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6 new sleeper train routes coming in 2026
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It's all aboard the sleeper
train in 2026 (European
Sleeper ) Sign up to Simon
Calder's free travel email
for expert advice and
money-saving discountsGet
Simon Calder's Travel
emailGet Simon Calder's
Travel email If the rollout of
new sleeper train services is
any indication, it's all
aboard the night carriage in
2026. Anticipated new
routes are popping up in
several corners of the UK,
as well as direct sleeper
trains connecting capitals
across Europe for some

006880

shut-eye as you ride. As
railroads forge new paths,
travellers looking for a
more sustainable option
than short-haul flights are
going full steam ahead to
book both budget and
luxury journeys. Scotland's
iconic Caledonian Sleeper
will now pick up passengers
in Birmingham, and another
new decadent rail route will
spend 22 days traversing
the ancient Silk Road. From
a roll across Spain to a
chug between Amsterdam
and Milan, here are some of
the most exciting new night
routes taking to the tracks
this year. Read more: Why
the Caledonian Sleeper
train is Britain's contender
for world's greatest rail
journey Best new sleeper
train routes for 2026 1.
Caledonian Sleeper -
London to Scotland via
Birmingham The Caledonian
Sleeper will now pick up
Birmingham passengers en
route to the Highlands
(Caledonian Sleeper) As of
last week (15 January), the
Caledonian Sleeper will
leave London to pick up
passengers in Birmingham

en route to the Scottish
Highlands. The sleeper train
currently runs every night
apart from Saturday, with
guests being transported
from London Euston to
some of Scotland's largest
cities, including Aberdeen,
Edinburgh, Glasgow and
Inverness, and more rural
locations, such as Fort
William. Birmingham
International will join the
train's 'Highlander' route,
the first stop after London,
before it heads to Crewe,
Preston and then up to the
Highlands. The sleeper train
intends to bridge the travel
gap between the West
Midlands and the Scottish
Highlands. Read more:
Caledonian Sleeper sees
'most significant change to
network in three decades'
2. European Sleeper -
Amsterdam to Milan via
Switzerland A direct
connection from Amsterdam
and Brussels to Milan will
run from 18 June 2026
(European Sleeper)
European Sleeper plans to
run a direct night train
connection from Amsterdam
and Brussels to Milan city
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centre from 18 June 2026.
Departures from
Amsterdam and Brussels
will be scheduled for
Monday, Thursday and
Saturday, with the return
service from Milan
operational on Wednesdays,
Fridays and Sundays. Stops
on the sleeper service will
include Berne, Switzerland
and Stresa on Lago
Maggiore, and ticket sales
will open to travellers in
January or February. Read
more: The best boutique
hotels in Amsterdam,
reviewed 3. Venice
Simplon-Orient-Express -
Paris to Amalfi Coast The
Venice Simplon-Orient-
Express passes along both
the French and Italian
Rivieras from May
(Belmond) The Belmond-
operated Venice Simplon-
Orient-Express will wind
along both the French and
Italian Rivieras on its
inaugural four-day journey
from Paris on 4 May 2026.
While not on the rails,
passengers will partake in a
scenic boat tour, a private
guided visit to Pompeii and
cooking classes with local
experts. The experience
doesn't come cheap. Tickets
start from around
EUR10,000 (£8,700) per
person, including all meals,
excursions and transfers.
Read more: This luxury
sleeper train will launch a
new route to the Amalfi
Coast 4. Golden Eagle
Luxury Trains - Beijing to
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Tashkent Travel the Silk
Road with Golden Eagle
Luxury Trains (Golden Eagle
Luxury Trains) Golden Eagle
Luxury Trains will offer
travellers an exclusive
itinerary on a brand new
luxury train along the
'storied path' of the Silk
Road from September
2026. The 22-day 'The
Grand Silk Road' journey
will feature two private
trains with stops in Unesco-
listed sites and ancient
cities across central Asia
from Beijing to Tashkent.
The train's luxurious
superior cabins and Han
Dynasty suites with fine
dining and opulent bar cars
are on offer from $53,200
(£39,748) on 2027
departure dates. Read
more: Mandarin Oriental
Qianmen, Beijing hotel
review 5. The Luxury Train
Company 'Le Grand Tour' -
Paris to Puy du Fou Take a
six-day rail journey through
France (Getty Images) Also
on the uber-luxury sleeper
scene, The Luxury Train
Travel Company's 'Le Grand
Tour' is expected to leave
the station this year. The
4,000km six-day French rail
journey on an 18-cabin
'Belle Epoque styled train'
promises passengers
'"history, culture,
architecture, art and
magnificent French cuisine'
from £6,210 per person.
Travellers will depart Paris
Gare de I'Est, with stops
including Epernay, Reims,

Annecy and Saint-Emilion
before finishing at the
renowned French historical
theme park Puy du Fou.
Read more: Famous French
theme park submits plans
for £600m Oxfordshire site
6. Al Andalus - Seville to
Madrid The Al Andalus train
service will run a new
itinerary for the 2026
season (Renfe/Al Andalus)
Spain's luxury Al Andalus
train service has announced
a new itinerary for the 2026
season. The opulent 1930s
train will now begin and end
its journey in the Spanish
capital of Madrid, with a
new seven-day, six-night
voyage available from April
to October. As well as
travelling on one of the
world's most deluxe rail
journeys, passengers can
look forward to stopping at
some of Spain's most
magnificent cities and
attractions, including
Seville, Cérdoba and the
Royal Palace of Aranjuez, a
Unesco World Heritage Site.
New destinations on the
2026 tour, which focuses on

Spanish heritage,
gastronomy and
landscapes, include

Extremadura, Castilla-La
Mancha and Madrid. For a
Grand Class room, expect
to pay EUR6,600 (£5,700)
per person based on two
sharing, while a Deluxe
Suite costs EUR7,900
(£6,840). Read more:
Luxury Spanish train
announces new 2026
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\ Guide to the World's Most Iconic Train Journcys

t's Lil de tl ' wendary railwa 1 d the (i | i it TUVIAT

The best train journeys in the workd have an intangible allure about them. Since the dawn of time, the

[ rallway o has seduced poets, speltbound novelists, and dealt directors the perfect hand for capturing flecting
friendships, illicit affairs, and all manner of crimes and capers. A ticket is not just a permit to ride, it's
permission to trespass on the intimacies of other people’s lives, Trains bring us up close and personal —both
inside and outside the carriage. On board, passengers chat politics in Finnish dining cars, clamber into
couchettes above strangers on the Trans-Siberian, and share samosas on s many raucous mail trains,
Outside, the world flashes by, a slideshow of rivers growing into oceans, deserts rising into mountains and cities

sprawling then receding into darkness as the train thunders on through the night,

As climate change takes hold and travelers look for <lower \ aht

trains are returning with renewed vigor., w1 tradns are seeing a resurgence and the golden oldies are busier
than ever. From regular commuter rides 1o glamorous tourist trains, a number of services have garmered iconi
status for the scenery, their role through history, or perhaps their place in popular culture, Thirkive's Dogu
Express, once a migration train carrying agricultural workers and the military, 15 now wililly popuolar with
young Turks who traverse the 800-mile route in winter, decorating the compartments with fairy lights and
spreading out picnic blankets covered with baklava, borek, and cold cuts. From the glass-dome cars of the Rocky
Mountaimeer, passengers watch as Canada's teal-green lakes shimmer Hike mirrors, snow-capped peaks looming

overhead, The Eastern & Orfental Express, a Belmond train, is back after a hiatus, winding through Malaysia’s

tropical rainforests, while [apan's Seven Stars Kyushu grants reservations via a lottery system, so sought-after is
the opulent train. Think Americans don't ride il ? Think again, as the California Zepbyr, the longest route in
America crosses through seven states, carving up Col 's canyons, then passing into I1 where the sun

ignites mesas into flaming towers of rock. Sit back and listen to the clack of the Darjecling toy train as it chugs
up the Himalavan foothills, or lel the swaying carriage of the Roves Rail lull vou to deep sleep as it takes you

decper into places wild and distant y Int Rafesh, author of Moonlight Espres Ol i it Ty
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La Dolee Vita Orient Express, ltaly

“The Orient Express started in 1883, when its maiden trip from Paro to Constantinople Mlipped the concept of

Jong-distance trivel on its head. Fast forward 140 years and, while the guests are still glamorous (aned the

cocktails very much free flowing), Orient Express has been nudged lovingly into the 21st century with the

Tounch of La Dodee Vita Orient Express- 3 12-carriage train that will transport 62 guests around [l onone- and

two-night journevs. The train s the first of six (with eight iconie itineraries) in a collaboration between Italian

luxury hospitality business Arsenale Group and French hotel giant Accor. | was lucky enough to nab a spot on a

two-niight journcy that would take us on a round trip from Rome to Venice and Portofino,” Read the
b Sarab Alland.

v amd
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A LOUNGE THAT'S WORTH THE WAIT
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it directly impacts the usability of spaces, quality of
life, and access to resources... With ‘Prison Times,” we
addressed a sensitive — and often overlooked —
subject through a unique and widely accessible lens:
objects. What we presented is a form of design
governed by principles of security and punishment,
which are fundamentally at odds with conventional
design thinking. Following the exhibition, a number
of exchanges and new synergies were set in motion,
including opportunities to explore these same issues
in schools and universities.”

pag. 80

A IOUNGE
THAT'S WORTH THE WAIT

In Rome’s Ostiense neighborhood, a
signature lounge designed by Hugo Toro
welcomes passengers of the new La Dolce
Vita Orient Express. All aboard

words by Laura Maggi — photos by Mr. Tripper

THE PRELUDE TO A JOURNEY THAT DEFIES TIME, the La Dolce
Vita Lounge welcomes passengers “embarking on
‘rail cruises’ into a space that is more of a threshold
than a destination. Sunny, joyful, and cinematic.
That’s why the ceiling is entirely finished in yellow
lacquer: it sets the tone from the very first moment,”
says architect Hugo Toro, describing his vision for the
waiting lounge inside Rome’s Ostiense station. From
here, the La Dolce Vita Orient Express departs for
destinations ranging from Venice to Portofino, Siena
to the Sassi di Matera, the vineyards of Montalcino,
the truffle trails of Nizza Monferrato, and onward to
Sicily with stops in Catania, Palermo, and Taormina.
The travel experience begins here, well before
departure, within a 600 m2 lounge designed as an
elegant reception room, where guests can enjoy local
tastings and drinks, relax in convivial seating areas,
or browse the in-house boutique, which offers a
refined selection of accessories, books, and home
decor. Depending on the time of departure, the
kitchen led by German chef Heinz Beck serves up
lunch or dinner alongside a cocktail bar, while live
piano music fills the lounge, creating a relaxed and
social atmosphere in the moments before boarding.
The experience is completed with exclusive services
like private showers and a concierge to handle your
luggage — already placed in the cabins ahead of
boarding — while guests are presented with
traditional paper tickets detailing their itinerary and
cabin assignment. “The project required an
extremely meticulous and respectful approach,
driven by a desire to enhance the station’s

architectural identity and artistic heritage,” notes
Marco Girotto, General Manager of La Dolce Vita
Orient Express. “Under the creative direction of
Hugo Toro, master artisans and artists painstakingly
restored the original mosaics by Giulio Rosso and
Maria Zaffuto, returning them to their rightful place
within the space... Artworks inspired by the spirit of
travel — from urban vistas to distant, exotic
landscapes — further enrich the experience,
transforming the lounge into a space that blends
historic grandeur with contemporary refinement,
capturing the romance of the Italian journey while
remaining fully aligned with the architectural
language of Roma Ostiense,” explains Girotto. “The
lounge fuses the legacy of the iconic train with a bold
70s influence, filtered through a contemporary lens,”
adds Toro, who also designed the interiors for the
Orient Express La Minerva in Rome. “The existing
architecture, with its stark travertine structure,
provided a powerful backdrop. Rather than soften it,
I chose to create a contrast through warmth, color,
and rhythm. Unfolding in a carefully choreographed
sequence, the space offers atmospheres for solo
travelers, couples, and groups alike, creating an
environment that feels both intimate and dynamic.”
Every piece of furniture is custom-designed, from the
lighting to the central banquette and the armchairs.
“The lounge is conceived as a seamless ensemble,
where architecture, furnishings, and lighting
converge to create memorable moments,” says the
architect. Art Deco references — “its geometry, sense
of symmetry, and distinct craftsmanship” — were
combined to create a nomadic patchwork of
inspirations. The goal was not nostalgia, but a
modern reinterpretation of a waiting lounge from a
bygone era,” notes Toro. “Housing the La Dolce Vita
Lounge within Roma Ostiense was a conscious
decision, tied to the station’s strategic role and its
significant historical and architectural heritage.

‘We wanted a location that served as the natural
gateway to the experience: a welcoming,
scenographic space capable of evoking the elegance
of the journey from the very first moment, weaving
together experiential depth with a cultural
narrative,” adds Girotto. “With La Dolce Vita Orient
Express, we have introduced a new model to the
global tourism landscape, leading the emerging trend
of ‘rail cruises,” which are gaining momentum around
the world,” concludes Paolo Barletta, CEO of
Arsenale Group — a leader in luxury tourism — and
of Orient Express. “These trains therefore become a
symbol of an Italy that aims to promote its territories,
local entrepreneurship, and national railway
production, contributing to a more integrated
tourism system. It is a vital step in relaunching the
Made in Italy brand, particularly within the
industrial and tourism sectors.” ®

ELLE DECOR ITALIA
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[.a Dolce Vita Orient Express Train
Ofters A Luxurious Way lo
Fxperience The Palio In Siena

A train trip that pairs two Italian icons: the Palio, a medieval horse race in

Siena, and Italy’s newest luxury train, La Dolce Vita Orient Express

Harses and nders approach tha turn of "Casato” durng the race of the Siana's Palio in Siena, ltafy, Skana’s Palio s a madievad
e race and pageant, which pits the ancient districts of Sicna against each other in competition for the victary be ... More
GEITY IMAGES

I'here is probably no event that better epitomizes Italy’s glory and history than the Palio
di Siena. a colorful, adrenaline-fueled horse rmice held in the medieval heart of Siena. It's
about much more than a horse race: it's an emotional celebration of Sienese culture
Staged twice each summer in the Tuscan city, it surely qualifies as a signature

experience in a well-traveled life
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Tradiional alian cance of the flag-wavers Shandisratert domg stunts throwing their colarful flags in the 2,
CETTY

Held in the city’s historic center on the Piazza del Campo, a well-preserved medieval
square and a designated UNESCO World Heritage Site, the Palio is a bareback horse
race, There are 10 horses and riders, dressed in medieval costumes, representing 10 of
the 17 contrade, the city wards. IUs a colorful, thrilling, and often dangerous race, and a
tradition that dates back to at least the 13th century. Yet this is not the Kentucky Derby.
If a rider should fall from the horse during this madceap race, the rules state that the

horse can still win if it crosses the finish line first,

The Palio is held every July 2nd in honor of the Madonna di Provenzano and again on
August 16th to mark the Assumption. It is immensely popular, to the point of being

overcrowded, and finding a good viewing spot for the race is an enormous challenge.

That's why this new three-day journey aboard La Dolce Vita Orient Express, Italy's
newest luxury train, is very welcome, Siena & The Palio is a three-day ronnd-trip land
voyage from Rome to Siena to witness one of Italy’s most legendary spectacles from an

exclusive vantage point,
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The trip begins in Rome with a private transfer to the La Dolee Vita lounge at Rome
Ostiense Station, The train departs the Eternal City in the evening, with a three-
Michelin-starred dinner created by Chef Heinz Beck served in the Restaurant Car.
Courses are seasonally inspired and paired with regional wines. After dinner, it’s time to

adjourn to the Bar Car for a nightcap, with entertainment by a pianist.

Viewing the Palio from the Balcony of a Palazzo

The train arrives in Siena on the morning of the Palio, when breakfast is served, either
in the private cabins or in the Restaurant Car. A private transfer brings passengers to
Siena and to the Palazzo Chigi Zondadari, a noble residence averlooking the Piazza del
Campo. Aperitivos are served in the palace courtyard, and the viewing is from the
Palazzo's private balconies, which are about as exclusive a vantage point as anyone
might desire for the race. 1t's also a bird 's-eve view of the famous pageant that precedes

the race, with music, flag-wavers, and marchers in medieval costumes.

After the race, there's a celebratory Tuscan dinner in the courtyard of the Palazzo, with a
seasonal menu and regional wines. After dinner, guests are brought back to hoard La
Dolce Vita Orient Express, with an after-party in the Bar Car. The next morning,
breakfast is served in the cabins or in the Restaurant Car. During the late morning, the

train arrives back at Rome Ostiense Station.
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La Dolce Vita Orient Express is a partnership between the French hotel group Accor and
the Italian luxury hospitality group Arsenale S.P.A., with a railway partnership with

Trenitalia (Gruppo Ferrovie dello Stato) and the Fondazione FS Italiane.

The train’s design inspiration is La Dolce Vita, "“The Sweet Life,” the name of the Italian
décor, art, and architecture of the 1960s, made famous by Federico Fellini's film of the
same name, The 11-carriage train welcomes just 62 guests, in 12 deluxe wood-lined

cahins, 18 master suites, and one "La Dolce Vita" suite.

The dates for the Siena & 'The Palio trips are July 1-3, 2026, and August 15-17, 2026, For

details, visit La Dolee Vita Orient Express.

(I
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The 20 Best Places To Travel In
2020, Chosen By Experts

January 28, 2026

Looking for the world’s best places to travel in 2026? Here, travel experts share
their picks for the top destinations to visit right now.

Looking for the best places to travel in 20267 Every December, the global travel
industry gathers to discuss that very question (and more) at the International Luxury

Travel Marketplace (ILTM) in Cannes, France.

Against the backdrop of the French Riviera, the most recent edition of ILTM brought
together more than 0,000 delegates and 2,700 travel brands. Over several days, travel
leaders, destination experts, buvers, influencers and tastemakers from around the world

compared notes on the places and trends reshaping the global tourism landscape

To find out which destinations are hot for 2026, | tapped into a group of travel writers
and editors who attended ILTM and got them to share the spots they are most excited

about. I've also added a few of my own picks.

The selections span the globe, from nature-forward escapes and under-the-radar cities
to classic destinations being reimagined in new ways. It's a forward-looking preview of
the places travelers will be talking about this vear and in the years to come. Case in
point: If you go back to lists that I've published in previous years (including 2025, 2024,

2023 and 2022), you'll probably spot places that are on your travel radar.

Now, read on for the best places to travel in 2026. And if you want to see where some of
the world’s top travel advisors recommend going this vear, vou can check out their tips

o

for the 26 best trips to take in 2026

Two railway brands are shaping that revival, according to Saad. There's Oriént Express,
which has re-emerged as a modern luxury brand under Accor and LVMH. The other is

Venice Simplon-Orient-Express, the enduring icon operated by Belmond.

Under the joint vision of LVMH and Accor, Orient Express has re-emerged as the
perfect bridge between eras,” says Saad. “The new Italian train developed by Accor with
Arsenale has been running since 2025 in restored 1960s carriages redesigned by
Dimorestudio, evoking the golden dolce vita era with walnut panels, velvet and satin

brass

In 2026, the Orient Express, fully restored to its Art Deco splendor, is due to return to
its original Paris—Istanbul route. “It's a clear signal of how nostalgia-driven rail travel

has become one of the most relevant luxury movements discussed at ILTM,” says Saad

That same heritage-led philosophy extends beyond the rails to the Orient Express
hotels. In Rome, Saad points to Orient Express La Minerva, which opened in 2025 in a
17th-century palazzo beside the Pantheon. In Venice, Orient Express is opening Palnzzo

Dona Giovannelli in a restored 15th-century palazzo
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Our Favorite City Hotel Spas

W don't aften bk an urhas hotel for the sgu, but an excellent one can be s gane-changoe—a
snctusry foe 2 tymghatic drainage/suna/cold plunge to get over jet lag, 1 fackal to help your skin
recover fram airplane skt o hydrothesapy clecult that temes 0ff the stress of & conderence or the gris of
the stzeets. Yoe don't eves eed to be staying thece —aametimes the beat suove is booking 4 trestment.
and giving yourseld 3 half-day reeet, whether on 2 trip or in your hometown. (We can't wait to do a spa
day at the Chelsea Hotel bete i NYC, which got a tan of love from our cootributars, and no matter
whese we stay i Hang Kang, we'll be vistting Rosewond s Astys sps o our next 15 ) Sa we siftesd
through our Goess Books, dosens of well endy (and. an unsl, went dawn our
rabbir holo) to compile car fawomte urban hotel spaa The liac te far from comprehenanve, 10 we'd love
1 hear your [avorites in the commeatst

ITALY

OISRBEERRRA L Miverva (spm 10 opering February 2036) - I've bees hucky enough to fave a ineak
preview af the aps aliead of it opening, where Purtana Skin (my line) will be offeriig treatments, and
It imme:diately felt transpoctive. There's & real sense of ritual and ceremany woven theoughout the
experience. drawing on ascient purifcation traditions and Roman beritage. Tt's desply immereive and
sensorial in & way that feels intentoonal and lusurious. — Agatha Slote Lucs, Sunder & C20 Py Sk
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NOW OPEN: Paolino Capri at Orient
Express La Minerva

Rome, February 11th 2026 - From now until Sunday, April 26th, 2026, in the heart of the Eternal City, just
steps away from the Panthecn, Orient Express L Minerva, will host a special collaboration celebrating II1||1n
hospitulity through a new culinary journcy,

Paolino Capri x Orient Express La Minerva beings together two Italian dcons united by a common vision and
values: authentic hospitality, tralition, and expenence as @ memeory to be shared.

