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Orient Express CEO on Reigniting the Golden Age of Travel With

Rome Train, Hotel Openings
LINK: https://wwd.com/business-news/business-features/orient-express-rome-hotel-train-launch-1236800014/ 

Orient Express CEO on
Reigniting the Golden Age
of Travel With Rome Train,
Hotel Openings Gilda Perez-
Alvarado told WWD that the
Rome opening and the
maiden voyage of the Dolce
Vita tour will both take
place in April, while the
Palazzo Donà Giovannelli in
Venice will open early in the
first half of 2025. By Plus
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on Talk MILAN - The fabled
train born from the Belle
Epoque era,  at t racted
royalty and the rich and
famous - and set the stage
for one of Agatha Christie's

most famous works - is set
to r ise again. Init ia l ly
founded by a Belgian rail
company and famous for
connecting Europe with
Asia, the Orient Express
train embarked on its first
journey, from Paris to
V i enna ,  i n  1883  and
e v e n t u a l l y  e x t e n d e d
services across continental
Europe through to Istanbul.
In April, and with the help
of luxury powerhouse LVMH
Moë t  Hennessy  Lou i s
Vuitton, the company is
gearing up to open its first
train tour and hotel in Rome
overlooking the Pantheon.
Related Articles Fashion
Scoops LVMH Is Out to
'Push the Boundaries of
D e n i m  C r a f t m a n s h i p '
Furn i tu re  6  Economic
Factors That Will Dominate
the Strategies of Home
Furn i sh ing  and  Decor
Companies Orient Express
chief executive officer Gilda
Perez-Alvarado talked to
WWD about the grand
opening, and what's next
for the Accor SA-owned
brand: You May Also Like
WWD: Orient Express has
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two locations confirmed for
hotel openings, with one in
Venice at Palazzo Donà
G i o v a n n e l l i
designed by Paris-based
designer Asmar d'Amman
and at La Minerva next to
the Pantheon in Rome.
What other cities may be on
the horizon? Gilda Perez-
A l v a r a d o :  O r i e n t
Express has a storied past
with more than 140 years
of history. The idea is to
follow destinations inspired
by the iconic train journey,
w h i c h  o r i g i n a t e d  i n
Paris taking travelers all the
way to Istanbul. Any of
the major cities that have a
historical significance to
O r i e n t  E x p r e s s  a r e
the prime destinations that
we're looking at at the
moment.  WWD: In terms
of expansion, what is the
strategy?  G.P.A.: Our focus
is on being a brand that is
truly bespoke, a collection.
E v e r y  d e t a i l ,  e v e r y
exper ience  has  to  be
tailored to the needs of our
guests - everything needs
to make sense.  WWD: How
will the spirit of the world of
transport be translated in
these two new physical
locations?  G.P.A.: This
spirit will be brought to life
in these first two locations
by embracing the vision of
Georges Nagelmackers,
who revolutionized travel
when he founded Orient
Express in 1883. What we
want to do is bring the
magic back to travel. Travel

used to be very glamorous.
And we feel like travel,
generally speaking, has
become very commoditized.
We want to bring back the
Golden Age of Travel we
need  to  ba lance  tha t
e l e m e n t  o f  q u a l i t y
and surprise. Inside La
Minerva, the Orient Express
hotel in Rome. Courtesy of
Orient Express. Photo by
Mr. Tripper WWD: Rome is
certainly a city that comes
to mind when we talk about
places that are crowded
with tourists and brimming
w i t h  h o t e l s .  
G.P.A.:  Several  of  our
guests would have visited
Rome many times before,
but our job is to make sure
that they get to see Rome
through a very different
lens. And it's the same
thing in terms of a train
journey, same thing in
terms of a sailing yacht
journey.  Some of  the
elements that were part of
the original Orient Express
140 years ago still ring true
to today, to 2025 and
b e y o n d  a n d  i s  a
combination of state-of-the-
a r t  e ng i n ee r i n g  w i t h
b e a u t i f u l ,  d e t a i l e d
craftsmanship and amazing
service.  WWD: Now that
you have LVMH as a major
investor, will this impact
your other partnerships and
boutique openings? Will all
the products in and around
t h e  h o t e l  b e  u n d e r
t h e  L V M H  u m b r e l l a ?  
G.P.A.: Not necessarily. Of

course all elements would
be considered. For others,
w e  m i g h t  c o n s i d e r
something that is more
relevant to the product or
where we stand in the
market .  So  i t ' s  qu i te
nuanced. Of course we are
working with LVMH in other
areas but the reality is that
everything is tailored piece
by  p i e ce ,  ma rke t  by
market, item by item. 
WWD: How about in terms
of onsite retail?  G.P.A. : I
think what the industry is
trying to do, especially at
the ultra-luxury level, is to
bring experiences that are
bespoke or unique, tailored
to that particular market. It
goes back to what I said at
the beginning we want to
make sure that  we ' re
working with the local,
fabu lous  ar t i sans  and
craftsmen and also offer the
best that the city has to
offer, and at the same time
offer items that are world-
c l a s s ,  a n d  a r e
commensurate with the
brand.  WWD: This is a
huge attraction for Rome
and this will certainly do a
lot for the city.  G.P.A.:
R o m e  i s
the Eternal City, and will
c o n t i n u e  t o  b e
the Eternal City forever for
many reasons. There's so
much richness and culture
a n d  t h e  p e o p l e  a r e
a b s o l u t e l y
extraordinary. An aspect
that we are explor ing,
whether this be in Rome
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 or in Venice, is that our
propert ies have to be
very relevant to the locals.
At the end of the day, a
place you'll want to go and
just spend some t ime.
Having local roots is very
important.  WWD: How will
this be different from other
Rome hotels? G.P.A.: What
sets this hotel apart is how
deeply it connects guests to
the endless history of Rome
i n  u n e x p e c t e d
ways. There's so much
m o r e  t o
d i s cove r .  Where  we ' re
spending quite a bit of time
i s  on  t he  gues t  r oom
experience. Asking what
else is there to see? How
else can you see things that
you ' ve  seen  be fo re?  
WWD: The new train will
open on the outskirts of
Rome's center and in an
urban area of Ostiense,
where there isn't much
going on. Can you give us
some details?  G.P.A.: I
cannot wait for people to
see what we're going to
have there. It's gorgeous
l i k e  y o u ' r e  l i t e r a l l y
transported to a different
time, then you set foot on
the train and off you go. It's
great. It's an oasis in the
middle of a very busy city,
in this case, a very busy
train station. Once you get
in there, it's like the magic
starts to happen.  WWD:
T h e  a r e  e i g h t  t r a i n
i t i n e r a r i e s  t h a t  t a k e
travellers throughout Italy
from the ancient caves of

Ma t e r a ,  t o  t h e  w i n e
vineyards of Tuscany and
by the coast of Sicily. The
Rome to Venice to Portofino
aka "Dolce Vita Tour,"
whose  i n t e r i o r s  we re
d e s i g n e d  b y  M i l a n ' s
Dimorestudio, is set to
embark April 6, in line with
the opening of the Hotel
Minerva location. What is
p l a n n e d  f o r  t h e
c e l e b r a t i o n s ?
G . P . A . :  C e l e b r a t i o n
planning is in progress.
Orient Express La Minerva
and La Dolce Vita Orient
Express will open at the
same time; the idea is to
combine these celebrations
because it's not just about
a hotel stay or a train or
sailing yacht journey [the
first Orient Express yacht
will set sail in 2026], it's
about the entire Orient
Express experience. It's
about spending a few days
at a hotel, train and boat. It
i s  a b o u t  t h e  w h o l e
journey. Right now we
c o u l d n ' t  b e  m o r e
excited about our upcoming
openings, starting with La
Minerva and La Dolce Vita.
Inside the Orient Hotel
Venice. Courtesy of Asmar
d'Amman Interiors of the
Orient Express Dolce Vita
train featuring interiors
designed by Milan-based
Dimorestudio. Courtesy of
Orient Express Tags

La proprietà intellettuale è riconducibile alla fonte specificata in testa alla pagina. Il ritaglio stam
pa è da intendersi per uso privato

10/01/2025 20:01
Sito Web wwd.com

72ORIENT EXPRESS -  Rassegna Stampa 01/01/2025 - 13/01/2025



16 JANUARY 13, 2025 

WWD 

CEO Talks 

Orient Express CEO on 
Rome Hotel and Train Launch 
Gilda Perez-Alvarado told WWD that the Rome opening and the maiden 
voyage of the Dolce Vita tour will both take place in April, while the Palazzo 
Dona Giovannelli in Venice will open early in the first half of 2025. BY SOFIA CELESTE 

Gilda Perez-Alvarado 

MILAN - The fabled train born from the 

Belle Epoque era, attracted royalty and the 

rich and famous - and set the stage for one 

of Agatha Christie's most famous works -

is set to rise again. 

Initially founded by a Belgian rail 

company and famous for connecting 

Europe with Asia, the Orient Express train 

embarked on its first journey, f rom Paris 

to Vienna, in 1883 and eventually extended 

services across continental Europe through 

to Istanbul. In April, and with the help of 

luxury powerhouse LVMH Moet Hennessy 

Louis Vuitton, the company is gearing 

u p to open its first train tour and hotel in 

Rome overlooking the Pantheon. 

Orient Express chief executive officer 

Gilda Perez-Alvarado talked to WWD about 

the grand opening, and what's next for the 

Accor SA-owned brand: 

WWD: Orient Express has two locations 

confirmed for hotel openings, with one 

in Venice at Palazzo Dona Giovannelli 

designed by Paris-based designer 

Asmar d'Amman and at La Minerva 

next to the Pantheon in Rome. What 

other cities may be on the horizon? 

Gilda Perez-Alvarado: Orient Express has 

a storied past with more than 140 years of 

history. The idea is to follow destinations 

inspired by the iconic train journey, which 

originated in Paris taking travelers all the 

way to Istanbul. Any of the major cities 

that have a historical significance to Orient 

Express are the prime destinations that 

we're looking at at the moment. 

WWD: In terms of expansion, what is 

the strategy? 

G.P.A.: Our focus is on being a brand that 

is truly bespoke, a collection. Every detail, 

every experience has to be tailored to the 

needs of our guests - everything needs to 

make sense. 

WWD: How will the spirit of the world 

of transport be translated in these two 

n e w physical locations? 

G.P.A.: This spirit will be brought to life 

in these first two locations by embracing 

the vision of Georges Nagelmackers, who 

revolutionized travel when he founded 

Orient Express in 1883. What we want to 

do is bring the magic back to travel. Travel 

used to be very glamorous. And we feel like 

travel, generally speaking, has become very 

commoditized. We want to bring back the 

Golden Age of Travel... we need to balance 

that element of quality and surprise. 

WWD: Rome is certainly a city that 

comes to mind w h e n we talk about 

places that are crowded with tourists 

and brimming with hotels. 

G.P.A.: Several of our guests would have 

visited Rome many times before, but 

our job is to make sure that they get to 

see Rome through a very different lens. 

