh Al-Jasser,
Minister of Transport and
Logistics, and SAR's Board
of Directors Chairman. This
collaboration stems from a
m e m o r a n d u m  o f
understanding signed on
March 15, 2023, aiming to
introduce the first-ever "rail
cruising" experience across
Saudi Arabia. The 770-mile
route from Riyadh, through
Hail, to Al-Qurayat in the
north, near the Jordanian
border, promises a unique
a n d  l u x u r i o u s  t r a v e l
adventure. Speaking at the
event, Minister Al-Jasser

expressed excitement about
the introduction of luxury
train services, marking a
g r o u n d b r e a k i n g
development in the Middle
East  and North Afr ica
region. He emphasized how
this initiative aligns with the
Nat i ona l  S t ra tegy  fo r
Transport and Logistics
Services, contributing to
enhanced quality of life and
supporting key national
strategies. Highlighting the
tremendous support from
visionary leaders, Minister
Al-Jasser applauded the
co l laborat ion 's  ro le  in
enhancing transportation
routes and elevating the
o v e r a l l  p a s s e n g e r
experience. CEO of SAR, Dr.
Al-Malik, reaffirmed SAR's
c o m m i t m e n t  t o
s p ea r h ead i n g  q ua l i t y
initiatives in line with the
Nat i ona l  S t ra tegy  fo r
Transport and Logistics
Services. He underlined the
Dream of the Desert luxury
t ra in  as  a  s ign i f i cant
addition to SAR's service
p o r t f o l i o ,  p r o v i d i n g
t r a v e l e r s  w i t h  a n
unpara l l e l ed  mode  o f
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d
en t e r t a i nmen t .  P ao l o
Barletta, CEO of Arsenale
Group, shared insights into
the ongoing preparations
for the Dream of the Desert
train, drawing parallels with

the iconic Orient Express in
terms o f  comfor t  and
luxury. With an investment
exceed ing 200 mi l l ion
r iyals,  Arsenale Group
special izes in high-end
travel, international hotel
and resort management,
and luxury hospitality. The
company envisions long-
term plans for s imi lar
luxury services, boasting a
fleet of six tourist trains in
Italy. As anticipation builds,
the Dream of the Desert
luxury train promises not
only a remarkable journey
but also an opportunity for
locals and tourists alike to
explore the beauty of Saudi
Arabia in unparalleled style
and comfort.
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The Magnificent Dream of the Desert: Saudi Arabia's First Luxury

Train Experience
LINK: https://en.hocmarketing.org/the-magnificent-dream-of-the-desert-saudi-arabias-first-luxury-111771 
Discover the opulent and
breathtaking journey of the
Dream of the Desert, Saudi
Arabia's first luxury train,
set to redefine travel in the
Middle Eastern kingdom.
Embark  on  a  journey
through stunning desert
landscapes and experience
the epitome of luxury train
travel. The Arrival of Luxury
Train Travel Saudi Arabia's
s t a t e - o w n e d  r a i l w a y
company, Saudi Arabia
R a i l w a y s  ( S A R ) ,  h a s
recent ly  announced  a
groundbreaking partnership
with Ital ian hospital i ty
company Arsenale Group,
marking the inception of the
first luxury train experience
in  the Midd le  Eastern
k i ngdom.  The  " f u l l y -
customized" trains, made
up of 40 luxury cabins, are
already under construction.
The " fu l ly-customized"
trains, made up of 40
luxury cabins, are already
under construction. The
Dream of the Desert, as it
is aptly named, is set to
revolutionize travel in Saudi
Arabia, offering travelers an
u n p a r a l l e l e d  j o u r n e y
through the kingdom's
mesmerizing landscapes in
the lap of  luxury and
comfort. A rendering of
Dream of the Desert, which
will be the first luxury train
in  the Midd le  Eastern

kingdom. A rendering of
Dream of the Desert, which
will be the first luxury train
in  the Midd le  Eastern
k i n g d o m .  W i t h  a
burgeoning interest in
attracting international
tourists, Saudi Arabia has
been making significant
strides in enhancing its
tourism sector, and the
introduction of this luxury
t ra in  marks  a  p ivota l
moment in the kingdom's
efforts to offer unique and
u n f o r g e t t a b l e  t r a v e l
experiences. The kilometer
route will extend across
Saudi Arabia's stunning
desert landscapes, along
with the city of Hail. The
kilometer route will extend
across  Saud i  Arab ia ' s
stunning desert landscapes,
along with the city of Hail.
An Extravagant Voyage
Awaits The Dream of the
Desert will embark on a
1,300-kilometer odyssey
from the vibrant capital city
of Riyadh to the enchanting
city of Qurayyat, nestled
close to the northern border
w i t h  J o r d a n .  T h i s
e x t r a o r d i n a r y  r o u t e
promises to showcase the
splendor of Saudi Arabia's
desert landscapes, with the
addition of a captivating
stop in the city of Hail.
Boasting a design inspired
by Saudi style and tradition,

the Dream of the Desert will
feature 40 fully-customized
luxury cabins, exuding
opulence and elegance. The
t r a i n  i s  c u r r e n t l y
undergoing met icu lous
c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  a n d
reservations are slated to
open  l a te r  th i s  yea r ,
o f fe r ing  t rave lers  the
chance to embark on one or
two-n ight  journeys  o f
unparalleled grandeur. With
a maximum capacity of 82
passengers, the Dream of
the Desert promises an
exclusive and int imate
experience, curated to
p e r f e c t i o n  b y  P a o l o
Barletta, CEO of Arsenale
Group, who expressed his
anticipation for the train's
debut in the kingdom. A
Vis ion for  Susta inab le
Travel Saudi Arabia's foray
into the luxury train market
aligns with the global shift
towards sustainable travel,
p r e s e n t i n g  a n
environmentally-conscious
alternative to traditional
modes of transportation. As
the demand for high-speed
tra ins  and luxury ra i l
cruises continues to rise
worldwide, the Dream of
the Desert emerges as a
greener choice, offering
travelers an eco-friendly
and luxurious mode of
e x p l o r a t i o n .  A m i d s t
substantial investments in
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rail infrastructure across the
g lobe ,  Saud i  A rab ia ' s
commitment to enhancing
i t s  r a i l  n e two r k  and
introducing high-speed
services underscores its
dedication to sustainable
and efficient travel. The
upcoming launch of the
Dream of the Desert follows
t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e
Haramain  H igh  Speed
Rai lway, ref lect ing the
k ingdom's  unwaver ing
pu r su i t  o f  i nnova t i ve
transportation solutions.
The ambitious concept of
the Dream of the Desert
stands as a testament to
SAR 's  commi tment  to
redefining luxury travel by
train, offering a glimpse
i n t o  t h e  f u t u r e  o f
sustainable and opulent
tourism experiences in the
Middle Eastern kingdom.
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Gulf country to launch luxury train service 'Dream of the Desert'

LINK: https://www.eastcoastdaily.in/2024/01/29/gulf-country-to-launch-luxury-train-service-dream-of-the-desert.html 

Riyadh: Saudi Arabia will
l aunch a  luxury  t ra in
service. The luxury train is
named 'Dream of  the
Desert'. This train service is
a first-of-its-kind in the
Middle East and North
Africa region. 'This is one of
the initiatives the National
Strategy for Transport and
Logist ics has taken to
improve the quality of life
a n d  s u p p o r t  l e a d i n g
national strategies,' said
Saudi Minister of Transport
and Logistic Services and
Chairman of the Saudi
Arabia Rai lways (SAR)
Engineer Saleh bin Nasser
Al Jasser at the signing
ceremony held in Riyadh.
Saudi  Arabia Rai lways
(SAR) partnered with the
Italian Arsenale Group to
launch the 'Dream of the
Desert' service. The train
will have 40 luxury-cabin.
The 'Dream of the Desert'
t ra in wi l l  be open for
bookings at the end of
2024, and actual operation
will begin in the fourth
quarter of 2025. The first
trips will start from the
North Train Stat ion in
Riyadh, run through Hail
and end at Al Qurayyat
train station.
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Saudi Arabia Unveils 'Dream of the Desert' Luxury Train Service

LINK: https://notebookcanvas.com/saudi-arabia-unveils-dream-of-the-desert-luxury-train-service/ 

Saudi Arabia is set to
redefine luxury travel with
the launch of the 'Dream of
the Desert' train service, a
groundbreaking initiative in
the Middle East and North
Africa. The 40-cabin luxury
t ra in ,  a  co l l abora t i on
between Saud i  Arab ia
Railways (SAR) and the
Ital ian Arsenale Group,
a i m s  t o  e l e v a t e  t h e
kingdom's transportation
opt ions. The luxur ious
'Dream of the Desert' train
is scheduled to be open for
bookings at the end of
2 0 2 4 ,  w i t h  a c t u a l
operations commencing in
the fourth quarter of 2025.
The inaugural trips will
embark from the North
Train Station in Riyadh,
traverse through Hail, and
c u l m i n a t e  a t  t h e  A l
Qurayyat train stat ion.
Saudi Minister of Transport
and Logistic Services and
SAR Chairman, Engineer
Saleh bin Nasser Al Jasser,
emphas i zed  tha t  t h i s
initiative aligns with the
Nat i ona l  S t ra tegy  fo r
Transport and Logistics,
contributing to enhancing
the qual ity of l i fe and
supporting key national
strategies. The signing
ceremony held in Riyadh
marked a significant step
towards  rea l i z ing th is
vision. According to SAR,

the 1,300-kilometer route
will offer a "luxury train
cruise" experience from
R i y a d h  t o  Q u r a y y a t ,
showcasing the kingdom's
b r e a t h t a k i n g  d e s e r t
landscapes and the city of
Hail. The fully-customized
train comprises 40 luxury
cabins, reflecting "Saudi
s t y l e  and  t r ad i t i o n . "
Reservations for one or
t w o - n i g h t  j o u r n e y s ,
accommodating up to 82
passengers, will open by
the end of the year. Paolo
Barletta, CEO of Arsenale,
expressed excitement about
the project, stating that the
initial production phases
have commenced in Italy.
The 'Dream of the Desert'
train is designed to provide
an unpara l le led travel
e x p e r i e n c e ,  b l e n d i n g
comfort  and opulence.
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Arab Saudi Siap Luncurkan Kereta Mewah Dream of the Desert 2025

LINK: https://travel.kompas.com/read/2024/01/30/163700427/arab-saudi-siap-luncurkan-kereta-mewah-dream-of-the-desert-2025# 

KOMPAS . com -  Saud i
Arabia Railways (SAR) dan
perusahaan perhotelan
Italia Arsenale Group telah
meluncurkan kereta mewah
Dream of  the  Deser t .
Kereta mewah Dream of the
Deser t  te rsebut  te lah
mencapai 200 juta riyal
Saudi  atau seki tar  Rp
8 4 1 m i l i a r  d a n  m u l a i
dioperasikan pada 2025
mendatang. Baca juga:
Kisah Kereta Djoko Kendil,
Kereta Mewah bak Hotel
Bintang 5 pada Zamannya
Melansir CNN Travel, Dream
o f  t h e  D e s e r t  a k a n
melakukan perjalanan dari
I b u  K o t a  R i y a d h  k e
Qurayyat, yang terletak
dekat dengan perbatasan
utara dan Jordan. Kereta
mewah ini memiliki rute
sepanjang 1.300 kilometer,
melintasi lanskap gurun
A r a b  S a u d i  y a n g
menakjubkan, bersama
dengan Kota Hail. Dream of
the Desert didesain dengan
gaya dan trad is i  Arab
Saudi, dengan 40 kabin
mewah yang masih dalam
tahap pembangunan. Baca
juga: Arab Saudi Tambah 6
Negara yang Bisa Ajukan
Visa Elektronik Kapasitas
untuk kereta mewah ini
hanya mengangkut 82
penumpang, dengan durasi
perjalanan satu hingga dua
malam. "Tahap produksi

awal gerbong Dream of the
Desert di Italia baru-baru
ini dimulai, dan kami tidak
sabar menunggu debut
kereta pertama kami di
kerajaan tersebut pada
tahun-tahun mendatang,"
kata Paolo Barletta, CEO
Arsenale, dikutip dari CNN
Trave l .  Kereta mewah
Dream of the Desert ini
memiliki kecepatan hingga
300 kilometer per jam.
Jalur kereta mewah ini juga
akan melakukan perluasan
d i  ba ra t  l au t  nega ra
t e r s e b u t ,  d e n g a n
m e m b e r i k a n  l a y a n a n
b e r k e c e p a t a n  t i n g g i .
Perusahaan Kereta Api
Saudi (SAR) berkomitmen
untuk mendukung visi 2030
Arab Saudi, yang bertujuan
u n t u k  p e r t u m b u h a n
pe rekonom ian  nega ra
tersebut. Salah satu cara
SAR untuk mendukung visi
tersebut adalah dengan
mengembangkan sektor
pariwisata dan budaya,
u n t u k  m e n d o r o n g
pertumbuhan ekonomi dan
mempromosikan Arab Saudi
ke dunia. CEO SAR, Bashar
b i n  Kha l ed  A l  Ma l i k ,
mengatakan bahwa ia
percaya Dream of  the
Desert akan menjadi nilai
plus yang signifikan bagi
p e r u s a h a a n .  K e r e t a
tersebut akan menawarkan
k e s e m p a t a n  b a g i

pengunjung dan penduduk
untuk menjelajahi lebih
banyak wilayah Arab Saudi
dalam transportasi mewah
y a n g  t e r i n t e g r a s i .
"Penandatanganan MOU
[ M e m o r a n d u m  o f
Understanding] antara SAR
dan Arsenale ini dianggap
sebaga i  l angkah awa l
m e n u j u  p e n g e n a l a n
tawaran baru di  pasar
p a r i w i s a t a  d e n g a n
pengalaman perjalanan
mewah dengan kereta api,"
kata Al Malik. Artikel ini
t e l a h  t a y a n g  d i
Kompas.com dengan judul
"Arab Saudi Siap Luncurkan
Kereta Mewah Dream of the
Desert 2025", Klik untuk
b a c a :
https://travel.kompas.com/
read/2024/01/30/16370042
7 / a r a b - s a u d i - s i a p -
luncurkan-kereta-mewah-
d r e a m - o f - t h e - d e s e r t -
2 0 2 5 # .