A worldwide and long-standing symbol of the Caprese spirit, Paolino Capei brings to Rome the timeless
atmosphere of its iconic lemon grove. At La Minerva Bar, located in the iconic Jobby of Orient Express Lu
Minerva, the signature yellow and green hues of the island and the restaurant take center stage transforming the
space. decorated for the occasion with evecative Jemon trees.

Founded in the 19705 by the De Martino fanly and sow led by the founders” prandchildren Lino, Michels and
Arianna, Paolino Capri continues 1 tell an authentic story rooted in tradition. Todey. it remains a place devoted
o conviviality, where cuisine and hospitality are genuine gesures expressed with natural elegance,

The result is u gastronomic experience that brings together the favors. colors and atmosphere of the world’s
most famous istand, Caprs, with those of the Eternal City, Rome

The arhistie ceramics featured in the amise en place wt La Minerva Bar aze the result of o shared vision belween
Lino di Paolino and renowned Capri-based artist and ceramist Seegio Rubino, evoking naure and the joyful
Mediterrancan aesthetic.

dishes from Paolino Capri's
redients

The menu celebrates Caprese und Campanian culinary tradition with iconi
cuisine. prepared in strict respect of eriginal recipes and the highest g;

Starters melude Paoling’s grilled mozzarella on kemon leal and the iconic Bomba Paoline with fresh tomato

il. First courses range from Cuprese ravioli with fresh cherry tomatoes or lemon, 10 the timeless
cheri “Cl L and Lemon e with Sictlian red prawe carpaccio. Main
classics such as Old- %lylu squid and potatoes, Lemon-marinated hall chicken, and bnlh:d
i olive oil.

courses feature gre:
famb ribs with Ay

Desserts pay tribute to Neapolitan tradition with Torta Capmsc Lemon dc'lghl wnh wnld strawberrics, and
Neapolitan Pasters with Chantilly ceeam., all d by Paolino's

Enhancing the culinary offering. La Mirerva Bar also presents a selection of signature cocktails created to
celebrate Paolino Capr x Orsent Express Lu Minerva, Five cocktails evoke the scents, aromas uxd colors of the
wshand, including Essenze di Capri, i ing the i le notes af | o with Altamura Vodka,
15 and cucumber coedinl and Nalian sparkling wine, and La Dalce Tsalfa, an ode o bisil with cedar essence,
queray Ten and Venturo Apentivo Mediterraneo.
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NOW OPEN: Paolino Capri at Orient Express La
Minerva

From now until Sunday, April 26th, 2026, in the heart of the Eternal City, just steps away
from the Pantheon, Orient Sxpreas Lo Minerva, will host a spedial collaboration celebrating
Italian hospitality through a new culinary journey,

Paolino Capri x Orient Express La Minerva brings together two Italian icons united by a
common vision and values: authentic hospitality, traditicn, and experience as a memaory
to be shared,

A worldwide and long-standing symbol of the Caprese spint, Paolino Capri brings to Rome
the timeless atmosphere of its iconic lemon grove. At Lo Yinarva Bar, located in the Iconic
Icbby of Orient Express La Minerva, the signature yellow and green hues of the island and
therestaurant take center stage, transforming the space, decerated for the occasion with
evocative lemon trees.

Founded In the 19705 by the De Martino family and now led by the founders’
grandchildren Ling, Michela and Arianna, Paolino Capri continues to tell an authentic story
rooted in tradition. Today, it remains a place devoted to conviviality, where culsine and
hospitality are genuine gestures expressed with natural elegance.

The result s a gastronomic experience that brings together the flavers, colors and
atmosphere of the world's most famous island, Capri,with those of the Eternal City, Rome.

The artistic ceramics featured in the mise en place at La Minerva Bar are the result of a
shared vision between Lino di Paolino and renowned Capni-based artist and ceramist
Sergio Rubino, evoking nature and the joyful Mediterranean aesthetic.
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The menu celebrates Caprese and Campanian culinary traditions with iconic dishes from
Paolino Capri’s culsine, prepared in strict respect for orlginal recipes and the highest-
quality ingredients,

Starters include Paolino’s grilled mozzarella on lemon leaf and the iconic Bomba Paolino
with fresh tomato sauce and basil. First courses range from Caprese ravioli with fresh
cherry tomatoes or lemon to the timeless Pzolino Mezzi Paccheri

"Chiummenzana”, and Lemon fettuccine with Sicilian red prawn carpaccio. Main courses
feature great classics such as Old-style squid and potatoes, Lemon-marinated haif
chicken, and Grilledlamb ribs with Anacapri olive oil.
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La Dolce Vita Orient-Express Offers a Train to Siena’s Famed
Palio

T ATHE
"

W
.

In Siena, e gach year—on July 2 in hanor of the Madonns & Provenzano end on Aug. 16 Tor the Assumplion — Piazzs del
Campo becomes the egicanter of a centuries-ol rte: the Pabo, AL the heart of the historc center, a UNESCOC World Hesilage
Site, the medieve’ squere hosts @ bereback horse race whose presert form extends Uraditions ¢ating back to the thirteenth
century

La Dolce Vita Ovient Express will now offer a threa-day joumey from Rome to expanance this singular avent, deeply rocted in
Ttalian culture, The jcumey begins at Rome Ostiense station In the La Delce Vita Lounge. At cusk, the train departs Rome. On
board, a ginner Dy three-Michelin-stared chet Henz Bedk accompanias the passage through the Tuscan hils, The evaning
corkinues In the Bar Car, where plane musc and Itallan dassics set the tora,

The folowing day, a private transter takes guas's to Siena, At Palazzo Chigl Zondadar!, ovarooking Plagza del Campo, an
aparkivo precedas acoess to private Dalconies. From this axdusive vartage poine, the full cramaturgy of the Fallo plays out
baiaw, Aftar 3 Tuscan dinnar sarved In the quiet elagance of the palace, cuests retum to the tran, The aight exterds in the Har
Car, befween conversation and musk.

The folowing marning, La Oclce Vita Griere Express arrives back in Rome. The journey cancludes, marked by 3 rite that
belangs as much ta the present as to history. Ths joumney forms part of La Dalce Via Ovient Bxpress™s summes itinerary and
will cperate on the follewing dates: Tuly 1 ta July 3 (Palia on Ty 2) and Aug. 15-17 {Palio en Awg. 16). For more informatian ar
reservations, visit www, onent-express comfia-dolce-vita/Rinerary/dena-the-pato, For more informatian, viset waw.arient-
BXPress. cum.
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Our Rome Hotels List

T'm certainly oot alone in soy love lor Rome. 1 fowt came when 1 was 36, a3 sy friend's o on her lamtly
trip. 1 don'y resmember the botel we stayed o bt it swas deftedy fancy and neas the Spanish Stepe.
The next time | came, | was shost 1§ sad visiting 2 friend who lived on the 13th Seor of an spurtment
Bulldieg that had o chevator. Perhagn that scared me off, because my sext semnies started wee 10
years ater, When Clira was a baby, we soseborw got 3 deal at the Hassler, then over the years we have
stayed at the Locarna, | K. Place Roms, G-Rough. the Vilon. the de'Ricci, and mare recently, the
Bulgast. (Decause § was wnually writiong dbeset these botels. 1 was staying in places that were either
new, or there was something new 10wy sbost them ) And then we fell 0 in love with the city that we
ended up tenting an spurtment for years age. Being here so abten, 1've had s frontsow seat (lierally,
i Uhe case of my woom 10 open Cass ] K. Place Ramss seightior) 1o all of the exciting botel openings in
the Lt few years—emall, desigrcentise bowtique botels to palstial apbargy ones. and the hise just heep
covning, I'm 410 v pleaserd o inchuude e ceal grma s theis Ut many of hem discoveries from my
marning walks —the sbdachoal places hat Som't have marbeting departenents!

We organisedd this & lstle Sdferently than we & cut hoeel Kats for Loaddon, New York, or Pusks
Typically, we atrange thetn by nrighborhod. but since Reome s so small and most people want 1o stay
10 the center, we deckled to organize this by seyle/vibeipeice. We've o flagged properties that ft into.
out “Cintta Mena™ Eategoty —in this case, less than 390 cures per night —with s CM, and fassily:
oriented propesties with an F. And for those of yws who want to bve mote kke lacals (and 0o, we
seen't including Airbab is beee ) snd actisally have some space to cook wp seee of the bounty you see I
the market, e have that covered, 100, Hope this grves you plenty of inepiration for yoor neat trip,
whether yvu picture yoursedf i & ebic Gttle Remen paed & serre or 10 grand spartments that anee
belonged to the Borghese fumily. ~Yolonda

_ is the &rst hotel from Orient Express, which opened last spring in a [Teh-century polace
near the Pantheon. The interiors are really beautiful and warm, with lots of terracotta, ochre and
amber incoeporated throughout. Their rooftop bar and restaurant Gigi have the city’s best views of the
Pantheon.
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Taormina Market Pulse 2026 - From
the Grand Tour Heritage to a Global
Luxury Destination

Introduction

Oftenreferred to as the *Pearl of the lonian, " Tacimina has long occupled a distinctive place In
the imagination of international travelters. Since the nineteenth century, whenitbecame an
essential stop on the Grand Tour, the town has attracted writers, artists, and European
aristocracy in search of beauty, Inspiration, and refined leisure. Figures such as Oscar Wilde, D.
H. Lawrence. and later Elizabeth Taylor and Greta Garbo. found in Taormina a discreet retreat
overlooking the lonian Sea, suspended between Mount Etna and the Mediterranean.

This tradition of elite patronage has continued aver time, transforming Taormina into one of
Southem Europe’s masticonic resort destinations. Parched on a natural terrace betwaean
volcano and sea, the town offers a rare combination of dramatic landscapes and classical
heritage, which has long appealed tointernational high society, filmmakers and creative
communities,

Inrecent decades, this historical legacy has evolved into a contemporary luxury proposition,
supported by anincreasingly sophisticated hospitality, dining, and wellness offering.
Landmark properties such as the former monasteries and grand hotels along Corso Umberto
and Via Teatro Greco have been reinterpreted to meet moderm luxury standards, while
presemving their architectural and cultural identity,

More recently, Taormina has strengthened its glebal visibllity through high-profile cultural
avents, Including the Tacrmina Film Festival, and extensive international media exposure, most
notably following the release of the second season of The White Lotus, filmed at the San
Domenico Palace. Together, these elements have reinforced the town's status as a glamorous
Mediterraneanretreat, capable of attracting a high-spending international clientele in search
of both authenticity and exclusivity.

This broader shift towards curated experience-led consumotion is also reflectod in the
growing relevance of high-2nd trave! products. In2025 Arsenale Group launched the SRS
ERBIEES La Dolce Vita, Inciuding 3 fagship tinarary branded as “the Grand Tour” . connecting
Rome, Venice, Matera, Taormina, and Palermo, inking the destination s historic Grand Towr
heritage with 4s current luxury positionng through a contempaorary lens
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Golden Ticket: Luxury Golf And Travel Aboard La
Dolce Vita Orient Express In Italy

Luxury goi and travol in italy on board La Do

ita Orignt Express. | Crodit La Dolce Vita Orlent
Expross

I love golf, most of the time. | couldn't have done this job for as long as | have
without an enduring passion for the game, though Lord knows it can be

frustrating.

lalso (whisper it softly) have more than a passing interest in trains. Not in a geeky,
standing on the platform in an anorak kind of way, but as more of a curious

observer,

Disused railways fascinate me and |'ve walked many a mile on them; on holiday I'l
always try to engineer a stop-off at any nearby heritage steam railway. and | still
have boxes of model railway stuff in the loft, acquired over the years from
charity and junk shops for a project that somehow never quite happened

(maybe in retirement).

So, when word of a golf press trip in Italy on La Dolce Vita Orient Express hit my

inbox, my eyes lit up. Having only just made my maiden golfing river cruise in

ux, | knew that it wasn't really ‘my turn’

But when other writers had to decline for various reasons, the opportunity was
all mine. Well, mine and my wife's as she wasn't about to pass it up once the PR

had indicated that ‘plus ones’ were a possibility.
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Inside Rome’s Newest Luxury Spa
At The World’s First Orient Express

Hotel

Steps from the Pantheon, the stunning new spa at Orient Express La Minerva

channels Ottoman-inspired hammam rituals and features beauty treatments by

Furtuna Skin.

SO0
N B
=SSO

Facing the Pantheon, a 17th-century Roman palazzo is now home to the Orvient Express

La Minerva. Marking the legendary rail brand’s first hotel and one of the year’s most
anticipated luxury openings, the property channels the glamour of exotic train travel

into a refined Roman setting,

It's 93 rooms, including four lavish signature suites: Stendhal, Lz Minerva, Obelisco.

and Orient Express are individually designed with Rosso Verona marble bathrooms,

hand-painted ceilings, and oviginal floors. Many of the raoms, along with the

spectacular rooftop, offer iconte views of the Pantheon and the Eternal City,

Artist and architect Hugo Toro has worked his magic throughout the hotel and now
unveils his cravming achievement: the Spa. Coneeived as a tranquil retreat fram another
era. 1t invites guests on a journey of baths and treatments inspired by the romance of

historic rail travel,

[l
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The spa's design is ingpired by ancient Roman bathing ritualy, but as soon as 1 walked
through the impressive entryway, 1 felt transported to Istanbul, The guest experience

starts in the tepidarimm, & warm room that helps the body adjust, Next comes the

enldarium, where steam and heated pools relax vour muscles and help you breathe more
deeply. The experience ends in the frigidarium, where a quick cold plunge leaves you

feeling refreshed and energized without being overwhelming,.

Al the spa, guests move from shared lounges to private treatment rooms, where hand-
blown Murano glass lights cast a cundle-like glow over brown travertine, veined masble,
Roman-style plaster, and stained ook. Hugo Toro uses stone, cak, and polished marble

to create a calm, welcoming atmosphere that feels elegant, not showy
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At the center is a marble hammam, inspired by the famous Orient Express route
Curved walls are surrounded by small fountains like those in the hotel's guest rooms.
Screened panels soften the light, adding layers of shadow and texture. The hammam
ritual has a long history, shaped by Ottoman and Roman traditions, and honors the

Orient Express route that once linked Paris and Constantinople,

Two of the longer treatments, Dea Minerva and Stop Constantinople, draw inspiration
from these traditions, They begin with rose-scented foot baths, followed by steam,
exfoliation with a kessa glove, ghassoul clay wraps, and foaming massages. Each session
ends with face and hair treatments. Another option, the Raxul ritual, uses heat and
mineral-rich mud to refresh your skin and awaken your senses, These treatments

highlight water, warmth, and touch, simple elements that have stood the test of time.

Trantmont room at Oron Exprest Lo Mnern Spe
ORIENT CXMRLSS

The spa partners with Furtuna Skin, the Sicilian botanical skincare house known for
harvesting wild-foraged ingredients from its certified organic estate. Founder Agatha
Relota Luczo combines ancestral remedies with clinical research, mirroring the spa’s

blend of ritual and refinement.

Some treatments were created just for this spa, including a facial with manual massage,
obsidian Gua Sha teols, and concentrated plant-based ingredients, The focus is not on
quick fixes, but on improving circulation, detoxification, and achieving a healthy glow

by allowing the body time to reset,

In a city defined by tavers of history, The Spa at Orient Express La Minerva does more
than offer treatments; it revives bathing as a ceremony. Here, wellness is not rushed

and unfolds with the elegance of a grand departure.
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- The Best Spring Break Destinations
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I'or I'amilies Ready To Unwind

February 27, 2026

spring hreak vacation is the perfect antidote to a long winter, giving families

with school-age kids a quick reprieve from busy schedules before the

academic year wraps. The March or April timing means you're traveling off-
peak for certain destinations, so you may also be treated to fewer crowds—at least
compared to summer-season swells. To curate our guide to the best spring break
destinations for families, | consulted travel experts and drew on our editors’ extensive

firsthand experience

McLean Robbins, founder of travel advisory firm Lily Pond Luxury, advises families to
consider their children's tolerance for time changes and unexpected delays, as well as
their overall appetite for travel before zeroing in on a specific destination, especially if
making last-minute plans, “It's about what can your children handle based on their age
and how comfortable vou are as a traveler to navigate the complexities that increasingly
can happen,” she says, If your voungest children are under age five, she often
recommends an easy sun and beach experience. Families with older kids can
contemplate Europe even last-minute, she says, because there may be more bookings
available than at a popular all-inclusive family resort, Those with teens, well, “the world
is your oyster 1o travel,” she says, Below, find our top picks for where to go on spring

break with your family, along with standout properties to book.

Where To Stay In The Best Spring Break
Destinations Ior I'amilies
e  Washington, D.C.: Riggs Washington DC, Salamander Hotel, The Darey

¢ The Florida Keys: Isla Bella Beach Resort, Hawks Cay Resort, Tranquility Bay

leachiront Resort
. Montana: The Ranch at Rock Creek, Paws Up, Montage Big Sky
e  Hawaii: Mauna Lani, Auberge Collection, Four Seasons Hualalai, Mauna Kea

¢  Costa Rica: Four Seasons Resort Peninsula Papagavo, Ritz-Carlton Reserve,

Nekajui, Hacienda AltaGracta, Auberge Resorts Collection
®  Mexico: Hyatt Ziva Los Cabos, One&Only Palmilla, Grand Velas Los Cabos

. l’.l\glnnd: Brown's Hotel, A Rocco Forte Hotel, One Aldwych, Four Seasons

Humpshire, Beaverbrook

¢ Italy: Collegto alla Querce, Auberge Resorts Collection, Hotel Savoy, A Rocco

Forte Hotel, Vilia Agrippina, A Grand Melia Hotel, Orient Express La Minerva
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Italy: Florence And Rome

Who Will Love It: Foodies and cultural enthusiasts

All-Star Attractions: The Colosseum, Votican, Gladiator school,
geloto, Leonarde De Vincl Museum, The Boboli Gardens, The
Florence Cathedral

What Not To Miss: A family cooking closs

Whaere To Stay: Collegio allo Querce, Auberge Resorts Collection,
Hotel Scvoy, A Rocco Forte Hotel, Villa Agrippina, A Grand Melia

Hotel, DERLEXPEc:: Lo Minerva

For the culturally inclined family looking for a departure from the typical beach spring

break trip, Italy offers historic sights around every bend, stunning architecture, world-
class museums, all the gelato you can eat, and of course the very best pizza and pasta,
Although a trip to Italy is always worth considering, the country is having a bit of a
moment after starring in the Winter Olympics, as well as the fifth season of Emily in
Paris. Robbins recommends Rome and Florence as ideal destinations for spring
sightseeing "before peak crowds and heat” of an Italian summer. Venice might be an
option to add on if you have a longer break available, too. Little ones can enjoy getting
their wiggles out in the many vibrant public squares, or piazzas, in both cities, while
older kids will gape over seeing the Colosseum IRL. A family pasta-making class is sure
to be a hit with all ages,

Onent Express La Minerva (Rome): This stunning luxury hotel carved out of what was
once a 17th century palace is just minutes from the Pantheon, offering an exquisite
Roman retreat from busy days. It’s elegant and vibrant with exceptional service, a
variety of suites and rooms, a rooftop restaurant, just-opened spa and an easy breakfast
option to enjoy on your way oul to see the sights.
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Window shopping #47

Screen-10-stay bookings, a designer coilab at ses, and a Rome hotel worth every
superiative
This is , a weekly mini-lerter from Window Sear— vour seylish scroil

through what's new and noteworthy in the world of travel. Each issue blends timely

headlines, personal favorises, and design-forward hotels 1o keep your wanderlust well-fed.