And it's the same thing in terms of a train 

journey, same thing in terms of a sailing 

yacht journey. Some of the elements that 

were part of the original Orient Express 

140 years ago still ring true to today, to 

2025 and beyond and is a combination of 

state-of-the-art engineering with beautiful, 

detailed craftsmanship and amazing service. 

WWD: Now that you have LVMH as a 

major investor, will this impact your 

other partnerships and boutique 

openings? Will all the products in and 

around the hotel be under the LVMH 

umbrella? 

G.P.A.: Not necessarily. Of course all 

elements would be considered. For others, 

we might consider something that is more 

relevant to the product or where we stand 

in the market. So it's quite nuanced. Of 

course we are working with LVMH in other 

areas but the reality is that everything is 

tailored piece by piece, market by market, 

item by item. 

WWD: How about in terms of onsite 

retail? 

G.P.A. : I think what the industry is trying 

to do, especially at the ultra-luxury level, 

is to bring experiences that are bespoke 

or unique, tailored to that particular 

market. It goes back to what I said at the 

beginning. we want to make sure that 

we're working with the local, fabulous 

artisans and craftsmen and also offer the 

best that the city has to offer, and at the 

same time offer items that are world-class, 

and are commensurate with the brand. 

WWD: This is a huge attraction for 

Rome and this will certainly do a lot for 

the city. 

G.P.A.: Rome is the Eternal City, and will 

continue to be the Eternal City forever for 

many reasons. There's so much richness 

and culture and the people are absolutely 

extraordinary. An aspect that we are 

exploring, whether this be in Rome or in 

Venice, is that our properties have to be 

very relevant to the locals. At the end of 

the day, a place you'll want to go and just 

spend some time. Having local roots is 

very important. 

WWD: How will this be different from 

other Rome hotels? 

G.P.A.: What sets this hotel apart is how 

deeply it connects guests to the endless 

history of Rome in unexpected ways. 

There's so much more to discover. Where 

we're spending quite a bit of time is on the 

guest room experience. Asking. what else 

is there to see? How else can you see things 

that you've seen before? 

WWD: The new train will open o n the 

outskirts of Rome's center and in an 

urban area of Ostiense, where there 

isn't much going on. Can you give us 

some details? 

G.P.A.: I cannot wait for people to see what 

we're going to have there. It's gorgeous . 

like you're literally transported to a 

different time, then you set foot on the train 

and off you go. It's great. It's an oasis in 

the middle of a very busy city, in this case, 

a very busy train station. Once you get in 

there, it's like the magic starts to happen. 

WWD: The are eight train itineraries 

that take travellers throughout Italy 

from the ancient caves of Matera, to the 

wine vineyards of Tuscany and by the 

coast of Sicily. The Rome to Venice to 

Portofino aka "Dolce Vita Tour," whose 

interiors were designed by Milan's 

Dimorestudio, is set to embark April 

6, in line with the opening of the Hotel 

Minerva location. What is planned for 

the celebrations? 

G.P.A.: Celebration planning is in 

progress. Orient Express La Minerva and 

La Dolce Vita Orient Express will open 

at the same time; the idea is to combine 

these celebrations because it's not just 

about a hotel stay or a train or sailing yacht 

journey [the first Orient Express yacht 

will set sail in 2026], it's about the entire 

Orient Express experience. It's about 

spending a few days at a hotel, train and 

boat. It is about the whole journey. Right 

now we couldn't be more excited about 

our upcoming openings, starting with La 

Minerva and La Dolce Vita. 
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La Minerva, Rome 
Italy 
La Minerva will open in Spring 2025 as the first hotel under the Orient Express brand. 
 

 

   

 
 

 

 

   

 
 

 

   

 
 

 

   

 
 

 

 
The property, formerly known as 
Palazzo Fonseca, dates back to the 
17th century, and occupies an entire 
island site.  
Following a comprehensive 
renovation, the building’s interiors 
and historical features have been 
meticulously designed and restored 
under direction of Franco-Mexican 
Artist architect and interior designer 
Hugo Toro. 
The 93 room and suite hotel will have 
views of the Pantheon, Piazza della 
Minerva and the Roman skyline.  
It will also offer fine food and 
beverage featuring a new rooftop 
restaurant and bar.  
It was built in 1620 as the residence 
of the aristocratic Portuguese 
Fonseca family. 
 

 
and later acquired in 1811 by the 
wealthy French Sauve family 
who first transformed it into a 
hotel, it became a favourite 
destination during the Grand 
Tour for prominent artists. 
With the opening of Orient 
Express La Minerva Rome will 
be followed by the Orient 
Express Palazzo Donà 
Giovanelli, Venice in 2025.  
The Orient Express group will 
also introduce La Dolce Vita 
Orient Express in 2025, followed 
by Orient Express Corinthian in 
2026 as the first of two Orient 
Express Silenseas ships. 
 

 www.orient-express.com 
 Tiphaine Rolland at tiphaine@gribbonberry.com 

 
  
 























 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 



 
 



 
 

 

 
In 2025 the most luxurious new hotel room may be on wheels. 
L’Observatoire, a two-person suite on Belmond’s Venice Simplon-Orient-
Express, will command rates of £80,000 ($101,000) per night when it enters 
service in March, making it the most expensive train cabin ever. For that sum, 
guests will get to sleep inside a cabinet of curiosities created by French 
photographer and street artist JR. It includes two oculus-shaped skylights that 
open for stargazing, a “secret” tearoom with a fireplace hidden behind a 
bookshelf, and a freestanding brass bathtub near the foot of the double bed. All of 



it moves with the Belmond train, on voyages that connect cities like Geneva and 
Innsbruck or Venice and Amsterdam on one- to five-night trips. 
 
That may be true, but the one-of-a-kind L’Observatoire is part of a growing 
number of opulent, artist-created train suites crisscrossing the European 
continent in 2025. The first came in 2021, when Wes Anderson designed a 
custom carriage for the British Pullman; now the Royal Scotsman has added two 
Grand Suites designed by Parisian interior designer Tristan Auer. (Both are 
similarly owned by Belmond, which itself is owned by LVMH Moet Hennessy 
Louis Vuitton SE.) In the year ahead, several more luxury trains will debut across 
the continent, both from Belmond and other companies, with designs each more 
opulent than the next. 
 
This luxury rail renaissance “reflects a structural shift in how people want to 
spend their time,” says Samy Ghachem, general manager of La Dolce Vita Orient 
Express, a new luxury train outfit whose first hotel on wheels will have 1960s 
Italian interior style and en suite bathrooms for all cabins and suites when it 
enters service from Rome to Montalcino on April 4. 
 
Travel advisers agree. Some of the most sought-after journeys are already sold 
out for the entirety of 2025 and booking well into 2026. “Think about how River 
Cruises blossomed in the past decade,” says Jack Ezon, founder and managing 
partner of luxury travel consultancy Embark Beyond. “Train travel, which is 
super niche and limited, will go prime time in the same way by 2030.” 
“Requests for train trips have grown 158% in the past five years, especially among 
a younger generation,” he adds, as part of a zeitgeisty obsession with throwback 
luxuries. “It’s the millennial and Gen Zer obsessed with vintage record players 
and Polaroid cameras, buying the $1,000 cashmere Ritz Paris Frame hoodie and 
clamoring for a room in an uber-traditional hotel.” 
 
 
 



It’s also a business that can grow easily in tandem with demand, says Ghachem. 
New trains have only a few rooms apiece, which makes them easy to fill, and then 
there’s “the opportunity to grow or expand by adding additional trains with new 
and different itineraries.” Track infrastructure is growing worldwide—consider 
the Tren Maya in Mexico and new routes sprouting across Europe—meaning 
those expenses, too, are defrayed. 
 

Ezon, Ghachem and Ruff all see the growth of ultra-luxe train trips as tapping 
into other trends, too, be it the thirst for slow travel, to see less-touristed (and 
uncrowded) towns or to shell out for longer leisure trips. 
But Gary Franklin, vice president of trains and cruises at Belmond, says there’s 
more to it. “I’ve been on the platform when the train comes in and watched 
adults, who have seen and done it all, light up like children. It’s escapism and 
magic they’re after,” he says. It’s that experiential aspect that Belmond parent 
company LVMH has been prioritizing for years in response to consumer demand. 
“We’re in the business of travel experiences. Trains are an extension of this,” he 
says. 

 



“There’s something about being spoiled, about looking at this incredible 
marquetry, about looking out of the windows as you pass through the Alps. It 
creates this magic, and that’s why people come back time and time again,” Ruff 
adds. “We have people just begging us to do more of these trips,” he says, 
pointing to repeat guests who have taken upwards of 20 train trips with the 
company. 
 
To Ghachem, train magic means watching from inside a carriage as a Dolce Vita 
train decouples in Calabria and gets loaded onto a ferry one car at a time, just so 
it can cross the Strait of Messina. “There’s nothing else like it,” he says. 
Both Ghachem and Ruff say that connecting train trips with hotel stays is yet 
another advantage. Dolce Vita guests will be able to extend their stay on land 
at La Minerva, the first Orient Express hotel in Rome with 93 rooms designed by 
the hot designer of the moment, Hugo Toro; the hotel will open in April by the 
Pantheon, just in time for the company’s first train departure from Roma 
Ostiense station. Belmond similarly runs resorts across Europe that can connect 
with train itineraries. 
 

 



“Americans tend to come to Italy for 10 days and hit their trifecta of big cities,” 
says Ghachem of La Dolce Vita Orient Express’ main clientele. “The train 
becomes an easy [two- or three-day] add-on at the beginning or end of a trip.” 
Dolce Vita has plans far beyond Italy, with three additional trains rolling out in 
2026 and beyond; they’re expected to explore such places as Saudi Arabia, Egypt 
and Uzbekistan. Belmond, too, is doubling down on global service, and operators 
like Seven Stars in Japan are seeing such a rush of demand that bookings are now 
offered only by application. 
 
“Trains are an incredible way to experience the countryside,” says Ruff. “We can 
unlock things and go places that you can’t get to easily otherwise. And all this 
comes at a time when slow travel has never been more appealing.” 
 
Top train journeys to book in 2025 
 
 
La Dolce Vita Orient Express, Italy 
When the first La Dolce Vita train enters service in April, it will take its design 
cues from 1960s Italian glamour. One- to three-day itineraries will take travelers 
around Italy in lavish, midcentury modern style, with fine dining menus created 
by chef Heinz Beck of the three-Michelin-starred La Pergola in Rome. Making the 
journey easier: Private car service will be available directly from Roma Termini 
station or sibling hotel La Minerva. From about €4,160 ($4,285) per person. 