La proprietà intellettuale è riconducibile alla fonte specificata in testa alla pagina. Il ritaglio stam
pa è da intendersi per uso privato

30/01/2024 Travel.kompas.com

001523
122BARLETTA -  Rassegna Stampa 01/01/2024 - 30/09/2024



 
Italian Company 'Arsenale Group,' who built Orient Express La Dolce
Vita, is partnering with Saudi Arabia Railways to build a luxury, 40-

cabinet train
LINK: https://neom.directory/neom-news/italian-company-arsenale-group-who-built-orient-express-la-dolce-vita-is-partnering-with-saudi-arabia-railw... 
Saudi Arabia has made a
$53 million deal with an
Italian company to build a
dream in the desert, a train
that shall be the first of its
kind in the Middle East. The
Italian Company 'Arsenale
Group,' who built Orient
Express La Dolce Vita, is
par tner ing wi th  Saud i
Arabia Railways (SAR) to
build a luxury, 40-cabinet
train that shall pass from
the North Train Station in
Riyadh and end at Al-
Qurayyat Train Station.
When finished, the train will
be the first of its kind in the
region, offering a second-
to-none Arabian experience.
SAR CEO Dr. Bashar Al-
Malik underscored SAR's
c o m m i t m e n t  t o
imp l emen t i ng  qua l i t y
initiatives emanating from
the company's strategy
associated with the National
Transport and Logistics
Strategy, noting that the
"Dream of the Desert" train
will be a great addition to
the services of the company
as it adds an important
tourist and entertainment
option to the list of services
to i ts  customers,  and
e n a b l e s  v i s i t o r s  a n d
residents to discover more
areas of the Kingdom while
enjoying luxurious transport
services. Barletta said that

the initial production stages
of the train have recently
b e g u n  i n  I t a l y ,  i n
preparation for having it
enter into service according
to the announced plan.
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Everything we know about Saudi Arabia's Dream of the Desert train

LINK: https://www.factriyadh.com/saudi-arabia/news-saudi-arabia/everything-we-know-about-saudi-arabias-dream-of-the-desert-train 

337 views 0 The luxury
train wil l  operate from
2025.  Get ready to hop on
board. Saudi Arabia is
launching a luxury train
serv ice,  Dream of the
Desert. The first of its kind
in the Middle East, the
service is scheduled to open
for bookings by the end of
2024, and begin operating
by the end of 2025. Saudi
A r a b i a  R a i l w a y s  h a s
partnered wi th I ta l ian
Arsenale Group, which
specialises in high-end train
trips. The first trips will
begin from the North Train
Station in Riyadh, and run
through Hail to Al Qurayyat.
The Dream of the Desert
service wi l l  include 40
cabins and aims to elevate
the train travel. Plus, it will
add to the tourist and
entertainment offerings in
t h e  K i ngdom.   S aud i
Minister of Transport and
Logist ic  Serv ices,  and
Chairman of the Saudi
Arabia Railways Engineer,
Saleh bin Nasser Al Jasser,
explained: ?This is one of
the initiatives the National
Strategy for Transport and
Logist ics has taken to
improve the quality of life
a n d  s u p p o r t  l e a d i n g
national strategies.? Dream
of the Desert?s in i t ia l
production stages have
begun in Italy. Ital ian

Arsenale Group is a high-
end hospitality group, which
develops and manages
h o t e l s  i n  I t a l y .  T h e
c o m p a n y  h a s  a l s o
previously partnered with
t h e  O r i e n t  E x p r e s s ,
Trenitalia-Gruppo Ferrovie
dello Stato and Fondazione
FS Italiane.  In 1947, the
f i r s t  ra i lway l ine  was
constructed in Saudi Arabia.
In 1981, Riyadh Dry Port
was opened, and 2018 the
Ha r ama i n  h i gh - speed
railway was introduced. In a
b i d  t o  c r e a t e
environmentally friendly
modes of transport, the
Kingdom has also been
test ing out  hydrogen-
powered trains.  Check in
with FACT for the latest
travel news. GO: Visit 
www.sar.com.sa  for more
information.  Share
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Saudi Arabia's First Luxury Train: 5-Star Locomotive To Debut In

2025
LINK: https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/th/news/saudi-arabia-train-a-5-star-locomotive-to-debut-in-2025/ 
By Paint Chayanin and
Priyaja Bakshi Published on
Jan 30, 2024, 11:30 AM
Image credit: Arsenale
G r o u p / Y o u T u b e  E v e r
d r e a m e d  o f  g l i d i n g
seamlessly across the far-
reaching sand dunes? Well,
dream no more because
Saudi Arabia is about to
welcome its first luxury
train: the Dream of the
Desert. Arsenale Group, the
I t a l i a n  m u l t i - b r a n d
company beh ind Soho
H o u s e  R o m a ,  H o t e l
San tavenere  Mara tea ,
Orient Express La Dolce
V i t a  a n d  m o r e ,  i s
collaborating with Saudi
A r a b i a  R a i l w a y s  t o
construct this train project.
The  SAR  200  m i l l i on
( a p p r o x i m a t e l y  T H B
1,883,962,296) project will
usher in a new era of
tour ism in  the Midd le
Eastern kingdom . All you
need to know about the
luxury train in Saudi Arabia
Named  Dream o f  the
Desert, the five-star train
will take travellers on a
1,300-km-long journey
through Saudi Arabia?s
desert and cities. It will
start from Riyadh , traverse
through Hail, and culminate
in Qurayyat .  The new
luxu ry  t r a i n  a ims  t o
promote tourism within the
country, offering visitors

a n d  r e s i d e n t s  t h e
opportunity to experience
this mysterious kingdom in
the lap of luxury train
travel. While the train is
scheduled to launch in
2025, reservations open at
the end of 2024, allowing
avid rail buffs to be part of
its maiden ride, as reported
by Asharq Al-Awsat . The
train?s design will draw
inspiration from ?Saudi
style and traditions? and
will feature 40 luxury cabins
ca te r ing  to  a l l  needs
throughout  the scen ic
journey. Dream of the
D e s e r t  w i l l  h a v e  a
maximum capacity of 82
passengers, providing a
select few individuals with a
taste of  opulence and
luxury. Related Stories
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Saudi Arabia's First Luxury Train Service Is Coming in 2025

LINK: https://www.cntraveler.com/story/saudi-arabia-luxury-train-service 

Ream of the Desert will run
800 miles from Riyadh to Al
Qurayyat. BY CLARE DIGHT
January 30, 2024 Rendering
of Dream of the Desert a
luxury train set to launch in
KSA in 2025 Suppl ied
Production has started on
Dream of the Desert, the
first luxury train service in
Saudi Arabia, scheduled to
cut a swathe across the
k ingdom's  spectacu lar
desert interior by the end of
2025. Made in Italy, by
h o s p i t a l i t y  c o m p a n y
A r s ena l e  G r oup ,  a nd
commissioned by Saudi
Arabia Railways (SAR), the
40-cabin train will run on
800 mi les  o f  ex is t ing
rai lway l ines from the
cap i t a l  R i y adh  t o  A l
Qurayyat in the northern
province of Al Jawf, making
stops along the way. The
planned one- to two-day
route takes in Al Qassim,
Hail and Al Jouf, on the
edge of King Salman bin
Abdulaziz Nature Reserve,
before it terminates some
20 miles from the border
w i t h  J o r d a n .
ADVERTISEMENT SAR chief
executive Bashar bin Khalid
Al-Mal ik said the train
service would enable Saudis
and tourists to explore
more of the Kingdom when
he signed an agreement
with Arsenale CEO, Paolo

Barletta, on Tuesday. The
railway carriages will be
built in Italy, Barletta said,
b u t  w o u l d  b e  " f u l l y
customized and inspired by
Saudi style and tradition."
The Ital ian company is
a l r e a d y  w o r k i n g  i n
collaboration with Orient
Express on La Dolce Vita, a
new luxury rail service with
six itineraries criss-crossing
Italy, set to launch this
year. Arsenale has also
signed an agreement with
the UAE's national railway
company, Etihad Railway,
to develop a luxury train
that will travel across the
Middle Eastern peninsula.
The ventures come as
luxury train cruising is set
to become a popular post-
C o v i d  t r a v e l  t r e n d .
A D V E R T I S E M E N T  T h e
update on Dream of the
Desert is one of many as
Saudi Arabia fast-tracks its
ambitions to become a
leading tourist destination,
with plans to attract 150m
visitors by the end of the
decade. Last year was
marked by news of hotel
and resort developments
across the Kingdom, from
AlUla, the ancient oasis city
n e a r  t h e  s a n d s t o n e
monuments of Hegra; to
the Red Sea coast and its
islands; Sindalah Island,
p a r t  o f  t h e  N e o m

gigaproject; and the historic
settlement of Diriyah. A
ve rs i on  o f  t h i s  s to ry
or ig inal ly appeared on
Condé Nast Traveller Middle
East.
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All About the Luxury Train Service 'Dream of the Desert'!

LINK: https://www.saudimoments.com/all-about-the-luxury-train-service-dream-of-the-desert-634153.html 
Saudi Arabia has revealed
plans to introduce the
'Dream of  the Desert '
luxury train service, a
pioneering venture in the
Middle East and North
Africa. Collaborating with
the Italian Arsenale Group,
specialists in upscale train
journeys, Saudi Arabia
Railways (SAR) aims to
enhance the kingdom's
transportation options. The
40-cabin luxury train is set
to be available for bookings
by late 2024, with actual
operations commencing in
the fourth quarter of 2025.
The inaugural journeys will
originate from Riyadh's
North Train Station, passing
through Hail and concluding
at Al Qurayyat train station.
Engineer Saleh bin Nasser
Al Jasser, Saudi Minister of
Transport and Logist ic
Services and SAR Chairman
highlighted the initiative's
alignment with the National
Strategy for Transport and
Logistics. Emphasizing the
improvement of the quality
of life and support for key
nat ional  strategies,  Al
Jasser underscored the
significant backing from the
country's leadership for the
transport and logist ics
s e c t o r .  C o m m e n d i n g
c o o p e r a t i o n  a m o n g
s t a k e h o l d e r s ,  h e
emphasized the sector's
ability to execute projects,

provide services, and drive
development initiatives. The
'Dream of  the Desert '
luxury train represents a
n o t e w o r t h y  s t e p  i n
advancing transportation
options, showcasing Saudi
Arabia's commitment to
enhancing experiences and
meeting the evolving needs
of its citizens.
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Saudi Arabia luxury travel to be transformed by Dream of the Desert

luxury train in 2025
LINK: https://www.fxcompared.com/magazine/news/saudi-arabia-luxury-travel-be-transformed-dream-desert-luxury-train-2025 
Saudi Arabia's tourism
industry is set to get a
boost with the introduction
of the Dream of the Desert
luxury train in 2025. This
milestone, which is the first
of its kind in the Middle
East  and North Afr ica
region, will not only provide
qualitative services and
additional transportation
options, but also support
national strategies and
improve the quality of life
for the people. The project
is being spearheaded by
Arsenale Group, an Italian
company known for its
e x p e r t i s e  i n  l u x u r y
hospitality and international
h o t e l  a n d  r e s o r t
management. Saudi Arabia
Railways (SAR) and the
Italian Arsenale Group, a
l e a d i n g  c o m p a n y  i n
managing luxury train trips,
have recently announced
plans to launch the Dream
of the Desert luxury train
service in Saudi Arabia. The
partnership aims to bring a
new level of sophistication
to t ra in  t rave l  in  the
kingdom, aimed at wealthy
international travellers.
With a maximum capacity
of  80 passengers,  the
Dream of the Desert train
will have 40 cabins and is
set to make its debut in
Saudi Arabia in 2025. In a
recent ceremony attended

by Saleh Al-Jasser, Minister
of Transport and Logistics;
the CEO of SAR, Dr. Bashar
A l - M a l i k ;  a n d  P a o l o
Barletta, CEO of the board
of directors of Arsenale
Group, an agreement was
signed. This agreement
paves the way for the
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  a
m e m o r a n d u m  o f
unde r s t and ing  s i gned
between the two parties
e a r l i e r  t h i s  y e a r .
International high net-
worth individuals (HNWIs)
looking to experience the
Dream of the Desert luxury
train should use safe modes
of money transfer when
booking their trip. The train
will traverse a 770-mile
route from Riyadh to Al-
Q u r a y a t ,  p r o v i d i n g
passengers with views of
desert landscapes. With
initial production stages
already underway in Italy,
the t ra in  promises  to
provide an Orient Express-
s t y l e  l u x u r y  t r a v e l
experience. Minister Al-
J a s se r  exp re s sed  h i s
gratitude for the support
from the leadership and
highlighted the cooperation
between the transportation
and log i s t i cs  serv i ces
system and various parties,
to enhance transportation
patterns and enhance the
o v e r a l l  c u s t o m e r

e x p e r i e n c e .  T h i s
development reflects SAR's
dedication to its strategic
r o l e  i n  imp l emen t i ng
innovative initiatives in line
with the National Strategy
for Transport and Logistics
Services. The Dream of the
Desert will provide visitors
and residents with the
opportunity to explore more
regions of the kingdom. As
the demand for luxury
t r a v e l  e x p e r i e n c e s
continues to soar, this
highly anticipated train is
e x p e c t e d  t o  a t t r a c t
discerning travellers from
around the globe. HNWIs
wishing to travel on this
tra in can secure their
bookings early by making
s a f e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
p a y m e n t s .  W e a l t h y
travellers should ensure
that they take advantage of
the best exchange rates
available.
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SAR launches Dream of the Desert train service in Saudi Arabia, first

in MENA
LINK: https://economysaudiarabia.com/news/sar-dream-of-the-desert-saudi-arabia-mena/ 
SAR launches Dream of the
Desert train service in Saudi
Arabia, first in MENA $53
million deal with Italian
Arsenale Group to introduce
luxury train ride Dream of
the Desert train (Image
source: SPA) Saudi Arabia
recently announced the
launch of the Italian-made
Dream of the Desert train.
Saudi  Arabia Rai lways
(SAR) signed the SAR200
m i l l i o n  ( $53  m i l l i o n )
agreement to introduce the
s e r v i c e  w i t h  I t a l y ? s
Arsena le  Group .  The
agreement was signed in
Riyadh recently between
SAR?s CEO, Bashar bin
Kha l i d  A l -Ma l i k ;  a nd
chairman of the Italian
group, Paolo Barletta. The
Minister of Transport and
Logistics Services, Saleh bin
Nasser Al-Jasser, who also
serves as SAR?s chairman,
was present at the signing
ceremony. Quality services
Al-Jasser explained that
launching the luxury Dream
of the Desert train service
in Saudi Arabia, for the first
time in the Middle East and
North Africa region, will add
q u a l i t y  s e r v i c e s  a n d
additional transportation
options in the kingdom.
This agreement is one of
the initiatives under the
National Transport and
Logistics Strategy. It aims