Hotel on my radar

Orient Express La Minerva Hotel — Rome, fraly

The very first hotel ever launched under the legendary Orient Express brand
opened just last year and to say it’s a stunner mighe be the understatement of the
century. Tucked steps from the Panchean in Rome's Piazza della Minerva, the
property is a 17th-century palazzo given new life by designer Hugo Toro that
fearures 93 keys, a bar under a dramatic glass skylight, and a rooftop restaurant
with jaw-dropping 360” views of the city, Stendhal, Melville, and George Sand

once called it home—new guests are in equally good hands.
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IGHT HAD DESCENDED across

the Italian countryside as La

Dolee Vite Orient Expras, the

French travel company's new

12-carriage, 31-cabin luxury

train, sped south toward Naplex
The rail liner was heading to Fasano, a small cown in Puglia,
where the next morning many of its passengers would
disembark to play San Domenico Golf Course, a links-like
routing tucked beeween the slopes of the Itria Valley and the
Adriatic Sca.

For now, however, the train's golf travelers had adjourned
to the 36-seat dining car for a six-course meal that teased the
forthcoming coastal destination with dishes like cuttefish
salad and a medley of shellfish and legumes in 2 spaced
consommé The dinner, curated by the three-Michelin-
starred chef Heinz Beck, also reflected the journcy’s Roman
embarkation with a pasta course of cacio ¢ pepe with herb
foam. Later, pistachio-crusted veal gave carnivores something
to sink their tecth into.

06 XINGDOM | ISSUE &6

Passengers were just starting on their coffee and
dessert—in this case, mandarin ice cream accented by an
assemblage of ricotta in various forms—when 2 singer and a
clarinezist entered the dining car to perform a rendition of
“Dic Moritat von Mackie Messer” (known more familiarly
as “Mack the Knife™). The tune was a teaser for their post-
dinner performance in the train'’s bar car, where, joined by
the resident pianist, they played meless Italian picces and
American classics made famous by the likes of Ray Charles,
Etta James, Aretha Franklin, and Duke Ellingron.

The evening, which was the first of three nights
aboard La Dolce Vita, certainly got guests into the
swing—or the Italian Swing, as Orient Express calls chis
new golf itinerary. The trip began more than 14 hours
carliez, with dinner and an overnight stay at Orient
Express’s La Minerva, a 93-key luxury hotel situated
within a restored s7th-century palace near the Pantheon.

Before boarding La Dolce Vitas, the golfers played a

morning round at Rome's famous Marco Simone Golf
& Country Club.




San Domenico ‘ ‘ “The train is not our product” Marco Girotto, La

Golf Course Dolce Vita's general manager, told me during chat firse night

:;:::L:‘:’::::‘ Onc Of the traveling the rails. “The train is 2 tool for our real product—
. our journeys, our adventures.”

:_;l::r;:r:: g';f,_. grcat thlngs Those ::!vcnmrts. he explained, are inspired by the

Vita Lounge at that golf and Ornient ‘F.tpmss's rich history, 2 past that can be traced

Roma Ostiense to the first luxury round-trip train journey from Paris

Blaficn fefy. the train do _ te Constantinople, in October 1885, The train's interior

aesthetic—the handiwork of Dimeoressudio founders
thCy connect Emiliano Salei and Britt Moran—was inspired by 2 golden
co lc » era of design in Italy. “It was the best age for Iealian creativity
p p * and craftsmanship,” Girotto said of the 19605 and 'yos.
“Everything had form and function.”

~MARCO GIROTTO

General Manager,
Lo Didee Vita Ovient Fxpoess

The form of Orient Express’s new golf itineraries is to
bring travelers to some of Italy's esteemed courses throughout
the country—San Domenico in Puglia; Tuscany’s Argentano
Golf Club and the Club at Castiglion del Bosco; Royal
Park I Roveri in Piedmont; and Franciacorta Golf Club in

Lombardy. {The last two courses together with Castaglion
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del Bosco and Marco Simone make up Orient Express’s
second golf itinerary, Northern Greens, which also originates
in Rome but whisks passengers to Italy’s northern realms.)

The funcrion of these trips is to immerse travelers in
the country’s culture; and while the train is in motion,
much of that occurs in the bar car. Listening to the nightdly
performances—which also included a lively Iralian folk
songs show on the journey’s final night in Pisa—guests
experienced the vitality and zest for life that defines the
Italian spirit. Every night in the bar car felt like an Iralian
wedding celebration.

Cultural immersions also come by way of memorable
sips—perhaps of a Tuscan single malt or a Sicilian
pot-distilled gin. The train’s collection of Italian amaro
(from sufficiently bitter and well-layered Venetian examples
to brighr, fruity offcrings from Sicily) offers the greatest

R ——
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Beyond the Rails

Whatever the mode of transportation—
yacht, private jet, helicopter—there's an
over-the-top trip for golfers to discover.

TCS World Travel

Go big or go home. That may as weil be the motto
of TCS Warld Travel's 20-day Golf Around the
World itinerary, which includes 11 tee times spread
out across seven destinations, from an Olympic
venue in Japan and a Nepalese course set in the
foothills of the Himalayas to an Arnold Palmer
design in Kazakhstan and a pair of Robert Trent
Jones Jr. creations in Denmark. Along the way, you'll
stay at five-star hotels and resorts, and you'll fly
everywhere aboard a private Airbus A321

Kalos Golf

Six countries, 10 courses, UNESCO World Heritage
Sites, and pampered stays at top luxury resorts and
hotels—that's what goifers have to look forward to
on Kalos Golf's 20-day expedition of the Caribbean
and South America by private jet.

Bravo Whisky Golf

Play golf on five iconic Scottish courses, including
Machrie Golf Links; visit Islay distilleries; stay in a
13th-century castie on the edge of the Hebrides; go
fiy-fishing on a remote loch; and dine at a Michelin-
starred restaurant in the Southern Highlands—all in
one week. Bravo Whisky Golf comfortably packages
these experiences and more into its seven-day
Grand Golfing Tour of Scetland, thanks to helicopter
transfers that save almost 30 hours of travel time

Machrie Golf Links




discovery potential, cven for those who are well versed in
the category. Then there are the bar's signature cockerails: five
libations that boast different spirit bases and include unique
Italian ingredients, from Sicilian orange marmalade and
porcini mushrooms to aged balsamic vinegar and extra-virgin
olive oil.

Best of all, bar manager Giuseppe Carillo and his
team are dedicared to the wishes and whims of the train’s
passengers. So, while the formal enterrainment wraps up
ar around midnight, the revelry in the bar car endures for
as long as guests desire. Such commitment to late-night
merriment often comes with a price tag, however, as wake-up
calls for morning rounds are likely to come sooner than
many of the train’s carousers would like.

Mr.Tripper

Although Girorto insists that the journcys aren’t meant

to hark back to a specific era, it's impossible not to feel

A deluxe cabin aboard La Dolce Vita (above). transported to a time when plush sleeper cabins, lively bar
The train’s bar car (below). Marco Simone

cars, and clegantly appointed dining cars represented the
Golf & Country Club (far left). ganty app "8 P

most luxurious means of continental travel. It's a romantic
way to tour the country, one that allows time to slow cven as
the world rushes by.
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A romantic way to tour, one
that allows time to slow
even as the world rushes by.

10 KINGDOM | ISSUE 66

Swan Hellenic

For more than 70 years, Swan Hellenic has
specialized in expeditions to destinations of
cultural and historical interest. In September,
the boutique British cruise line is adding a
golf-focused package to its Atlantic Horizons
itinerary, which sails from Portugal to the
Canary Islands. Over those 10 days, golfers will
have the opportunity to play five courses, three
of which are based in Maorocco, while traveling
aboard a nine-deck ship that accommadates
fewer than 200 guests.

Amadeus River Cruises

Oceanic cruises aren't for everyone, so for
those who prefer a smaller vessel and a more
scenic route, Amadeus River Cruises offers

an eight-day Rhine River journey that embarks
from Basel and culminates in Amsterdam. While
staying aboard a four-deck ship with fewer
than 80 cabins and suites, golf travelers have
the opportunity to play five courses across
France and Germany, including some that have
previously hosted the DP World Tour and other
professional events.

Fraser Yachts

For the ultimate boat-based golf trip, charter
a yacht. The 154-foot Acqua Chiara, available
through Fraser Yachts, offers a Sail & Swing
experience in which as many as 10 guests

are whisked around the Mediterranean, from
Sardinia to Saint-Tropez. Golfing guests can
play three high-caliber courses and engage in
several other pursuits along the way. —S.T.

Acqua Chiara




Mr.Tripper.

Mr.Tripper

A deluxe cabin aboard La Dolce Vita (top);
the train's dining car (above).

“Every time I'm on the train, it feels like I'm entering
a parallel dimension,” Valentina Silvestri, a manager of
events and special projects for Orient Express, told me over
dinner on the journcy’s maiden evening. “You sce the world
passing by, but you are in this microenvironment with your
fellow passengers. It's like there's an underlying bond that is
growing. You're sharing something special with these people
that you've never met before.”

Added Girorto, “Onc of the great things that golf and
the train do—they connect people.”

If there's a shortcoming to Orient Express's new golf
itineraries, it’s their duration. The train itself never boles
down the tracks at breakneck speed, but the journey's three
nights scem to fly. “When you step off the train at the end of
the journcy,” Silvestri observed, “it’s like you're stepping from
a dream back into reality.”

Reality came quickly when the train returned to Roma
Ostiense station on the fourth evening—even though
passengers were escorted to Orient Express’s exclusive lounge
for a final aperitivo. Three nights aboard La Dolce Vita with
golf clubs in tow is just that—the sweet life—though the
journcy is short and sweet, too. I had stepped off the train
only moments before, and I was already daydreaming of
a return to the rails. That's the way it goes, I learned, after
getting a taste of La Dolce Vita. ®
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Saudi Arabia Joins Spain, Central Asia, and Canada in Unveiling
Groundbreaking Luxury Trains in 2026: Dream of the Desert, Al Andalus,
Golden Eagle, and Rocky Mountaineer Set to Redefine Travel!

In an exciting move for the future of luxury rail ) | , Saudi
Arabia joins Spain, Central Asia, and Canada in unveiling a series of
groundbreaking luxury trains in 2026.
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Saudi Arabia’s Dream of the Desert: Luxury Train Travel
Connecting Riyadh, AlUla, and Qurayyat Redefines
Tourism in the Kingdom
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Saudi Arabia’s luxury train to introduce a new way of
exploring the kingdom

Saudi Arabia is taking a bold step toward reshaping its tourism identity with
the launch of Dream of the Desert, an ultra-luxury train experience created
for discerning travelers. This ambitious initiative introduces a new way to
explore the Kingdom—blending heritage, comfort, and dramatic desert
scenery. Designed as a cornerstone of Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030, the project
reflects the nation’s commitment to expanding tourism while celebrating its
cultural legacy through world-class experiences.

Operating along the Kingdom’s growing rail network, Dream of the Desert will
connect major destinations including Riyadh, AlUla, and Qurayyat, offering an
immersive journey through Saudi Arabia’s northern regions. With just 40
luxury cabins and a maximum of 80 to 90 guests per journey, the train
emphasizes exclusivity and personalization over mass tourism. This carefully
curated capacity aligns with Saudi Arabia’s strategy to develop & high-value,
premium tourism market,

An elevated rail experience: Luxury on the move

Dream of the Desert reimagines rail travel as a moving five-star retreat.
Inspired by traditional Saudi architectural elements and refined with
contemporary design, the train’s interiors combine handcrafted detalls,
bespake furnishings, and warm, elegant finishes. Expansive panoramic
windows frame sweeping desert landscapes, allowing travelers to fully absorb
the beauty of Saudi Arabia’s natural environment as they travel between
iconic destinations.

Onboard services rival those of the world’s finest luxury hotels. Guests can
expect gourmet dining inspired by Saudi cuisine, Immersive cultural
programming, and guided excursions at key stops. A highlight of the journey
is AlUla, one of the Kingdom'’s most important and rapidly developing tourism
destinations, renowned for its ancient heritage sites and striking rock
formations. Through design and service, the train positions Saudi Arabia as a
refined, experience-driven destination.

Where luxury meets sustainability

Beyond its opulence, Dream of the Desert represents a more environmentally
responsible approach to luxury travel. Rail transport produces a lower carbon
footprint per passenger than air travel, making it an appealing option for eco-
conscious travelers. As Saudi Arabia works to Integrate sustainability into its
tourism growth, this luxury rail service offers a balance between
environmental awareness and premium comfort.

The project also aligns with the global rise of slow tourism, which prioritizes
meaningful, scenic, and culturally immersive journeys. By encouraging
travelers to experience the landscape at a relaxed pace, Dream of the Desert
taps into a growing demand for sustainable travel without compromising
exclusivity.

A Vision 2030 milestone: Transforming Saudi tourism

The introduction of Dream of the Desert is more than a transportation
upgrade—it is a powerful symbol of Saudi Arabia’s evolving tourism vision.
Under Vision 2030, the Kingdom aims to diversify Its economy and
significantly reduce its rellance on oil, with tourism playing a central role in
that transformation.

Saudi Arabia’s luxury train in desert to redefine
tourism

Saudi Arabia has set an ambitious target of attracting 150 million visitors
annually by 2030, increasing tourism’s contribution te GDP from 3% to 10%.
While the luxury train will serve a limited number of travelers, its influence
extends far beyond passenger numbers. It strengthens Saudi Arabia’s global
image as a sophisticated, high-end destination and serves as a flagship
experience for affluent travelers seeking exclusivity and authenticity,

Balancing luxury and long-term sustainability

Despite its promise, Dream of the Desert has sparked discussion about the
sustainability of ultra-luxury tourism in a desert environment. While the
project leverages existing rail infrastructure—reducing development costs and
maximizing efficiency—questions remain about long-term viability, operating
expenses, and repeat demand in extreme climate conditions.

Environmental concerns have also been raised regarding resource usage,
particularly water consumption, in a region where sustainability is critical.
These discussions underscore the importance of balancing luxury
development with responsible environmental stewardship to ensure long-
term benefits for both the local economy and ecosystems.

Looking ahead: A strategic asset for the kingdom

Dream of the Desert stands as a strategic tourism asset that reflects Saudi
Arabia’s broader ambitions on the global stage. By combining luxury
hospitality, cultural storytelling, and sustainability-focused trave!, the
Kingdom's first luxury train aligns seamlessly with global tourism trends while
offering an experience unique to Saudi Arabia.



Going Places: 26 Extraordinary Experiences to Try in 2026

(3) CREDIT: ETIHAD RAIL

8. Travel by rail

Etihad Rail is set to enter its passenger era in 2026. The 900km network connecting all seven
emirates will begin carrying passengers from the Saudi border to Fujairah, initially linking 11 cities
across the country, operated by Keolis International (which also runs Dubai Metro).

Saudi Arabia's first ultra-luxury train, Dream of the Desert, will also taunch in 2026. Desighed by
Arsenale Group - the force hehind the Orient Express revival - the train will operate five curated
routes across the Kingdom, complete with fine dining.
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On The Move In 2026

OF ROADS AND RAILWAYS

According to Hilton's 2026 Trends Report, more of us will be taking to the highways in 2026 - it's no surprise that the hashtag

#RoadTrip has racked up more than 5g million tags globally!

And explore co.uk says more Lravellers are choosing epic rail journeys over short-haul flights - mak

the journey part of the

holiclay — in fact, the company has seena

% increase in rail bookings aver the last year.

While Hilton's report finds some travellers are taking to the roads to save cash, others are seeking oul the more luxe option with

specialist companies turning the read trip into a curated journey built around Michelin-starred dining and one-off e

eriences,

In rail loo there are dual purpose journeys, The appelite for stow, scenic travel is on the rise bul rail with its student and multi-

Journey perks can also prove a cost-effective option. While luxury rail travel too is experiencing an upsurge with the likes of Saud

se

Arabia's soon to be launched ultraluxe train, Dream of the De

rt, due to offer various routes reminiscent of the golden age of rail

travel
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Slow travel: Saudi Arabia unveils
‘Dream ot the Desert’ sleepeor train
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The E)réém 6f the Desert Sleeper Train: A Lﬁxury Tour
Through Saudi Arabia’s Breathtaking Scenery
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26 Reasons Our Editors Are Excited to Travel in 2026

From faces to watch and books to read, to must-see destinations and events, here are 26 thi we'ree about in 2026.

G
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Dream of the Desert will bring ultra luxury train travel to Saudi Arabia. Steplan Julliard

Well trained

The United Arab Emirates's first passenger train services are on track to launch in 2026.
Once complete, the Ltihad Rail network will run over 900 kilometers, connecting 11 cities
across all seven emirates, traversing desert and mountains, and connecting coasts. Then, in
late 2026, the new Dream of the Desert will bring ultra luxury train travel to Saudi Arabia, with
33 suites, and majlis and dining cars in 14 redesigned vintage Italian carriages. Interiors by
Lebanese architect and interior designer Aline Asmar d'Amiman lake inspiration from
Saudi's eraft heritage, traditional motifs and the beauty of the kingdom's deserts. One- and
two-night journeys will begin in Rivacdh and travel to destinations such as Al Joufand
Jubbah. —Nicola Chilton
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Luxury train travel is having its moment. We're here to give you six of the best

luxury train sleepers and yachts for a trip that oozes 1930s glamour.

Flying is not what it used 10 be. Sumewhere along the way, the romance of the journey
began to fade away; in place of experience, modern air travel began to promise efficiency
above all else. Pair that with a growing consciousness of our environmental footprint, and
a shift feels inevitable. Switching from a domestic flight to rail can cut carbon emissions by
as much as 86 per cent, according to analysis by Our World in Data on travel’s carbon
‘ootprint, and since the term was coined in 2018, "flight shame" has slowly evolved from

niche Scandinavian slogan to widespread cultural sentiment,

Slow is the operative word. It is slower travel, by rail and increasingly by sea, that is rising
in its place, Specialist operators such as Railbookers, who curate independent rail holidays
across Europe and North America. report a noticeable surge in travellers choosing
panoramic windows over departure gates, trading the so-called efficiency of a middle seat
for a journcy that fecls like part of the holiday. And while ships are hardly without

environmental scrutiny, their impact on oceans and emissions is the subject of growing

debate, 2 new generation of smaller-scale, design-led vessels 1s positioning the voyage itself

as something more considered and intentional,

It harkens to a time gone by In the 1930s, the world marvelled at the Blue Train and the
Orient Express, at ocean liners where a crossing could unfold as both social theatre and
cinematic spectacle. Nostalgia for that “golden age” has never completely vanished; what's
new in 2026 is the reasoning behind its revival. A recent trend report by design studio JPA
Design calls it “The Golden Age Reimagined”, a return to rail, sea and slow travel driven
not only by retro glamour, but by a desire fur immersion, narrative and more mindful
movement. This shift is already visible in how travel is being captured online. On social
media, the appetite for slower, more intentional journeys has become unmistakable:
content tagged #slowtravel on TikTok grew nearly 330 per cent in 2025, while

#wellnesstravel surged 150 per cent,

The message 1s clear: a second golden of travel 1s taking shape, and the industry is

designing for it. Hotel groups, rail operators and luxury hospitality brands zre expanding
beyond static destinations, investing in long-form journeys shaped around narrative,
craftsmanship and immersion. From Saudi Arabia’s Dream of the Desert to Italy's
cinemaric La Dolee Vita, from the Britannic Explorer to a new wave of hotel-branded

yachts, the following projects are redefining the art of the journey.

ns, crsp white s

6 Luxury Train-Sleepers and Yachts To Book in 2026

wetsand ¢

Dream of the Desert

Saudi Arabia’s Dream of the Desert is more than the region's fisst luxury sleeper train.
Running from Riyadh through 1,300 kilometres of shifting terrain, the 14-carriage
experience carries just 66 guests ata time, making it intimate in scale as well as in design
The project, developed by Italy's Arsenale Group in partnership with Saudi Arabia
Railways and designed by Aline Asmar d'Amman, layers Saudi craft traditons onto
refurbished Italian carriages. Carved wood panels, woven textiles and brass detailing nod
to regional heritage without slipping into pastiche, while a palette drawn from sand, sage

and burnt terracotta feels instinctively grounded.