 
Luxury train travel is booming. Here's why, and the trips you must

book
LINK: https://www.hindustantimes.com/lifestyle/travel/luxury-train-travel-is-booming-here-s-why-and-the-trips-you-must-book-101737014646638.html 
Luxury t ra in  t rave l  i s
booming. Here's why, and
the trips you must book
Bloomberg | | Posted by
Tapatrisha Das Jan 16,
2025 01:41 PM IST Share
Via Copy Link Whether the
trains are crisscrossing
Europe or venturing into
the Japanese countryside,
the business model comes
with significant built-in
advantages. In 2025 the
most luxurious new hotel
room may be on wheels.
Passengers are obsessed
wi th  th is  new way of
t r a v e l i n g  o n
w h e e l s . ( U n s p l a s h )
L'Observatoire, a two-
person suite on Belmond's
Venice Simplon-Orient-
Express, wi l l  command
r a t e s  o f  £ 8 0 , 0 0 0
($101,000) per night when
it enters service in March,
m a k i n g  i t  t h e  m o s t
expensive train cabin ever.
For that sum, guests will
get to sleep inside a cabinet
of curiosities created by
French photographer and
street artist JR. It includes
two oculus-shaped skylights
that open for stargazing, a
'secret' tearoom with a
fireplace hidden behind a
b o o k s h e l f ,  a n d  a
freestanding brass bathtub
near the foot of the double
bed. All of it moves with the
Belmond train, on voyages

that connect cities l ike
Geneva and Innsbruck or
Venice and Amsterdam on
one- to five-night trips. Also
read | Japan's new luxury
train with tickets costing
$20,000 'There's a lot of art
in  hote l  rooms, '  says
Belmond Chief Executive
Officer Dan Ruff. 'But this is
the first time in hospitality
that the art is the room.'
That may be true, but the
o n e - o f - a - k i n d
L'Observatoire is part of a
growing number of opulent,
artist-created train suites
crisscrossing the European
continent in 2025. The first
came in 2021, when Wes
Ande r son  des i gned  a
custom carriage for the
British Pullman; now the
Royal Scotsman has added
two Grand Suites designed
by Parisian interior designer
Tristan Auer. (Both are
s i m i l a r l y  o w n e d  b y
Belmond, which itself is
owned by  LVMH Moet
Hennessy Louis Vuitton SE.)
In the year ahead, several
more luxury trains wil l
debut across the continent,
both from Belmond and
other companies,  with
designs each more opulent
than the next. This luxury
rail renaissance 'reflects a
structural shift  in how
people want to spend their
time,' says Samy Ghachem,

general manager of La
Dolce Vita Orient Express, a
new luxury train outfit
whose first hotel on wheels
wil l have 1960s Italian
interior style and en suite
bathrooms for all cabins
and suites when it enters
serv ice f rom Rome to
Montalc ino on Apr i l  4.
Travel  advisers agree.
Some of the most sought-
after journeys are already
sold out for the entirety of
2025 and booking well into
2026. 'Think about how
River Cruises blossomed in
the past decade,' says Jack
E z o n ,  f o u n d e r  a n d
managing partner of luxury
travel consultancy Embark
Beyond. 'Train travel, which
is super niche and limited,
will go prime time in the
s ame  way  b y  2030 . '
'Requests for train trips
have grown 158% in the
past five years, especially
a m o n g  a  y o u n g e r
generation,' he adds, as
p a r t  o f  a  z e i t g e i s t y
obsession with throwback
luxuries. 'It's the millennial
and Gen Zer obsessed with
vintage record players and
Polaroid cameras, buying
the $1,000 cashmere Ritz
Paris Frame hoodie and
clamoring for a room in an
uber-traditional hotel.' It's
also a business that can
grow easily in tandem with
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demand, says Ghachem.
New trains have only a few
rooms apiece, which makes
them easy to fill, and then
there's 'the opportunity to
grow or expand by adding
additional trains with new
and different itineraries.'
Track infrastructure is
g r o w i n g  w o r l d w i d e - -
consider the Tren Maya in
Mexico and new routes
sprouting across Europe--
meaning those expenses,
too, are defrayed. Also read
| 'Spa, gym, exotic food':
Inside India's luxurious
train f i l led with ' royal
elegance' Ezon, Ghachem
and Ruff all see the growth
of ultra-luxe train trips as
tapping into other trends,
too, be it the thirst for slow
travel, to see less-touristed
(and uncrowded) towns or
to shel l  out for longer
leisure tr ips. But Gary
Franklin, vice president of
t ra ins  and  c ru i ses  a t
Belmond, says there's more
to it. 'I've been on the
platform when the train
comes in and watched
adults, who have seen and
done it all, light up like
children. It's escapism and
magic they're after,' he
says. It's that experiential
aspect that Belmond parent
company LVMH has been
prioritizing for years in
response to consumer
demand. 'We're in the
b u s i n e s s  o f  t r a v e l
experiences. Trains are an
extension of this,' he says.
'There's something about

being spoiled, about looking
a t  t h i s  i n c r e d i b l e
marquetry, about looking
out of the windows as you
pass through the Alps. It
creates this magic, and
that's why people come
back time and time again,'
Ruff adds. 'We have people
just begging us to do more
of these trips,' he says,
pointing to repeat guests
who have taken upwards of
20 train trips with the
company. To Ghachem,
train magic means watching
from inside a carriage as a
Dolce Vita train decouples
in Calabria and gets loaded
onto a ferry one car at a
time, just so it can cross
the Stra i t  o f  Mess ina.
'There's nothing else like it,'
he says. Both Ghachem and
Ruff say that connecting
train trips with hotel stays
is yet another advantage.
Dolce Vita guests will be
able to extend their stay on
land at La Minerva, the first
Orient Express hotel in
Rome w i th  93  rooms
des i gned  by  t he  ho t
designer of the moment,
Hugo Toro; the hotel will
open  i n  Apr i l  by  the
Pantheon, just in time for
the company's first train
depar tu re  f rom Roma
Ostiense station. Belmond
similarly runs resorts across
Europe that can connect
w i th  t ra in  i t i nerar ies .
'Americans tend to come to
Italy for 10 days and hit
their trifecta of big cities,'
says Ghachem of La Dolce

Vita Orient Express' main
c l i e n t e l e .  ' T h e  t r a i n
becomes an easy [two- or
three-day] add-on at the
beginning or end of a trip.'
Dolce Vita has plans far
beyond Italy, with three
additional trains rolling out
i n  2026  and  beyond;
they're expected to explore
such  p laces  as  Saud i
A r a b i a ,  E g y p t  a n d
Uzbekistan. Belmond, too,
is doubling down on global
service, and operators like
Seven Stars in Japan are
seeing such a rush of
demand that bookings are
now  o f f e r ed  on l y  b y
application. 'Trains are an
i n c r e d i b l e  w a y  t o
experience the countryside,'
says Ruff. 'We can unlock
things and go places that
you can't get to easily
otherwise. And al l  this
comes at a time when slow
travel has never been more
appea l i ng . '  Top  t r a i n
journeys to book in 2025
Eas t e rn  and  O r i en t a l
Express, a Belmond Train,
S i n g a p o r e  a n d
MalaysiaFollowing a four-
year pause in service due to
the pandemic, this vibrant
route through Southeast
Asia returned in early 2024
with revamped cabins and
two new seasonal, three-
night journeys. They begin
in Singapore and cruise
through Malaysia's dynamic
c i t i e s  a n d  j u n g l e
landscapes, on a train that
claims the first Dior spa in
the region. From $3,410
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per person. Seven Stars in
Kyushu, JapanWith only 12
suites and seven carriages,
Japan's first luxury sleeper
train is as intimate as it is
exclusive. In operation
since 2013 and refurbished
in 2022, the four-day,
three-night journey through
the southern is land of
K y u s h u  i n c o r p o r a t e s
o c c a s i o n a l  s t o p s  s o
travelers can get a much
closer look at the region's
mountains, seaside and hot
springs. Securing a suite is
a ta l l  order,  however.
Interested travelers must
first submit an application.
Only those selected are able
to book a cabin; the criteria
are a mystery. From $4,293
per person. Also read |
Pride of Karnataka: Golden
Chariot luxury tourist train
set to reignite travel with
unique routes in 2024-25
Venice Simplon-Orient-
Express (VSOE), a Belmond
T ra i n ,  Eu r opeEven  i f
L'Observatoire, the JR-
imagined suite, isn't in the
cards, the other cabins on
the Venice Simplon-Orient-
Express make good on the
sleeper train's legend. Each
grand suite comes with a
24-hour butler and en suite
bathroom, while guests in
all cabin categories can rub
elbows with their fellow
bons vivants in the restored
1920s bar car; dinners are
concoc ted  by  the  i n -
demand French chef Jean
Imbert. The most unique
itinerary is the one that

operates only once a year:
Paris to Istanbul in six days,
with stops in Budapest and
Bucha res t  f o r  gu i ded
h i s t o r i c  t o u r s .  F r o m
$22,000 per person. La
Dolce Vita Orient Express,
ItalyWhen the first La Dolce
Vita train enters service in
April, it will take its design
cues from 1960s Italian
glamour. One- to three-day
i t i n e r a r i e s  w i l l  t a k e
travelers around Italy in
lavish, midcentury modern
style, with f ine dining
menus created by chef
Heinz Beck of the three-
Michelin-starred La Pergola
in  Rome.  Mak ing  the
journey easier: Private car
service will be available
directly from Roma Termini
station or sibling hotel La
M ine r va .  F r om abou t
EUR4,160 ($4,285) per
person. Rovos Rail, South
AfricaSince 1989, Rovos
R a i l  h a s  o f f e r e d  1 1
luxur ious tra in safar is
across South Afr ica in
wood-paneled s leepers
kitted out with art deco
a n t i q u e s  a n d  p l u s h
furnishings. Beyond the
t w o -  t o  t h r e e - d a y
i t i ne ra r i e s ,  t he  more
comp le te  expe r i ences
extend 11 to 15 days
everywhere from Pretoria to
Victoria Fal ls and may
i n c l u de  m i n i  s a f a r i s ,
na t i ona l  pa rk  d r i ve s ,
elephant sanctuary visits
a n d  r o u n d s  o f  g o l f .
Whatever the route, all
guests should make the

most  o f  the  open-a i r
ba lcony in  the t ra in 's
o b s e r v a t i o n  c a r  f o r
exceptional views. From
34,000 ZAR ($1,796) per
person.  Recommended
Topics Share this article
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TravelTrends
20

25

Fortravelersseeking
exoticdestinations,the

JW
M
arriottKaafu

AtollIsland
Resortin

M
aldives

and
The

St.Regis
Aruba

Resortin
the

Caribbean
open

in
January

w
hile

February
sees

M
arriott’s

Salterra,a
Luxury

Collection
Resort&

Spa,Turks
&
Caicos

open,offering
unspoiled

nature
and

a
rich

culturalheritage.
W
itand

quirky
concepts

are
also

atthe
fore

and
early

2025
sees

the
opening

ofThe
G
oethe

H
otel

in
Rom

e
w
hich

pays
hom

age
to

w
riter

Johann
W
olfgang

von
G
oethe

and
his

'Italian
Journey’.In

Frankfurt,Kennedy
89

blends
high-

end
design

w
ith

localcharm
.