to improve the quality of
life and support leading
national strategies. Al-
Jasser noted the great and
unlimited support that the
transportation and logistics
system has been receiving
from Saudi?s leadership.
This enabled the sector to
deve l op  i t s  s e r v i c e s ,
projects, and initiatives. He
also valued the cooperation
and  j o i n t  i n t eg ra t i on
between the government
and various part ies to
develop the transportation
s e c t o r  a n d  i m p r o v e
cus t ome r  expe r i en ce .
Tourism and entertainment
Meanwhile, Dr. Al-Malik
s t r e s s e d  S A R ? s
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  i t s
pioneering national role in
implementing qualitative
initiatives. Hence, SAR?s
strategy is directly linked to
the national strategy for
transport and logist ics
services. He emphasized
that the Dream of the
Desert train service is a
great  add i t i on  to  the
c o m p a n y ? s  s e r v i c e s .
Moreover, it provides the
opportunity for visitors and
residents of the kingdom to
discover more regions
through the integrated
framework of luxurious
transportation services.
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Saudi Arabia?s luxury train service Desert Dream to begin operations

in late 2025
LINK: https://www.arabianbusiness.com/industries/travel-hospitality/saudi-arabias-luxury-train-service-desert-dream-to-begin-operations-in-late-20... 
Saudi Arabia?s luxury train
service Desert Dream to
begin operations in late
2025  Saud i  Ra i lways
Company and the Italian
Arsenale Group, which
specializes in managing
luxury train trips, signed an
agreement to the launch
plan on Thursday Saudi
Arabia's luxury train service
Desert Dream The route will
start from the North Train
Station in Riyadh, pass
through Hail, and end at
the passenger train station
in Qurayyat Saudi Railways
Company (SAR) and the
Ital ian Arsenale Group,
w h i c h  s p e c i a l i s e s  i n
managing luxury train trips,
signed an agreement to
launch the ?Desert Dream?
train in Saudi Arabia. The
?Desert  Dream? tra in,
consisting of 40 luxury
cab ins ,  w i l l  open  fo r
reservations at the end of
the current calendar year,
and the actual operation is
expected to begin in the
fourth quarter of 2025.
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Saudi Arabia?s Dream of the Desert luxury train to start operations

in Q4 2024
LINK: https://www.zawya.com/business/travel-and-tourism/saudi-arabias-dream-of-the-desert-luxury-train-to-start-operations-in-q4-2024-il4thy73 
Saudi Arabia?s Dream of
the Desert luxury train to
start operations in Q4 2024
The total capital investment
will be $53.33mln Staff
writer, ZAWYA TRAVEL AND
TOURISM SAUDI ARABIA
TRAVEL PHOTO State-
o w n e d  S a u d i  A r a b i a
Railways (SAR) has signed
an agreement with Italy?s
Arsenale Group to launch
the ?Dream of the Desert?
luxury train - the first in the
MENA reg ion  -  a t  an
investment of 200 million
Saud i  r i y a l s  ( $53 . 33
million). The train trips will
start in the fourth quarter
of 2025, the company said
on messaging platform X.
Saudi Arabia Railways has
signed an agreement with
Italy?s Arsenale Group to
launch the ?Dream of the
Desert? luxury train - the
first in the MENA region.
Image courtesy: Saudi
P r e s s  A g e n c y  T h e
agreement wi l l  have a
duration of 25 years. The
t r a i n  w i l l  s t a r t  f r om
R iyadh?s  Nor th  T ra in
station, pass through Hail,
and end at Al-Qurayyat
station. The trip duration of
the 40-cabin train will be
between one and two
nights. (Editing by Seban
S c a r i a
seban.scaria@lseg.com )
Disclaimer: This article is

provided for informational
purposes only. The content
does not provide tax, legal
or investment advice or
op in ion regard ing  the
s u i t a b i l i t y ,  v a l u e  o r
p r o f i t a b i l i t y  o f  a n y
particular security, portfolio
or investment strategy. 
Read our full disclaimer
policy here .   © ZAWYA
2024
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Saudi Arabia announces luxury train service, 'Dream of the Desert'

LINK: https://www.newsbytesapp.com/news/lifestyle/saudi-arabia-to-launch-luxury-train-service/story 

What's the story Saudi
Arabia Railways (SAR) is
teaming up with Italy's
Arsenale Group to launch
the Middle East's premier
luxury train experience,
ca l l ed  'D ream o f  t he
De se r t . '  T h i s  1 , 300 -
k i lometer  journey wi l l
connec t  R iyadh  to  A l
Q u r a y y a t ,  n e a r  t h e
Jordanian border, offering
one or two-night trips for
up to 82 passengers. With
40 lavish cabins, the train is
set to start running in late
2025, and bookings will
open at the end of 2024.
Next Article Design Train's
design is inspired by Saudi
style and tradition The
opulent train's design is
influenced by "Saudi style
and tradition." Arsenale's
CEO ,  P ao l o  B a r l e t t a ,
announced in an official
statement that the initial
production stages of the
Dream o f  t he  Dese r t
carriages have recently
begun in Italy. The train's
goal is to offer an all-
i n c l u s i v e  l u x u r y
transportation experience
for visitors and locals alike,
as they cross the stunning
desert landscapes. The
initial journey will begin at
Riyadh's North rai lway
station, travel through Hail,
and conclude at the Al
Qurayyat station. Tourism

boost This is part of Saudi
Arabia's tourism investment
strategy This extravagant
train venture is part of
Saudi Arabia's strategy to
expand its economy and
e n h a n c e  i t s  t o u r i s m
industry. The nation plans
to pour over $800 billion
into travel and tourism over
the next ten years, with a
goal of attracting 70 million
i n t e rna t i ona l  t ou r i s t s
annually by 2030. Other
projects in Saudi Arabia
inc lude  a  new luxury
r egene r a t i v e  t o u r i sm
destination along the Red
Sea coast and the futuristic
city NEOM. You're 50%
t h r o u g h  A g r e e m e n t
Agreement was signed last
year The agreement about
the launch comes after the
project's implementation
was agreed upon in a
m e m o r a n d u m  o f
understanding (MoU) signed
on March 15, 2023 by
Arsenale Group and SAR.
Bashar bin Khaled Al Malik,
SAR's CEO believes that
Dream of the Desert will be
a valuable addition to the
company,  g iv ing  both
tour ists  and loca ls  an
opportunity to explore more
of the kingdom's regions
through a comprehensive
l uxu ry  t r anspo r t a t i on
service. Luxury trains The
move toward luxury train

travel is a global trend
Saudi Arabia's entry into
the luxury train market
coincides with the growing
global demand for high-
speed trains and upscale
rail cruises. Countries like
the US and France are
investing billions in new
infrastructure as travelers
s e e k  e c o - f r i e n d l y
alternatives to short-haul
f l i ghts  and congested
h i ghways .  The  Saud i
service is slated to debut a
year after Arsenale Group's
collaboration with Accor
Group, "Orient Express - La
Dolce Vita," another luxury
train project inspired by the
iconic 1960s "La Dolce Vita"
era.
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Saudi Arabia Railways & Arsenale to invest USD 53 million in ?Dream

of the Desert? luxury train
LINK: https://indiaoutbound.info/trade-news/saudi-arabia-railways-arsenale-to-invest-usd-53-million-in-dream-of-the-desert-luxury-train/ 
Featuring 40 luxury cabins
and a maximum capacity of
80 passengers, the ?Dream
of the Desert? luxury train
for ?rail cruising? across
Saud i  A rab i a  w i l l  b e
operational on a 1230 km
route from Riyadh. Rate
this post Saudi Arabia
R a i l w a y s  ( S A R ) ,  t h e
national railway, and the
Ital ian Arsenale Group,
w h i c h  s p e c i a l i s e s  i n
managing luxury train trips,
are on course to launch the
?Dream of the Desert?
luxury train service in Saudi
Arabia. According to press
reports, the Arsenale Group
has invested more than
SAR 200 million or USD 53
million in the ?Dream of the
Desert? train and is working
on sustainable projects for
luxury services through
tourist trains with a fleet of
six trains operating in Italy.
The statement says that the
?Dream of the Desert? train
is due to arrive in Saudi
Arabia in the summer of
2025, with the first paying
guests scheduled to depart
in November 2025. It will
feature 40 luxury cabins
and a maximum capacity of
80 passengers, says the
statement. It adds that
Bashar Al-Malik, CEO of
SAR and Paolo Barletta,
CEO o f  the  boa rd  o f
directors of Arsenale Group,

signed an agreement in this
r ega rd  r e cen t l y  i n  a
ceremony he ld  in  the
presence of Minister of
Transport and Logistics and
Chairman of the Board of
Directors of the Saudi
Arabia Rai lways (SAR)
Sa l eh  A l - J a s s e r .  The
a g r e e m e n t  a i m s  t o
implement a memorandum
of understanding signed
between the two parties on
March 15, 2023, under
which the first luxury train
for ?rail cruising? across
Saud i  A rab i a  w i l l  b e
operational on a 1230 km
route from Riyadh. It will
pass through Hail to the
northern city of Al-Qurayat,
close to the border with
Jordan. Saleh Al-Jasser
Saleh Al-Jasser ?The launch
of the luxury train services
in the Kingdom for the first
time in the Middle East and
North Africa region, will add
qualitative services and
additional options in the
transportation sector in the
Kingdom. This agreement is
one of the initiatives of the
Nat i ona l  S t ra tegy  fo r
Transport and Logistics
Services to improve the
quality of life and support
leading national strategies,?
Al-Jasser said. The minister
highlighted the great and
unlimited support that the
transportation and logistics

services system received
from the wise leadership in
enabl ing the sector to
achieve its service and
development projects and
initiatives. He appreciated
the cooperation and joint
integration between the
system and various parties
in this field to develop
transportation patterns and
improve the beneficiary?s
expe r i ence ,  adds  the
statement. It says that the
Al-Malik stressed SAR?s
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  i t s
pioneering national role in
implementing qualitative
initiatives emanating from
the company?s strategy
l inked to the Nat ional
Strategy for Transport and
Logistics Services, noting
that the Dream of the
Desert luxury train will
represent a great addition
to the company?s services
as it adds an important
tourism and entertainment
option to the list of services
provided to its customers.
This will also provide the
opportunity for visitors and
residents in the Kingdom to
discover more regions of
the Kingdom within an
integrated framework of
luxurious transportation
services. Barletta says that
the initial production stages
of the Dream of the Desert
train had recently begun in
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Italy in preparation for
entering service according
to the announced plan. He
said the luxury train will
provide Orient Express-
style luxury travel.
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?Dream of the Desert? Train to Start Trips in Q4 2025

LINK: https://english.aawsat.com/business/4814106-saudi-arabia-%E2%80%98dream-desert%E2%80%99-train-start-trips-q4-2025 
The Saudi Railways (SAR)
signed an agreement with
Italy?s Arsenale group on
Thursday to launch the
?Dream of the Desert?
luxury train, with 40 luxury
cabins worth $53.3 million.
The CEO of Saudi Railways,
Basha r  a l -Ma l i k ,  and
Chairman of Arsenale?s
Board of Directors Paolo
Barletta signed the 25-year
ag reement  unde r  t he
patronage and presence of
the Minister of Transport
and Logistics, Saleh al-
Jasser. The train will be
scheduled for reservations
at the end of this year, and
actual operation will begin
in Q4 of 2025. The first
stage of the route will be
from the al-Shamal train
station in Riyadh, passing
through Hail and ending at
al-Qurayyat train station.
T h e  S a u d i  m i n i s t e r
indicated that launching
these luxury services on
trains for the first time in
the Middle East and North
Africa region will introduce
q u a l i t y  s e r v i c e s  a n d
additional mobility options
within the Kingdom. Jasser
po in ted  out  tha t  th i s
agreement is one of the
Nat i ona l  S t ra tegy  fo r
Transport and Logistics
initiatives to improve the
quality of life and support
leading national strategies.
H e  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e

government?s support for
transport and logistics,
enabl ing the sector to
achieve its service and
development projects and
initiatives. The minister
l a u d e d  t h e  e f f e c t i v e
cooperat ion  and  jo in t
integration between the
s y s t e m  a n d  v a r i o u s
stakeholders in developing
transportation patterns and
enhancing the beneficiary
experience. SAR?s CEO
e m p h a s i z e d  t h e
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  i t s
pioneering national role in
implementing qualitative
initiatives emanating from
the company?s strategy
l inked to the Nat ional
Strategy. He highlighted
that introducing the ?Dream
of the Desert? significantly
enhances the company?s
serv ices,  present ing a
c r u c i a l  t o u r i s t  a n d
entertainment option for its
customers. The train will
allow visitors and residents
of the Kingdom to explore
various regions within an
integrated framework of
luxurious transportation
services, said Malik. The
Cha i rman o f  Arsena le
stated that  the in i t ia l
production stages of the
luxurious train had recently
b e g u n  i n  I t a l y  i n
preparation for entering
service according to the
announced plan. Arsenale is

a multi-brand company that
develops and manages
luxury hosp i ta l i ty  and
lifestyle assets. It develops
luxury hotel concepts and
works  on  sus ta inab l e
projects for luxury services
via tourist trains through a
fleet of six trains operating
in Italy.
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Saudi Arabien bekommt seinen ersten Luxuszug

LINK: https://www.diepresse.com/18053028/saudi-arabien-bekommt-seinen-ersten-luxuszug 
Der Luxuszug "Dream of
the Desert" führt 1300
Kilometer durch die Wüste
und soll dem Trend zum
Slow Tourism Tribut zollen.
Wer bei  Luxuszug und
Saudi  Arab ien an den
Orientexpress denkt, der
l iegt nicht ganz falsch.
Tatsächlich haben sich für
das neue Zugprojekt die
s t a a t l i c h e
Eisenbahngesellschaft Saudi
Arabia Railways mit der
A r s e n a l e  G r o u p
zusammengetan, die eben
auch Touren mi t  dem
Orientexpress anbietet. Der
Luxuszug namens "Dream
of the Desert" soll dabei
1300 Kilometer durch die
Wüste von der Hauptstadt
Riad nach Al Qurayyat
nördlich der Grenze zu
Jordan ien  führen.  E in
Highlight auf der Strecke
soll unter anderem die
Oasenstadt Ha'il sein. 82
Passagieren sollen in 40
Suiten ein exklusives und
glamouröses Erlebnis auf
Schienen geboten werden.
Ab Ende 2025 soll der Zug
Fahrt aufnehmen, mit dem
Bau wurde in Italien bereits
begonnen, der ganze Zug
wird "Made in Italy" sein.
Optisch soll er aber von der
s a u d i s c h e n  T r a d i t i o n
i n s p i r i e r t  s e i n .
"Bahnkreuzfahrten" im
T r end  Saud i  A r ab i e n
möchte mit "Dream of the