Light filters through geometric screens; lounges echo the convivial thythm of a majlis. It's

plush but composed, perhaps even a touch less ostentatious than expected, which somehow

makes it all the more powerful. The interiors are luxurious, but more so is the quality of
time: the unhurried hours spent watching desert light shift from amber to indigo. It arrives

at a moment when the Kingdom is shifting toward experiential tourism.
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Aline Asmar d’Amman on designing
meaningful journeys

anusly 20,2026 & Hits Ghintous

Aline Asmar d’Amman is renowned for crafting spaces
where heritage, culture and contemporary design
meet with purpose. From palaces to trains, her work
explores luxury rooted in emotion, context and
timeless cultural relevance worldwide.

You have worked on iconic projects worldwide. How do you
balance heritage and modernity when redesigning
historically rich spaces?

My work is rooted in transmitting heritage through dialogue between past and future, therefore
guided by stories of cultural connection. For me, craftsmanship and artistry represent ultimate luxury,
honering millennial gestures while capturing the spirit of our times today This philosophy fuels every
project, as | constantly seek purpose, emational intelligence and cultural relevance through
meaningful architectural narratives. Although designing a train interior was a first, the philosophy
mirrors my work on patrimonial hospitality landmarks worldwide. Furthermore, projects like Hotel de
Crillon or Orient Express Venezia begin with context, stories and poetic materiality while resolving
construction constraints carefully Moreaver, for Dream of the Desert, | studied Saudi architecturs,
crafls, textiles, wood carvings and nomadic elements through a contemporary lens. Ultimately,
capturing spirit of place and time remains artistry at its finest, where culture and craft build
meaningful futures.

As an architect inspired by history, what essential
architectural lessons should contemporary cities learn from
the past?

Design must tell virtuous stories that elevate the soul, therafore inducing joy, wonderment and
purpose through thoughtful materia! choices. Therefore, every material carries memory and
autherticity, so architecture should respect cultural narratives while creating spaces built to endure,
Conseguently, | strive for balance, connecting raw and precious past and future, while grounding
every project In its local culture

You founded Culture in Architecture to foster dialogue. How
do you see this initiative shaping future global design
collaboration?

Culture in Architecture thrives on abundance of ideas, layering stories across architecture, interiors,
décor, art and curated objects, Thus, in a fast- moving world, creativity rooted in emotional intelligence
and truthful narratives will always remain deeply valued. Moreover, this freedom 1o invent allows
modemity to emerge from tradition, creating what | call the concrete poetry of architects.

What has been your most meaningful project so far, and
what made it especially significant personally?

Choosing a favorite project is impossible, because every creative journey carries its own purpose,
place and emoticnal rasponsibility. At Hotel de Crillon, | imagined Marie Antoinetie awakening today,
designing @ contemporary stage balancing heritage and bold modernity. Working alongside Karl
Lagerfeid was a lifelong gift, as his erudition, generosity ana humor daeply snaped my creative vision
Renovating Le Jules Vermne within the Eiffel Tower united engineerng audacity, gastronomy and
symbolism into a powerful architectural narrative. Dream of the Desert was envisioned as an
emotional passage, where each space becomes a poetic chapter rooted In Saudi heritage.

Which architectural or design direction are you most
excited to explore in your upcoming work?

My work stands beyond trends, instead pursuing timeless elegance that bridges past and future with
suslainable relevance Architecture holds a moral duty to seek contextual truth, beauty and
responsible material use through lasting meaningful projects. From buildings to objects and trains to
boats, diverse scales inspire me, while poetic materiality and storytelling remain constant.
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Year-End Review: The Leaders-Mena Website’s most-read
Stories of 2025

11 = Riyadh Matro, Desert Dream Train Emerge among Most Anticipated Projects In 2025

The Riyadh Metro Project and the Dream af the Desert Train have emerged among the warld’s highly-anticipated transpartation projects in 2025, according to CNN. Thase two projects
have gained glabal prominence owing to their unique designs and autstanding nature

Read mare..

Riyadh Metro, Desert Dream Train Emerge among Most
Anticipated Projects in 2025

The Riyadh Metro Project and the Dream of the t Train have emerged among

highly-anticipated transp in 2025, according to CNN

15 have gained glob: owing to their unique designs

and outstanding nature.
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| Took a Luxury Golf Trip on La Dolce Vita
Orient Express. Here's What It's Really
Like

Misite X y's orout ariusioe gelf tour
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n the first tee at Sen Domenico Goli Club in Fasano, gazing at the Adriatic
0 Seq, | feel like I'm gently swaying back and forth, The mevement of the

cvernight train ride that rocked me fo bed last night has tweaked my
equilibrium a bit. A small price to pay for the best trovel sieep I've had in yeors.

Imagine a luxunous boutique haotel that transports you from one destination to
the next white you dream. That's the conceit of La Dolce Vita Orient Express

ltalion Swing—a four-day, three-night itinerary tailored for passionate golfers
who want fo travel in the absolute pinnacle of style. Tracing courses from Rome to
Puglio, onward 1o Tuscany, the Tyrrhenion coast, and back to the eternal city, the
journaey is chalked full of bespoke opulence, impeccable service, and some of the
best goif in continental Europe.

Inside La Dolce Vita Orient Express

La Dolee Vita Orient Express is assembled from a dozen vintage 21 Italian cars

that have been rebuilt and refurbished to transport passengers nof just along the
rails but back in time fo the '50s and ‘60s and the golden age of Italian romance.
Designed by the Milan’s Dimerestudio and owned by French hospitality brand
Accor, the vibe is so spot on that you almost expect to see Marcello Mastroianni
and Catherine Deneuve sipping Negronis in the bar car.

On arrival at the platform, guests are greeted by their car's conductor and shown
to the compartment they will call home for the nexf few days.

There are a fofai of 30 cabins in two configurations—18 suites with double beds
(118 sq ft) and 12 deluxe rooms with pullout sofa beds (75 sq ft). Both cabin types
offer a private bathroom, a small table with seating, and o closet with enough for
your carry-on plus its contents.
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Tse tar carins de La Urlce Wita Ovlarr: Exgress.
LalolzeVita Dkt Exorass

Day 1: Golfing at Marco Simone Golf &
Country Club

After an overnight stay ot La Dolce Vita's opulent, 93-room Lo Minerva Hotel, a
flip wedge shot away from the Roman Panthean, the golf begins ot Marco
Simone Golf & Country Club just to the northeast of the city.

Owned by fashion magnate Lavinia Biagiott Cigna, the course is named for the

1,000-year-old castle she and her family call home. Originally designed by Jim
Fazio in the 1990s, Marco Simone was re-imagined by European Golf Design with
the halp of Tom Fazio Il and remodsled behweaen 2018 and 2021 ahead of the 2023
Ryder Cup.

The team understood the assignment. The 7,259 -yard championship track is near
match-play perfection. Set among gorgeous views of the Laziale countryside, the
course plays up and dewn rolling meadows. To score well, players need fo
navigate substantial elevation changes, deep native grasses, expertly placed

bunkers, as well as a few ponds and streams.
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Marco Simone's par-fours tend to either be short, risk-reward opportunities, or
lengthy holes with ample opportunities for mistckes. While nct all are reachoble,
the par-fives all present good scoring opportunities. Beware the par-threes. They
may look benign from the fee, but they are well protected with insidious bunkers,

run-off oreas and undulations that con threws shots into precarious situations.

Day 2: Golfing at the San Domenico Golf
Club

*Goad morning passengers, we are now arriving in Puglia and your fransfer to

5an Domenico Golf Club is waiting," the conductor dulcetly onnounces over the

intercom. Sandwiched between the popular ftalian beach communities of
Menopoeli and Ostuni, the club overlooks the enficing waters of the Adriatic.

The course was created in 2003 by Europaan Galf Design ond features long
stunning vistas dotted with olive trees and ancient stone walls, As it's o seosida
course, the topography is relatively flat with gently unduloted fairwcys, San
Domenico iz mainly defended by smart bunkering ond..wind. When the breeze is

up, the 6,850 yards play much, much longer.

The test opens with a rather intimidating fee shot—water snakes along the
entirety of the right side. But like most holes on the course, the danger and
strategy are evident. The fairways are generally spocious but there is ample
opportunity for recovery for ployers who are spraying it off the tee (like | did,}
though they may need 1o shape a clever shet arcund a cactus-encrusted waste

arec to do 50,
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Day 3: Golfing at The Club at Castiglion
del Bosco

Unfortunately, there's not a train station near The Club at Castiglion del Bosco, but
the experience is well worth the hour-long fransfer. Set in the Tuscan hills to the
sauth of Sienna, known as the Vol d'Orcia (o UNESCO werld heritage site,) a ride
on La Dolce Vita Orient Express offers o rare treat to play the private course.
Otherwise, Castiglion del Bosca is only open to members and guests of the resort,

which was created by Massime Ferragamo (the youngest son of Salvatore

iotels,

Ferragame,) and new owned by Rost

Sadly, we missed out on the famed Tuscan sun and caught a rather dismal day
with intense wind and pounding rain. But even in fough conditions the course was
marvelous. Designed by Torm Weiskocf, Castiglion del Bosco weaves up end down
hillteps and valleys, adding elevation to the challenge players must navigate,
along with stunning cypress frees ond natural woter hazards. Every hole is o
visual delight, with vistas of vineyards and villas. The 684-yard par-five 13th plays
down a valley, which makes it much shorter than the number but not quite
reochable in two, Three smart shots ara required for a birdie opportunity, Tha
next hole is one of Castiglion del Bosco’s impeccable par-threes, but players who
leave themselves short sided will do well to mark a four on the card. At 325 from
the back there's the par-four 15th, which is drivable for big hitters but wel!
guarded by o creek on the left and a well-placed bunker to the right of the

green.

Tho Sub ot Laethy oo d ¥ oo
Lafisien Wi 0 ek fearees
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Day 4: Golfing at Argentario Golf Club

After a short overnight train ride, we arrive at Argentario Golf Club on the Tuscon
coast near Grosseto. The 6,800 championship course hosted the 2025 ltalian
Open (Open D’ltalia) and is more than challenging encugh to test golfers of all
skill levels. Set on Moente Argentario, the course weaves through natural
Mediterranean vegetation and ancient olive frees. Due to the protected nature of
the environment, Argentario is “Agri Cert” certified and uses only natural

maintenance preducts that are bio and eco-compatible,

Designed by architect David Mezzacane and professional golfer Baldovino
Dassu, Argentario offers players picturesque views of the sea, Orbetello Lagoen,
cork tree-hewn fairways and well-guarded greens. But as gorgeous os it is, the
course can be a beast, challenging golfers with strong doglegs, varied shot
requirements and small, sloped greens. There is ample opportunity to score well,
but only if you keep your ball in play off the tee and hitting your appreach
targets.

A auiteirside La Colee Vit Driend Exgrass

Lalofze¥ita Grient Expross
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Dinner Is Served

VWhile on board, passengers enjoy decadent menus created by chef Heinz Beck of
the three-Michelin-star Roman institution La Pergela, Artfully prepared dishes like
shellfish with legumaes in a spiced consommé, ditta gnacchetti “cado e pepe” style
with herb foam, veal stuffed with dried fruit in a pistachio crust, lobster with
pumpkin cream, and crecchiette with braccoli clams and candied lemen, dazzle
the palate as well as the eyes. Needless fo say, each course is masterfully paired

with the perfect wine. But save some room

The Party Rolls On

After each night's feast, guests are invited te the lounge car for digestifs and a bit
of entertainmaent. The bartenders can make nearly any tipple you'd like and even

help you create your own signature cockiail. As you sip if, the band, which rototes
in and out over the journey, belts out classic mid-century hits o la *Volare,” *Tu Vuc

Fa UAmericano,’ and "La Mer" well into the night.

Another Round

Bayond the ltelian Swing, Lo Dolkce Vita offers a tour called Northern Graans,

laking players 1o Marco Simone Golf & Ceuntry Club, Franciucorle G
Royal Park | Roverd, and Argentorio Gelf Clubs.

For non-golfers, Lo Dolce Vita Orient Express offers more then rwo dozen
tineraries that explors some of the most incredible experiences la bel paese hos
to offer, like routes exploring Itolian wine, beach hopping in Sicily, the Sienna
farmed Palic horse race, or the epic journey from Rome to Istanbul.
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Final Verdict

Any trip on La Dolce Vita Orient express is expensive—the Golf Swing tinerary
storts at around 514,000 per person. But the exceptional service, gorgeous
environment, unforgettable meocis, and fantashc courses make # a golf journey of

o lfetime
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Orient Express La Minerva hotel creates
Ottoman-inspired spa
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The Latest Trayel Frends.According Tg Signature’s Travel Gury, Maza

Signature Trayet Rgtwork's Special Advisor shared his Wealth of knowledgawith advisors

1 T \ S o 18 TR

in Sydney iast week for the first time In around a decade, Ignacio Maza met with a group of
Signature Travel Network's members at a gathering at the interContinental Sydoey. The 70-year-old
huses Been bn the travelsphere for nearly 50 yeary, working sceoss brands including American Express

Trawed, Virtwoso and, for the pest 20 years, with Signature Travel Network

Al Signature Traved Network, Masa estublished the consortia’s highly-regurded (and highly seaght-after)
Hotels & Resorts Program, which now numbers 1,300 properties globally, and the network’s Destination
Specialist Program, He travels the worsd smpually more frequently than most in the industry, and his

insight an what's happening s 4 highlight session foe advisors at Signature’s annual Conference.

, which launched last year, operating out or Rome

Maza also highlighted La Doler Vil -
The joint partnership between Accor, | \‘-’H and Arsenale Group will defiver two new trains in 2026 and

2027

285



Total Readership: 5.9M

M I CH E Ll N G U | D E Sentiment: Positive

. .
March 29, 2026

AVE: 545K

[l

8 Extraordinary Foodie Luxury Travel Experiences Worth
Planning a Trip Around

For the seasoned traveler vho has seen and done it all, what level of luxury does it take
to up the ante — and cater to those who have everything? If you're already traveling
private (whether it’s by jet ar yacht), same of the most disceming brands in the luxury realm
have designed experiences thatll have you quickly be trading ir your own mode of
transport and clamorirg to book theirs — which come complete with MICHELIN-viorthy
dining and private tours of everything from Machu Picchu to Easter Island's synonymous
statues

From an arourd-the-world tour in 24 days to week-iong barge and yacht cruises through
Burgundy and the Mediterranean (respectively) and a safari so stylish, you'll want to shop
specifically for the occasien, these eight luxunous travel experiences are some of the most
swaonwarthy on the globe

1. Ride on a Retro-Style Rail Journey Through Tuscany

The golden age of travel &vekes Images of monogrammed, stackable Louls Vutton trunks
and anzembles oractically phacked off the runway. The rovival of vintage-style rail journeys
caters 1o the grevang desire Tor sionw travel, where the journey is as much part of the
axpenence as the destinations youre rolling through. On beard La Delca Vita Orient
Express, peer cut your suite window as you verture rom Rome 1o Tuscany's hiltep town of
Montalcing, whare you'll s:p local wines oefere taking part in anotnes favorte itevan
pastme, apentivo, back on beard. The eveninng s just gettirg started — the highlight is an
elegant meal in the dining car designec by chet Heinz Beck, of Theee-MICHELIN-Star La
Pargola — wiich of course, you'l have to dine at when you pull back into Roms

Ancther spot to ada to your Rome itinerary: |l Ristorante - Niko Romito. from the Itatan
chef who clams three coveted MICHELIN Stars at flaaship Reale in Abruzze. Sprawling
across the fifth floor of Three-Key Byigari Hotel Roma. the parec-back dining room epens
to an expansive terrace overookirg the world's largest circular tomb, the Mausaleum of
Augustus, whose scene-stealing views are topoed crly by chel Romitos spaghett al
pomodore.
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Trains that represent luxury and engineering
combined
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#1: La Dolce Vita Orient Express — Italian Revival {2018)

CRoddt

La Dolce Vita Orient Express, launched in 2018, revives Italian rail glamour with contemporary
design innavation, Interiors blend vintage elecance with modern luxury amenities, including
suites, panoramic observation cars, and fine dining. Routss connect Italian cultural hubs such as
Milar, Rome, and Venice. Advanced engineering ensures comfort, stability, and energy efficiency,
Culinary experiences and curated excursions immerse passengers In [taly's hentage.
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Everything you need to know about rail

travel in 2026

Train services are seeing a renaissance the world over, with fresh routes, new luxury lines and
tour operators increasingly focusing on rail journeys. Here's the latest for travellers looking to
ride the rails in 2026.

In light of climate change, flygskam (Swedish for flight
shame) and the ease of arriving at a city-centre train station
instead of the hassle of a far-flung airport, the world is all
aboard for train travel. Adventuring by rail is starting to feel
a lot less like a nostalgic throwback and more like stepping
into a new era of travel. No matter where in the world your
2026 trips take you, trains are ready to whisk you between
capital cities and unforgettably scenic landscapes — here’s
everything you should know about rail travel in the year

ahead.



Europe gets a slew of new sleeper
services

Sleeper trains in Europe are also going luxe. La Dolce Vita

Orient Express started high-end trips around Italy in 2025 in

vintage refurbished carriages. Spain’s Al Andalus is marking

its 40th anniversary in 2026 with a new itinerary that travels

beyond Andalucia to take in more of the country, now

starting or ending in Madrid. The Britannic Explorer is
England’s first luxury sleeper train, which launched in 2025.
This service from luxury operator Belmond takes in the
scenery of Cornwall, Wales and the Lake District with

departures from London.
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Railbookers Offers $600 Off per Couple During Luxury Rail Week

Railbookers, the global leader in Independent rall vacations, is celebrating Luxury Rail Week, running
February 15-22, 2026, The week highlights some of the world’s most iconic and sought-after train
experiences, all brought together through Railbookers' collection of expertly-crafted luxury rail
vacations.

“Luxury Rall Week |s a cefebration of what makes rall travel so special - the journey Itself,” sald Frank
Marini, President & CEQ of Railbockers Group, “Today’s luxury travellers want unforgettable
experiences, personalized planning, and the confidence that everything is handled. With demand for
high-end rail journeys continuing to grow, our team makes it easy for travel adwsors and guests to
enjoy seamless, tailor-made vacations that go far beyond the train.”

Ta mark the occasion, Railbockers is offering exclusive Luxury Rail Week savings, including an
additional $600 per couple on select luxury train journeys, which may be combined with other
avallable offers. These limited-time offers give travellers the chance to experience legendary rall
routes around the world, with added value and the expertise of Railbockers behind every detail,

The following luxury train journeys are eligible for Luxury Rail Week savings:

» Al Andalus

« Andean Explorer

= Belmond Brittanic Explorer

* Belmand Hiram Bingham

* Belmond Royal Scotsman

« fgstern and Oriental Express
» El Expreso de Lo Robla

» £l TronscantGbrico Gran Lujo
» Glacier Express - Excellence Class
» Golden Eagle Danube Express
* Golden Eogle Silk Road

» La Dolce Vita _

* Maharajos’ Express

s Rocky Mountaineer

* Rovos Rail

* Venice Simplon-Orient-Express
* VIA Roil Prestige Class
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FROM RAILWAY TO FAIRWAY

An Italian odyssey — with added golf clubs — aboard Accor's newly launiched La Dolce
Vita Orient Express train.

It's hard to imagine a name more redolent of glamour and good times than La Dolce Vita
Orient Express. An evocative blend of Italian beauty and Art Deco styling, the train was
launched by Accor late last year, and operates across a rapidly growing network of routes
within Italy (international trips to Paris, Istanbul, and Split are slated for later this year).
Two of its itineraries, Italian Swing and Northern Greens, are specifically designed for
golfers, and Elite Traveler joined the inaugural outing of the former, a fourday, three-
night loop with visits to courses in Lazio, Puglia, and Tuscany.

The journey begins and ends at the Orient Express La Minerva Rome. The hotel
reopened at the same time as La Dolce Vita took to the rails and its grand 17th-century
bones have been fleshed out with Art Deco, Mid-century Modern, and contemporary
elements, reminiscent of a mode of travel that has become unfamiliar.

And so to the Marco Simone Golf & Country Club, an island of green in Rome’s dusty
suburbs and the venue for the 2023 Ryder Cup — the first time Italy had hosted the tour-
nament. The event succeeded in putting a country little known for golf firmly on the
sporting map.