The
brilliant

O
etker

Collection
is
taking

its
European

hospitality
to
the

U
.S.forthe

firsttim
e

w
ith

The
Vineta

H
otelin

Palm
Beach,w

hile,over
on

a
quiet

stretch
north

of
M
iam

i
Beach,

The
Sunny

opens
in
Sunny

Isles,Florida,available
to

book
through

Essentialist’s
m
em

bership-based
travelservice.N

ot
to

be
outdone,Andaz

M
iam

i
Beach

brings
its

distinctive
style

to
M
iam

iBeach
in
M
arch.
O
verin

Asia,Am
an

continuesitscityopenings
w
ith

the
eagerlyaw

aited
52-suite

Am
an

N
aiLertin

Bangkok,featuring
an

Am
an

W
ellness

centerand
33

private
residences

w
ithin

lush
N
aiLert

Park

The
Vineta

H
otel,Palm

Beach,U
.S.

At
the

end
of

last
year,U

ltim
a
Q
uaiW

ilson
G
eneva

opened
its

five
private

full-floor
residences

in
central

G
eneva,

and
the

18-
room

Pushine
Jinfoshan

Resort
opened

in
the

forests
of

China’s
G
olden

Buddha
M
ountain.

N
estled

in
the

N
orw

egian
fjords

is
Åm

ot,
an

authentic
seven-bed

property
for

14
guests,

w
hile

D
rom

oland
Lodge,

Ireland,
offers

a
beautiful

five-bedroom
private

residence
on

a
500-acre

estate.In
Italy’s

fashion
capital,Rocco

Forte
H
ouse

M
ilan

opened
in

Septem
ber

2024
w
ith

eleven
exclusive

apartm
ents,

w
hile

aw
ay

from
the

crow
ds

in
a
secluded

valley
is

the
nine-villa

ESPACIO
The

H
akone

G
eihinkan

Rin-Poh,Japan.

M
em

bers’Clubs
According

to
M
arriottLuxury

G
roup,luxury

travelers
w
ant

exclusive
and

elevated
settings

w
here

likem
inded

individuals
bond

over
shared

interests,hence
the

grow
th

in
private

m
em

ber’s
clubs.In

lightofthis,w
e
expectto

see
an

increase
in
exclusive

travelexperiences,such
as

Casa
J.K.

Place
Rom

a.
O
pening

this
spring,the

property
w
ill
offer

15
private

apartm
ents

w
ithin

a
17th-

century
building

on
Via

dei
Prefetti,

w
hile

Bali
InterContinental’s

new
Club

InterContinental
features

VIP
services,private

pools
and

access
to

tw
o
elite

lounges.The
Preferred

Club
atD

ream
s

Sapphire
Resort

&
Spa

has
also

launched
in

M
exico,offering

70
exclusive

beachfront
suites

and
10

villas.
Another

exciting
2025

launch
is

D
iscoverCollection,aglobalm

em
bers’com

m
unity

offering
luxury

retreats
to

off-the-beaten-track
locations,such

asO
m
an,follow

ed
by

Kenya.

M
icro-H

otels,Residences
and

Buyouts
The

dem
and

for
m
icro-hotels,

residences
and

buyouts
is

steadily
grow

ing
as

travelers
seek

privacy
w
ithout

sacrificing
hotel-standard

services.
M
arriott

is
rebranding

its
exclusive

hom
esasexceptionalhom

es,w
ith

approxim
ately

30
openingsin

2025,including
M
adrid

residences
nearthe

M
useo

N
acionalPrado.

O
pening

early
2025

is
G
erm

an
designer

Philip
Plein’s

13-room
The

Plein
H
otel

in
M
ilan

and
Barriere

G
rave’s

M
aison

Barrière
Vendôm

e,
a
m
icro-hotelhoused

in
Lacoste’s

form
er

Paris
H
Q
.Treville

Positano
has

also
announced

several
developm

ents
including

the
opening

of
Villa

M
aura

in
2025,

a
five-suite

private
hom

e,
and

Le
Collectionist's

2025
sum

m
er

villas
are

now
available

to
book,plus

new
properties

launching
throughoutthe

year.
D
ue

to
launch

in
northeastern

Ibiza
thisApril

is
the

latest
addition

to
the

Alm
ae

Collection,
Aurea

Ibiza
Residences.

This
indoor-m

eets-
outdoorsix-bedroom

villa,close
to

Santa
Eularia

harborvillage,is
setam

ongst10
hectares

oflush
private

gardens
w
ith

spectacular
coastalview

s.
Also

recentlyopened
on

the
island

isFincadelica’s
nine-room

villa,Xarraca,available
as

a
buy-out.

Another
M
editerranean

escape
is

Villa
La

G
uittière,

H
otel

du
Cap-Eden-Roc's

nine-
bedroom

villa
opening

early
2025,and

the
19-

room
expansion

of
Kalesm

a
M
ykonos,

G
reece.

O
pening

this
spring,

Casina
Cinquepozzi

is
an

exclusive-use
18th

century
M
anor

H
ouse

seton
a
40-acre

estate
in
Putignano,Puglia,and

in
the

Tuscan
region

ofthe
M
arem

m
a
isVilla

La
Vedetta,

partofCastello
diVicarello.

Treville
Positano,Italy

The
yearahead

looksexciting
with

m
ore

hotelopenings
than

everforevery
kind

oftraveler.Sarah
M
iller

wason
the

inside
track

atILTM
,the

industry’sleading
travelfair.

The
end

of
2024

and
the

beginning
of

the
N
ew

Year
saw

a
stream

of
innovative

openings
and

refurbishm
entsfrom

m
ajorbrandsasw

ellas
independents.In

D
ecem

ber,Jum
eirah

announced
tw
o
new

openings
m
arking

its
entry

into
Africa:

Jum
eirah

Thanda
Island

in
Tanzania,

and
Jum

eirah
Thanda

Safariin
South

Africa,situated
in
one

ofthe
m
ostexclusive

Big
Five

private
gam

e
reserves

in
South

Africa.Alongside
conservation

and
com

m
unity,

sm
all

is
beautiful

is
another

key
m
antra

for
the

year
ahead

and,in
Italy,the

Bianca
Relais,a

10-room
boutique

gem
,reopens

im
m
inently

under
R

Collection
m
anagem

ent,
overlooking

Lake
Annone.City

hotels
continue

to
thrive

w
ith

Casa
Brera,a

Luxury
Collection

H
otel,

M
ilan,M

arriott’s
101-room

hotel,opening
in
the

buzziestquarterofM
ilan.In

France,the
Courdes

Loges
re-opened

in
Lyon

attracting
allm

anner
of

foodies
to

its
M
ichelin-starred

restaurant.In
London,The

W
elbeck

H
otelopens

in
February

in
the

heart
of

the
vibrant

urban
district

of
M
arylebone.

The
Park

Lane
Copenhagen

is
the

city's
luxury

destination,
after

undergoing
a

stunning
transform

ation.
In

February,
The

Langham
in
Pasadena,Los

Angeles
w
illundergo

an
extensive

renovation
designed

to
enrich

its
historic

grandeur
w
ith

an
infusion

of
contem

porary
elem

ents.

and
Raffl

es
Sentosa

Singapore
is
set

to
expand

on
the

illustrious
legacy

ofRaffl
es

Singapore
w
ith

a
62-villa

resort.
Regent

Bali
Canggu

w
ill
offer

150
luxurious

suites
and

villas
overlooking

the
Indian

O
cean.

Closer
to

hom
e
in

Europe,
the

Fairm
ont

La
H
acienda

Costa
del

Sol,
a
311-room

resort
opens

in
a
yet-undiscovered

corner
ofsouthern

Spain.
And

in
destinations

less
w
ell-know

n
for

leisure
travel,but

no
less

w
orth

exploring,the
Kim

pton
M
ain

Frankfurt
debuts

in
the

financial
district.

D
es

Plesm
an

w
ill
open

in
The

H
ague,

N
etherlandsin

the
form

erheadquartersoficonic
D
utch

aviation
brand

KLM
.Corinthia

Bucharest
opens

in
the

restored
19th-century

G
rand

H
otel

du
Boulevard.

In
Am

sterdam
,Rosew

ood
H
otel

&
Resorts

launches
the

brand's
firstproperty

in
the

N
etherlands.The

M
arriottopens

The
Palace,

a
Luxury

Collection
H
otel,M

adrid
in
Spain.

For
w
inter

sun
seekers,

N
ekajui,

a
Ritz-

Carlton
Reserve,

is
set

to
open

in
Peninsula

Papagayo
on

Costa
Rica's

Pacific
Coast,and

the
delightfulSpierW

ine
Farm

w
illw

elcom
e
gueststo

its
new

hotelfrom
M
arch.Ifyou

are
a
skierdon’t

m
iss

the
new

U
ltim

a
Prom

enade
G
staad

w
hich

opens
forthe

season
in
G
staad,Sw

itzerland.
The

boom
in

hospitality
continues

in
the

M
iddle

Eastw
ith

Jum
eirah

M
arsa

AlArab
in
D
ubai

designed
to

evoke
a
futuristic

superyacht
and

Raffl
esJeddah

opensw
ith

uninterrupted
view

sof
the

Red
Sea.

Forthe
adventurous,the

exclusive
M
bam

ba
w
illopen

in
Botsw

ana’sN
orthern

O
kavango

D
elta

w
ith

12
vintage-inspired

tents
offering

prem
ium

gam
e-view

ing.Forfam
ilies,and

in
tim

e
forEaster,

The
Standard,Pattaya

opensitsdoorsin
Thailand

on
N
a
Jom

tien
Beach.Ifpeople-w

atching
is
m
ore

yourstyle,the
stylish

Pensione
Am

erica
opens

in
Forte

deiM
arm

i,Italy,renovating
a
historic

villa
into

an
ultra-luxuriousproperty

by
the

sea.W
hile

the
Eden

Roc
Ascona,

Sw
itzerland

is
great

for
spring

m
ountain

air.

In
M
ay

w
hen

thoughts
turn

to
the

gentle
breezes

ofthe
M
editerranean,the

Laguna
Coast

Resort
opens

on
the

G
reek

island
of

N
axos

w
hile

Patm
os

Aktis,a
Luxury

Collection
Resort

&
Spa,opens

overlooking
the

blue
w
aters

ofthe
D
odecanese.

JW
M
arriott

Crete
Resort

&
Spa

opens
on

Crete
w
hile

Am
oh,a

Luxury
Collection

Resort,opens
on

Rhodes.
In

M
allorca,

the
Son

M
olí

is
the

second
opening

from
the

team
behind

the
aw

ard-
w
inning

Can
Bordoy,the

five-starboutique
hotel

in
Palm

a’s
historic

La
Lonja

Q
uarter.

M
andarin

O
riental

Punta
N
egra

opens
its

first
luxury

resort
in

Spain
on

a
beautifulpeninsula

in
the

southw
estofM

allorca.In
M
alta,one

ofValletta’s
firsttrue

luxury
boutique

hotels,Rom
ègas

opens
in
the

heartofthe
capital.N

otto
be

m
issed

isthe
reopening

ofthe
Splendido,A

Belm
ond

H
otel,in

Portofino
w
hich

reveals
a
new

m
ajorphase

in
its

m
ulti-yearrenovation.

In
nearby

Rom
e,O

rientExpress
La

M
inerva,

situated
in
the

historicPiazza
della

M
inerva

opens
in
springasthefirsthotelundertheO

rientExpress
brand.Furthernorth,M

arriottopens
W
Florence

in
the

Tuscan
capital

and
M
arriott

opens
The

Lake
Com

o
ED

ITIO
N
.
O
ver

on
the

Atlantic,
Andaz

opens
Lisbon

as
a
retreat

across
five

interconnected
buildings.