Desert" auf den Trend zum
Slow und Experimental
T ou r i sm  au f s p r i n g en ,
"Bahnkreuzfahrten" seinen
besonders populär, heißt es
in einer Presseaussendung.
Der Zug soll ein weiterer
A n z i e h u n g s p u n k t  f ü r
Touristen sein, bis 2030 will
man 150 Millionen Besucher
jährlich im Königreich Saudi
A r a b i e n  e m p f a n g e n .
Zugreisen sind ein Trend,
d e r  n a c h  d e r
C o v i d p a n d e m i e  n o c h
beliebter geworden ist. Das
Unternehmen Arsenale
führt in diesem Jahr sechs
Routen durch Italien mit
dem Orient Express La
Dolce Vita ein. Und auch die
Vereinigten Arabischen
Emi ra te  wo l l en  e i nen
L u x u s z u g .  E i n e
Vere inbarung  mi t  de r
E i s enbahngese l l s cha f t
E t ihad  Ra i lway  wurde
bereits unterzeichnet. (cg)
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Arábia Saudita irá lançar primeiro trem de luxo do Oriente Médio

LINK: https://saobentoemfoco.com.br/arabia-saudita-ira-lancar-primeiro-trem-de-luxo-do-oriente-medio/ 

L inkedIn  WhatsApp  A
empresa ferroviária estatal
da Arábia Saudita (SAR, na
sigla em inglês) fechou um
acordo de 200 milhões de
riais sauditas (US$ 53,33
milhões) com a italiana
Arsenale Group para lançar
o primeiro trem de luxo do
Oriente Médio. A Arábia
Saudita abriu oficialmente
as suas portas aos turistas
i n t e r n a c i o n a i s  e m
?momento histórico? em
2019, e o reino do Médio
Oriente tem feito todos os
e s f o r ç o s  p a r a  a t r a i r
visitantes desde então. O
p a í s  f e z  v á r i o s
investimentos turísticos de
alto nível nos últimos anos
? entre eles, uma cidade
modelo de US$ 500 bilhões
no deserto do noroeste da
Arábia Saudita. Agora, o
reino está aderindo ao
movimento slow travel em
grande estilo, entrando no
mercado de trens de luxo.
?Cruzeiro de trem de luxo?
De acordo com a mídia
estatal da Arábia Saudita, o
novo trem deve começar a
operar no final de 2025. O
Dream o f  t he  Dese r t
o f e rece rá  v i agens  de
?cruzeiro de trem de luxo?
da capi ta l ,  R iad,  para
Qurayyat, que fica perto da
fronte i ra norte com a
Jordânia, de acordo com
um comunicado à imprensa

emitido pela SAR. A rota de
1 .300  qu i l ômet ros  se
estenderá pelas paisagens
de sé r t i c a s  d a  A r áb i a
Saudita, juntamente com a
cidade de Hail. Com um
design inspirado no ?estilo
e tradição sauditas?, os
t r e n s  ? t o t a l m e n t e
personalizados?, compostos
por 40 cabines de luxo, já
estão em produção, com
reservas programadas para
serem abertas no final do
ano. Viagens de uma ou
d u a s  n o i t e s  e s t a r ã o
disponíveis para reserva,
com capacidade máxima de
82 passageiros, de acordo
com Paolo Barletta, CEO da
Arsenale. ?As fases iniciais
de produção dos vagões do
Dream of the Desert na
I t á l i a  c o m e ç a r a m
recen t emen te ,  e  ma l
podemos esperar  pe la
estreia do nosso primeiro
trem no reino nos próximos
anos?, disse Barletta em
um comunicado of ic ial.
Escolha mais ecológica A
decisão da Arábia Saudita
de entrar no mercado de
trens de luxo ocorre no
m o m e n t o  e m  q u e  a
demanda por trens de alta
velocidade e ?cruzeiros
f e r r ov i á r i o s ?  de  l uxo
continua a aumentar em
todo o mundo. Muitos
pa í s e s  t êm  i nves t i do
milhões, ou bilhões em

alguns casos, em novas
infraestruturas à medida
que os clientes buscam
a l t e r n a t i v a s  m a i s
sustentáveis para viagens
de cur ta  d is tânc ia  ou
e s c a p a r  d e  r o d o v i a s
c o n g e s t i o n a d a s .  O
presidente dos EUA, Joe
Biden, prometeu US$ 30
bilhões para projetos e
melhorias ferroviárias em
todo o país, enquanto, de
acordo com a Reuters, a
França planeja fortalecer
s u a  r e d e  f e r r o v i á r i a
investindo cerca de 100
bilhões de euros (US$ 106
bilhões) em viagens de
trem até 2040. O serviço
saudita está programado
para ser lançado cerca de
um ano depois do ?Orient
Express ? La Dolce Vita?,
uma colaboração entre o
Arsenale Group e o Accor
Group. As projeções do
trem de 11 vagões, que se
inspira no período ?La Dolce
Vita? da década de 1960,
foram reveladas em 2021,
revelando um interior com
12 ?cabines de luxo?, 18
suítes,  uma ?Suíte de
Hon ra?  e  um vagão -
restaurante. ?As viagens de
trem representam a opção
m a i s  e c o l ó g i c a  d e
transporte, aprimorando as
viagens a grandes cidades,
bem como a locais de
pequeno e médio porte com

La proprietà intellettuale è riconducibile alla fonte specificata in testa alla pagina. Il ritaglio stam
pa è da intendersi per uso privato

04/02/2024 15:02
Sito Web SÃ£o Bento em Foco - Noticias de SÃ£o Bento - ParaÃ-ba - Brasil

001523
148BARLETTA -  Rassegna Stampa 01/01/2024 - 30/09/2024



locais culturais e paisagens
atraentes?, disse Luigi
Corradi, CEO e gerente
geral da Trenitalia, parte da
empresa ferroviária estatal
italiana Ferrovie dello Stato,
em um comunicado na
época. A notícia da chegada
do Dream of the Desert
ocorre quase seis anos após
o lançamento da Ferrovia
d e  A l t a  V e l o c i d a d e
H a r a m a i n  d a  A r á b i a
Saudita, que conecta as
cidades sagradas de Meca e
Med i na  ao  Ae ropo r t o
Internacional Rei Abdulaziz
em Jeddah,  em 2018.
I n v e s t i m e n t o  e m
i n f r a e s t r u t u r a
Transportando trens a
velocidades de até 300
km/h, espera-se que a rede
ferroviária se estenda por
todo o reino do Oriente
Méd io .  Também estão
s e n d o  f e i t o s
aprimoramentos nas linhas
existentes no noroeste do
país, com mais serviços de
alta velocidade por vir. Em
janeiro de 2022, o Ministro
de Investimentos da Arábia
Saudita, Khalid al-Falih,
anunc iou  p lanos  para
construir 8.000 quilômetros
de ferrovias em todo o país.
E é provável que mais
desenvolvimentos sejam
anunciados nos próximos
meses, à medida que o
reino do Oriente Médio
avança a todo vapor em
sua tentativa de revigorar
seu setor  de tur ismo,
diversificar sua economia e
reduzir sua dependência da

receita do petróleo. A
Arábia Saudita planeja
investir mais de US$ 800
bilhões em turismo nos
próximos 10 anos, com o
ob je t i vo  de  a t ra i r  70
m i l h õ e s  d e  t u r i s t a s
internacionais por ano até
2 0 3 0 .  O s  p r o j e t o s
atualmente em andamento
incluem um novo destino
turístico de luxo ao longo
da costa do Mar Vermelho e
a cidade futurista NEOM,
que está sendo construída
do zero no deserto do
noroeste da Arábia Saudita.
Números recentes sugerem
que esses esforços estão
valendo a pena. De acordo
com a Organização Mundial
de Turismo (OMT), o país
relatou um crescimento de
5 6 %  n a s  c h e g a d a s
internacionais em 2023 em
relação aos níveis pré-
pandêmicos de 2019. A
Saudi Railway Company
prometeu seu compromisso
c o m  u m  p r o g r a m a
governamental conhecido
como ?Visão 2030?, que
visa diversificar a economia
do país na próxima década,
e n f a t i z a n d o  q u e  o
desenvolvimento do setor
de turismo e cultura ?é um
de seus objetivos mais
importantes?. O CEO da
SAR, Bashar bin Khaled Al
Malik, diz acreditar que o
Dream of the Desert será
um acréscimo significativo à
empresa, oferecendo aos
visitantes e residentes a
chance de descobrir mais
regiões do reino ?dentro de

uma estrutura integrada de
serviços de transporte de
luxo?. Então, será que o
Dream of the Desert será
impressionante o suficiente
para competir com trens
como o Orient Express ? La
Do l ce  V i t a ,  o  Ven i ce
Simplon-Orient-Express,
que va i  de Londres a
Veneza, ou mesmo o Seven
Stars in Kyushu, um dos
trens mais luxuosos do
Japão? É esperar para ver,
mesmo que esteja evidente
que a SAR tem grandes
esperanças em relação a
esse ambicioso conceito. ?A
ass inatura  desse  MoU
[ m e m o r a n d o  d e
entendimento] entre a SAR
e o Arsenale deve ser
considerada um primeiro
passo para a introdução de
u m a  n o v a  o f e r t a  n o
mercado de turismo com
uma experiência de viagem
de luxo por trem?, diz Al
Malik. Matéria traduzida do
inglês: Leia a reportagem
original aqui Compartilhe:
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Arábia Saudita irá lançar primeiro trem de luxo do Oriente Médio

LINK: https://www.cnnbrasil.com.br/economia/negocios/arabia-saudita-ira-lancar-primeiro-trem-de-luxo-do-oriente-medio/ 

Arábia Saudita irá lançar
primeiro trem de luxo do
Oriente Médio Switch A
seguir Arábia Saudita irá
lançar primeiro trem de
luxo do Oriente Médio
Estatal saudita e grupo
italiano fecham contrato de
US$ 53  mi lhões  para
projeto inédito no reino
Novo trem deve começar a
operar no final de 2025
D i v u l g a ç ã o / S A R
04/02/2024 às 04:00 |
Atualizado 04/02/2024 às
20:43 Compart i lhe:  A
empresa ferroviária estatal
da Arábia Saudita (SAR, na
sigla em inglês) fechou um
acordo de 200 milhões de
riais sauditas (US$ 53,33
milhões) com a italiana
Arsenale Group para lançar
o primeiro trem de luxo do
Oriente Médio. A Arábia
Saudita abriu oficialmente
as suas portas aos turistas
i n t e r n a c i o n a i s  e m
?momento histórico? em
2019, e o reino do Médio
Oriente tem feito todos os
e s f o r ç o s  p a r a  a t r a i r
visitantes desde então. O
p a í s  f e z  v á r i o s
investimentos turísticos de
alto nível nos últimos anos
? entre eles, uma cidade
modelo de US$ 500 bilhões
no deserto do noroeste da
Arábia Saudita. Agora, o
reino está aderindo ao
movimento slow travel em

grande estilo, entrando no
mercado de trens de luxo.
?Cruzeiro de trem de luxo?
De acordo com a mídia
estatal da Arábia Saudita, o
novo trem deve começar a
operar no final de 2025. O
Dream o f  t he  Dese r t
o f e rece rá  v i agens  de
?cruzeiro de trem de luxo?
da capi ta l ,  R iad,  para
Qurayyat, que fica perto da
fronte i ra norte com a
Jordânia, de acordo com
um comunicado à imprensa
emitido pela SAR. A rota de
1 .300  qu i l ômet ros  se
estenderá pelas paisagens
de sé r t i c a s  d a  A r áb i a
Saudita, juntamente com a
cidade de Hail. Com um
design inspirado no ?estilo
e tradição sauditas?, os
t r e n s  ? t o t a l m e n t e
personalizados?, compostos
por 40 cabines de luxo, já
estão em produção, com
reservas programadas para
serem abertas no final do
ano. Viagens de uma ou
d u a s  n o i t e s  e s t a r ã o
disponíveis para reserva,
com capacidade máxima de
82 passageiros, de acordo
com Paolo Barletta, CEO da
Arsenale. ?As fases iniciais
de produção dos vagões do
Dream of the Desert na
I t á l i a  c o m e ç a r a m
recen t emen te ,  e  ma l
podemos esperar  pe la
estreia do nosso primeiro

trem no reino nos próximos
anos?, disse Barletta em
um comunicado oficial. Leia
Mais Petrobras evita rota no
Mar Vermelho em meio a
ataques, mas sem custos
adicionais, diz empresa
Escolha mais ecológica A
decisão da Arábia Saudita
de entrar no mercado de
trens de luxo ocorre no
m o m e n t o  e m  q u e  a
demanda por trens de alta
velocidade e ?cruzeiros
f e r r ov i á r i o s ?  de  l uxo
continua a aumentar em
todo o mundo. Muitos
pa í s e s  t êm  i nves t i do
milhões, ou bilhões em
alguns casos, em novas
infraestruturas à medida
que os clientes buscam
a l t e r n a t i v a s  m a i s
sustentáveis para viagens
de cur ta  d is tânc ia  ou
e s c a p a r  d e  r o d o v i a s
c o n g e s t i o n a d a s .  O
presidente dos EUA, Joe
Biden, prometeu US$ 30
bilhões para projetos e
melhorias ferroviárias em
todo o país, enquanto, de
acordo com a Reuters, a
França planeja fortalecer
s u a  r e d e  f e r r o v i á r i a
investindo cerca de 100
bilhões de euros (US$ 106
bilhões) em viagens de
trem até 2040. O serviço
saudita está programado
para ser lançado cerca de
um ano depois do ?Orient
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Express ? La Dolce Vita?,
uma colaboração entre o
Arsenale Group e o Accor
Group. As projeções do
trem de 11 vagões, que se
inspira no período ?La Dolce
Vita? da década de 1960,
foram reveladas em 2021,
revelando um interior com
12 ?cabines de luxo?, 18
suítes,  uma ?Suíte de
Hon ra?  e  um vagão -
restaurante. ?As viagens de
trem representam a opção
m a i s  e c o l ó g i c a  d e
transporte, aprimorando as
viagens a grandes cidades,
bem como a locais de
pequeno e médio porte com
locais culturais e paisagens
atraentes?, disse Luigi
Corradi, CEO e gerente
geral da Trenitalia, parte da
empresa ferroviária estatal
italiana Ferrovie dello Stato,
em um comunicado na
época. A notícia da chegada
do Dream of the Desert
ocorre quase seis anos após
o lançamento da Ferrovia
d e  A l t a  V e l o c i d a d e
H a r a m a i n  d a  A r á b i a
Saudita, que conecta as
cidades sagradas de Meca e
Med i na  ao  Ae ropo r t o
Internacional Rei Abdulaziz
em Jeddah,  em 2018.
I n v e s t i m e n t o  e m
i n f r a e s t r u t u r a
Transportando trens a
velocidades de até 300
km/h, espera-se que a rede
ferroviária se estenda por
todo o reino do Oriente
Méd io .  Também estão
s e n d o  f e i t o s
aprimoramentos nas linhas