That evening we finally boarded the train. The liveried conductors and the glossy 1960s-
inspired design — most dazzlingly showcased in the bar car, with its curved banquettes,
harlequin patterns, and Gio Ponti objets — made a powerful impression. As did dinner.
We feasted, as we would do every night, on a menu curated by German chef Heinz Beck,
of Rome’s three-Michelin-starred La Pergola.
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The pattern for the remainder of the trip had been set. It was repeated in Puglia at the
San Domenico course, with its Baja California vibe, adjacent to the feted Borgo Egnazia
hotel, where I squeezed in a sublime spa treatment; and then in Tuscany, at the equally
celebrated Rosewood Castiglion del Bosco, an idyll of undulating vineyards and
cypress trees,

At that point, biblical-level rain meant Plan A, a round of golf, was no longer attractive.
Plan B, a walking tour of Montalcino, was off. Plan C, truffle hunting in the woods, ditto,
Most of us opted for Plan D, a tasting of the Brunello wines for which Castiglion del
Bosco is renowned. Should you encounter similar conditions, go for Plan D.

A personal highlight came on our final day, at the Argentario course, near Porto Ercole.
During some rainy one-to-one coaching with resident expert, Edoardo Schiavella, I sank
a 29-ft putt across a vast and sodden green with a treacherous double break. Though I'd
only played three holes, I called it a day then and there.

During our final hours en route back to Rome, reflecting on the day's triumph, I sur-
mised that while other railbuffs will likely agree that Belmond's Venice-Simplon Orient
Express remains the benchmark, La Dolce Vita strikes a different note — it is younger,
more relaxed, less conspicuously nostalgic. One quibbie is a logistical one: I wish we'd
spent less time in cars and more on the train itself. We piled into vehicles early each
morning and only got back on board after sunset, but to my eye, La Dolce Vita’s interiors
are at their sparkling best in natural light. Because Italy, like most places, Is rarely
viewed at its best from the back row of a people carrier. Give me a train window with a
cocktail in hand any day.
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Italy’s First Luxury Train Takes You to the Medieval
City of Sienna

The 12-camage La Doloe Vita will take you 1o the Pabo, the worlds oldest borse race, in style this summer

What better way to head to the world's oldest horse race than in Italy’s first
huxury train?

La Dolee Vita Orient Express is offering two new trips to Siena, Italy, to see the
Palio. Taking place this summer, the three-day adventures give travelers 2
chance to soak in the Italian countryside before experiencing the centuries-old
equestrian competition.

Dating back to the 13th century, the Palio is steeped in tradition. Tuking place
twice a year in the historic medieval city of Siena, the bareback horse race sees
10 of the 17 distinct neighborhoods (or contrade) compete, The horses and
jockeys make three laps around a square known as the Piazza del Campo, with
cach race typically lasting less than 9o seconds. The thrilling event is the
centerpiece of the new itinerary, but it is not the only incredible expenence you
can expect.
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The Palio horse race in Sienna.

Linfra News Agoncy/Goelly

The journey begins at Rome Ostiense station in the plush La Dolce Vita Lounge,
where you can enjoy a tipple before boarding the train. At dusk, the train will
depart the Eternal City for Tuscany. While winding through the scenic hills, you
will be served a dinner by three-Michelin-starred chef Heinz Beck. The evening
continues in the Bar Car, with cocktails and live piano music.

The next day, you'll take a private transfer to the Palazzo Chigi Zondadari in
Siena. The 18th-century Baroque palace averlooks the Piazza del Campo, making
it the perfect place to watch the race. You'll enjoy an aperitivo before heading to
the private baleconies to see all the anties play out on the square. After that, a
Tuscan dinner will be served up in the palace courtyard. The afterparty
continues back in the train’s Bar Car. The following morning, the train will take
you back to Rome,

The gining car.
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You will live the good life acrass the three days, too. Labeled “Ttaly's first luxury
train,” La Dolee Vita pairs old-world Italian glamour with the finest modemn

amenities. The 12 carnages host no more than 62 passengers at a time, creating
a truly intimate travel experience. Accommodation includes 12 deluxe cabins, 18

suites, and one suitably flashy La Doloe Vita Suite.

One of the 18 suites.

Dokcs ‘Wia Connl Expresetdr Tripps

This journey will be offered twice during the summer, from July 1 to 3 and
August 15 to 17. The Palio in July is held in honor of the Madonna di
Provenzana, while the race in August is a tribute to the Assumption of Mary,
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Orient Express La Minerva Unveils The Spa - A Transformative
Wellness Space in the Heart of Rome

Orkznt Express La Mine:

2 Spa draves drectiy on the [cgacy of Roman tharmac and the Octaman hammam, Dzslgnad by
ArtistArchitoct Fugo Tora and corcenid 36 a place af trarstormatian, The Spa offers & journey threugh aaths and
trearments i which Fene slowes, and eacn s2age prepares the oext This approach echces tha spirit of the Ovfens Express
Journey, urderstood as 8 passape. 8 crossing and a Fully immersive senstey scperienos

The Spa's esgunce s structured sround steam ol 3 ssquenced spaticl progression rspired by the these sbages of the
ancient thermal rituasl: the tepidariam, 2 temperate soace of gradual accimatisation; the calidarium, 3 warm smircoment
comaining pecis and steam; and the frgidarium, the fnal invigorating cold batn

Spaces aternate between shared relaxaclon areas, anc slnghe and doublz treatment roams. Hand -blown Muraro glass
Nxtares cist 3 soft. candle- Sk gloww, halghtaning the tactile Stmesphore. Brown traverting, rod srd weiad marble, Ramsey
styde plaster and stained ask croate a powerful dinkagos of Léecturas, The contrast af stone, wood! and rchly wowen teetiles,

including the caroen

s the relasation ares, anchoes the space in o distinctly sartiny, elemental sensibility.

A finedy crafoed mortos hammom rises o the beart of The Spa, surrounche] by dedontes fourdaing resembling Triton basins,
erhong those faund in the botel's guest rooms. Contemporary moucharabieh screens fzer sightlines, deepering the
oxpioration of ight and texture. The hammam, an ancient Ottaman pun fcation ritual integrates Roman infloences,
estanlianing a dalegue betwosn East and Wiest, recalling the historic route of the Orlent Exprcss linking Parls to
Constantinople

Among 1 treatments offered, the signaure rituals Dea Minerva and Stop Constantinople Inwvite guests on a complate

st foot bathe, sromatic steam, kasss exfolisbion ghassaul clay wraps, fosmng massapss, svl

face and hair treatments. Recul ravals Jsape puests fueling refreshed with their senses sesserec oo skin radons. Passed
down frum Byzardium to stanbu, these sxperiznces cefebrate the regenerative power of water, heat, and touch,

Furtuna Skin, the ltalian Juxury skincare house rooted In regenerative agriculture and clinically proven performance, is the
exchusive skincare partner of The SPA at Orent Express La Minerva Formulated using ingredients cultivated on the brand's
800-acre organs ostate in Sicity, La Furtuna Estate, its products harness extra-virgin olive oil, wild-foraged botanicals, and
medicingd herbs grown in accordance with bicdiversity-led restaration practices. Docply aligned with the Spa's revercnce
for ancient ritual and clemental healing, Furtura Skin's appraach bridges heritage and high-performance — pairing time
honored agricultural wisdom with mogern extraction science to defiver wisiblly transformative results,

“At Furtuna Skin, our phitosoohy has always been rooted in the idea that true beauty is born from ritual, heritage, and 3 deep
respect for the lard, Partnering with The Spa at Qrient Express La Mnerva felt lilee a natural extenzion of that belief. The
Spa's reverence for ancient purification traditions, historic elegance, and holistic restoration aligns wish cur own
commitment to time-honored botanicals and transformative wellness, Togother, we arc crafting immersive rituals that
nurture the skin, restore the spirit, and invite a sense of renewal befitting one of Rome's most steried destinations. - Agatha
Relota Luczo, Furtuna Skin Founder & CEQ
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Chaidian treatments, Incading the stgnature Furtura Son x La Mircrva Exchustve Vibrancy Faclsl, have been dewaloped tor
The Spo, combirirg manual techmniques, besuty toaks such s an absicdian Gua Sha, ond natural active ngredients. The
treatmants stgvad by Furtuna Skin designed aatuee's most potort skineesiving Ingredients aod awanen the serees with
wnique combinetiors of circudatory stirmulation and detoxifying technioues.

Simone Giorgh, General Manager of Orient Express La Minseva states: " Cofaborating with Furtuna Skin represents a
meanngful acdition ta Orient Express La Minerva. Together, we have areated an exporence that clevates cur walhess
offerie throuph & shared ILalian heritags, and exceptional Know-how and craftsmunship, Oue spa affer cor puests i
exclusive journey inspred by Ottcman rituals, while remaining cecply connactad to the vibrant heare of Romz and land-
deren innovation”

Accessible at all hours, The Gym ang The Kinesis Room compiete the experence, Equigped with Technegym Astis and
dedicated functiona traning toals, cadh session may bz guided by 3 personal trainer upan requast, vath pregrammes in
Piness, yopa or Pilates tailered o your vdividual goals.

The Spa st Orlent Expross La Minerva ls a coheront architectural onsemblke whiand space. ritusl, ana mesement convesse In
2 nalistic path to regereration. inspired by the ancient healing traditions of the Easy, its treatmerts trarsport guests co a
sensortal joumey that ewokes distant cultures and timelass rltuas. offering an immersive exoarience of welness Inthe hesrt
of the Ceernal Gty
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Orient Express La Minerva Unveils The Spa

The Spa draws on the legacy of Roman thermae and the Ottoman hammam

LEmshsnarrawy Fotwvary M 2024

f Roman thermae and the

Orient Express La Minerva's has debated its spa, drawing on the leg

Ottorsan hammam. Designed by artist-architect Hugo Toro, The Spa offers a journey through baths and

Lraatinents,

The Spa's essence is structured around steam and 8 sequenced spatial progression inspired by the three

stages of the ancient thermal vltual: the tepidarium, a temperate space of gradual acclimatization; the

e, i warm environment combining poals and steam; and the frigidarium, the final

calidars

invigorating cold bath. As such, spacez alternate between shared relaxation areas, and single and double

reatment ronIs.

At the heart of The Spa is a marble hammam, surrounded by fountains resembling Triton bazins,
echoing those found in the hotel'’s puestrooms. The hammam, an ancient Ottoman ritual, integrates
Roman influences, combining East and West, recalling the historic route of the Orient Express linking

aris to Constantinople.

Among the treatments offered, the signature ritnals “Dea Minerva” and “Stop Constantinople” comprise
rose-infused foot baths, aromatic steam, a kassa exfoliation, ghassoul clay wraps, foaming massages, and
face and hair treatments, Furtuna Skin, the Italian luxury skincare house rooted in regeneralive
agriculture and clinically proven pertormance, is the exclusive skincare partner of The Spa at Orient

Express La Minerva.
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Obsidian treatments, including the signature “Furtuna Skin x La Minerva Exclusive Vibrancy Facial,”

have been developed for The Spa, combining manual techniques, beauty tools such as an chsidian Gea
Sha, and natural active ingredients.

Accessible at all hours, The Gym and The Kinesis Room complete the well-being experience. Equipped
with Technogym Artis and dedicated functional training tools, each session may be guided by a personal
trainer upon request, with programs in fitness, yoga or Pilates tallored to individual goals.
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16 Romantic Restaurants for Date
Night in Rome

Gigi

Gigl Roma sits on the rooftop of the Orient Express La Minerva, and the
setting is as stunning as you'd expect. You're dining with panoramic views
of the city, including a direct sightline to the Pantheon, so yeah, it's VERY
romantic. The restaurant is polished and chic without feeling overly
formal, with a contemporary edge that keeps things from feeling too
traditional. The menu celebrates Roman culinary traditions but with a
modern twist, and everything feels thoughtfully executed. It's inside a
hotel, but it doesn't have that generic hotel-restaurant energy. This is a
place where the setting, the service, and the food all work together to
create something special. Whether you're celebrating something or just

want an impressive dinner with a view, Gigi delivers.




T The New York Times Style Magazine

Are Trains Now the Most
Luxurious Way to Travel?

From Angola to Turkmenistan, sumptuously outfitted railroad
cars are taking passengers on over-the-top journeys back in
time.




From the mid-1970s until the early 2000s, when it was flying
between the United States and Europe in under four hours, the
Concorde was often likened to a time machine: traveling westward
aboard the supersonic jet, you’d arrive earlier than you’d departed.
Luxury train travel, while similarly champagne-soaked, bends time
in a different way. “You picture Agatha Christie and the
Hapsburgs,” says Joan Roca, 49, the founder of Essentialist, a
travel firm based in Palma de Mallorca, Spain. In other words, you
feel transported back to a slower, more genteel era — one that
more and more travelers seem eager to revisit. Railbookers, a
Boston-based agency that specializes in train travel, saw revenue
from luxury rail bookings grow 135 percent over the past three
years, with a 41 percent jump occurring in just the last year.

Though nostalgia colors nearly every aspect of luxury train travel,
however, the industry is also forward-looking, and new trains,
routes and amenities are being added at a rapid clip. Onboard spas
— like the new Dior-branded one on Belmond’s Royal Scotsman —
are a growing trend. “It really is a blast to have a full-body
massage on a rolling train,” says Eleanor Flagler Hardy, 73, the
president and a co-founder of the Louisville-based International
Society of Railway Travelers. Another shift is that cabins are
getting larger. Venice Simplon-Orient-Express’s new
L’Observatoire suite, designed by the contemporary French artist
JR, takes up the whole of a 75-foot-long carriage.




Offerings are only going to get more gilded, too. Orient Express is
in the process of rehabilitating a collection of its original 1920s and
’30s carriages, which were discovered in a rail yard near the
Poland-Belarus border. The Parisian architect Maxime d’Angeac
has been overseeing the process, enlisting craftspeople and design
firms — some, like the French glassmaker Lalique, have historical
associations with the brand — to create glamorous, vintage-
inspired interiors. Though the cars won’t return to service until
2027, prospective passengers can see full-scale models of some of
them at Paris’s Musée des Arts Décoratifs, where they’re on
display through April. In the meantime, these five railways are
offering ultra-luxe trips all over the map.

The bar car on La Dolce Vita Orient Express features curvilinear banquettes and a harlequin wall motif
inspired by a midcentury Gio Ponti design. Mr.Tripper



La Dolce Vita Orient Express

While most luxury trains look to the Victorian and Art Deco eras
for design inspiration, the new La Dolce Vita Orient Express
evokes the glamour of Italy in the 1960s and *70s. One wall of the
bar car, for instance, is covered with a harlequin motif that nods to
the logo of the Arlecchino train, designed by the Modernist Gio
Ponti to mark the 1960 Olympic Games in Rome. La Dolce Vita’s 12
cabins have sofas that fold out into double beds and mirrored back
walls to add to the sense of space, while its 18 suites sport glossy
lacquered ceilings in burnt sienna and both sofas and beds, with
jewel-toned finishes throughout. Dining is overseen by Heinz Beck,
the chef of La Pergola, Rome’s only three-Michelin-starred
restaurant. Day trips between Rome and Venice are available, as
are multiday voyages like the Truffle Route, which runs through
the hills of Piemonte, and a Rome-to-Sicily option, during which the
train is loaded onto a ferry to cross the Strait of Messina. From
about $10,207 per person, based on double occupancy, for the three-
day Truffle Route, https://www.orient-express.com/la-dolce-vita.
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Orient Express La Minerva reveals spa inspired by
SERViSIS ancient healing traditions

March 4, 2026

There are two hammam rituals colfed Dea Minerva and Stop Constantinople Credit: Alexondre Taboste

* Artist-architect Hugo Toro designed the spa to §6 The spa's reverence
reflect the Orient Express journey for ancent purificaticn
ractions, hestonc
* The spa's therapies draw on Ottoman rituals and elegance and nolebe
Roman thermae healing practices restorasion aligns wih
CUr own commitment
» Starpool worked on the thermai facilities for the
10 tme-Ponoures
pa batanicals and
« Furtuna Skin is the exclusive skincare partner for ‘,',""k' T e
the spa treatments - Agatha Refota Lutzo,
founder and CEO of

The Spa at Orient Express La Minerva in Rome, italy, has Furtuna Skin
launched, offering treatments and bathing faclities that
are inspired by Roman thermae and Ottoman hammam rituals,

Designed by artist-architect Hugo Toro, the spa echoes the journey one might make on the iconic Orient
Express train, It offers a progressive sensory experience inspired by the three stages of ancient thermal
rituals,

The tepidarium provides gradual acclimatisation, the calidarium Is a warm environment with pools and
steam and the frigidarium houses a final invigorating cold bath

The spa has single and double treatment rooms as well as shared relaxation rooms,

There is also a marble hammam, surrounded by fountains and moucharabieh (wooden latticework
screens) that filter the light,

Starpool provided the thermal facilities, rasul and hammam suite.

A gym has the latest Technogym Artis equipment and a Kinesis room for functional training.
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Treatments

Treatments also Incorporate the Orlent Express’ heritage, with twe hammam rituals called Dea Minerva
and Stop Constantinople, The therapies include rose-infused fool baths, aromatic steam, kassa
exfoliation, ghassoul clay wraps, rasul rituals, foaming massages and face and hair treatments.

C.0.D.E. by AKT Group has provided a custom Thela treatment bed for theraples.

The spa has exclusively partnered with Italian skincare brand Furtuna Skin, Furtuna Skin's products use
ingredients that are cultivated on the brand's 800-acre regenerative organic estate in Sicily. These
include extra virgin olive oil, wild-foraged botanicals and medicinal herbs.

Agatha Relota Luczo, founder and CEO of Furtuna Skin, said: "The spa‘s reverence for ancient
purification traditions, historic elegance, and holistic restoration aligns with our own commitment to
time-honoured botanicals and transformative wellness. Together, we are crafting immersive rituals that
nurture the skin, restore the spirit, and invite a sense of renewal befitting one of Rome's most steried
destinations,”

The Furtuna Skin x La Minerva Exclusive Vibrancy Facial lasts 60 minutes and costs €210 (US$229, £179).
This facial stimulates circulation and detoxifies the skin, in combination with the brand’s Obsidian Gua
Sha. Inspired by the rich heritage of Roman thermal water healing, the treatment combines warming
and cooling sensations for the face, lips and décolletage.

Simone Giorg, general manager of Orient Express La Minerva, said: “Our spa offers our guests an
exclusive journey Inspired by Ottoman rituals, while remaining deeply connected to the vibrant heart of
Rome and land-driven innovation.”

Orient Express
The Qrient Express train began operating in 1883,

Accor purchased a 50 per cent stake in the Orient Express brand from French rail operator SNCFin 2017
in order to develop a series of luxury hotels. The train experience, La Dolce Vita Orient Express,
relaunched last year,

There are now two hotels in operation. The 93-room and 36-suite Orient Express La Minerva opened in a
Roman 17th-century palazzo in April of last year.

A new hotel, Orient Express Venezia will open in Venice, ILaly, later this year,

The brand is currently taking bookings for the first sailings on its new ship, which it claims will be the
world's largest salling yacht when It launches later this year. The Orlent Express Corinthlon will be jolned
in 2027 by a sister sailing yacht called the Orient Express Olympian,

Many top hospitality brands are developing luxury yachts, induding Aman, Ritz Carlton and Four
Seasons

© Spmup here o pe yuur cho o of the Spa Dusiness sed Spo Busemss insider wescly sprws, Breaking rews wher s onsd sesry isgyw of
Spa Business and Spa Sutinéss insider magasines FREE on gigital
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2026 Development Update: Italy

Italy’s storied past powers its most ambitious chapter yet

As travelers seek authentic experiences, Italy offers something increasingly rare:
depth, beauty, and an enviable way of life that is anchored in timeless history.
From café-lined piazzas to vineyard-dotted hillsides and storied coastlines, the
country delivers culture that embodies La Dolce Vita, which continues to
captivate audiences from all over the globe.

That pull is translating into strong performance as well. According to Cushman &
Wakefield, hotel activity across Haly—and Europe at large—is on the rise, with
overnight stays expected to grow by 5.6 percent this year. Urban hubs and resort
destinations are benefiting from renewed international travel and a growing
appetite for places that promise a sense of place alongside comfort.

Orient Express La Minerva

Original frescoas, golden coatings, deep vainut wood, and Rossa Verona marbie compeose the ornate
Orrient Express La Minerva in Rome
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The iconic Orient Express brand continues its foray into the hotels, aiming for 10
locations by 2030. Its debut, the Orient Express La Minerva, opened ina 17th-
century Rome palazzo in early 2025 and distinguished itself with luxury rooted in
both Roman history and the modern spirit of the Eternal City. (The brand's
second property, the Palazzo Dona Giovannelll, is set to open in Venice this April,
with a design from Paris-based Aline Asmar d’Amman.)

Led by Paris-based artist and architect Hugo Toro, the project is rooted in its
lacation. “We worked with the identity of the city, the neighbarhood, and the
surroundings, just steps away from the Pantheon,” he syas.