In
April,

The
O
etker

Collection’s
Le

Bristol
Paris

celebrates
its

100-year
anniversary.Across

the
channelin

London,The
N
ew

m
an,a

Preferred
Resorts

H
otel,opens

in
sum

m
eron

its
nam

esake
N
ew

m
an

Street,
and

is
the

first
hotel

from
Kinsfolk

&
Co.

CourdesLogesLyon,
A
Radisson

Collection
H
otel,France

Son
M
olí,M

allorca,Spain

Custom
Contentfrom

W
SJ

is
a
unitofThe

W
allStreetJournaladvertising

departm
ent.The

W
allStreetJournalnew

s
organization

w
as

notinvolved
in
the

creation
ofthis

content.

Special
A
dvertising

Feature

~
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~

~
W
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~
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Tw
o
ofthe

m
ostexciting

launches
this

year
are

the
ChevalBlanc

Seychelles,the
sixth

M
aison

w
ithin

the
collection

w
hich

opens
this

D
ecem

ber
and

Am
anvariin

M
exico,a

private
oasis

at
the

edge
of

the
Sea

of
Cortés

w
ith

eco-friendly
designs

and
direct

access
to

beach
and

desert
landscapes.O

r
stay

in
the

M
ayan

jungle
on

the
M
exican

Caribbean
atLa

Casa
de

la
Playa

w
hich

joins
Leading

H
otels

ofthe
W
orld

this
year.

For
the

even
m
ore

adventurous,
opening

in
Puerto

W
illiam

s,
Chile,

is
the

w
orld’s

m
ost

southernm
ost

hotel,transform
ing

the
Silversea

Antarctica
cruise

expedition
experience

by
facilitating

the
journey

from
the

sub-Antarctic
zone

ofPatagonian
Chile

to
the

W
hite

Continent.
N
ot

quite
as

starkly
rem

ote,the
brand

behind
N
IH
ISum

ba,sees
the

m
uch-anticipated

opening
ofN

IH
IRote

on
W
estTim

or,Indonesia.And
A&

K
launches

its
flagship

lodge
Kitirua

Plains
Lodge,

in
Am

boseliN
ationalPark,from

w
here

you
can

w
itness

the
m
ajesty

of
M
ount

Kilim
anjaro

and
im
m
erse

yourselfin
the

heartofKenya's
w
ildlife-

rich
savanna—

all
coinciding

w
ith

the
40th

anniversary
ofthe

film
O
utofAfrica.

Back
in
the

cradle
ofcivilization

a
gem

opens
this

quarterin
Rom

e:Palazzo
Shedir,a

four-suite
m
icro-hotel

in
the

heart
of

the
city,

housed
in

a
Baroque

private
m
ansion,

once
hom

e
to

the
Borghese

fam
ily.

If
it’s

fully
booked,

check
out

Palazzo
Portinari

Salviati,
a

15th-
century

Renaissance
palazzo

that
w
as

once
hom

e
to

the
M
edici

and
to

D
ante’s

m
use,

w
hich

joins
Leading

H
otels

of
the

W
orld

this
m
onth.

M
ore

contem
porary,

in
a

renovation
by

Jean-M
ichel

G
athy,

the
Am

an
Rosa

Alpina
opens

in
tim

e
for

the
skiseason

in
the

U
N
ESCO

-
listed

D
olom

ites.
For

those
w
ho

love
northern

clim
es,

H
obo

O
slo

opens
in

N
orw

ay,
follow

ed
by

Copenhagen,
continuing

the
expansion

of
the

H
obo

H
otelconceptin

the
N
ordic

region.In
Eastern

Europe,
the

Fairm
ont

G
olden

Prague
opensin

the
Czech

capital’sO
ld
Tow

n
atthe

gate
of

the
prestigious

Pařížská
Boulevard.Elsew

here
in

Europe,N
obu

H
otel,in

M
adrid's

city
center,is

set
to
open

thisquarterasisKim
pton

H
otelTaorm

ina
w
ith

panoram
icview

softhe
Sicilian

coastline.The
hottesthotelopening

in
London

is
The

Chancery
Rosew

ood
in

G
rosvenor

Square
w
hich

opens
at

the
end

of
this

year
in

the
form

er
U
S

Em
bassy

Building.
W
ine

lovers
can

stay
at

Château
de

la
Com

m
araine,sister

hotelto
Royal

Cham
pagne

H
otel&

Spa.
N
orth

Africa
and

the
M
iddle

Eastcom
e
into

their
ow

n
atthis

tim
e
ofyear

and
in
Casablanca

LXR
H
otels

&
Resorts–Casablanca

w
ill
open

in
the

‘Triangle
d’O

r’.The
M
iddle

Eastseesopenings
ofthe

RegentJeddah
Corniche,InterContinental

The
Red

Sea,Jum
eirah

Red
Sea

and
M
iravalThe

Red
Sea

in
SaudiArabia.O

verin
U
AE,LU

X
AlJabal,

a
m
odern

beachfrontresort,and
LU

X
AlBridi,a

tented
desertretreatopen

in
Sharjah.

Stillboom
ing

in
term

s
ofdevelopm

ent,Asia
seesSALT

ofAnji,opening
in
the

Zhejiang
province

ofChina,know
n
forits

lush
bam

boo
forests

and
prized

w
hite

tea.
In
the

ever-popular
destination

ofJapan,JW
M
arriott

H
otelTokyo

is
another

addition
to

the
capitalw

hile
InterContinentalSapporo

w
illopen

in
the

second
halfofthe

year,offering
sw

eeping
view

sofN
akajim

aPark.Perfectforcherryblossom
season,Capella

Kyoto,designed
by

Kengo
Kum

a,
is
one

of
3
Capella

properties
opening

in
2025

including
Taipeiand

M
acau.Fairm

ontH
anoialso

opensin
H
anoiin

the
O
ld
Q
uarterw

hile
elsew

here
in

Vietnam
,
the

InterContinental
H
a
Long

Bay
Resort

opens
in

Vietnam
’s

U
N
ESCO

-listed
H
a
Long

Bay.
H
ow

ever
if
you

plan
to

stay
in

the
U
.S

then
The

Cooper
opens

in
Charleston,

South
Carolina

and
Thom

pson
M
iam

iBeach
launches

reim
agined

luxury
in
Florida.

InternationalSporting
Fixtures

If
you

w
ant

to
m
ake

London
your

base
betw

een
January

and
M
arch

for
the

Rugby
Six

N
ations

Cham
pionships,The

Beaum
ontM

ayfair
in
London

reopened
its

doors
in
2024

follow
ing

a
renovation,w

hich
also

coincides
w
ith

the
hotel’s

10th
anniversary.In

Perth,rugby
fans

can
stay

in
one

of
Pan

Pacific
Perth’s

selection
of

new
ly

refurbished
room

s
and

facilities
forthe

Bledisloe
Cup

cham
pionship

in
O
ctoberatO

ptus
Stadium

.
From

Septem
ber

2025,
AlU

la’s
The

Chedi
H
egra,

a
Saudi

Arabian
desert

retreat,
offers

exclusive
access

to
events

including
the

Richard
M
ille

AlU
la

D
esert

Polo.
Regent

Seven
Seas

Cruiseshasannounced
the

launch
ofits‘Spotlight

Voyage
on

G
olf’

experience,
offering

exclusive
access

to
top

golfcourses
across

the
British

Isles
w
ith

golfing
legend

Annika
Sörenstam

.

For
skiing

fans,Badrutt's
Palace

H
otelin

St
M
oritz,Sw

itzerland,reopens
w
ith

a
new

‘Serlas
W
ing’and

25
guest

room
s
and

suites
and

The
First

H
otel

Cortina
in

Italy’s
D
olom

ites
opens

late
2025,justin

tim
e
forthe

2026
M
ilan

Cortina
O
lym

pic
G
am

es.
Bespoke

Sports
O
ff
erings

Also
in
Italy,Anantara

Palazzo
N
aiadiRom

e
H
otel

is
offering

exclusive
packages

for
the

inaugural
Anantara

Concorso
Rom

a
from

April
24

–
27,w

hich
w
illinvolve

a
three-day

celebration
of

vintage
cars.

W
hile

on
U
N
ESCO

-recognized
H
aw

ar
Island,

H
aw

ar
Resort

by
M
antis

has
launched

a
BearG

ryllsSurvivalAcadem
y.AtH

otel
Føroyar

in
Tórshavn,Faroe

Islands,runners
can

explore
a
series

of
nature-filled

running
trails

alongside
a
fully

equipped
fitness

centre,w
hile

Bluew
aterYachts’FlyingFoxfeaturesa

cryosauna,
m
ixed

m
artial

arts,
a

heli-deck
sports

court
and

m
ore.
In
Thailand,Capella

Bangkok
has

com
bined

sports
and

leisure
w
ith

its
new

im
m
ersive

bike
tour,‘O

ne
Road,Tw

o
W
heels’.Alternatively,given

people
w
atching

is
a
great

sport
in
hotels,Four

Seasons
Resort

Koh
Sam

ui
and

the
Tourism

Authority
ofThailand

have
partnered

w
ith

H
BO

to
support

the
film

ing
and

prom
otion

of
the

highly
anticipated

third
season

of
‘The

W
hite

Lotus’,
set

to
air

in
2025

and
shot

in
locations

across
Thailand.

Brand
Partnerships

The
new

est
ship

of
Explora

Journeys,EXPLO
RA

II,w
illbe

docked
in
the

heartofthe
fam

ous
Port

H
ercule

throughout
Form

ula
1
G
rand

Prix
de

M
onaco

2025
in
M
ay

and
m
arking

the
Abu

D
habi

G
rand

Prix
on

D
ecem

ber
7,the

N
ofa

Riyadh,A
Radisson

Collection
Resort,is

offering
guests

a
new

safari-inspired
guest

experience.
Regent

Seven
Seas

Cruises
has

also
collaborated

w
ith

Aston
M
artin

Aram
co

Form
ula

O
ne®

for
an

exclusive
10-nightcruise

w
ith

form
erdriverPedro

de
La

Rosa
aboard

the
Seven

Seas
Splendor®

.
Coinciding

w
ith

the
U
.S.Tennis

O
pen

in
N
ew

York
betw

een
August

and
Septem

ber
is
Am

an
N
ew

York’s
'Strength

and
Recovery'program

m
e,

curated
by

Am
an’s

G
lobalW

ellness
Am

bassador
and

form
er

w
orld

N
o.

1
tennis

player,
M
aria

Sharapova.
Another

great
place

to
stay

is
Corinthia’s

first
N
orth

Am
erican

property,
The

Surrey,w
hich

recently
opened

in
O
ctober2024.