existentes no noroeste do
país, com mais serviços de
alta velocidade por vir. Em
janeiro de 2022, o Ministro
de Investimentos da Arábia
Saudita, Khalid al-Falih,
anunc iou  p lanos  para
construir 8.000 quilômetros
de ferrovias em todo o país.
E é provável que mais
desenvolvimentos sejam
anunciados nos próximos
meses, à medida que o
reino do Oriente Médio
avança a todo vapor em
sua tentativa de revigorar
seu setor  de tur ismo,
diversificar sua economia e
reduzir sua dependência da
receita do petróleo. A
Arábia Saudita planeja
investir mais de US$ 800
bilhões em turismo nos
próximos 10 anos, com o
ob je t i vo  de  a t ra i r  70
m i l h õ e s  d e  t u r i s t a s
internacionais por ano até
2 0 3 0 .  O s  p r o j e t o s
atualmente em andamento
incluem um novo destino
turístico de luxo ao longo
da costa do Mar Vermelho e
a cidade futurista NEOM,
que está sendo construída
do zero no deserto do
noroeste da Arábia Saudita.
Números recentes sugerem
que esses esforços estão
valendo a pena. De acordo
com a Organização Mundial
de Turismo (OMT), o país
relatou um crescimento de
5 6 %  n a s  c h e g a d a s
internacionais em 2023 em
relação aos níveis pré-
pandêmicos de 2019. A
Saudi Railway Company

prometeu seu compromisso
c o m  u m  p r o g r a m a
governamental conhecido
como ?Visão 2030?, que
visa diversificar a economia
do país na próxima década,
e n f a t i z a n d o  q u e  o
desenvolvimento do setor
de turismo e cultura ?é um
de seus objetivos mais
importantes?. O CEO da
SAR, Bashar bin Khaled Al
Malik, diz acreditar que o
Dream of the Desert será
um acréscimo significativo à
empresa, oferecendo aos
visitantes e residentes a
chance de descobrir mais
regiões do reino ?dentro de
uma estrutura integrada de
serviços de transporte de
luxo?. Então, será que o
Dream of the Desert será
impressionante o suficiente
para competir com trens
como o Orient Express ? La
Do l ce  V i t a ,  o  Ven i ce
Simplon-Orient-Express,
que va i  de Londres a
Veneza, ou mesmo o Seven
Stars in Kyushu, um dos
trens mais luxuosos do
Japão? É esperar para ver,
mesmo que esteja evidente
que a SAR tem grandes
esperanças em relação a
esse ambicioso conceito. ?A
ass inatura  desse  MoU
[ m e m o r a n d o  d e
entendimento] entre a SAR
e o Arsenale deve ser
considerada um primeiro
passo para a introdução de
u m a  n o v a  o f e r t a  n o
mercado de turismo com
uma experiência de viagem
de luxo por trem?, diz Al
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Malik. Matéria traduzida do
inglês: Leia a reportagem
original aqui Tópicos
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'Dream Of The Desert' Luxury Train To Be Built In Saudi Arabia

LINK: https://dailyausaf.com/en/latest-news/dream-of-the-desert-train-to-be-built-in-saudi-arabia.html 

IYADH: The 'Dream of the
Desert' train service is set
t o  b e g i n  o p e r a t i o n s ,
acco rd ing  to  a  Saud i
a n n o u n c e m e n t .  A n
unprecedented event in the
Middle East and North
Africa. According to SPA,
the 40-cabin luxury train
will expand the kingdom's
transportation alternatives
and quality services. Read
More: Tourists stranded at
Mur ree  amid  snowfa l l
Launching the 'Dream of
the Desert' service, Saudi
Arabia Rai lways (SAR)
teamed up with the Italian
Arsenale Group, an expert
in managing opulent train
excursions. Reservations for
the 40-cabin "Dream of the
Desert" train will open at
the end of  2024, and
service is scheduled to start
in the fourth quarter of
2025. The initial journeys
will begin at Riyadh's North
rail Station, travel through
Hail, and conclude at the Al
Qurayyat rail station. Read
More: Gold Rate in Pakistan
Today-1 February 2024 This
is one of the steps the
Nat i ona l  S t ra tegy  fo r
Transport and Logistics has
taken to  enhance the
quality of life and support
leading national strategies,
according to Saudi Minister
of Transport and Logistic
Services and Chairman of

the Saudi Arabia Railways
(SAR), Engineer Saleh bin
Nasser A l  Jasser.  The
signing event that took
place in Riyadh.
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Saudi Arabien bekommt seinen ersten Luxuszug

LINK: https://www.diepresse.com/18053028/saudi-arabien-bekommt-seinen-ersten-luxuszug 
Der Luxuszug "Dream of
the Desert" führt 1300
Kilometer durch die Wüste
und soll dem Trend zum
Slow Tourism Tribut zollen.
Wer bei  Luxuszug und
Saudi  Arab ien an den
Orientexpress denkt, der
l iegt nicht ganz falsch.
Tatsächlich haben sich für
das neue Zugprojekt die
s t a a t l i c h e
Eisenbahngesellschaft Saudi
Arabia Railways mit der
A r s e n a l e  G r o u p
zusammengetan, die eben
auch Touren mi t  dem
Orientexpress anbietet. Der
Luxuszug namens "Dream
of the Desert" soll dabei
1300 Kilometer durch die
Wüste von der Hauptstadt
Riad nach Al Qurayyat
nördlich der Grenze zu
Jordan ien  führen.  E in
Highlight auf der Strecke
soll unter anderem die
Oasenstadt Ha'il sein. 82
Passagieren sollen in 40
Suiten ein exklusives und
glamouröses Erlebnis auf
Schienen geboten werden.
Ab Ende 2025 soll der Zug
Fahrt aufnehmen, mit dem
Bau wurde in Italien bereits
begonnen, der ganze Zug
wird "Made in Italy" sein.
Optisch soll er aber von der
s a u d i s c h e n  T r a d i t i o n
i n s p i r i e r t  s e i n .
"Bahnkreuzfahrten" im
T r end  Saud i  A r ab i e n
möchte mit "Dream of the

Desert" auf den Trend zum
Slow und Experimental
T ou r i sm  au f s p r i n g en ,
"Bahnkreuzfahrten" seinen
besonders populär, heißt es
in einer Presseaussendung.
Der Zug soll ein weiterer
A n z i e h u n g s p u n k t  f ü r
Touristen sein, bis 2030 will
man 150 Millionen Besucher
jährlich im Königreich Saudi
A r a b i e n  e m p f a n g e n .
Zugreisen sind ein Trend,
d e r  n a c h  d e r
C o v i d p a n d e m i e  n o c h
beliebter geworden ist. Das
Unternehmen Arsenale
führt in diesem Jahr sechs
Routen durch Italien mit
dem Orient Express La
Dolce Vita ein. Und auch die
Vereinigten Arabischen
Emi ra te  wo l l en  e i nen
L u x u s z u g .  E i n e
Vere inbarung  mi t  de r
E i s enbahngese l l s cha f t
E t ihad  Ra i lway  wurde
bereits unterzeichnet. (cg)
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Saudi Arabia's First Luxury Train Service Is Coming in 2025

LINK: https://scenenow.com/Traveller/Saudi-Arabia-s-First-Luxury-Train-Service-Is-Coming-in-2025 

Saudi Arabia is preparing to
unvei l  i ts latest travel
experience - Dream of the
Desert, the Kingdom's first
l u xu r y  t r a i n  s e r v i c e ,
promising access to the
c o u n t r y ' s  d i v e r s e
landscapes and cultural
s i g h t s .  T h e  p r o j e c t ,
commissioned by Saudi
Arabia Railways (SAR) and
executed by the Italian
Arsenale Group, involves
the creation of a 40-cabin
train specifically designed
f o r  l u x u r i o u s  t r a v e l .
Scheduled to launch by the
end of 2025, this rolling
hospital i ty project wi l l
traverse 800 miles across
ex is t ing ra i lway l ines,
start ing in the capita l
Riyadh and culminating
near the Jordanian border
in Al Qurayyat. Passengers
can expect stopovers in
destinations like Al Qassim,
Hail, and Al Jouf, each
offering a glimpse into the
Kingdom's culture and
heritage. The train's design
will blend modern luxury
wi th  t rad i t iona l  Saud i
aes the t i c s ,  wh i l e  t he
carriages, which will be
crafted in Italy by renowned
rail travel experts Arsenale
Group, will be customized
to reflect the distinct style
and her i tage of  Saudi
Arabia. This project also
aligns with Saudi Arabia's

ambit ious Vis ion 2030
tourism goals. Aiming to
attract 150 million visitors
by 2030, the Kingdom is
act ively developing i ts
tour ism infrastructure,
including hotels and resorts
across diverse regions.
Dream of the Desert acts as
a  s t ra teg i c  i n i t i a t i ve ,
attracting high-end tourists
and showcasing the nation's
h i d d e n  t r e a s u r e s .
Furthermore, with post-
pandemic travel trends
leaning towards experiential
and slow travel, luxury train
c r u i s i n g  i s  g a i n i n g
significant traction. Dream
of the Desert capitalizes on
this trend, offering a unique
and personalized way to
explore the heart of Saudi
Arabia.
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Saudi Rail to launch 'Dream of the Desert' train

LINK: https://www.tradearabia.com/news/TTN_418244.html 
Saudi Rail to launch 'Dream
of the Desert' train RIYADH,
2 days ago Saudi Arabia
R a i l w a y s  ( S A R )  h a s
announced that i t  has
s e a l e d  a  s t r a t e g i c
partnership with Italian
Arsenale Group, a specialist
in administrating luxurious
train trips, for launching its
'Dream of the Desert' train
service.   A first-of-its-kind
in the Middle East and
North Africa region, the 40-
cabin luxury Dream of the
Desert train will add extra
quality services and options
to the kingdom's means of
transportation, reported
SPA ,  c i t i n g  a  s en i o r
minister.   "This is one of
the initiatives the National
Strategy for Transport and
Logist ics has taken to
improve the quality of life
a n d  s u p p o r t  l e a d i n g
national strategies," said
Saudi Minister of Transport
and Logistic Services and
Chairman of the Saudi
Arabia Rai lways (SAR)
Engineer Saleh bin Nasser
Al Jasser at the signing
ceremony held in Riyadh.  
The agreement, inked by
SAR Chief Executive Dr
Ba sha r  A l  Ma l i k  and
Arsenale Group Chairman
Paolo Barletta, comes as
part of a MoU sealed by the
two sides in March last
year.   Al Jasser underlined
the considerable support

received by the transport
and logistics sector from
the wise leadership, which
enables it to carry out its
projects,  serv ices and
development initiatives, and
praised the co-operation
between the transport
s e c t o r  a n d  v a r i o u s
stakeholders in the field.  
Al Malik underscored SAR's
c o m m i t m e n t  t o
imp l emen t i ng  qua l i t y
initiatives emanating from
the company's strategy
associated with the National
Transport and Logistics
Strategy.   He pointed out
that the Dream of the
Desert train will be a great
addition to the services of
SAR as it adds an important
tourist and entertainment
option to the list of services
to i ts  customers,  and
e n a b l e s  v i s i t o r s  a n d
residents to discover more
areas of the kingdom while
enjoying luxurious transport
services, reported SPA.  
According to SAR, the
Dream of the Desert train
will be open for bookings at
the end of the current year,
but the actual operations
will kick off in Q4 next year.
  Barletta said that the
initial production stages of
the train have recently
b e g u n  i n  I t a l y ,  i n
preparation for having it
enter into service as per
schedule.   The first trips

will begin from the North
Train Station in Riyadh, run
through Hail and end at Al
Qurayyat train stat ion.
Tags:
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The first luxury train to arrive in Saudi Arabia in 2025

LINK: https://www.mediabeast.pk/the-first-luxury-train-to-arrive-in-saudi-arabia-in-2025/ 
Saudi Arabia is preparing to
introduce "Dream of the
Desert," its first-ever luxury
train service, by the end of
2025, in a move that will
revolutionise luxury travel
i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  T h e
a m b i t i o u s  p r o j e c t  i s
scheduled to span an 800-
mile, captivating route from
the bustling metropolis of
Riyadh to the northern
province of Al Jawf's Al
Q u r a y y a t .  I t  i s  a
collaboration between Saudi
Arabia Railways (SAR) and
the I ta l ian hosp i ta l i ty
company Arsenale Group.
800 Miles of Magnificence
The train, which has 40
opulent compartments, is a
v o y a g e  t h r o u g h  t h e
breathtaking desert interior
of the kingdom as well as a
mode of transportation. The
one- to two-day itinerary
has been met iculously
planned and will stop in Al
Qassim, Hail, and Al Jouf,
giving travellers a taste of
Saud i  A rab ia ' s  var ied
terrain and rich cultural
diversity. The ult imate
location, which is only 20
k i l o m e t r e s  f r o m  t h e
Jordanian border, gives the
journey a more global
flavour. The CEO of SAR,
Bashar bin Khalid Al-Malik,
expressed enthusiasm for
the planned luxury train
service. highlighting its
contribution to enabling

residents and visitors to the
Kingdom to see more of it.
Paolo Barletta, the CEO of
Arsenale, was signing the
a g r e e m e n t .  A l - M a l i k
emphasised the train's
importance in boosting
travel. inviting guests to set
ou t  on  a  r emarkab l e
adventure influenced by
Saudi culture and customs.
Ital ian precision meets
Saudi tradition. There is no
denying Dream of  the
Desert's Italian artistry.
Arsenale Group contributes
i t s  know ledge  to  the
undertaking. The train cars
are made in Italy, but they
will be painstakingly altered
to showcase Saudi Arabia's
diverse cultural heritage.
Passengers may anticipate
a n  u n m a t c h e d  a n d
distinctive travel experience
thanks to this fusion of
Italian precision with Saudi
h istory.  Dream of  the
Desert's debut fits in with
Saudi Arabia's aggressive
tourism objectives, which
include drawing 150 million
tourists by the end of the
decade. The monarchy has
quickly developed a number
of tourism sites, thanks to
its ambitious aim. From the
c o n t e m p o r a r y  N e o m
g i g a p r o j e c t  t o  t h e
picturesque Red Sea coast,
the old oasis city of AlUla is
a l lur ing.  The Arsenale
Group's participation in

o t h e r  l u x u r y  t r a i n
initiatives, such as La Dolce
V i t a  i n  I t a l y  a n d  a
partnership with Etihad
Railway in the United Arab
Emirates, suggests that
luxury train cruising is
becoming a more popular
post-Covid travel option.
Saudi Arabia is not only
keeping up but also setting
new benchmarks in the
tourism industry with the
launch of Dream of the
Desert, an opulent journey
t h r o u g h  t h e  A r a b i a n
P e n i n s u l a .
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Saudi Arabia to launch 'Dream of the Desert' train