Original frescoes, golden coatings, walnut, and Rossa Verona marble compose
an ornate backdrop for custom fabrics, artwork, and cabinets of curicsities.
Neighboring churches also inspired a juxtaposition with raw and polished
elements expressed through an interplay of velvets, precious woed, and
ceramics handpainted with bespoke motifs. Rose-hued headboards reminiscent
of Roman sunsets imbue an elevated, artful sense of place in questrooms.
“Rather than freezing it in time, we treated the project as a ricochet with the past:
respectful, but alive,” Toro adds. “It's not a hotel that imitates history—it
continuesit.”
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9 Train Travel Mistakes Every Tourist Makes in
Europe, According to Experts

With the recent launch of new luxury and sleeper trains like La Dolce Vita
Orient Express and Espresso Cadore, surging train ridership records, and the
growing slow travel trend, traveling by rail is clearly having a moment—but it
has long been one of the best ways to get around Europe. Ever since the first
steam locomotive was invented in the United Kingdom in the early 1800s,
Europeans have embraced railways as a powerful and efficient mode of
transportation. While the golden age of train travel generally lasted from the
1880s until the 1920s, a century later, we might just be entering a
renaissance.

There are many advantages to traveling around Europe by rail, even on
normal state-operated lines, Unlike airports, train stations are usually located
right in the city center, making it easy to reach your hotel upon arrival. There
are also a lot more train stations than airports—small cities and little villages
that may not have an airport typically still have a rail station, for example.
And, because there tend to be fewer security protocols at train stations than
airports, you likely only have to show up 20 or 30 minutes prior to boarding
instead of two or three hours ahead of your departure. In addition to being
more convenient than air travel in these ways, train rides can be more
comfortable, with more legroom and bigger seats, and they sometimes have
free Wi-Fi.

As a Rome-based journalist, | take Italian trains all the time and have ridden
the rails in France, Spain, Germany, the Netherlands, Switzerland, and the
U.K., so I'm intimately familiar with traveling around Europe by train, and I've
experienced both the advantages and the pitfalls. To round out my personal
experience, | talked to travel experts about what tourists should know when
riding the rails in Europe. Here are the nine train mistakes you want to avoid
making.
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L.a Dolce Vita Orient Express
Launches New Itinerary: Siena &
The Palio

In Siena, twice each year - on July 2nd in honour of the Madonna di Provenzano and on August 16th for the

Assumption — Piazza del Campo becomes the epicentre of 8 centuries-old rite: the Palio.

Al the heart of the historic centre, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, the
medieval square hosts a bareback horse race whose present form extends traditions dating back 1o the

thirteenth century.

La Dolce Vita Orient Express offers a three-day journey fram Rome to

experience this singular event, deaply rooted initalian culture.

The journay begins at Rome Ostiense station in the La Dolce Vita Lounge. At dusk, the train departs the
Eternal City. On board, a dinner by three-Michelin-

starred chef Hainz Beck accompanies the passage through the Tuscan hills. The evening continues in the
Bar Car, where piano music and Italian classics set the tone.

The following day, a prvate fransfer brings guests to Siena. At Palazzo Chigi Zondadari,
ovarlooking Piazza del Campo, anaperitivo precedes access to private balconies. From this exclusive vantage
point, the: full dramaturgy of the Palio plays cut below. After a Tuscan daner served in the quiet elegance of the

palace, guests return o the frasn, The right extends in the Bar Car, betlween conversation and music,
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The folowing morning, La Dolce Vita Orient Express arrives back In Rome. The journey concludes, marked
by a rite that belongs as much to the present as 1o history.

This journay forms part of La Dolce Vita Orient Express's summer ifinerary and will operate on the following
dates:

= July 1% July 3 (Palio on July 2)
- August 15 to August 17 (Palio on August 1)
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Accor ushers in a new era for ultraluxe brand
Orient Express

NEW YORK -- Accor is betting big on Orient Express, leaning
on the luxury brand's storied heritage to differentiate its hotel,
train and yacht products.

Orient Express' revival has been years in the making. In 2017, Accor acquired a 50%
stake in the brand from France's national rail company, SNCF; it tock full ownership
of Orlent Express in 2022. Two years later, Accor forged a strategic partnership with
luxury conglomerate LVMH to accelerate its development. (LVMH's Venice Simplon-
Orient-Express train, operated by Belmond, remains a separate enlity.)

Following the LVMH deal, the brand has picked up speed. Orient Express debuted its
La Dolce Vita Orient Exprass train, with itineraries primarily through italy, and the
Crient Express La Minerva hotel in Rome last spring. The brand's first sailing yacht,
the Orient Express Cerinthian, launches this summer in the Mediterranean.

Speaking at a media roundtable in New York in early February, Orient Express CEO
Gilda Perez-Alvarado said the group's current focus is on "ensuring that the public
understands culturally how significant and consequential this brand is.”

Key to that cultural positioning is a focus on historical elements, with the brand
employing a full-time historian as part of those efforts.

"A requirement for an asset to join Orient Express is it needs to celebrate a time
period, and not just any time period, but a time period that was significant either for
travel or for the arts and culture," said Perez-Alvarado, citing the Orient Express La
Minerva's celebration of its 17th-century palazzo origins and La Dolce Vita Orient
Express' homage 1o Italy of the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s.
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A second hotel, the Orient Express Palazzo Dona Giovannelli in Venice, is under
development. Sc is a second train that will feature restored Orient Express train
carriages from the 1920s. Using Google Maps and imagery, the brand's historian,
Arthur Mettetal, is credited with locating these carriages, found abandoned along the
Poland-Belarus border.

A second sailing yacht, the Orient Express Olympian, is scheduled to debut in 2027.

Perez-Alvarado said Orient Express fans and history buffs are one of three key
customer segments. The others are ultra-affiuent travelers seeking something new
and travelers in search of a bucket-list experience or milestone celabration.

The brand also hopes to differentiate itself through the ability for clients to reserve the
entire yacht, hotel or train.

"All of them can be privatized because they're not big,” said Perez-Alvarado.

"La Minerva is 93 rooms. La Dolce Vita, we can privatize it for a charter for anywhere
between 60 to 80 guests. Then you have the Palazzo in Venice with 47 suites. You
have the yachts each with 54 suites.”
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Oriant Express faces stiff competition in
ultraluxury cruising in particular, with major
hospitality brands like Four Seasons,
Aman and Ritz-Carlton making forays into
the segment.

According to Perez-Alvarado, there's
strength in numbers,

"We're all creating a new category,” Perez-
Alvarado said. "It was a big gambie for
everybody, [so] it's good that there are
four very powerful names behind the
launch of this new type of product and
experience."

Perhaps the brand's most significant
differentiator, however, will be its ability to
offer trips that span all three platforms.
Perez-Alvarado sald guests are already

Whiat a aathrcom wik loak e co the Orant Exprass
Cannthian yacht. Photo Credt Onant Expeoss

asking about itineraries combining stays in Rome, train journeys on La Dolce Vita

and Mediterranean yacht cruises.

"It is not just a hospitality brand, it's a travel brand," she said.
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A New Orient Express
Train Is Whisking
Travelers Across Italy in
‘60s Dolce Vita Style

BY UAW WESS

It’s a balmy but breezy morning on the Ligurian coastline, and I'm gazing our of
the window as I sip a freshly brewed Tralian coffee. Through the glass, T can hear
the muffled squall of seagulls. If I strain my ear hard enough, the hollow clacking
sound of thousands of smooth stones rolling over one another as the waves
advance and recede, From my perch directly overlooking the sea, I see striped
umbrellas on a beach in the near distance, the first sunbathers of the day beginning
to cluster underneath them and tencarively dip their toes in the turquoise waters,
Then, my bed judders forward, and I hear the gentle screech of metal and metal,
No, it isn't an earthquake; and no, my bedroom isn't about to tumble down intwo
the Tyrrhenian Sea. It's 8 a.m. on the La Dolce Vi Orient Express train, and we
have less than two hours to reach Santa Margherira Ligure station. So, as the

Tralians would say: andiamo.

To rewind a little: Ever since developing an obsession with Agatha Christic as a
teenager, I've always been fascinared by the glamour and mystique of a fancy
sleeper train. And over the past few years, the oprions for spending a night on the
rails in the lap of luxury have grown more varied (though, admittedly, pricey) than
ever—from Peru to Penang, and Cornwall to Cape Town, the possibilities are
endless. Which is why, when Orient Express returned ro the scene last year (the
rights to the name were purchased by Accor in 2017, and work on the new fleet of
wrains has been underway for nearly a decade), the goal was to do things a liude
differently. Sure, the brand is still tapping into the nostalgia factor—bur instead of
harking back to the 1920s and "30s heyday of high-end rail travel, they're instead
looking to another, equally fabulous, chapter in Italian history: la dolce vita. (The

clue’s in the name, I guess.)
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They're also thinking bigger than just trains. My journey began, in fact, with two
nighes ar QOrient Express La Minerva, a ravishing new Roman hotel quite literally
steps from the Pantheon, directly in front of Bernini's iconic elephant and obelisk
statue in the Piazza della Minerva. Set inside a 17th-century former noble
residence, the building has been a hotel since 1811—a grand, if slightly dusty,
fixture of the Roman hospitality circuit—before having the cobwebs blown off
courtesy of a four-year renovation overseen by the French-Mexican architect and

designer Hugo Toro.

Phota: Mr Tippetr Photo: Alexandre Tabaste

The results, I'm relieved to say, are specracular. After being greered by the liveried
doorman and collecting my keys from the sleek Art Deco reception area—all brass
and marble and gleaming walnut surfaces—it was through to the winter garden-
style courtyard ar the center of the building, which lays serious claim to being the

most gorgeous hotel lobby in all of Rome: under a conservatory-style glass ceiling,

enormous potted palms frame a scalloped bar carved from travertine marble sitring

directly in front of a classical statue of Minerva, the goddess of wisdom, justice,
law, and victory. (Nor a bad lincup.) Then, T was whisked up to one of the horel’s
signature suites: the Stendhal, named after the legendary French writer who was a

regular at the horel all the way back in the early 19th century.

38



VOGLUE

Total Readership: 9.5M
Sentiment: Positive
AVE: 879K

View online

January 28, 2026

Where many of the other luxury hotel brands putting down roots in Rome over
the past few years have brought their identikic design styles o bear on the
propetties they've taken over, Orient Express has taken an entirely different tack,
fostering a vibe that is sympathetic to the building it's occupying and that
communicates a profound sense of place. And it is, for my money, the most stylish
hotel in all of Rome. (Also one of the buzziest, oo, thanks to the rooftop
restaurant Gigi Rigolatto, where you can feast on lobster linguine and coroletea alla
Milanese while watching the sun dip behind the cupola of the Pantheon next door,

as | did on my final night in the city.)

Pholo: Alexardre Tabaste

Which leads us to the main event: the train. The journey began at Roma Ostiense

station—a rationalist architectural marvel from the Mussolini era, wich all of the

dubious history that entils—where Orient Express has taken over a wing of the

station and artfully refurbished it to serve as an aesthetic portal berween the world

of La Minerva and the world of La Dolce Vita train: as silver trays of bellinis and
stuzzichini were passed around, and a lively jazz band struck up beneath the shiny
Aperol orange ceiling, guests—mostly couples on a romantic getaway—arrived o
settle on the plush red velver banquettes or mingle by the floor-to-ceiling walnut
bookshelves. (A train journey like this also means you get the joy of scoping ourt
your fellow travelers for the next few days and guessing their backstories, like an

episode of The White Lotis withour the murders.)
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Then, it was off to setde into our cabins and begin our odyssey: our first day
would see us snake along the coastline of the west of Traly, then zip across the thigh
of Iraly’s boor o Venice, before zipping back across overnighr to Portofino, then
returning to Rome on the morning of the third day. The jewel box of a cabin was,
as you might have guessed by now, a wunderkammer of fabulous design derails:
overseen by the cult-favorite design firm Dimorestudio, it's like stepping into a
miniature version of a2 mid-century Milanese apartment, with lacquered terracotta

ceilings, velvety Alcantara walls, and groovy retro prints.

Photo: Mr Tnpper

41



VOGLUE

Total Readership: 9.5M
Sentiment: Positive
AVE: 87.9K

View online

January 28, 2026

Photo: Courtesy of Ordent Express Photo: Mr Tripper

Then, it was off to setde into our cabins and begin our odyssey: our first day
would see us snake along the coastline of the west of Traly, then zip across the thigh
of ltaly’s boot to Venice, before zipping back across overnight to Porrofino, then
returning to Rome on the morning of the third day. The jewel box of a cabin was,
as you might have guessed by now, a wunderkammer of fabulous design details:
averseen by the cult-favorite design firm Dimorestudio, it’s like stepping into a
miniature version of a mid-century Milanese apartment, with lacquered terracotta

ceilings, velvety Alcantara walls, and groovy retro prints.

Photo; Mr Tnpper
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Behind a wall of mirrored smoked glass lies the bathroom, which, despite its
modest proportions, is surprisingly spacious—and once again, very stylishly
appointed, with sinks surrounded by a prosciutto-y marble and an impressively
forceful water pressure in the showers. As I sank onto my bed and watched the
low, undulating hills of Emilia Romagna glide past my window, it all began to feel

very la dolee vita indeed,

Phaoto: Mr Tripper

But before I knew it, it was 6 p.m., and we were pulling into Venice's Santa Lucia
station (another slice of terrific 1940s design—the Italians really do a train station
well). Stepping out into the chaos of the platform, myself and a handful of other
guests were swiftly guidr(l to a jetty and onto a water taxi for a whistle-stop tour of
the city: aperitivo at Caffé Florian among the pigeons of St. Mark’s Square, a feast
of a dinner (squid ink spaghetti, carpaccio di manzo, the works) at Harry’s Bar,
and then on for a truly magical private tour of Palazzo Fortuny. (The former home
of Mario Fortuny, this treasure trove of stage sets, murals, antique books, and
pleated fashions is one of Venice'’s most fascinating and often overlooked

museums. )
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By the time we'd hopped in a water taxi and weaved our way back to the station, |
was frankly 100 exhausted ro join the festivities thar were kicking off in the bar car
with its harlequin-patterned walls and zig-zag sofas—but I did make sure to pop
my head in to take in the scene, where the majority of the train's patrons were
clinking chilled Champagne flures in suits and gowns (one of the choose-your
own-adventure options for the evening out in Venice was a lavish dinner in a
private palazzo) and beginning to shimmy to a live piano player plinking out
renditions of “Volare” and “Tu vuo fa' 'americano.” However jolly it appeared, 1

was time for bed.

Photo: Mr Tripper
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After all, I was to have an early start: after a hearty breakfast of flaky cornesti with
Amalfi lemon marmalade, a perfectly pulled espresso, and poached eggs (1 skipped
the shavings of black truffle on top, bur thar was an oprion), we were arriving at
Santa Margherita Ligure, and it was time to whizz around the shores of Portofino
and Camogli on a speedboat. Bundling off the train with the same gang as my
Venice outing and down to the harbor, we first stopped for a dip in the gin-clear
waters of a grotto before making a beeline for San Fruttuoso. the picture-posteard
bay accessible only by the water with a 10th-century Benedictine monastery
overlooking a slice of pebbled beach. On the third-floor terrace of the Da
Giovanni restaurant, over plates of homemade lasagna sheerts slathered with fresh
pesto and a heaving placter of fritto misto, we watched families and groups of
young lealians spill out from the warter buses from Camogli and splash around in
the shallow waves, with the general consensus being: it really doesn't ger much

better than this.

Photu: Gelly bnoges

Once back on the train a few hours later, it began to dawn on me that it was, in a
heartbreaking rurn of events, the final night of my journcy. After slipping into my
suit (top tip: hang your evening outfit in the bathroom while taking a pre-dinner
shower to steam out the creases), it was off to the dining cart for a typically
decadent meal of tuna carpaccio, silky spaghetti with scorpionfish, and an olive-
crusted lamb chop. Overseen by Chef Jean Imbert, each menu is inspired by the
itinerary you're traveling on—orher journeys will take you to Sicily, Tuscany, and
Abruzzo—as well as the season, and is served alongside an extensive wine list,
though I was more than happy with a mockeail of fresh peach juice and soda warer.
Stuffed to the brim and very much satistied, 1 retired to my room and dozed off to

the surprisingly soothing rhythm of the carriage tottering over the rails.
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The next morning, it only felt right to take breakfast in bed, so as to enjoy the
novelty of watching the world go by from under my sheets one last time, before
packing and having my suitcase spirited away to be collected at the station upon
arrival. (I'm not sure how I haven’t mentioned it yet, bur the service was, from
beginning to end, impeccable. Despite only being up and running for a marrer of
months when T joined, any teething problems had clearly been ironed our already,
and it was all the more astonishing when considering our journey was being made

on a busy national rail network. The logistics of it boggle the mind.)
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The 32 Chicest New
Hotels Opening in
2026

Let’s be frank: the usual vacation destinations have become overrun. When your esthetician
and your great-aunt are posting identical Aperol Spritz boomerangs from the same terrace
in Positano, it’s time to recalibrate. The true vanguard of style isn't just looking for a high
thread count anymore; they are seeking pedigree, extreme architectural vision, and that
rarest of modern commodities: exclusivity.

Fortunately, the forecast for 2026 is looking exceptionally well-heeled. We are teetering on
the edge of a Golden Age of Restoration, where storied European piles are being dusted off
by the world’s best designers, alongside a counter-movement toward far-flung, minimalist
sanctums designed to make you forget Instagram even exists.

Below, find the 32 chicest addresses of the year.



Orient Express Venezia

The romance of the train, but stationary. Housed in the Palazzo Dona Giovannelli, this is an
exercise in extreme nostalgia and cinematic splendor. It’s a siren call to a time when travel
required hat boxes and dressing for dinner was mandatory. If you've ever dreamed of feeling
like a character in a Wes Anderson film, here’s your set.

Courtesy of Orient Express Veneaa
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Travelling in true style aboard La Dolce Vita Orient Express,

S Jeremy Ellwood plays four of Italy’s top golf courses from Rome

0 Tuaeory

down to Puglia in the south and all the way back up to Tuscany




ticket to ride on Lz Dolce Vita Orient Express’italian Swing® and the restaurant

E wi

olf, most of the time. |
couldn't have donethis job for as

long as | have without anenduring
passion for tha game, though tord
knows itcan be frustrating. | slso

Ly,
Inananorak k

moreof &

engines: a st
heritage steam raihway.
have boxes ot medel ral

project that somehow never quite
happened (maybe n retirement).
word of a golf pr
Vita Orient
Exprass hit my inbox, myeyesit
up. Having only just made m
widen golfing river cruke b
Bordeaux | knew that it wasnt
raally ‘my turn|, but whon other
writere had todacling for vario
reasons, the ¢ anity was
mine. Well
shewasn'
once the PR hag incicated that
'PIUE CNES* Were 3 pOssILItY.

Michelin-starred che' Heinz Beck served up many a tem pting traat

Andso ltwasthat we found
aurselves chacking inta theOrient
Express LaMinarva hotelin Rome
on Novambezr 21, Ahead lay four
days' golf and three nights sboard
La Dolca Vits Orient Express acit
made its way to Pugliain thesouth
and backupto Tuacany botare
returnhg taRome Thiswasto be
the ficst goti-specific tip fo-a
train only inaugurated in Apnl
2025 when e hotel, 2ose 10
many of Rome’s famous
lencimarks, had aso opened.

We beaded up to the (igi
RIQolato Roma rooftop restaurant
9 the seventh flcor tomeet our
fellow passengers overdinner,
then reassembled in the grounc-
floor Minena Barnextmoming for
Dreakfast (complete with Tive
horpist] after o comfortablenight
inalowly fitth-flaor room. styled
to reficct the hentage of this most
fzmous of rzllway compa ries.