Kitirua
PlainsLodge,Am

boseli,Kenya

Badrutt’sPalace
H
otel,StM

oritz,Sw
itzerland

Credit:Steve
H
erud

H
aw

arResortby
M
antis,Bahrain

Tw
o
London

openings
are

also
scheduled

for
2025:

Six
Senses

London
at

The
W
hiteley,

the
brand’s

first-ever
U
K
property,featuring

the
brand’s

first
w
ellness-focused

m
em

bers'
club,

Six
Senses

Place,and
The

O
ther

H
ouse

Covent
G
arden,offering

146
guestroom

sand
‘Club

Flats’
plus

tw
o
penthouses

and
exclusive

facilities,all
available

on
a
long

orshortstay
basis.

Travelw
ith

Purpose
Travelersareseekingm

eaningfulexperiences
thatcontribute

to
personalgrow

th,sustainability
and

culturalenrichm
ent.Anguilla

has
introduced

a
new

'Volun-Tourism
'
initiative,

prom
oting

travel
experiences

that
actively

contribute
to

localcom
m
unities,w

hile
Sm

allLuxury
H
otels

of
the

W
orld

continues
to

expand
its

Considerate
Collection,a

com
m
unity

ofsustainable
boutique

hotels.In
Singapore,Pan

Pacific
O
rchard

offers
an

eco-friendly
stay

in
the

heartofthe
city,w

ith

Signature
Adventure

in
2025,w

here
guests

can
explore

the
area

via
dogsleds

and
skidoos.O

ver
at

Eleven
D
eplar

Farm
in

Iceland,there’s
a
new

‘Ski-to-Sea'adventure,com
bining

heli-skiing
w
ith

fly-fishing.Forthose
seeking

w
arm

eradventures,
Fairm

ont’s
‘D
iscover

the
U
ndiscovered’,involves

a
road

trip
across

northern
M
orocco,

through
the

Sahara
D
esert

to
the

Atlas
M
ountains

and
Atlantic

Coast.
PO

N
AN

T’s
Le

Jacques
Cartier

is
also

introducing
new

Polynesian
expeditions

this
year,providing

a
deep

dive
into

Pacific
cultures.

Taking
adventure

travel
to

the
skies

in
a

private
jet

experience
is
AM

AN
’s
'The

G
randest

Tour:
Tokyo

to
G
reece'

(April
19

–
M
ay

9),
w
hile

traveling
to

new
heights

w
ith

accessible
space

exploration
is
Zephalto’s

Celeste,
a
low

-
carbon

capsule
designed

by
architect

Joseph
D
irand.

Passengers
w
ill

be
w
hisked

off
on

an
80,000-feet

adventure
into

the
stratosphere

before
returning

back
to
Earth,six

hours
later,to

a
differentdestination.

Slow
Travel

Travelthis
year

is
allabout

taking
things

slow
ly

and
the

bestw
ay

to
do

this
is
aboard

a
train

or
boat.L’O

bservatoire,a
railcarriage

designed
by

artistJR,w
illdebuton

LVM
H
and

Venice
Sim

plon-
O
rient-Express,A

Belm
ond

Train
in
M
arch.W

hile
Accor’s

La
D
olce

Vita
w
illbe

the
firstluxury

train
in

Italy.O
ver

in
the

U
K,The

Britannic
Explorer,

A
Belm

ond
Train,

launches
in

July.
This

three-
night

adventure
w
illtraverse

the
landscapes

of
Cornw

all,W
ales

and
the

Lake
D
istrict.

For
those

looking
to

take
to

the
w
ater,this

year
also

m
arks

the
launch

of
three

additions
to

the
Ritz-Carlton

Yacht
Collection

–
Evrim

a,Ilm
a

and
Lum

inara
–
w
hile

Accor
has

announced
the

launch
of

‘O
rient

Express
Corinthian’,a

54-suite
yacht

that
w
ill

navigate
the

M
editerranean,

Adriatic
and

Caribbean.Equally
exciting

is
Am

an-
at-Sea;

a
183-m

eter
yacht

featuring
50

suites,
dining

facilities,a
spa

and
tw
o
helipads

(open
for

bookings
this

yearpriorto
its

2027
launch).

If
understated

voyages
are

m
ore

to
your

taste,
A&

K
is

launching
an

eco-conscious
riverboat

experience,‘Pure
Am

azon’,and
Capasecca

Yacht
hasalsoannouncednew

luxurysailingexperiences.
Anantara

is
also

bringing
a
luxury

river
cruise

to
the

heart
of

Laos
alongside

the
recently

launched
‘The

Vietage
by

Anantara’
train

line,
connecting

the
beach

tow
ns

of
Q
uy

N
hon

and
N
a
Thrang,Vietnam

.

open-airterracesand
re-w

ilding
initiatives.

O
ver

in
the

w
ellness

w
orld,

The
Botanic

Sanctuary
Antw

erp
has

announced
a
selection

of
IV

therapies
in

addition
to

the
launch

of
its

sixth
M
ichelin-starred

restaurant
this

year,
w
hile

Euphoria
Retreat

is
the

holistic
w
ellness

destination,surrounded
by

private
forests

below
G
reece’s

U
N
ESCO

W
orld

H
eritage-listed

M
ystras.

SH
A
Spain

is
also

expanding
its

productoffering
thisyearw

ith
a
new

derm
atology/trichology

unit.
Experiences

that
highlight

local
history

and
heritage

drive
purposeful

travel,
such

as
La

Réserve
Paris's

Clos
M
ontm

artre
vineyard

tours
or

Sun
G
ardens

D
ubrovnik's

new
Arts

&
Crafts

Series.As
partofD

esertX
in
the

Coachella
Valley,

The
Parker

Palm
Springs

is
offering

guests
the

opportunity
to

visit
outdoor

art
installations

exploring
indigenous

sovereignty
and

postcolonial
history,

w
hile

private
tours

and
access

to
renow

ned
artists’studios

are
now

available
at

Alm
anac

Barcelona
as

part
of

the
hotel’s

collaboration
w
ith

M
atizG

allery.
For

a
m
ore

slow
-paced

adventure,
Lefay

Resort
&
SPA

Lago
di

G
arda

is
expanding

this
sum

m
er

w
ith

five
exclusive

Sky
PoolVillas

and
a
W
ellness

Program
on

“The
Art

of
Letting

G
o”,

w
hile

SCP
Corcovado

W
ilderness

Lodge
in
Costa

Rica’s
Corcovado

N
ationalPark

offers
an

idyllic
barefootluxury

retreat.

Exclusive
Experiences

and
Adventure

Travel
Travelersareincreasinglyseekingadventures

that
provide

an
escape

from
the

everyday.
In

Svalbard,a
N
orw

egian
Archipelago

north
ofthe

Arctic
Circle,62°N

O
RD

is
launching

a
brand-new

N
ew

destinations
such

as
Tbilisi

sees
Telegraph

Tbilisi
G
eorgia

open
in

Spring
and

H
15

Palace,Krakow
opens

in
Poland

as
part

of
M
arriott’s

Luxury
Collection.

Closer
to

hom
e,

The
Lake

Estate
on

W
innisquam

is
due

to
open

in
N
ew

H
am

pshire's
Lakes

Region
in
late

spring
and

The
W
aldorfAstoria

N
ew

York
is
finally

opening
follow

ing
a
large-scale

restoration.
If

M
exico

is
on

the
m
enu,

Park
H
yatt

Los
Cabos

at
Cabo

del
Sol

opens
along

the
picturesque

coastofBaja
California

Sur.Further
south,W

aldorfAstoria
Costa

Rica
Punta

Cacique
opens

on
G
uanacaste’s

secluded
Playa

Penca.In
Aprilthe

StRegis
Cap

Cana,follow
ed

by
W
Punta

Cana,both
open

in
the

D
om

inican
Republic.

Further
afield,

focussing
on

conservation,
M
antis

AlBaha,opening
later

this
year

in
Saudi

Arabia,
is

a
secluded

eco-conscious
lodge

offering
im
m
ersive

natural
experiences.

And
if
you

are
heading

to
Japan

for
the

W
orld

Expo
this

April,check
into

the
Patina

for
an

elevated
city

experience.

w
illlaunch

in
July

2025
as

one
ofthe

m
ostscenic

retreats
on

the
Italian

Riviera.
Another

Riviera
w
elcom

es
N
ordelaia

Beaulieu
and

if
you

enjoy
M
editerranean

island
life,Four

Seasons
Resort

M
ykonos

opens
in
the

Aegean.The
latesthotels

from
the

Vestige
Collection,

Son
Erm

itá
and

Binidufá,open
in
July.Four

Seasons
M
allorca

at
Form

entor
also

opens
this

sum
m
er,and,on

the
m
ainland,O

KU
Andalusia

opens
as

the
ultim

ate
beachside

retreat.
Luxury

brands
all

have
m
ajor

openings
this

sum
m
er

w
ith

Rocco
Forte

H
otels

opening
the

Carlton
M
ilan,the

fam
ily

com
pany’s

second
property

in
M
ilan.Corinthia

Rom
e
opensin

Italy’s
form

er
CentralBank

and
Conrad

H
am

burg
w
ill

open
in
the

historic
Levantehaus

building
on

one
of

G
erm

any’s
m
ost

popular
shopping

streets.
Four

Seasons
H
otel

and
Residences

Cartagena
is
a
m
ust-visit

in
Colom

bia
as

is
The

Red
Sea

ED
ITIO

N
,Egypt.

Fairm
ont

Tokyo
is

the
first

Fairm
ont

in
Japan

and
overlooks

Tokyo
Bay.O

ther
Fairm

ont
openings

include
Fairm

ont
U
daipur,

India,
and

Fairm
ont

N
ew

O
rleans,

part
of

the
historic

redevelopm
ent

of
the

form
er

Bank
of

N
ew

O
rleans

building.
D
on’t

m
iss

the
view

s
–
day

and
night

–
from

O
ne

&
O
nly

M
oonlight

Basin,
in
Big

Sky,M
ontana.For

som
ew

here
even

m
ore

rem
ote

stayin
Kenya’snorthern

Laikipia
region

at
a ndBeyond

Suyian
Lodge,opening

July.

If
w
hisky

is
your

tipple,Ardbeg
H
ouse

w
as

recently
purchased

by
LVM

H
near

the
distillery

w
here

Ardbeg
has

been
creating

its
untam

ed
sm

oky
w
hisky

for
m
ore

than
200

years
on

the
rem

ote
Scottish

Island
ofIslay.

O
verin

Italy,the
charm

ingVistaO
stuniopens

thissum
m
erin

Puglia
nearthe

Baroque
splendor

ofLecce
and

the
tim

eless
SassiofM

atera.O
n
the

M
editerranean

coast,
Villa

Beatrice
Portofino

Åm
ot,N

orw
ay

Credit:U
lfRugom

ayo
Am

undsen
Aurea

Ibiza
Residences,Ibiza,Spain

B
y
CressiSow

erbutts

Stay
to

See
the

Sport

Laguna
CoastResort,N

axos,G
reece

O
KU

Andalusia,Spain

Château
de

la
Com

m
araine,Burgundy,France

Credit:John
Athim

aritisPhotography

Edited
forILTM

by
Sarah

M
iller,Founderand

CEO
ofSarah

M
illerand

Partners

B
y
CressiSow

erbutts
and

Sebastian
Clifton

Special
A
dvertising

Feature

~
Sum

m
er

~

~
Fall~

N
Y

For personal, non-com
m

ercial use only. D
o not edit, alter or reproduce. For com

m
ercial reproduction or distribution, contact D

ow
 Jones R

eprints & Licensing at (800) 843-0008 or   w
w

w
.djreprints.com.