LINK: https://pakobserver.net/saudi-arabia-to-launch-dream-of-the-desert-train/ 
Saudi Arabia has unveiled
the plan to launch the
'Dream of the Desert' train
service. A first-of-its-kind in
the Middle East and North
Africa region. The 40-cabin
luxury train will add extra
quality services and options
to the kingdom's means. Of
transportation, as per SPA.
Saudi  Arabia Rai lways
(SAR) partnered with the
Italian Arsenale Group, a
specialist in administrating
luxurious train trips, to
launch the 'Dream of the
Desert' service. The 40
luxury-cabin 'Dream of the
Desert' train will be open
for bookings at the end of
2024, and actual operation
will begin in the fourth
quarter of 2025. The first
trips will start from the
North Train Stat ion in
Riyadh, run through Hail
and end at Al Qurayyat
train station. Saudi Minister
of Transport and Logistic
Services and Chairman of
the Saudi Arabia Railways
(SAR) Engineer Saleh bin
Nasser Al Jasser said this
wou ld  be  one  o f  the
init iat ives the National
Strategy for Transport and
Logist ics has taken to
improve the quality of life
a n d  s u p p o r t  l e a d i n g
national strategies. The
signing ceremony held in
Riyadh. Production has
started on Dream of the

Desert, the first luxury train
service in Saudi Arabia,
scheduled to cut a swathe
ac ross  the  k ingdom's
spectacular desert interior
by the end of 2025. Made in
I t a l y ,  b y  h o s p i t a l i t y
company Arsenale Group,
and commissioned by Saudi
Arabia Railways (SAR), the
40-cabin train will run on
1,300 kilometres of existing
rai lway l ines from the
cap i t a l  R i y adh  t o  A l
Qurayyat in the northern
province of Al Jawf, making
stops along the way. The
planned one- to two-day
route takes in Al Qassim,
Hail and Al Jouf, on the
edge of King Salman bin
Abdulaziz Nature Reserve,
before it terminates some
30km from the border with
Jordan. SAR chief executive
Bashar bin Khalid Al-Malik
said the train service would
enable Saudis and tour-ists
to explore more of the
Kingdom when he signed an
agreement with Arsenale
CEO, Paolo Barletta, on
Tuesday .  The  ra i lway
carriages will be built in
Italy, Barletta said, but
would be "fully customised
and inspired by Saudi style
and tradition". The Italian
company is already working
in collabo-ration with Orient
Express on La Dolce Vita, a
new luxury rail service with
six itineraries criss-crossing

Italy, set to launch this
year. Arsenale has also
signed an agreement with
the UAE's national railway
company, Etihad Railway,
to develop a luxury train
that will travel across the
Middle Eastern peninsula.
The ventures come as
luxury train cruising is set
to become a popular post-
Covid travel trend. The
update on Dream of the
Desert is one of many as
Saudi Arabia fast-tracks its
ambitions to become a
leading tourist destination,
with plans to attract 150m
visitors by the end of the
decade. Last year was
marked by news of hotel
and resort developments
across the Kingdom, from
AlUla, the ancient oasis city
n e a r  t h e  s a n d s t o n e
monuments of Hegra; to
the Red Sea coast and its
islands; Sindalah Island,
p a r t  o f  t h e  N e o m
gigaproject; and the historic
settlement of Diriyah.- INP
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Arab Bikin Kereta Mewah Dream of The Desert, Lintasi Gurun Pasir

LINK: https://www.cnbcindonesia.com/lifestyle/20240201142845-33-510875/arab-bikin-kereta-mewah-dream-of-the-desert-lintasi-gurun-pasir 

Arab Bikin Kereta Mewah
Dream of  The Desert ,
Lintasi Gurun Pasir Lifestyle
-  T im Redaks i ,  CNBC
Indonesia 01 February 2024
17:35 SHARE Foto: Kereta
Mewah Dream of the Desert
Milik Arab Saudi. (Dok.
Arsena le  S .P .A . /Saud i
A r a b i a  R a i l w a y s )
Jakarta, CNBC Indonesia -
Pernah membayangkan
n a i k  k e r e t a  m e w a h
membelah gurun pasir?
Anda  b i sa  merasakan
pengalaman tersebut di
Arab Saudi. Perusahaan
kereta api Saudi Arabia
Railways (SAR) baru-baru
ini mencapai kesepakatan
sen i la i  US$53,33 ju ta
(seki tar Rp826 mi l iar)
d e n g a n  p e r u s a h a a n
perhotelan Italia Arsenale
Group untuk meluncurkan
kereta mewah pertama di
kerajaan Timur Tengah
tersebut. Menurut media
yang dikelola pemerintah
Arab Saudi, kereta baru ini
akan mulai beroperasi pada
akhir tahun 2025. Kereta
yang diberi nama 'Dream of
t h e  D e s e r t '  a k a n
menawarkan perjalanan
mewah dari ibu kota Riyadh
ke Qurayyat, yang terletak
dekat dengan perbatasan
Jordan, menurut siaran pers
yang d ike luarkan SAR
p e k a n  l a l u .
A D V E R T I S E M E N T

La proprietà intellettuale è riconducibile alla fonte specificata in testa alla pagina. Il ritaglio stam
pa è da intendersi per uso privato

05/02/2024 11:02
Sito Web CNBC Indonesia

001523
153BARLETTA -  Rassegna Stampa 01/01/2024 - 30/09/2024



 
Super Mewah, Arab Saudi akan Operasikan Kereta Orient Express

ala Gurun Pasir
LINK: https://serpong.inews.id/read/401283/super-mewah-arab-saudi-akan-operasikan-kereta-orient-express-ala-gurun-pasir 
Super Mewah, Arab Saudi
akan Operasikan Kereta
Orient Express ala Gurun
Pasir  Anton Suhartono
Selasa, 30 Januari 2024 |
08:17 WIB Saudi Arabia
R a i l w a y s  a k a n
mengoperasikan kereta
super-mewah Dream of the
Desert mulai 2025 (Foto:
S P A )  R I Y A D H ,
iNewsSerpong.id - Operator
kereta Arab Saudi , Saudi
Arabia Rai lways (SAR)
menggandeng  I t a l i a n
A r s e n a l e  G r o u p ,
perusahaan yang mengelola
p e r j a l a n a n  k e r e t a
s u p e r m e w a h ,
mengoperasikan kereta
mel intas i  gurun pas i r .
Layanan ini akan tersedia
p a l i n g  c e p a t  p a d a
N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 5 ,
menambah atraksi wisata di
negara Teluk tersebut,
sekaligus sebagai sarana
transportasi kelas atas. CEO
SAR Bashar Al Malik serta
bos Arsenale Group Paolo
Barletta menandatangani
per janj ian ker ja sama
tersebut baru-baru ini,
d i s a k s i k a n  M e n t e r i
perhubungan dan Logistik
Arab Saudi yang juga Ketua
Dewan Direksi SAR, Saleh
A l  J a s s e r .  A l  J a s s e r
mengatakan, peluncuran
layanan kereta api super-
m e w a h  d i  S a u d i  i n i
merupakan yang pertama

kal i  d i  kawasan Timur
Tengah dan Afrika Utara. 
?Perjanjian ini merupakan
salah satu inisiatif Strategi
N a s i o n a l  L a y a n a n
Transportasi dan Logistik
u n t u k  m e n i n g k a t k a n
k u a l i t a s  h i d u p  d a n
m e n d u k u n g  s t r a t e g i
u n g g u l a n  n a s i o n a l , ?
ujarnya, dikutip dari Saudi
G a z e t t e ,  S a b t u
(27/1/2024). Sementara itu
A l  Ma l i k  mengatakan ,
layanan kereta mewah
bernama Dream of the
Desert itu menjadi nilai
tambah bagi perusahaan.
Kereta itu menjadi alternatif
serta atraksi pariwisata
baru dan hiburan dalam
l a y a n a n n y a .   P a d a
kesempatan yang sama,
Barletta mengatakan tahap
awal produksi Dream of the
Desert telah dimulai di
Ital ia dan akan selesai
s e s u a i  r e n c a n a .  D i a
menjanjikan kereta mewah
t e r s e b u t  a k a n
menghadirkan perjalanan
mewah ala kereta legenda
Orient Express pada 1880-
an yang menghubungkan
P a r i s  d e n g a n
Konstant inopel.  Kereta
Dream o f  t he  Dese r t
memiliki 40 kabin mewah
dengan kapasitas maksimal
80 penumpang. Kereta
akan tiba di Arab Saudi
pada musim panas 2025.

Kereta mewah pertama
yang akan melintas di atas
rel khusus penjelajah ini
akan beroperasi sejauh
1.232 km, yakni dari Ibu
Kota Riyadh menuju Al
Qurayat, dekat perbatasan
dengan Yordania. (*)
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Home Travel 

La Dolce Vita Orient Express Is Coming To Italy In 

2025 
By Rebecca Cox 

18 hours ago 

Just one more reason to add Italy to your wanderlust list. 

This post may contain affiliate links. Learn more 

La Dolce Vita Orient Express Suite 

We’d love to stop banging on about ‘ the great rail renaissance ’ , but frankly, we can’t. 

Travel has shifted completely over the last few years from ‘get there, now’ to ‘get there, 

well’. The journey is becoming as important as the destination, which means that spending 

less time on an airport coach and taking our shoes off at security, and more time staring out 

a train window at rolling hills and jagged cliffs while sipping from a glass of something 

cold and crisp is increasingly appealing. The latest rail journey to pique our interest? The 

upcoming 2025 launch of La Dolce Vita Orient Express, Italy ‘s first ultra-luxurious train. 

Reservations are now open for the inaugural season, set to begin in Spring 2025, offering 

eight one-and-two-night itineraries traversing the Italian peninsula. The new voyages 

promise to revive the glamour of the 1960s and 70s La Dolce Vita era through immersive 

journeys celebrating Italian culture, cuisine, wine, and design, so dust off that copy of 

Murder On The Orient Express , slip into your most fabulous cocktail attire and book 

yourself a ticket. 

‘La Dolce Vita Orient Express is set to offer an inimitable take on luxury rail travel, 

reigniting a bygone era through a contemporary lens, Italian style,’ says General 

Manager Samy Ghachem. 



La Dolce Vita Orient Express Suite 

Vintage Italian Design, Modern Italian Cuisine 

The train’s interior was designed by Dimorestudio and pays homage to iconic Italian 

designers like Carlo Scarpa and Gio Ponti, marrying vintage aesthetics with modern 

comfort. Passengers will be able to choose one of 12 deluxe cabins and 18 suites for their 

voyage. 

Guests will also have access to the new La Dolce Vita Orient Express Executive Lounge in 

Rome before boarding and once on board, will be able to indulge in the cuisine of three- 

Michelin-starred chef Heinz Beck, who will curate regionally-inspired menus celebrating 

Italy’s culinary heritage. A partnership with Vinitaly will showcase wines from across 

Italy’s wine regions on each journey. 

Immersive Train Journeys Across Italy 

The planned routes will span 14 regions and 131 cities, from the Alps to Sicily. Highlights 

include the mediaeval village of Palena, the ancient city of Matera, and a rail ferry 

experience to Sicily. 

‘The itineraries offer access to once difficult to reach destinations and an immersion 

into the heart of cities that are international hubs of art and culture,’ says Ghachem. 

HOW? 

Journeys promise to be an intimate luxury experience with 62 passengers per 12-carriage 

train. Pricing starts at €3,500 per person for a one-night deluxe cabin journey. orient- 

express.com 

How You Could Own Five 

Holiday Homes For The Price 

Of One 

Thinking of purchasing a holiday home but can’t settle on a location? We know the feeling. 

But what if you didn’t have to choose? This is the concept underpinning August , a global 

homeowner network celebrating unique real estate in Europe ’s most beautiful destinations. 

Elevating second-home ownership to a seamless and hassle-free experience, here’s exactly 

how it works, plus how you can join Europe’s pioneering luxury co-ownership community. 

Want to discover more? Request a Brochure from August today 



Introducing August, The Better Way To Own Holiday 

Homes 

Cotswolds, Premium Home 

How Does It Work? 

August facilitates effortless holiday home ownership; with fractional ownership, multiple 

people can own and enjoy up to five residences across Europe. August finds, buys, designs 

and renovates all five homes to an exceptional standard across five sought-after European 

destinations, taking care of all admin and maintenance – and you get to call all of them 

home for less than the price of one. 

It’s the next level in effortless travelling and home-ownership, and members of August ’s 

exclusive community holiday an average of 12 weeks per year. There are five collections to 

choose from, spanning Europe’s most iconic destinations, including the French Riviera, 

Tuscany, Mallorca, the Alps and the Cotswolds – all highly-sought regions you’ll want to 

visit year-round, with easy flight connections. Each home is welcoming, family friendly 

and features stylish yet timeless interiors curated by experts, charmingly matched to the 

destination. 

Provence, South of France, Signature Collection 

Why It Makes Sense 

Full Ownership 

Not only will you get to holiday in these five gorgeous houses, but every family or 

individual has collective ownership. This is an equity purchase, with real ownership, 

transparency and control. 

More For Your Money 

With shares starting from €365,000, you can part-own over €7,500,000 of prime real estate 

for a fraction of the cost. Plus, with five destinations at your disposal, you’re not restricted 

to just one property to call your second home. 

Hassle-Free 

August takes all of the hassle out of holiday home ownership, managing the purchase, 

maintenance and management of every home, including everything from housekeeping to 

gardening, cleaning the pool filter to paying the bills. If you’ve been put off holiday home 

ownership due to language barriers, unfamiliar legal and administrative processes, a lack of 

market expertise or simply not being in the area for viewings, August is the perfect 

antidote, allowing you to simply show up after all the hard work has been done, lie back 

and enjoy your dream property. 



Stylish 

With a wealth of experienced interior designers underpinning the collection, your five 

properties are carefully renovated and designed to expertly blend home comforts with 

modern technology. Welcome home. 