My wife and | then went our
aeparate ways, ma to the Morco
Simona Gol'and Country Club,
scene of Europe'sfamaous victory
in 2023, arcdber to take in the
sghts of Rome. She ended up.
walking 12 miles with regular
accompaniment rorm Laentso
street musicians asit was 8t
Caciha's Day (the patron st of
muslc) withmandelin and calio
amongtheinstrunents she
stopped and listanecd to

Thisalsomeanithe Popewasin
town, and ahe was delighted to
see hin adcressing tha peonlein
front of St Pelar’s Basilica, not far
from the hotel. Amongthe other
sxes croseed off on her ‘Rome
aitractions'bingo card were the
Panthaon, the Treui Fount #in, the
Colosseumand the Torre
Argantina Cat Sanctusry insmong
some enclentruins. 1also ticked
off aoisral of Lhese Gnow fhal
night back ot La Mingrva, aleng
w1th an GG atory PIL-Stop At one
ofthe ubigutousgelaterizs

MY MARCO SIMONE DEEUT

For meg, it was good tofinaly see
Marco Simone inthe flesh snd
reducemy ‘hame Ryder Cup
venues not yet played' count
down 1o one (Le Golf Kational).
Having talizn Ryder Cupper
CastantinaRocea on hand ora
fewi tips added to the occasion es
| tearmed upwithan American
called Nick ta take ontwo more
Amaricans - Jasonand Shaun,

The 12t 15 strangvisually osit
climDbs genvly toaards a
llercoaster orsen and distant,
ow-capped mountaing. There's
awell-bunlerecshort par 3 at the
Jow point en the4th, and tha front
nine cdloses withtwe par 55 aither
side of the samelake Eventhe
y-uponthe 8th isno pushouer.
Thebacknineventures cnto
Hgherground, with rsk-reward on
178 Nthwwhare you naed to decids
how much tc take on esthehole
climbsandtumsieft slongside o
¢itoh. The 12thisa big downhill
dogleg-leftwithe scintilloting
ariusand beforelong you'rs
KANUING on the 'STh e, a :Nort
rek-rawargpar 4 thatsarved up
muchdrama in 2023, By this stage,
aur match was well and truly lost

ITELY ON THE DRIENT EXPRESS

s00nly personal pride vas
arfectedby ny Nnging the water
offzhe tee, then three -putting the
eracking par-3 17thand finding
water again on the excelent 18th

ALLABOARD LADOLCE VITA

Butas | made my way backta La
Minervanatelto bereunited with
myweary wife, 3 guisy up-and-
down frem BOyards to salvage
bogey on 18 hia buoyed me, Back
atthe hotol, 2 quartat was playing
nthe Minervz Bar, where we wera
presented with Licks s to maks our
journey on LaDolee VitaDrient
EXpress”|Lalzn Swing’ armeia
{carrdage D, cabin 3).

Wie were greetedon hosrd by
thesmiling staff, fined upinfront

QOne of the cabins
and the eveding
entaria

Tho caurys et Angoniacio in

ofthe train, and then finally got to
underciand the nead ror thestrict
boggage limits asthe cabin was
elegant and eosy but space was
understandably at a premmum, so
carefu) argani3ation was recuired,
fAgthe rain pullad away, we
headed to the resiaurant car for
thafiret of three dinners
exquisitely arafted by Micnenn-
starredenef, Heinz Beck. Veal
stuffadwithdrisc Fruitina
pistachio crust was the pick of our
First night's multiple ceurase, Noar
thaend, a reving darinettistand
singer sppeored inLhe carrioges Lo
ertice us inte the dar, andwho
V1€ Ve 1O r€81517 | gOLLO
experience Tuscan whisky forthe
risst time - for me, highly palatatile
h Fvanilla and Spoysid

maltwith a hint ofCognac.

We had covered many of the
S00kmfrem Rome to Fasana in
Puglia by thetimewe tumedin, As
wie ploughac on through thenight,
athoucht occurred to me... when
tha train banced sharply, might |
roil ot of bed ar would my bady
suocorsciously braceitself to
remain’lrmly onthe mattross? AN
can sayis that atno polnt did |
awaka to find mysall ontha



floor,butlcan'treallyanswer the
sevond poit of e guesticn.

A short drive from fasano
stationestne course at San
Daomenico, which I'd played scon
aftar it opened 22 years ago. Whie
individual holeshad shipped from
my memory | reslly rememberec
thowildflowor acas dotted about
and was glad to see some were stiil
there Thelayoutis mainly flat wich
3o vinws ot fimes, especially on
tha back nize cloger o thecoast.

The occastonal hoie came back
o meonaoright andbreen day
and | did remember that some
bunkers were sleeper-faced,
Including one attha raar ofthg
wondarful par-313th, played
ecross okind of waste area There's
wateron the 1st and Sth, whila the
2na and Sra play towiards the sea.
Fromthna 6thto the 8th, thapis
plenty of challer ge on and around
tha greena, which we e quick for

November Aftera finelunch
helbway, the broeze fraahonod
further ang holes like 16 and 16
closest 1o the sea plajyed very
toughintathe wind

In & rstum match, itwas looking
forlom for my partnerand me,
Laling Comle four. Fowevar,
sidedby ample shotsoves thelast
tour hales, we von them allwith
gritty pars to saatch an uniikely
halt. Wnileall thatarama was
unfolding, my w'fe wss ralaking st
the superbBorgo Egrazia spa next
door, enjoying amazsageend dins
in thepools.

Thetrainstaffwerethere to

ome us bhack an board, and we

E] ec away tima in the bar befors

ITALT O THE DRIENT EXPRESS

dimeraswe szt offonthelong
fret neith b Tuscony. Mare ldian
wire and whis<y were taken before
asplenaid meal tnas staned with
amole cold cus and chesse and
ended on 3 cessertol chocolste,
mascarpane, hazelnut ard
chestnuts, wh ch was beyondrich

BATTUNG THE ELEMENTS

Sadly, next daythe weather had
turted and opening the blinds
revealeda grey, wotlandscaps,
The flrststation slon | saw was
Altima, but we alighted at
Grossete for the heur'’s drive to
thefing Tom Weiskopf courseat
Castiglion delBosca. I'd plavedit
tenyears ago, 5o knew whet o treat
|y in stars, s wall-bunkerad layout
with many cicver, testinggreen
cemplexss and views to dia for,
Studying a weather app as ue
come back up fromthe rangs, the

Saving bogeyon 18
atMarco Simone
nttervisitinglvater

manager suggestad we might just
et away withit, and we did... for
fiveholes. After that, wemost
dgennitey 0IoNat, and got a real
drenching asthe courseturned
Dbackino a stong wind 1o
complete the figure-of-sightfront
nire. | was Gelighted to serape
thraa bogeysand a par teforethe
sanctuary of the wondesful
clibhouse, where 2 rastorative
lunch ard glazs of the fasulous
local Brunallowine helped usto
dryout, atleast mentally,

Having thought play had been
callad for theday, lwas surprised
when a slightimprovement
(dafinitely not abrightening) had
my American friends clamouring
for more 'm not sure Cestiglion
dalBases vaslly had inmined
English ‘ournalistsdrying off s00ks
and trougors with a halreryer nthe
locker room, but I managed totee
off o the inviting but awkwacly
angled cownnill 10th with stleast s
Vaque 5ense of dryness.

The rain held offfor the excellent
back nire on which you ean optte
take onthe par-513thata
whopping bEb yards, a clorious
ho'e played from an elevated e
garing back down the valley. The
American pai beatus fair anc
square this time, closingthings
ouron ihe strong, uphill 17¢h, The
rainwasjuststartingagainaswe
all wedged itcloseon tha cracking
littiz 19th hole, named Brunello,

The &thgreen ana
clubhoiaa st
Domenizo InPuglia

As wehesced bick tomee! the
train onee mora, my wifa toldme
ollabout her Brungllo wine-testing
{2 newly dovd opad ilking For the
reds), and hertour of the stuniing
Rosewood Caatiglion del Bosco
rewortsetainie way abovetie
Qolf cowse, Back onboard, I'm
pretty surews headed away from
ou next destnation fora whie as
ouwr finalgama2 wasat The
Argentario #esort,alsa in Tuszany,

ne and Arger

Before that, there wos one final
superb maeal to eavout, fallowed by
the stangout entertainment of the
woolk provided by a taonted and
amusing singerand his piano- and
saxophone-play ng necomplices
The werds may often have keen
talian butwe anunderstood the
sentiment and everyone jolned in,
Top-class from Al concerned,

Sadly. top-class dicn’t describe
e rieathar agin next day at

leam traditions

IRNL=EX00R3S,
vitafitineraries/

Argentaria andalthaughwa
warmed upinthadryand
optimism hung i theair, the rain
arrived in gbuncancealtarfour
holesand never lot up, such thot
this time, no-ons warted to
VENTUIE DAcK GUC arter Mne. We
musthavecut comicfigures with
Oulwdterproofs, clouing end
shoes drying infrontof 2 roaring
Iag Hre over anather super lunch,
PossOly partly created by my wire.

While we wera getting soaked,
she'cbeenlearring how tomake
and sarve authentic ltalian pastaat
tha resort :nd was convinced one
of the gighos was hernand work,
Either way It was deliclous

UNDAMPENED SPIRITS

As farthe coursa thenins nales|
played veoie fun, witha deaw o real
3saatearlyan, particularlyon tha
attrastively bunkerec par-52nd
that darts surprigingly to the loft
late cn. We were still st about.
sbleto cnjoy the distant
Medierranean vewsawayto the
leftas weo tacklod a cheoky pin
position on the shortsh par-3 6th,

Aswe Doarded thetrain for the
finaltwo-hour leg back to Rome's
Ostiense Station, | made amental
noteto oneday return Lo finksh my
round ot Aigentario, lcertainly
hopeanother trp like this might
fall my wayagair asithad beena
resl adventure, :nd al.hough the
weather had dampen=d things on
the coursefor owr final twe rounds,
it hao definitelynot dampened
apirits on boarathetrain.

After pulling into Cstiense, we
had cne final trest - adrinks
receptionintheOrienat Exprass’
spacious and stylish La Dajee Vita
lounge, Ingaired by the spiritef the
1960z It rounded off the mood
and fzel ofthe wholatrip
braurifullyos we headed back foro
final night st Ls Minerva before
Mying Back to reality next morming.



La Dolce Vita Orient Express Unveils Two
Exceptional February 2026 Itineraries:
Carnival Party and Valentine's Day

EIETQ - Em

In February 2026, La Dolce Vita Orient Express celebrates the art of
travel through two itineraries conceived as immersive cultural and
sensory experiences. From the exuberance of the Venetian
Carnival to the intimacy of a romantic escape to Verona, the train
offers two rare interludes.
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O the evening of February 13th, guests board i Rome. From the moment o departure, he atmosphereis

intimate and refinec. A three-Michel stared dinner by Heinz Beck,accompanied by fve music, tums the
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On February 15th the trainretums to Rome. Guests depart with the mern

The Carnival Party — 16 — 17 February 2026 | 2 days — 1 night

T mark Camival,La Dolce Vita Orient Express presents an elegant and festve journey linking Rome to

thetracition o masks dates back t the 131h centy

The voyage begins in Rome wilh aprvate w

re at the La Dol Vit louns

" board,  gastronomic
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lunch by thee starte chef Heiz Beck passage
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A stop in Siens offers ime to explore the mecdeval ity Guests may wander it narrow strets or choose
from a curated seection of cultral experiences: a prvate visi 0 the Duomo, exclusve access 10 isori

vade and the

palazz immersion i the vadiions of the or an ntracuction o the anciet ar of
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The folloing marning, thetainarivs at Venezia Santa Lucia Venic, i the heightof Camival,extends the
experience trough s call,on St Mark Sauare and within the masked

s for which it renowned. The

Journey concludes, but the Voyage continue:
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LA DOLCE VITA ORIENT EXPRESS
UNVEILS TWO EXCEPTIONAL
FEBRUARY 2026 ITINERARIES:

CARNIVAL PARTY AND
VALENTINE'S DAY

January 26, 2026

In February 2026, La Dolce Vita Orient Express celebrates the art of travel through
two tineraries conceived as immersive cultural and sensory experiences. From the
exuberance of the Venetian Carnival to the intimacy of a romantic escape to Verona
the train offers two rare interludes.

Valentine's Day - Love Is on the Rails

13 - 15 February 2026 | 3 days - 2 nights | Rome - Verona - Rome

For Valentine's Day, La Dolce Vita Orient Express offers a romantic escape between
Rome and Verona, the legendary city of Romeo and Juliet.

On the evening of February 13th. guests board in Rome. From the moment of
departure, the atmosphere is intimate and refined. A three-Michelin-starred dinner
by Heinz Beck, accompanied by live music. turns the train into a world apart. On the
morning of February 14th, the train arrives in Verona.

The day is devoted to discovery: Juliets balcony. Renaissance palazzi. sunlit piazzas.
A private musical experience, conceived as a contemporary serenade, deepens the
immersion.

That evening, back on board, a Valentine's dinner specially designed for the
occasion accompanies the return journey. The mood favours intimacy.

On February 15th, the train returns to Rome, Guests depart with the memory of a
Journey written for two.

Discover the itinerary: https:/ ! love-
ils/

The Camnival Party

16 - 17 February 2026 | 2 days - 1 night

To mark Camival, La Dolce Vita Orient Express presents an elegant and festive
Journey linking Rome to Venice, where the tradition of masks dates back to the 13th
century. The voyage begins in Rome with a private welcome at the La Dolce Vita
lounge

On board, a gastronomic lunch by three-Michelin-starred chef Heinz Beck
accompanies the passage through vineyards and olive groves

Astop in Siena offers time to explore the medieval city. Guests may wander its
narrow streets or choose from a curated selection of cultural experiences: a private
visit to the Duomo, exclusive access to historic palazzi, immersion in the traditions of
the Contrade and the Palio, or an introduction to the ancient art of gold-leaf painting
led by local artisans,

As evening falls, the train is transformed. Fine dining gives way to a masked
celebration: live music, piano bar and Carnival-inspired games create the
atmosphere of a ball carried along the rails

The following morning, the train arrives at Venezia Santa Lucia. Venice. in the height
of Camival. extends the experience through its calli, on St Marks Square and within
the masked balls for which it is renowned. The journey concludes, but the Voyage
continues

Discover the tinerary : hitps: ry/the-
carnival-party
Share i
X X @ Faceook
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BEST REINVENTION
ORIENT EXPRESS

Orient Express has held a near-mythic
place in the globetrotting firmament since
launching in 1883, but its recent reinvention
- following Accor’s full acquisition in 2022
and its partnership with LVMH in 2024 -
signals a decisive expansion into offering a
wider remit of luxury travel experiences.
The reboot began last April with Orient
Express La Minerva in Rome, the brand’s
first hotel, set within a 17th-century palazzo
on Piazza della Minerva. Designer Hugo
Toro’s renovation created a deft dialogue
between eras: mineral palettes, art deco-
inflected geometry and Roman cues distilled
into 93 guest rooms. In parallel, the brand

076 Wallpaper*

introduced La Dolce Vita Orient Express,
a slow-travel statement piece, designed by
Dimorestudio, that channels the high-gloss
glamour of 1960s Italy. Kitted out with
cabins and suites that can accommodate up
to 62 guests, the train traces 16,000km across
14 regions and 131 cities through Italy.
Momentum continues with the opening
in early 2026 of its second hotel, Orient
Express Palazzo Dona Giovannelli in Venice,
a1sth-century architectural feat reimagined

Above, with interiors by Dimorestudio, the 12-carriage
luxury sleeper train La Dolce Vita Orient Express
embodies the spirit of midcentury Italian glamour

by Aline Asmar d’Amman, while another
milestone will follow at the end of the year
with the debut of Orient Express Corinthian,
a sailing yacht conceived by Maxime
d’Angeac, the group’s artistic director. The
vessel will depart from Lisbon in October for
a 14-night transatlantic voyage to Barbados.
Completing the arc, the original Orient
Express train - comprising 17 carriages
from the 1920s and 1930s found abandoned on
the Poland-Belarus border - will return to
service. Thirty artisans have been enlisted to
restore the train under d’Angeac’s direction,
reviving the craftsmanship and allure that
defined its golden age. % orient-express.com

Photography: Mr Tripper



Wallpaper* Design Awards: Orient Express wins Best
Reinvention 2026




Orient Express Venezia, Venice
A palazzo transformed in Cannaregio

8 years inthe making, the Orient Express Venezia hotel takes residence in a remarkable 15th-
century palazze, blending historical luxury and romance with the brand’s signature take on slow
travel. There's a lot to look forward te here, as cne of Venice's most anticipated openings in years,
but perhaps most intriguing are the internal courtyard, terraces, garden and exceptional interiors,
elevated by antique frescoes, Murano glass chandeliers, and a museum-worth of original features
offering a distinct connection to Venice's storied past. Despite its scale, there are just 47 elegant
rooms, each a sanctuary of impeccable design, with details like painted frescces, marble reliefs
jutting from heavy frames, and luxurious finishes like marble bathrooms and exquisite Rivolta
Carmignani linens.

The rooms are fabulous, of course, but ask your Travel Designer about the Signature Suites, which
boast 19th-century frescoes and enviable views of Venice's emerald canals.
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21JANUARY2026 = ORIGINALS
o, -

-

e e

RN 1

In 2025, Sleeper reported on the landmark openings shaping the luxury hotel landscape. In some of the
world’s most alluring capital cities, hospitality giants expanded their footprints, from The Chancery
Rosewood in London to Fairmont Tokyo, while carefully crafted interiors enhanced the design landscape, as
seen in the historic grandeur of Rosewood Amsterdam and the superyacht-inspired
Dubai.

neirah sa al Arab in

Meanwhile, the anticipated reopening of Waldorf Astoria New York marked a return to opulent luxury and
heritage hospitality, a trend that was only reinforced at the AHEAD Awards, with Orient Express La Minerva
winning Hotel of the Year at AHEAD Europe before going on to pick up AHEAD Global’s Ultimate Accolade.

As 2026 gets underway, the statistics point to another busy year for the industry. According to THP, there are
8,557 projects in the global pipeline, 36% (2,699) of which are slated to debut in 2026; introducing a total of
466,848 new rooms worldwide.

With thousands of new openings on the horizon, we’ve sifted through the data to bring you our pick of the
very best hotels stepping onto the scene over the next 12 months:

Delano, Miami Beach

Following a complete renovation, Delano Miami Beach will reopen its doors in early 2026, featuring a design
that pays homage to its Art Deco roots and Mid-Century Miami style. The South Beach property has stood as
a gold-coast icon since 1947 and will continue this legacy with a design that integrates heritage with modern
elegance, from the iconic entrance curtains to the lobby’s restored hexagonal columns.

EXPRESS CHECK-OUT - Developer: Cain International - Operator: Ennismore - Architecture and Interior
Design: Elastic Architects, Ennismore in-house

RELATED POSTS

17 January 2025 12 January 2024 28 February 2022
Sleeper Presents: Toj : Top new hotel Sleeper Presents: February’s hottest
openings of 2025 openings of 2024 hotel openings
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aMinerva Rome has opened its luxu amman

pa which draws on the legacy of Roman thermae and the

Architect Hugo Toro and conceived as a place of transformation, The Spa offers a journey through baths and

stage prepares the next. This approach echoes the spiri of the Orient Ex;

time slows, and eac journey

understood as a passage, a crossing, and a ully immersive sensory experience.
The Spals essence is structured around steam and a sequenced spatial progression nspired by the three stages of the ancient thermal
fitua: the tepidarium, a temperate space of gradual acclimatisation; the calidarium, a warm environment combining pools and steam; and

he frgidarium, the inalinvigorating cold bath,

lown Murano glass fxtures cast a soft

Spaces alternate between shared relaxation areas, and single and double treatment rooms. Hand
candleike glow heightening the tactile atmosphere. Brown travertne, red and veined marble, Roman-style plaster and stained ok create
a powerful dialogue of textures. The contrast of stone, wood and richly woven texiles, ncluding the canopy beds in e relaxation area,

anchors the space n a distinctly earthy, elemental sensibily.

Afinely crafted marble hamman rses as the heart of The Spa, surrounded by delicate fountains resembling Triton basins, echoing those

in the hotels guest rooms. Contempor

y moucharabieh screens fitr sightiines, deepening the exploration of light and texture.

ing a dialogue between East and W

The hammarm, an ancient Ottoman purification itua, integrates Roman nfluences, estab

ecalling the historic route of the Orient Express linking Paris to Constantinople,

Among the reatments offered, the signature ituals Dea Minerva and Stop Constantinople invite guests on a complete sensory journey.

nts. Raxul

roseinfused foot baths, aromatic steam, kassa exfoliation, ghassoul clay w

shed,

s foaming massages, and face and hair treatr

ituals leave guests feeling ref with their senses awakened and skin radiant. Passed down from Byzantium to lstanbul, these:

experiences celebrate the regenerative power of water, heat, and toueh

=.—
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Furtuna Skin, the Halan luxury skincare house rooted in regenerative agriculture and clinically proven performance, i the exclusive
skincare partner of The SPA at Orient Express La Minerva. Formulated using ingredients cultivated on the brand's 800-

i, widfor

organic estate
ordance

raged botanicals, and medicinal herbs grown

in Sicly, La Furtuna Estate, ts products hamess extra-virgin o

with biodiversity-led restoration practices. Deeply aligned with the Spa's reverence for ancient itual and elemental healing, Furtuna Skin's

approach bridges heritage and high-performance,

"At Furtuna Skin, our philosophy has always been rooted in th idea that true beauty is born from ritua, heritage, and a deep respect fo

a at Orient Express La Minerva fel like a natural extension of that belief. The

he land. Partnering ith Th

estoration aligns with our own commitment to ime-honored botanicals and

puification traditions, historic elegance, and hois

transformative wellness. - Agatha Relota Luczo, Furtuna Skin Founder & CEO

Obsidian treatments, including the signature Furtuna Skin x La Minerva Exclusive Vibrancy Facial, have been developed for The Spa,

combining manual techniques, beauty tools such as an obsidian Gua Sha, and natural actve ingredients, The treatments signed by

Furtuna Skin designed nature's most potent skin-reviving ingredients, and awaken the senses with unique combinations of circulatory

stimulation and detoxifying techniques.