.



84   J a n u a r y  Fe b r u a r y 2 0 2 5

THESE NEW AND REIMAGINED STAYS  

ARE TURNING HEADS WITH STRIKING DESIGN.

BY LAUREN GALLOW
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  An extensive renovation of The Wal-

dorf Astoria New York, slated to wrap 
this spring, polishes the NYC land-
mark’s 375 guest rooms and suites to 
their original art deco glory and adds a 
new 30,000-square-foot spa. 

  In Taipei, the 86-room Capella Taipei 

will offer weary travelers a serene city 
respite come spring, with a “modern 
mansion” design concept and tradi-
tional Taiwanese treatments at an ex-
pansive wellness center. 

  Amid tropical gardens in Nai Lert Park, 
Aman Nai Lert Bangkok opens early 
this year in a sleek 52-suite tower that 
houses omakase and teppanyaki res-
taurants and emphasizes its setting with 
open terraces and natural materials. 

  The 134-room Rosewood Amsterdam, 
Rosewood’s Netherlands debut, will ra-
diate palatial prestige when it opens this 
spring in the former Palace of Justice, 
overlooking the Prinsengracht. 

  In Italy, glamour veteran Orient Ex-
press will launch two new hotels later in 
the year: Orient Express La Minerva, 
with 93 rooms just two blocks from 
the impressive art collection at Rome’s 
Galleria Doria Pamphilj, and 46-room 
Orient Express Palazzo Donà Giovan-

nelli, situated in a fifteenth-century 
Venetian palace formerly home to the 
Duke of Urbino. 

Art, culture, and travel books 
line the shelves of Park Hyatt 

Tokyo’s library.

More urban openings



 
Inside Saudi Arabia's first five-star luxury train worth Rs 461 crores.

Check Dream of the Desert's lavish features and photos
LINK: https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/magazines/panache/inside-saudi-arabias-first-five-star-luxury-train-worth-rs-461-crores-check-dream-of-... 

Inside Saudi Arabia's first
five-star luxury train worth
Rs 461 crores .  Check
Dream of the Desert 's
lavish features and photos
SECTIONS Inside Saudi
Arabia 's f i rst  f ive-star
luxury train worth Rs 461
crores. Check Dream of the
Desert's lavish features and
photos ET Onl ine Last
Updated: Jan 28, 2025,
07:37:00 PM IST Rate Story
Follow us Share Font Size
Small Medium Large Save
Print Comment Synopsis
Saudi Arabia and Arsenale's
'Dream of the Desert' five-
star train, inspired by the
Kingdom's landscapes and
heritage, offers 34 luxurious
suites. Launching Q3 2026,
it aims to blend top-tier
hospitality with rich cultural
exper iences, ref lect ing
S a u d i  V i s i o n  2 0 3 0 .
Co l l abo ra t i ve  cu l tu ra l
programs and a refined
d in ing exper ience wi l l
e n h a n c e  t r a v e l e r s '
immers ion  in to  Saud i
h i s to ry  and  t rad i t i on .
Middle-East's 'Dream of the
Desert' is one of the first
luxury trains. Saudi Arabia's
Railways (SAR) and Italian
hospitality giant Arsenale
have revealed the final
designs for their ambitious
"Dream of the Desert"
luxury train, set to become

the first five-star train in
the  M idd le  Eas t .  The
unveiling took place during
the visit of Italian Prime
Minister Giorgia Meloni to
Saudi Arabia, marking a
significant step in redefining
luxury rail travel in the
region. Budget with ET
India, get ready for the
m o d e r n  w a r f a r e  o f
tomorrow Women, youth,
farmers and poor  can
continue to be Budget
2025's 'roti, kapda aur
makan' Modi govt has a key
task  in  Budget  2025:
Unlocking the PLI goldmine
According to the Saudi
Press Agency (SPA), the
project is a result of the
partnership between SAR
a n d  A r s e n a l e ,  w h i c h
culminated in a formal
agreement valued at 200
million Saudi riyals (around
Rs 461 crore) in January
2024. This collaboration is
part of a broader effort to
develop luxury tourism
services and align with
Saudi Vision 2030, the
country's plan to diversify
its economy and enhance
cultural tourism. A New Era
in Luxury TravelThe Dream
of the Desert train will offer
a  h i g h - e n d  t r a v e l
experience, featuring 14
carriages with 34 luxurious
su i tes.  Des igned as a

mobile five-star hotel, it
aims to merge world-class
hospital i ty with a r ich
cultural experience. The
interiors of the train are
inspired by Saudi Arabia's
iconic desert landscapes
and traditional architecture,
reflecting the Kingdom's
cu l tura l  her i tage.  The
luxurious décor includes
earthy tones, fine textiles,
and intricate artistic details,
which incorporate motifs
from famous landmarks like
Madain Saleh and Hail. The
train is designed not only to
provide an unparalleled
luxury experience but also
to immerse passengers in
Saudi Arabia's history and
culture. Its interior features
elegant reception lounges
modelled after traditional
majlis (gathering spaces),
with hand-carved woodwork
and geometric patterns that
showcase the country's
warmth and hospitality. A
Cultural Journey on Rails
The Dream of the Desert
train will also offer a unique
c u l t u r a l  e x p e r i e n c e .
Through collaboration with
the Ministry of Culture,
curated cultural programs
will allow passengers to
explore Saudi Arabia's
traditions dynamically and
interactively. The Saudi
Tourism Authority and the
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Center for Development
Authorities Support are
working on creating tailored
tourism itineraries that
integrate seamlessly with
the train journey, offering
t r a v e l l e r s  a  d e e p e r
c o n n e c t i o n  t o  t h e
Kingdom's natural  and
c u l t u r a l  s i t e s .  P a o l o
Barletta, CEO of Arsenale
G r o u p ,  e x p r e s s e d
e x c i t e m e n t  o v e r  t h e
project, highlighting the
goal of creating a travel
e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  i s
unmatched in its luxury and
cultural depth. According to
Barletta, the Dream of the
Desert is not just a luxury
train; it is an immersive
journey that merges world-
class design, hospitality,
and Saudi traditions. He
emphas i z ed  t h a t  t h e
collaboration with SAR, the
Ministry of Culture, and the
Saudi Tourism Authority
has been key in bringing
t h e  p r o j e c t  t o  l i f e
authentically, reflecting the
K i n g d o m ' s  b e a u t y .
Anticipation Builds for the
Launch The train will begin
operations by the end of Q3
2026, with booking details
and exclusive packages to
be announced on the official
website. The onboard dining
e x p e r i e n c e  w i l l  f u s e
traditional flavours with
soph is t i ca ted  cu l inary
artistry, offering a menu
designed by top chefs from
both Saudi Arabia and
abroad. Passengers will also
be able to admire art pieces

and photography that
showcase Saudi Arabia's
c u l t u r a l  a n d  n a t u r a l
landmarks. The Dream of
the Desert train promises to
elevate luxury travel in
Saudi Arabia, offering an
expe r i ence  tha t  goes
beyond luxury,  deeply
rooted in the Kingdom's
cul tura l  and h istor ica l
identity. With its elegant
design, exceptional service,
and cultural immersion, this
train is poised to become a
must-experience attraction
for those seeking a unique
and opulent way to explore
Saudi Arabia's vast heritage
and stunning landscapes.
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EXCLUSIVE: Inside The Middle East's First Five-Star Train Designed

by Aline Asmar d'Amman
LINK: https://wwd.com/home-design/interior-design/middle-east-first-five-star-train-aline-asmar-damman-1236882826/ 

EXCLUSIVE: Inside The
Middle East's First Five-Star
Train Designed by Aline
A s m a r  d ' A m m a n  T h e
Lebanese architect unveiled
her designs with WWD for
the Dream of the Desert
train developed with the
Saudi Arabian Ministry of
Culture and Saudi Arabia's
R a i l w a y s  a n d  I t a l y ' s
Arsenale. By Plus Icon Sofia
C e l e s t e  S e n i o r
Correspondent, Home and
Interiors Recent Articles by
Sofia Celeste January 27,
2025, 1:54pm Share this
article on Facebook Share
this article on X Share this
article on Flipboard Share
this article on Pin It Share
this article on Tumblr Share
this article on Reddit Share
this article on LinkedIn
Share  th i s  a r t i c l e  on
WhatsApp Share this article
on Email Print this article
Share this article on Talk
Share  th i s  a r t i c l e  on
Facebook Share this article
on X Share this article on
Flipboard Share this article
on Pin It Share this article
on Tumblr Share this article
on Reddit Share this article

on LinkedIn Share this
article on WhatsApp Share
this article on Email Print
this article Share this article
on  Ta l k  A l i n e  A smar
d'Amman and her Culture
in Architecture Studio's
designs for Dream of the
Desert Courtesy of Culture
in Architecture Share this
article on Facebook Share
this article on X Share this
article on Flipboard Share
this article on Pin It Share
this article on Tumblr Share
this article on Reddit Share
this article on LinkedIn
Share  th i s  a r t i c l e  on
WhatsApp Share this article
on Email Print this article
Share this article on Talk
Share  th i s  a r t i c l e  on
Facebook Share this article
on X Share this article on
Flipboard Share this article
on Pin It Share this article
on Tumblr Share this article
on Reddit Share this article
on LinkedIn Share this
article on WhatsApp Share
this article on Email Print
this article Share this article
on Talk MILAN - Lebanese-
born architect Aline Asmar
d'Amman said growing up

she was "bathed" in the
poetry of 13th-century poet
Rumi, who described the
d e s e r t  a s  a  " w i d e
emptiness, a peace without
understanding it ." She
never thought that one day
she would help people
experience that sort of
wonder ,  in  an age of
modern luxury travel. On
Tuesday, she shared her
designs with WWD for the
Middle East's first five-star
train. The Dream of the
Desert train developed with
the Saudi Arabian Ministry
o f  Cu l tu re  and  Saud i
Arab ia 's  Ra i lways and
Italy's Arsenale will allow
l u x u r y  t r a v e l e r s  t o
experience a privileged
view of the desert. After
garner ing notor iety in
fashion as the founder of
t h e  C u l t u r e
in Architecture studio which
w o r k e d  w i t h  K a r l
L a g e r f e l d  o n  s e v e r a l
projects, including the
design of luxury suites for
the Hôtel de Crillon in Paris,
she's now playing a small
but s igni f icant ro le in
he l p i ng  Saud i  A rab i a
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achieve its Vision 2030.
This is her first train and
she proudly said it 's a
sustainable project in the
s e n s e  t h a t  s h e
u s e d  e x i s t i n g  I t a l i a n
wagons owned by Arsenale
Group. You May Also Like
Related Articles Fashion
Scoops Bottega Veneta
Opens  Ch i c ago  S to r e
J e w e l r y  C h a n e l  I n c .
Appoints Olivier Kessler-
Gay General Manager of
Watches and Fine Jewelry
"It's a wonderful thing to
immerse into a world of
dynamic  s t i l l ness  and
spiritual mystique that is
the desert. Saudi Arabia's
pristine natural beauty and
the very distinctive feeling
of immensity and silence, of
wildness and wideness, only
tamed by the Bedouin
tradition of journeys with
pa t i e n c e ,  a ppea l s  t o
another kind of travel
today," she said, adding
that slow travel is all about
embracing layers of culture
and enriching humanistic
values, which Saudi Arabia
is only now ready to share
on a global level. Aline
Asmar d'Amman Courtesy
of Culture in Architecture  
This milestone marks a
significant step forward in
redefining luxury rail travel
in the region and is the
result of a close partnership
between SAR and Arsenale,
in collaboration with the
Ministry of Culture, the
Saudi Tourism Authority
a n d  t h e  C e n t e r  f o r