Want to discover more? Request a Brochure from August today 

Here Are The Homes You Could Own With August 

Ready to take a look at the gorgeous properties already owned by the August community? 

August has a collection for every lifestyle, including multigenerational properties the whole 

family can enjoy. You will have the opportunity to own up to five properties grouped into 

one of four collections. And if you can’t decide which community suits you best, why not 

join two? 

start the slideshow 

How To Join August 

Ready to join the August community? Click here to contact the August Advisory team 

today. 
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Pride On The Venice French & Italian 
Simplon-Orient- Riviera By Rail 
Express 

Travel 

Iconic British & 
Irish Rail Journeys 

C&TH Newsletter 

Sign up today to receive our newsletters and enjoy free access to the latest digital edition of C&TH. 

By signing up, you confirm you have read and agree to our Terms & Conditions . 

Home SPONSORED 

A Guide To The Caribbean’s Hidden Gems 
By Olivia Emily 

2 months ago 

Idyllic castaway vibes at these lesser known spots 
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La Dolce Vita Orient Express Is Coming To Italy In 2025 
Story by Country and Town House • 1w • 2 min read 

We’d love to stop banging on about ‘ the great rail renaissance ’ , but frankly, we can’t. Travel has shifted completely 

over the last few years from ‘get there, now’ to ‘get there, well’. The journey is becoming as important as the 

destination, which means that spending less time on an airport coach and taking our shoes off at security, and more 

time staring out a train window at rolling hills and jagged cliffs while sipping from a glass of something cold and 

crisp is increasingly appealing. The latest rail journey to pique our interest? The upcoming 2025 launch of La Dolce 

Vita Orient Express, Italy ‘s first ultra-luxurious train. 

Reservations are now open for the inaugural season, set to begin in Spring 2025, offering eight one-and-two-night 

itineraries traversing the Italian peninsula. The new voyages promise to revive the glamour of the 1960s and 70s La 

Dolce Vita era through immersive journeys celebrating Italian culture, cuisine, wine, and design, so dust off that copy 

of Murder On The Orient Express , slip into your most fabulous cocktail attire and book yourself a ticket. 

‘La Dolce Vita Orient Express is set to offer an inimitable take on luxury rail travel, reigniting a bygone era 

through a contemporary lens, Italian style,’ says General Manager Samy Ghachem. 

© 2024 Microsoft 

La Dolce Vita Orient Express 

© Provided by Country and Town House 

La Dolce Vita Orient Express Suite 

Vintage Italian Design, Modern Italian Cuisine 

The train’s interior was designed by Dimorestudio and pays homage to iconic Italian designers like Carlo Scarpa and 

Gio Ponti, marrying vintage aesthetics with modern comfort. Passengers will be able to choose one of 12 deluxe 

cabins and 18 suites for their voyage. 

Guests will also have access to the new La Dolce Vita Orient Express Executive Lounge in Rome before boarding and 

once on board, will be able to indulge in the cuisine of three-Michelin-starred chef Heinz Beck, who will curate 

regionally-inspired menus celebrating Italy’s culinary heritage. A partnership with Vinitaly will showcase wines from 

across Italy’s wine regions on each journey. 

Immersive Train Journeys Across Italy 

The planned routes will span 14 regions and 131 cities, from the Alps to Sicily. Highlights include the mediaeval 

village of Palena, the ancient city of Matera, and a rail ferry experience to Sicily. 

‘The itineraries offer access to once difficult to reach destinations and an immersion into the heart of 

cities that are international hubs of art and culture,’ says Ghachem. 

HOW? 

Journeys promise to be an intimate luxury experience with 62 passengers per 12-carriage train. Pricing starts at 

€3,500 per person for a one-night deluxe cabin journey. orient-express.com 
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Rail 

Reservations now open for Italy’s first luxury 
train, La Dolce Vita Orient Express 
Theodore Koumelis 

19.06.2024 1241 

Ground Transportation 

La Dolce Vita Orient Express 



Italy’s first luxury train, La Dolce Vita Orient Express, launches in Spring 2025, offering eight Related posts 
itineraries across Italy, bookings open now. 

Statistics & 

Trends 
Italy ’s first luxury train, La Dolce Vita Orient Express , will commence its journeys in Spring of 2025, with 

bookings now open at orient-express.com. Taking luxury rail travel to unparalleled heights, with a ‘Made in 

Italy’ experience, this exquisite new travel offering will feature eight one-to-two-night itineraries with 

immersive explorations from the north to the south of the country. 
The Data Appeal 

Company: Insights This venture, expertly guided by new General Manager Samy Ghachem (formerly Managing Director at 

into Mediterranean 
Sereno Hotels and Frosch ) marks a partnership between Italian luxury hospitality group Arsenale S.p.A. , 

tourism beyond 
Orient Express, and Trenitalia -Gruppo Ferrovie dello Stato , Fondazione FS and Treni Turistici Italiani summer 2024 

TTI . The arrival of La Dolce Vita Orient Express comes close to the arrival of the first two Orient Express 

hotels: Orient Express La Minerva in Rome, followed by Orient Express Palazzo Donà Giovannelli in Venice. Ground 

Transportation 
The journeys will include access to the newly established La Dolce Vita Orient Express Executive Lounge at 

Roma Ostiense. The train’s design and décor conceived by Italian Dimorestudio have been masterfully 

curated to communicate the art of Italian living, with the sumptuous interior celebrating the design and 

craftmanship of 1960’s and 1970’s La Dolce Vita period in Italy. 
LVMH and Accor 

join forces to take The project takes inspiration from masters of Italian design, including Carlo Scarpa, Gio Ponti and Ignazio 
Orient Express to 

Gardella through to the great artists of the Spatialism movement that put space and time at the centre of 
new horizons 

its compositions, such as Lucio Fontana, Agostino Bonalumi and Enrico Castellani. La Dolce Vita Orient 

Express train marries the golden age of Italian design with a more contemporary spirit of travel. The design 
Special 

project was conceived to embody a flawless and understated balance between the historic and 
Interest Travel 

contemporary, while still maintaining its authenticity. The spaces are thoughtfully designed and always well- 

curated and subtle details complement each other graciously. 

Beck & Maltese Consulting , alongside La Dolce Vita Orient Express, confirmed that renowned three 
The rebirth of 

Michelin-starred chef Heinz Beck will oversee the cuisine onboard the rail cruises. Guests will have the 
tourism in Italy’s art 

pleasure of experiencing the curated menu by this world-renowned chef with a deep connection to Italy. cities 

With the ambition of its cuisine to become a recognised part of UNESCO heritage, the train will offer 

regional and thematic routes, celebrating the culinary diversity of each region traversed during every Ground 

journey. Transportation 

Wines onboard will showcase everything from the biggest labels through to lesser-known wineries, always 

synonymous with quality and the uniqueness typical of Italy. To curate the wine list, La Dolce Vita Orient 

Express has partnered with Vinitaly, one of the world’s largest and most significant international wine and 
Trenitalia Summer 

spirits exhibitions, committing to selecting six outstanding wine companies annually presented at the Experience – 1.8 

exhibition that represent north, south and central Italy. This ties into the wider brand goal of fostering billion euros 

invested, mainly in associations with local Italian life and celebrating authentic symbols of Italian excellence. This is just one of 
fleet renewal 

many exciting brand collaborations to be announced with the purpose of highlighting the very best from 

each region that the ‘Made in Italy’ itineraries visit. 

La Dolce Vita Orient Express with 12 carriages per train (only 62 passengers per train), 12 deluxe cabins, 18 

suites and one La Dolce Vita Suite combines romance, style, the art of encounters and relaxation, with a 

cruising model for round-trip experiences. 

The trips cover 16,000km of track, including 7,000km of non-electrified railway, spread over 14 regions and 

131 cities across Italy. Central to the experience will be exclusive, thoughtfully curated and memorable 

excursions, included in the cost, along with full-board accommodation. The eight itineraries are designed to 

provide a highly emotional travel experience, appealing to all five senses. Taking in the breadth of the 

country, it is a journey into the heart of nature, through its lakes, forests, sumptuous coasts and Alpine 

mountains, and an immersion into the centre of cities that are international hubs of art and culture, from 

Milan to Florence, Venice and Rome. 



The itineraries also offer access to once difficult to reach destinations, such as Matera in Basilicata, the third 

oldest city in the world, with its ancient architecture, caves and stunning natural beauty, and Palena, a 

beautiful mountainous village in Abruzzo with medieval architecture, scenic views and rich cultural heritage. 

A remarkable itinerary also includes the world’s first passenger rail ferry, accessing the island of Sicily, where 

the train will decouple at Calabria and load onto a ferry, for the experience to resume on water, before 

being reassembled and continuing the tracks in Messina. 

Samy Ghachem comments: “It is a privilege to join La Dolce Vita Orient Express at this key period in the revival of 

the iconic Orient Express brand and the launch of Italy’s first foray into luxury rail hospitality. La Dolce Vita Orient 

Express is set to offer an inimitable take on luxury rail travel, reigniting a bygone era through a contemporary 

lens, Italian style.” 

Follow TravelDailyNews International on Google News 

Theodore Koumelis 

Co-Founder & Managing Director - Travel Media Applications | Website | 

+ Posts 

Theodore is the Co-Founder and Managing Editor of TravelDailyNews 

Media Network; his responsibilities include business development and 

planning for TravelDailyNews long-term opportunities. 
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The specialist helping agents 

capitalise on the boom in rail 

holidays 

26 Jun 2024 by Katherine Masters 

We connect the dots for travel agents booking rail, says 

Frank Marini, chief executive of Railbookers, which has 

seen FIT business triple in size since Covid 

resort in Crete 

Switzerland is enduringly popular says Railbookers 

There are many reasons driving the trend for rail holidays, says Frank 

Marini, president and chief executive of Railbookers Group, noting that 

their customers are choosing rail for sustainability reasons, because they 

don’t want to drive, or they simply want an adventure. “We call rail the 

sleeping giant,” he says. 

Railbookers Group has seen spectacular growth in recent years, partly 

helped by the Covid years, which presented an opportunity because rail 

networks did not shut down in the same way that the aviation industry did. 

“Before the pandemic we had double-digit growth every year for 10 years. 

Today we are three times the size we were pre-Covid,” Marini adds. 

Railbookers Group includes Amtrak Vacations in the US and Railbookers 

outside the US. The main source markets are the US, Canada, the UK, 

Australia and New Zealand, and the business has staff in six countries and 

34 US states. The rail product ranges from luxury tourist trains to intercity 

services, and the key differentiator for the company is offering flexible 

independent travel (FIT) holidays, which include hotel bookings, transfers 

and sightseeing tours alongside train tickets. 

“We connect the dots for the travel agent,” says Marini. “We can provide 

instant quotes and a flexible booking window.” 

Find the latest contacts in our travel supplier directory 

Railbookers 



There are multiple benefits for agents in focusing on rail. It’s not a seasonal 

product and there are no peak booking times so money can be made year- 

round. “You can book for tomorrow, or you can book for a year ahead,” 

explains Marini, adding that the FIT nature of the product means there are 

no fixed departure dates and last-minute bookings can generally be 

accommodated. 

Railbookers can also step in whenever there’s disruption: “When there’s a 

domino effect with missed connections, that’s where we come in for the 

travel agent and rearrange everything. We take the anxiety away from travel 

advisors and customers.” 

He says it’s hard to define a typical rail customer. Although the bulk of 

Railbookers’ clients are fifty-plus, they can be travelling by train for many 

reasons. They might be opting for a river cruise and rail package; they might 

want to recreate the interrail experiences of their youth on a different level; 

or take a “bleisure” trip involving rail, which is becoming more common. 

“Rail means something different to every person,” says Marini. “We don’t 

get a lot of train buffs, but we do get a lot of travellers.” 

Frank Marini is president and chief executive of Railbookers Group 

Anna Davies, partnership marketing director for Railbookers in the UK, 

agrees: “Rail can be anything anybody wants it to be. There’s so much 

flexibility in the product, it lends itself naturally to different parts of the 

market.” 

Not sure where to start if your client is open to rail but doesn’t have a fixed 

route in mind and the possibilities feel endless? “Maps are great collateral,” 

advises Davies. “Show the customer the European rail network as a starting 

point.” 

When customers are keen to experience rail further afield, Marini suggests 

agents kickstart a consultation with Railbookers’ lighthouse product, an 

80-day Round the World by Luxury Train itinerary, featuring four 

continents and 10 countries. “It’s a bucket list trip and we do make bookings 

for it,” he explains. “But it also helps draw attention to everything we else 

sell.” 



Railbookers can incorporate the Andean Explorer into Peru itineraries 

Railbookers has a steady stream of new product launches, and these are 

often inspired by real-time booking trends. Recent long-haul expansion has 

included tours in Argentina, South Africa and New Zealand, and south-east 

Asia is the next area of focus. Closer to home, there’s a new selection of 

Italian itineraries incorporating the La Dolce Vita Orient Express train 

launching in April 2025. 

While the FIT nature of the product makes it difficult to showcase in a fam 

trip, Railbookers is keen for agents to experience the allure of a rail holiday, 

and offers a 20% discount for personalised fam trips. “We’ll offer 20% for 

the agent and three additional passengers travelling with them, anywhere 

you choose,” says Davies. 

Above all, the company is keen to cement its reputation as the rail holiday 

experts. “Ticketing agents won’t tell you how to get to the station, where to 

stay, what to see,” says Marini. “Call us to ask where to sit on the train for 

the best views. Our staff are trained on it. We can take the pressure off 

agents, because we speak train.” 

Operators Rail Rail Holidays Selling tips 
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Experience La Dolce Vita Orient Express in Italy 
Like Us Follow Us Follow us 

Facebook Twitter Instagram 

June 27, 2024 
Sign-up for Our Email Newsletter 

FIND A LUXURY HOTEL & BOOK 

WITH EXCLUSIVE PERKS! 

Embark on an unforgettable journey inspired by the glamour of the 1960s and 1970s, featuring eight exclusive itineraries to 

remarkable destinations, launching in the Spring of 2025. 

Italy's first luxury train, La Dolce Vita Orient Express , will commence its journeys in Spring of 2025, with bookings now open 

at orient-express.com 

Taking luxury rail travel to unparalleled heights, with a ‘Made in Italy’ experience, this exquisite new travel offering will 

feature eight one-to-two-night itineraries with immersive explorations from the north to the south of the country. 

This venture, expertly guided by new General Manager Samy Ghachem (formerly Managing Director at Sereno Hotels and 

Frosch) marks a partnership between Italian luxury hospitality group Arsenale S.p.A., Orient Express, and Trenitalia-Gruppo 

Ferrovie dello Stato, Fondazione FS and Treni Turistici Italiani TTI. The arrival of La Dolce Vita Orient Express comes close 

to the arrival of the first two Orient Express hotels: Orient Express La Minerva in Rome, followed by Orient Express Palazzo 



Donà Giovannelli in Venice. 

The journeys will include access to the newly established La Dolce Vita Orient Express Executive Lounge at Roma Ostiense. 

The train’s design and décor conceived by Italian Dimorestudio have been masterfully curated to communicate the art of 

Italian living, with the sumptuous interior celebrating the design and craftmanship of 1960’s and 1970’s La Dolce Vita 

period in Italy. 

The project takes inspiration from masters of Italian design, including Carlo Scarpa, Gio Ponti and Ignazio Gardella through 

to the great artists of the Spatialism movement that put space and time at the centre of its compositions, such as Lucio 

Fontana, Agostino Bonalumi and Enrico Castellani. La Dolce Vita Orient Express train marries the golden age of Italian 

design with a more contemporary spirit of travel. The design project was conceived to embody a flawless and understated 

balance between the historic and contemporary, while still maintaining its authenticity. The spaces are thoughtfully 

designed and always well-curated and subtle details complement each other graciously. 

Beck & Maltese Consulting, alongside La Dolce Vita Orient Express, confirmed that renowned three Michelin-starred chef 

Heinz Beck will oversee the cuisine onboard the rail cruises. Guests will have the pleasure of experiencing the curated menu 

by this world-renowned chef with a deep connection to Italy. With the ambition of its cuisine to become a recognised part of 
Luxury Partners 

UNESCO heritage, the train will offer regional and thematic routes, celebrating the culinary diversity of each region 

traversed during every journey. 

Atlantis Dubai - An iconic 

entertainment destination 

comprised of two world- 

class resorts that bring you 

extraordinary experiences. 

JW Marriott The Rosseau 

Muskoka Resort & Spa 

Villa Lala — Romantic 

Boutique Hotel in Puerto Wines onboard will showcase everything from the biggest labels through to lesser-known wineries, always synonymous 

Vallarta with quality and the uniqueness typical of Italy. To curate the wine list, La Dolce Vita Orient Express has partnered with 

Vinitaly, one of the world’s largest and most significant international wine and spirits exhibitions, committing to selecting six 

outstanding wine companies annually presented at the exhibition that represent north, south and central Italy. This ties into 

the wider brand goal of fostering associations with local Italian life and celebrating authentic symbols of Italian excellence. 

This is just one of many exciting brand collaborations to be announced with the purpose of highlighting the very best from 
Cabo Platinum - Cabo San 

each region that the ‘Made in Italy’ itineraries visit. 
Lucas Luxury Villas, Yachts & 

Concierge Services 

La Dolce Vita Orient Express with 12 carriages per train (only 62 passengers per train), 12 deluxe cabins, 18 suites and one 

La Dolce Vita Suite combines romance, style, the art of encounters and relaxation, with a cruising model for round-trip 

experiences. 

Villa Firenze - Costa Rica 
The trips cover 16,000km of track, including 7,000km of non-electrified railway, spread over 14 regions and 131 cities 

Luxury Villa Rental 
across Italy. Central to the experience will be exclusive, thoughtfully curated and memorable excursions, included in the 

cost, along with full-board accommodation. The eight itineraries are designed to provide a highly emotional travel 

experience, appealing to all five senses. Taking in the breadth of the country, it is a journey into the heart of nature, through 

its lakes, forests, sumptuous coasts and Alpine mountains, and an immersion into the centre of cities that are international 

hubs of art and culture, from Milan to Florence, Venice and Rome. 

Polaris Slingshot - A three- 

wheeled sensation that re- The itineraries also offer access to once difficult to reach destinations, such as Matera in Basilicata, the third oldest city in 

ignites your love for driving the world, with its ancient architecture, caves and stunning natural beauty, and Palena, a beautiful mountainous village in 

Abruzzo with medieval architecture, scenic views and rich cultural heritage. A remarkable itinerary also includes the world’s 

first passenger rail ferry, accessing the island of Sicily, where the train will decouple at Calabria and load onto a ferry, for the 

experience to resume on water, before being reassembled and continuing the tracks in Messina. 
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Italy’s first luxury train – La Dolce Vita 

Orient Express 

Posted in News , sticky-news on 4 July, 2024 

Italy’s first luxury train, La Dolce Vita Orient Express, will commence its journeys in Spring of 2025, with bookings now open at orient-express.com 

Taking luxury rail travel to unparalleled heights, with a ‘Made in Italy’ experience, this exquisite new travel offering will feature eight one-to-two-night 

itineraries with immersive explorations from the north to the south of the country. 

This venture, expertly guided by new General Manager Samy Ghachem (formerly Managing Director at Sereno Hotels and Frosch) marks a partnership 

between Italian luxury hospitality group Arsenale S.p.A., Orient Express, and Trenitalia-Gruppo Ferrovie dello Stato, Fondazione FS and Treni Turistici 

Italiani TTI. The arrival of La Dolce Vita Orient Express comes close to the arrival of the first two Orient Express hotels: Orient Express La Minerva in Rome, 

followed by Orient Express Palazzo Donà Giovannelli in Venice. 



The journeys will include access to the newly established La Dolce Vita Orient Express Executive Lounge at Roma Ostiense. The train’s design and décor 

conceived by Italian Dimorestudio have been masterfully curated to communicate the art of Italian living, with the sumptuous interior celebrating the 

design and craftmanship of 1960’s and 1970’s La Dolce Vita period in Italy. 



The project takes inspiration from masters of Italian design, including Carlo Scarpa, Gio Ponti and Ignazio Gardella through to the great artists of the 

Spatialism movement that put space and time at the centre of its compositions, such as Lucio Fontana, Agostino Bonalumi and Enrico Castellani. La 

Dolce Vita Orient Express train marries the golden age of Italian design with a more contemporary spirit of travel. The design project was conceived to 

embody a flawless and understated balance between the historic and contemporary, while still maintaining its authenticity. The spaces are thoughtfully 

designed and always well-curated and subtle details complement each other graciously. 

La Dolce Vita Orient Express with 12 carriages per train (only 62 passengers per train), 12 deluxe cabins, 18 suites and one La Dolce Vita Suite combines 

romance, style, the art of encounters and relaxation, with a cruising model for round-trip experiences. 

Samy Ghachem comments: “ It is a privilege to join La Dolce Vita Orient Express at this key period in the revival of the iconic Orient Express brand and the 

launch of Italy’s first foray into luxury rail hospitality. La Dolce Vita Orient Express is set to offer an inimitable take on luxury rail travel, reigniting a bygone 

era through a contemporary lens, Italian style. ” 

www.orient-express.com/la-dolce-vita 
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now open for Italy’s first luxury train with unique 
round-trip itineraries 
Embark on an unforgettable journey inspired by the glamour of the 1960s and 1970s, featuring eight exclusive itineraries to 

remarkable destinations, launching in the spring of 2025. 

By LLM Reporters | July 11, 2024 



Italy’s first luxury train, La Dolce Vita Orient Express, will commence its journeys in the spring of 2025, with bookings now 

open at orient-express.com . 

Taking luxury rail travel to unparalleled heights, with a ‘Made in Italy’ experience, this exquisite new travel offering will 

feature eight one-to-two-night itineraries with immersive explorations from the north to the south of the country. 

This venture, expertly guided by new general manager Samy Ghachem (formerly managing director at Sereno Hotels and 

Frosch) marks a partnership between Italian luxury hospitality group Arsenale S.p.A., Orient Express, and Trenitalia-Gruppo 

Ferrovie dello Stato, Fondazione FS and Treni Turistici Italiani TTI. 

The arrival of La Dolce Vita Orient Express comes close to the arrival of the first two Orient Express hotels; Orient Express La 

Minerva in Rome, followed by Orient Express Palazzo Donà Giovannelli in Venice. 

The train’s design and décor conceived by Italian Dimorestudio have been masterfully curated to communicate the art of Italian living, with the sumptuous interior celebrating the 

design and craftmanship of 1960’s and 1970’s La Dolce Vita period in Italy 

The journeys will include access to the newly established La Dolce Vita Orient Express executive lounge at Roma Ostiense. 

The train’s design and décor conceived by Italian Dimorestudio have been masterfully curated to communicate the art of 

Italian living, with the sumptuous interior celebrating the design and craftmanship of 1960’s and 1970’s La Dolce Vita period 

in Italy. 

The project takes inspiration from masters of Italian design, including Carlo Scarpa, Gio Ponti and Ignazio Gardella through 

to the great artists of the Spatialism movement that put space and time at the centre of its compositions, such as Lucio 

Fontana, Agostino Bonalumi and Enrico Castellani. La Dolce Vita Orient Express train marries the golden age of Italian 

design with a more contemporary spirit of travel. The design project was conceived to embody a flawless and understated 

balance between the historic and contemporary, while still maintaining its authenticity. The spaces are thoughtfully designed 

and always well-curated and subtle details complement each other graciously. 

Beck and Maltese Consulting, alongside La Dolce Vita Orient Express, confirmed that renowned three Michelin-starred chef 

Heinz Beck will oversee the cuisine onboard the rail cruises. Guests will have the pleasure of experiencing the curated menu 

by this world-renowned chef with a deep connection to Italy. With the ambition of its cuisine to become a recognised part of 

UNESCO heritage, the train will offer regional and thematic routes, celebrating the culinary diversity of each region traversed 

during every journey. 

Latest on LLM 



Experience La Dolce Vita 
Orient Express: Reservations 
now open for Italy’s first La Dolce Vita Orient Express with 12 carriages per train (only 62 passengers per train), 12 deluxe cabins, 18 suites and one La Dolce Vita Suite combines romance, style, the art of 

luxury train with unique 
encounters and relaxation 

round-trip itineraries 
Wines onboard will showcase everything from the biggest labels through to lesser-known wineries, always synonymous with 

quality and the uniqueness typical of Italy. To curate the wine list, La Dolce Vita Orient Express has partnered with Vinitaly, 

one of the world’s largest and most significant international wine and spirits exhibitions, committing to selecting six 

outstanding wine companies annually presented at the exhibition that represent north, south and central Italy. This ties into 

the wider brand goal of fostering associations with local Italian life and celebrating authentic symbols of Italian excellence. 

This is just one of many exciting brand collaborations to be announced with the purpose of highlighting the very best from 

each region that the ‘Made in Italy’ itineraries visit. 

La Dolce Vita Orient Express with 12 carriages per train (only 62 passengers per train), 12 deluxe cabins, 18 suites and one La 

Dolce Vita Suite combines romance, style, the art of encounters and relaxation, with a cruising model for round-trip 

experiences. 
OMEGA Seamaster: A premier 
investment in horological 

The trips cover 16,000km of track, including 7,000km of non-electrified railway, spread over 14 regions and 131 cities across 
excellence 

Italy. Central to the experience will be exclusive, thoughtfully curated and memorable excursions, included in the cost, along 

with full-board accommodation. The eight itineraries are designed to provide a highly emotional travel experience, appealing 

to all five senses. Taking in the breadth of the country, it is a journey into the heart of nature, through its lakes, forests, 

sumptuous coasts and Alpine mountains, and an immersion into the centre of cities that are international hubs of art and 

culture, from Milan to Florence, Venice and Rome. 

Living it up in luxury in Las 
Vegas 

Rosa Salas Perfumes: The 
decadent fragrances that 
will see you through every 
season and occasion in style 

The trips cover 16,000km of track, including 7,000km of non-electrified railway, spread over 14 regions and 131 cities across Italy 

The itineraries also offer access to once difficult to reach destinations, such as Matera in Basilicata, the third oldest city in the 

world, with its ancient architecture, caves and stunning natural beauty, and Palena, a beautiful mountainous village in 

Abruzzo with medieval architecture, scenic views and rich cultural heritage. A remarkable itinerary also includes the world’s 

first passenger rail ferry, accessing the island of Sicily, where the train will decouple at Calabria and load onto a ferry, for the 

experience to resume on water, before being reassembled and continuing the tracks in Messina. 
Luxury outdoor living with 
a bespoke garden room for 

Ghachem said: “It is a privilege to join La Dolce Vita Orient Express at this key period in the revival of the iconic Orient 
the whole family 

Express brand and the launch of Italy’s first foray into luxury rail hospitality. La Dolce Vita Orient Express is set to offer an 

inimitable take on luxury rail travel, reigniting a bygone era through a contemporary lens, Italian style.” 
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WHERE
next

A guide to  

chasing new 

horizons in 2025.

By Elaine Glusac
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A NEW YEAR is a beautiful 

thing for devoted travelers:  

A blank calendar begs  

to be inked with departures to 

parts unknown. At Virtuoso, 

we’re on the case, polling  

our travel advisors and indus-

try contacts for their on-the-

rise, get-there-first vacation 

spots that deserve a slot on 

2025 agendas. Whether it’s 

heli-skiing South America’s 

untrammeled slopes, diving 

the Technicolor reefs of West 

Papua, or taking to southern 

Italy by train, the time to book 

for next year is now. (That 

12-casita private island in 

Zanzibar and 22-passenger Pe-

ruvian riverboat will fill up fast.) 

Let this guide be your starting 

point for a year of new places.

The pride of the  

Mongolian steppe: A horse-racing 

team at the Naadaam Festival.
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Take in uncrowded scenery by rail.

Amid the resurgence of train travel, Orient Express brings romance to the rails with 
its new 62-passenger luxury train, inspired by twentieth-century Italian design. 

“This train is for travelers drawn to immersive, one-of-a-kind experiences,” says Gil-
bert, Arizona-based travel advisor Rachel Stankovic. “The brand’s appeal is legend-

ary, and now it offers access to some of Italy’s most beautiful, harder-to-reach gems.” 
The two- and three-day itineraries aboard La Dolce Vita Orient Express, launching 

in spring 2025, visit southern Italian destinations including Basilicata, where Matera, 
the world’s third-oldest city, is still marked with cave dwellings in its hillsides. A trip 

to Sicily involves decoupling the train in mainland Calabria to load onto a ferry be-
fore it resumes its traffic-free rail route to the island’s capital of Palermo for arancine 

and architecture; then it’s on to clifftop Taormina with its ancient Greek theater. 

GO  La Dolce Vita Orient Express’ routes begin in Rome, Palermo, or Catania.  

Between excursions, guests on the 12-car train can linger over games of chess and back-

gammon in the Lounge Bar and dine on dishes from Michelin-starred chef Heinz Beck. 

Departures: Multiple dates to be announced, beginning spring 2025.

SLOW DOWN IN

SOUTHERN ITALY

Suite cabins bring peak  

midcentury modern vibes.












































































































