Development Authorities
Support. In 1947, the first
railway between Dammam
a n d  R i y a d h  w a s
inaugurated. Established in
2006, SAR is the owner and
operator of the North Train
Railway Network, which is
propelling the vision of
sustainable passenger and
cargo transport. In 2017,
the North Train passeneger
services was launched,
followed by the Haramain
high speed railway in 2018.
Dream o f  t he  Dese r t
Courtesy of Aline Asmar
d'Amman and her Culture
in Architecture Studio's
Saudi heritage elements
feature inside the Dream of
the Deser t ,  as  Asmar
d'Amman said she spent
hours looking at the details
of a Saudi façade, the
intricate textile weavings,
the wood carvings, the oil
lamps whose light diffuses a
cinematographic mood,
interpreting these in a
de l i ca te  modern  lens ,
adapted to the train space
and  cons t ra in ts .  "Not
forgetting the astounding
Stendhal  syndrome [a
condition of awe upon the
d i s c o v e r y  o f  g r e a t
mas te rp i e ces ]  a t  t he
discovery of Hegra, Hail, Al-
Ula and other untouched
beauties," she mused of the
train that includes world-
c l a s s  s u i t e s  a n d  a
restaurant enhanced with
modern touches from the
lamp shades' belt detail to
the wood carving elegant

mot i f  insp i red  by  the
gypsum mot i f s  in  the
central region.  The suites,
she said, are characterized
by rich wood marquetry,
l u xu r i ou s  upho l s t e r y ,
s en sua l  l i g h t i n g  a nd
bespoke furniture. In the
reception area, the bar and
the lounge, textile weaving
and geometric patterns
feature prominently. The
bar design is inspired by the
ancient architecture of the
Al-Ula site of Hegra, the city
of Madain Salih and the
archaeological mountain of
Hijaz, interpreted in modern
patterns and design. The
train is also punctuated by
wood sculpted panels in
signature green patina,
insp i red by the Saudi
Arabian seaside city of
Jeddah's iconic façades.
Aline Asmar d'Amman and
h e r  C u l t u r e
in Architecture Studio's
designs for Dream of the
Desert. Courtesy of Culture
in Architecture In and
around the  wor lds  o f
fashion and hospitality,
Asmar d'Amman's fame is
growing. Last year, she was
the f i rst  guest  of  the
Read ing  Room a t  7L ,
the bookstore, library and
publishing house founded
by Lagerfe ld that was
acqu i red  by  Chane l  i n
2021.  She designed the Le
Petit Salon, a private event
s p a c e  w i t h i n  i n
Le19M, Chanel's hub for
craftsmanship on the edge
of Paris. She is also working
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 on the Arsenale on another
project: The Orient Express
H o t e l  P a l a z z o  D o n à
Giovannelli Venice. Founded
in 2020 by Paolo Barletta
and  Annabe l  Ho ld ing ,
Arsenale is  an I ta l ian
company operating in the
luxury hospitality sector,
with the aim of enhancing
the Italian tourism industry.
The company is structured
around two main divisions:
The Hospitality Hotel and
Resort  d iv is ion,  which
designs and manages hotel
properties in collaboration
with iconic luxury brands,
such as Soho House, as well
as the Orient Express.
Inside the upcoming Orient
Express Hotel in Venice in
Palazzo Donà Giovannelli
Ven i ce  and  has  been
designed by Aline Asmar
d'Amman. Courtesy of Aline
Asmar d'Amman Tags
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Travel / Destinations 

The Middle East’s first super-luxury train 
will gleam gold 

By Julia Buckley, CNN 

 

CNN — It’s the train set to whisk people across the largest country in the Middle East — and to do 

so in style, according to the designs that have just been released. 

Saudi Arabia’s Dream of the Desert train, which is slated to hit the rails next year, is set to be the 
region’s first five-star luxury train, and the first renderings for the 14 carriages have finally been 
unveiled. 

A joint project between Saudi Arabia Railways (SAR) and Arsenale S.p.A., the Italian luxury brand, 
the train is due to launch around fall 2026. It has been designed by Aline Asmar d’Amman, an 
architect and designer whose Culture in Architecture studio is based between Paris and Beirut. 

The idea is to amp up the luxury while referencing Saudi culture and heritage — including motifs 
from destinations like AlUla, Madain Saleh and Hail — within the design. 

The overall tone is suitably sandy, with golds, beiges and darker tones coupled with chrome fittings 
reflecting the desert views outside. 

https://www.cnn.com/travel/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/travel/destinations/index.html
https://cultureinarchitecture.com/


 

Reception lounges have been given the feel of a majlis — the room in a Saudi home where guests 
are welcomed — and include geometric patterns and hand-carved wooden elements. Bedrooms, 
meanwhile, have a richer feel, with a hint of Art Deco styling in the emerald-colored sofas, 
headboards and drapes, as well as the clean lines and wood-paneled walls.  

The attention to detail extends to the public areas. Artworks and photographs of Saudi cultural sites 
will adorn the corridors, while the train exterior will be a burnished chrome with accents of violet. 

The train will have 34 suites across 14 carriages, while the restaurant menu will be curated by 
“local and international chefs,” according to the press release accompanying the renderings. 

 

The train has been designed by architect Aline Asmar d'Amman.  

Courtesy Arsenale Spa/SAR 



The route will go from Riyadh across SAR’s Northern Railway network. In a partnership with the 
Saudi Ministry of Culture there will be “curated cultural programs” for guests as well as “unique 
tourism itineraries that integrate seamlessly with the train journey” — though no details have yet 
been revealed. 

SAR previously said in a press release that the Dream of the Desert will operate “luxury train 
cruise” journeys from the capital city of Riyadh to Qurayyat, which is situated close to the northern 
border with Jordan. 

The 1,300-kilometer route will take in the country’s desert landscapes, and stop at the city of Hail 
on one- and two-night trips. 

Calling it “an unparalleled travel experience,” Paolo Barletta, Arsenale Group’s CEO, said in a 
statement that the train will be a “fully immersive experience.” 

Dream of the Desert is currently slated to debut at the end of the third quarter of 2026. 

In the mean time, a sibling train, Dolce Vita Orient Express, will debut in Italy in April. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://cnn.com/travel/dreams-of-the-desert-saudi-arabia-luxury-train/index.html
https://cnn.com/2024/11/02/travel/travel-news-la-dolce-vita-orient-express/index.html


 

INSPIRATION 

Inside Dream of the Desert – 
Saudi Arabia's first luxury train 
service 
Dream of the Desert will welcome passengers in 2026, becoming the first five-star rail 

service in the Middle East 

 

Luxury train travel is having a moment. Around the world, several new and 
revamped train services have captured the global appetite for slow travel. The 
Middle East is set to get its first luxury train service with the launch of Saudi 
Arabia's Dream of the Desert. 

Set to take passengers on a journey through Saudi Arabia's vast desert landscapes, 
the service is on track to make its inaugural journey by the end of 2026. Departing 
from the Saudi capital Riyadh, Dream of the Desert will run on 1,300 kilometres of 
existing railway lines from the capital Riyadh to Al Qurayyat in the northern 
province of Al Jawf, taking in some of the country's most breathtaking natural 
scenery along the way. The planned one- to two-day route takes in Al Qassim, Hail 
and Al Jouf, on the edge of King Salman bin Abdulaziz Nature Reserve, before it 
terminates some 30km from the border with Jordan. 

https://www.cntraveller.com/topic/inspiration
https://www.cntraveller.com/article/luxury-train-travel-is-entering-another-golden-age


 

Interiors have been designed by Lebanese architect Aline Asmar d'Amman Courtesy Saudi Arabia 
Railways 

Manufactured by the Italian hospitality company Arsenale Group and commissioned by Saudi Arabia 
Railways (SAR), Dream of the Desert's 14 carriages will consist of 34 luxury suites. A first look at the 
interiors, designed by Lebanese architect Aline Asmar d'Amman, shows opulent gold-laden ceilings, 
tile-fronted bars, rich velvet banquettes and touches of Saudi tradition. Reception areas have been 
inspired by majlis settings, adorned with intricately carved wood and shades inspired by the desert 
sands. Special art pieces showcasing Saudi heritage and culture are being commissioned to hang in the 
train's corridors, with menus will be created by local and international chefs. 

 

Reception areas merge traditional Saudi design with opulent touches 

 Courtesy Saudi Arabia Railways 



Arsenale is already working in collaboration with Orient Express on La Dolce Vita, a new luxury rail 
service with six itineraries crisscrossing Italy, set to launch in early spring. Arsenale has also signed an 
agreement with the UAE's national railway company, Etihad Railway, to develop a luxury train that will 
travel across the Middle Eastern peninsula. 

 

The desert landscape in Al Jawf province 

 benedek 

The update on Dream of the Desert is one of many as Saudi Arabia fast-tracks its ambitions to become 
a leading tourist destination, with plans to attract 150m visitors by the end of the decade. Last year was 
marked by news of hotel and resort developments across the Kingdom, from AlUla, the ancient oasis 
city near the sandstone monuments of Hegra; to the Red Sea coast and its islands; Sindalah Island, part 
of the Neom gigaproject; and the historic settlement of Diriyah. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cntraveller.com/article/alula-saudi-arabia-things-to-do


 

 

Saudi Arabia Unveils First Luxury Train ‘Dream 
of the Desert’ 

Saudi Arabia Railways and Arsenale revealed the 'Dream of the Desert', the 
Middle East’s first luxury train. Featuring 34 luxury suites, it offers an 

immersive cultural experience inspired by Saudi heritage. Operations begin in 
late 2026, with bookings announced soon. 

 
Saudi Arabia Railways, in partnership with Italian hospitality company 
Arsenale, unveiled the final design of Dream of the Desert, a first-of-its-kind 
five-star luxury train in the Middle East. According to reports from the Saudi 
Press Agency, the achievement was the result of the said two companies signing 
an agreement last year. 

Instead, due to the inspiration from Saudi desert and traditional architecture, 
the interior of the train is decorated with rich craftsmanship combined with 
earthy hues along with intricate details and high luxury fabrics. Two main 
landmarks, Hegra and Hail, are also reflected in the design for a visually 
stunning experience and insight to the culture by the passengers. 