Simone Giorgi, General Manager of Orient Express La Minerva states: *Colaborating with Furtuna Skin represens a meaningul a

o Orient Express La Minerva. Together, we have created an experience that elevates our wellness offering through a shared lalian

Ottoman rituals, while

heritage, and exceptional know-how and craftsmanship. Our spa offer our guests an exclusive journey inspired b

remaining deeply connected to the vibrant heart of Rome and land-driven innovation

mplete the experience. Equipped with Te

ogym Astis and dedicated

atallhours, The Gym and The Kinesis Ros

unctional training tools, each session may be guided by a personal rainer upon request, with programmes in fitness, yoga or Pilates

tallored to your individual goals.
The Spa at Orient Express La Minerva is a coherent architectural ensemble, where space,ritual, and movement converge in a holistc path
toregeneration. Inspired by the ancient healing traditons of the East, s treatments transport guests on a sensarial journey that evokes.

distant cultures and timeless ituals, offering an immersive experience of wellness in the heart of the Eternal Ciy.

More from CONCIERGE

Capella Hotels opens Capella Kyoto, its first property
in Japan

will open on 22 March 2026, just as Kyotas
ing peak.

tin the historic Fouow us

000000

Four Seasons Hotel Tokyo at Marunouchi reopens
following renovations
Fobrua crp-wrey Get notified on new
posts

Four Seasons Hotel Tokyo at Marunouchi is now taking reservations for stays starting

Apil 29,2026, Marking a thoughtiu evlution
? 0 “ o ‘Subscribe to notifications

INDIGO London K West Shepherd’s Bush opens March
2026 Newsletter

The new hotel which is owned by the Lancaster Landmark Hotel Company (The Landmark

London; Royal Lancaster London) wil feature.
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NOW OPEN: Paolino Capri at Orient Express La
Minerva

From now until Sunday, April 26th, 2026, I the heart of the Eternal Ciy,Just steps away from the.
Pantheon, willhost a special collaboration celebrating lalian
hospitality through a new culnary journey.

two ltallan acommon
vision and values: authentic hospitality, radition, and experience as a memory to be shared.

Aworldwide and 3 to Rome the

timeless atmosphere of s iconic lemon grove. At . located n the iconic lobby of
Orient Express La Minerva, the signature yellow and green hues of the isiand and therestaurant
take center stage, transforming the space, decorated for the occasion with evocative lemon trees.

Founded i the 19705 by the De Martino family and now led by the founders’ grandchildren Lino,
Michela and Arianna, Paclino Capri continues to tell an authentic story rooted in tradition. Today, it
2 hospitaity

expressed with natural elegance.

The result s a gastronomic experience that brings together the lavors, colors and atmosphere of
the world's most famous island, Capriith those of the Eternal City, Rome.

The artistic ceramics featured In the mise en place at La Minerva Bar are the result of a shared
vision between Lino di Paolino and renowned Capri-based artist and ceramist Sergio Rubino,

evoking nature and the joyful Mediterranean aesthetic.

The menu celebrates Caprese and Campanian culinary traditions with iconic dishes from Paolino

Capr's cuisine, respect for

Starters include Paciino's grilled mazzarella on lemon leaf and the icoric Bomba Paolino with

fresh Fist courses range with fresh cherry tomatoes

or lemon to the timeless Paolino Mezzi Paccheri

“ and Lemon Main courses feature

Id-style half chicken, and
Grillediam ibs with Anacapri olive ol

Subscribe to
DRIFT Travel Magazine
It's FREE

Email

(7] 1 agree o receive emais andior SMS text messages, with the
understanding that | may easiy opt-out of these communications
atany tme ater 5g7ing up

ostival i A
‘Announces R&B Royalty Monica 128-Day Luxury World Voyage
‘and Brandy as Headiners.

DRIFT Staff

f @ x @

RELATED ARTICLES
The P
- February 12,2028
Residence, Hue Delves De isine With

B = Eat Your Way Around the World: 5 Gastronomic Hotspots

E—

READ Online

Order prin Coples

DRIFT

ABOUT US
o you with th

FOLLOW US




MOTORS . 116 SKI: SOLDEN . 122 SEA CONTAINERS . 135
SKI: COURCHEVEL . 118 ORIENT EXPRESS . 126 SPIRITS . 137

LIVING LA DOLCE VITA. 126

“The golden age of travel
may have departed, but
here a chink of light shines
down on the tracks.”

PHOTOGRAPH by Mr Tripper
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TRAVEL // ORIENT EXPRESS

LIVING LA
DOLCE VITA

The Orient Express debuts La
Dolce Vita, an all-new ltalian
luxury train. BEN WINSTANLEY
embarks on a trip of a lifetime

squaremile.com

‘squaremile.com

TAKE A SEAT:
The elegantly
appointed Suite
Cabins on board La
Dolce Vita Orient
Express are like
something straight
out of blockbuster

- complete with
cinematic views of
the ltalian countryside
whizzing by outside
the window.

RY AS HARD as I might, it's impossible

to shake the cinematic theme when

riding aboard the Orient Express.
Everything before you seems to plunge you
ever deeper into the protagonist role while
the most famous train on Earth rumbles
along at a pace of your own making.
I can’t really stress just how immersive it is.
There’s the costume changes into elegant
evening attire, soundtrack from a live band,
and a stellar cast of supporting actors
whose role it would appear is to make you
feel every bit the star of the silver screen
that, for the duration of your journey at
least, perhaps you are. It has the effect of
making one feel rather important.

Before we embark, I'm under strict
obligation to assure you that no murders
took place on this particular Orient Express
journey, nor did the stunningly appointed
carriages of the new-for-2025 La Dolce Vita
train arrive From Russia with Love. However,
if this is indeed the sequel to The Orient
Express as we know it, there is no doubt
thatit’s just as box office as the original.

When Accor assumed full ownership
of the Orient Express brand in 2022 (later
joined by LVMH as a strategic partner in
2024), it set in motion a new direction of
travel for the grande dame of locomotives.
The 142-year-old icon is currently
undergoing the fastest expansion in its
storied history with the aim of creating a
comprehensive luxury travel ecosystem
that includes not only restored historic
train services - such as the Orient Express
La Dolce Vita we'll be boarding shortly, as
well as the recently announced Paris-to-
Istanbul route launching in 2027 - but also
luxury hotels in Rome and Venice, and the
world’s two largest sailing yachts set for
introduction next year.

The Orient Express cinematic universe
is growing at a rate of knots but the
unavoidable question is how a new train
could capture the spirit of its Belgian
founder Georges Nagelmackers?

Following a visit to the United States in
the 1860s, the visionary creator of the Orient
Express was so enthralled by the sleeping
cars of industrialist George Pullman that
he dreamed of bringing this mode of long-
distance transportation to Europe - only
more refined and luxurious. By the time
the Orient Express embarked on its maiden
journey from Paris to Vienna on 5 June 1883,
he and his Compagnie Internationale des
Wagons-Lits had not only succeeded but left
an indelible mark on the travel industry.

Travelling across Europe today is
scarcely recognisable from that golden age
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of transportation. Budget airlines rule the
skies, innumerable cars clog the roads, and
high-speed trains are an inefficient hassle
(I'shan’t mention our own British rail
network). Yet the Orient Express persists as
aname synonymous with luxury, intrigue,
and romance in European rail travel.

La Dolce Vita Orient Express, Italy’s first
luxury train created in collaboration with
the Arsenale Group, takes this concept and
shapes it into a love letter to Italian culture
and heritage. Traversing 14 regions, across
eight exclusive itineraries and a grand total
of 600 annual trips, the route takes in many
of the nation’s most prized assets: whether
that’s the canals of Venice, Portofino’s awe-
inspiring coves, or the famed vineyards of
Montalcino. This is Italy reflected through
the lens of 1960s-1970s glamour and paired
with the quintessential hospitality of
which the Orient Express is best known.

The opening scene, like any good movie,
takes place in a grand room alive with
activity. La Dolce Vita Lounge at Rome’s
Ostiense Station was designed by French-
Mexican architect and designer Hugo Toro
who has deftly amalgamated 1960s Italian
design into the historic space to create
something that oozes sumptuous class out
of every pore. Under a lacquered ceiling
dressed with Murano-glass tubelights
and silver fans reminiscent of old three-
blade airplane propellers, train staff glide
across the mosaic-tiled floor as guests
chatter excitedly while sipping glasses of
sparkling Franciacorta. There’s a pianist
gently tinkering on the ivories, the grand
piano’s glossy black surface the darkest
shade in a room that features a mélange
of warm textiles, leather seating and
varnished wood cabinetry. Somewhere
woven into the fabric of it all is a crackling
sense of anticipation that threatens to
overwhelm the entire occasion. The whole
thing conjures images of those foggy train
station scenes from Noél Coward’s Brief
Encounter and its star-crossed lovers. It
wrenches you from the bustling metropolis
of modern-day Rome and suspends you in
atime period far removed from our own. >
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The opening scene, like
any good movie, takes
place in a grand room
alive with activity
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- The old adage “It’s not the destination,
it's the journey” seems particularly
appropriate for La Dolce Vita’s brand of
opulent slow travel, but especially so
when one considers that our start and end
point should both be Rome. For the next
three nights, we will meander through the
train’s “Italian Swing” itinerary, a masterful
combination of three of my favourite
things: excellent cuisine, generous
imbibement, and top-tier golf. It's one of
two golf-focused itineraries La Dolce Vita is
hosting and, while it’s perhaps not a world
first, it's most certainly one of the most
unique experiences that any passionate
enthusiast could wish to enjoy.

Italy is a perennially underrated golf
destination in the wider game, in spite of
its successful hosting of the 2023 Ryder
Cup at Marco Simone - our first stop of
the itinerary. But La Dolce Vita delves
beyond this well-publicised European Golf
Design and Tom Fazio Il layout to lesser-
appreciated venues equally deserving
of the attention of players everywhere.
Puglia’s San Domenico layout draws golfers
in with its coastal location but its verdant
agriculture leaves a lasting impression; The
Club at Castiglion del Bosco shows off the
spellbinding landscape of Tuscany in the
shadow of Montalcino; while Argentario
Golf & Wellness resort offers panoramic
views of the Monte Argentario peninsula.

Aboard La Dolce Vita, golf is cunningly
interlaced into a narrative that speaks
proudly of its Italian heritage. I've written
in the past about how golf has this
wondrous ability to speak of a sense of
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place, a quality of existing in harmony with
its surroundings rather than rebelling
against nature (as some doth protest),
but rarely have I been so certain of my
assertions than in consuming four of Italy’s
finest golf courses in one comprehensive
gulp. If this is, indeed, a romantic movie,
then golf herself is our leading lady.

But there is more exposition required
before we go any further. As we sidle
from our seated position in the lounge
to the platform, La Dolce Vita’s gleaming
carriages loom into focus alongside an
almost never-ending line of staff who stand
abreast with beaming smiles and warm
‘buonaseras’. It takes a village to operate
a train service of this magnitude - atany
one time there are approximately 35 team
members working on board, including
train manager, conductors, stewards, chefs,
waiting staff, dishwashers, bartenders,
technicians, musicians and performers
-and almost all of them are here at the
outset wishing you welcome.

And then there’s the train itself.
Painstakingly fashioned by craftsmen
over a period of four years and racking
up approximately €280m in production
costs, this is not only one of the largest
undertakings of its kind, but the crown
jewel in Italian railway engineering.

Goodness me, she’d stop you dead in
your tracks. Dressed in a glossy midnight
blue exterior featuring a burgundy trim
and brass accents, La Dolce Vita’s 12
restored carriages (comprising 12 deluxe
cabins, 18 suite cabins and one La Dolce
Vita Suite), originally Z1 Italian models,

A FAIRWAY TO TRAVEL: [Left] La Dolce Vita offers many
itinerary options, including two that focus on ltaly’s golf
courses - including Castiglion del Bosco in Tuscany.

underwent extensive restoration work
carried out in Brindisi and Palermo to
create this rolling palace.

Designed by the Milan-based practice
DimoreStudio - which drew inspiration
from Italian design masters of the 1960s
and 1970s including Gio Ponti, Gae Aulenti,
Osvaldo Borsani, Carlo Scarpa, and Ignazio
Gardella - each space on board seems to
carry with it a purposeful retelling of 20th-
century glamour through contemporary
eyes. The colour palette and choice of
materials have been carefully selected
to conjure images of train carriage
interiors from days gone by. It's an elegant
combination of walnut and lacquered
wood, smoked glass and mirrors, suede-
like Alcantara fabric, leather, marble and
polished brass. In other words, it’s bold,
architectural, sophisticated, and, quite
frankly, gorgeous to look at.

As we are greeted by our personal
conductor at the steps to our carriage
(think of them as your primary point
of contact on board), 'm once again
confronted with that unplaceable sense
of nostalgia as we are shown to our suite
cabin. For those who have not experienced
luxury rail travel before, there is one
recurring trend when it comes to their
uncertainty: space. Encompassing 11
square metres, our suite cabin features a
double bed complete with a pillowy soft
mattress, sofa, armchairs and table, and a
surprisingly large en-suite bathroom (by
train standards, at least) that includes a
marble-topped sink basin and a rainfall
shower with excellent water pressure.

As for the question of storage, certainly
a concern of mine as a first-time Orient
Express traveller, the cabins are rather
ingenious in their solutions. The sofa
features a large pullout drawer more than
sufficient for a few days’ worth of clothing,
the chairs double as additional cubby holes
perfect for hiding away shoes, two shallow
wardrobes will fita couple of suits and a
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Aboard La Dolce Vita,
golf is interlaced into

a narrative that speaks
of its Italian heritage
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coat, while the bed has ottoman storage
ideal for stowing your unpacked carry-on
bags. A walk-in wardrobe this ain’t, yet my
wife and I found ample room for our golf
gear (our clubs were stored in a separate
carriage), evening attire and various
other bits and pieces. If you're imagining
space for a Globe-Trotter trunk’s worth

of clothing then perhaps manage your
expectations, but otherwise you can make
yourself right at home.

By the time we have freshened up and
taken it all in, there’s a soft knock on the
door and we are presented with a cordial
invitation for dinner later that evening:
aperitivos are served in the Wagon Bar
before we're to be seated in the Restaurant
Carriage for a procession of fine dining
dishes from the brilliant mind of three-
Michelin-starred chef Heinz Beck. It's the
signature act in a theatrical experience
played out in real time.

Negronis promptly fixed, we join our
fellow passengers on the communal sofas
and make polite conversation. It's worth
saying at this juncture that the social facet
of your time aboard La Dolce Vita may
not be for everyone. If you are a private
individual or decisively not a people
person at all (I sympathise...), I'd imagine
that there are elements of this convivial
environment you may find difficult at first.
However, I would implore you to push on.
There’s a rather joyous sense of community
that develops over the ensuing journey
and, though La Dolce Vita's glamour is
evident in the photography accompanying
this piece, I can assure you that it is
the people that bring these intricately
designed spaces to life.

The Wagon Bar is unashamedly my
favourite spot on board. The harlequin
print wall, incorporating a playful palette
of cream, blue, and orange tones, the
sinuous form of the custom sofas, the
fully stocked bar station (complete with
vintage Faema E61 Legend coffee machine)
goading you into one more for the road,
and the baby grand piano -it’s a room that
positively fizzes with raucous possibility.
But more on that later.

Heinz Beck’s involvement in La Dolce
Vita is a statement of culinary intent and,
oh boy, does it deliver. The chef’s flagship
Rome restaurant, La Pergola, is renowned
for its imaginative portrayal of Italian
cuisine - deeply connected to seasonality
and local ingredients, while elevating
traditional peasant-style dishes to never-
before-seen heights. Beck’s longtime
collaborator Walter Canzio executes the

‘squaremile.com

menus perfectly in a remarkably compact
galley kitchen, creating dishes that sing of
the regions whizzing by our window-side
seat. Menus change based on the market’s
freshest produce, but expect a dizzying
array of shellfish, pasta, Tuscan beef, and
perhaps a little truffle if you time your visit
accordingly. An ostensibly simple dish

of lobster, cooked to a perfect iridescent
sheen, and served with variations of
pumpkin rendered the entire carriage
speechless for one brief moment.

The restaurant, quite pointedly different
from the exuberance of the bar, is Mid-
Century Modern in its style - allowing
great food and conversation to take the
lead over elaborate decoration. Service is
effortless, the equal of numerous Michelin-
starred institutions I have visited over

the years, and yet disarmingly warm, a

DIVIDENDS

function of typical Italian hospitality that
comfortably bests similar establishments
in neighbouring European countries.

The wine flight, complimentary to all
passengers, is a thing of great beauty. By
design, it would appear that the sommelier
has chosen each bottle based on the local
wine region you'll be situated within the
following day; to get you in the mood, if you
will. Our arrival into Tuscany was signalled
by a 2023 vermentino from the acclaimed
Grattamacco estate in Bolgheri, followed
by a knock-your-socks-off 2022 Biondi-Santi
Rosso di Montalcino. Not for the first time
since arriving on board, I found myself
leaning across to my wife conspiratorially
and saying, “I could get used to this.”

I'shan’t spoil the rest of the plot too
much, but the subsequent few days blur
into a seamless montage of excerpts that >

TO THE BAR: [Top] The Wagon Bar is the beating heart of La Dolce Vita Orient Express - the final destination for most enjoyable
evenings on board the train. The space is designed for comfort, imbibement, and the odd live musical performance. [Above,
left and right] The train's interior design is consistently elegant from the Restaurant Carriage to the well-appointed cabins.
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Explore Antarctica like never before with
Seabourn's best offer of the year

Enjoy up to 15% savings, along with up to US$1,000
shipboard credit per suite on select expeditions to Antarctica.

immerse yourself in the White Continent with up-close
exploration on included Zodiac® cruises and onshore walks,
guided by our masterful 23-person Expedition Team. Explore
even further with optional kayak excursions, submarine dives,
Image Masters photography programme, and more.

Plan your voyage before this offer ends on 17 February 2026

Laory Wests
0344 338 8615 | Seaboum.com

AT i

ROOM WITH AVIEW: La Minerva Orient Express, the first standalone hotel from the luxury travel icon, is not only one of the
world's most beautifully designed hotels, but also boasts quite extraordinary views of Rome from its rooftop restaurant.

- tumble into one another almost too
swiftly to register their brilliance: playing
the electric final third of Marco Simone

as the sun hung low in the Roman sky,

the golden glow reflecting off the water
neighbouring the 18th green; waking up
aboard the train, raising the blinds and
seeing the Puglian coastline whizz past our
cabin window; a performance of Volare (Nel
Blu Dipinto Di Blu)' with the tuxedo-adorned
singer donning his finest Dean Martin
impression as guests rose to their feet to
dance; and The Club at Castiglion del Bosco
offering passengers unheralded excellence
whether the course, the facilities or the
hospitality, each of which is every bit the
measure of Europe’s finest private clubs.

Every phase of the journey is handled
by a team of showrunners who operate
the logistical side with such dexterity that
you needn’t concern yourself with trivial
matters like transfers, baggage, or dietary
requirements. The image of the proverbial
‘swan above water’ comes to mind.

In the spirit of illustrating the levels of
service I'm referring to, let me tell you a
story from our second evening on La Dolce
Vita. Picture the scene: we're in the Bar
Carriage in the waning hours, a few guests
lounge in the communal seats discussing
what to order as a nightcap before bed.
“What's your go-to drink?” one of my
companions enquires. I suggest that if my
back’s against the wall, you can’t beat a
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good martini. “Ah, I thought your favourite
cocktail was called a Back’s Against the Wall
-that’s a great name!” In that particular
way that can only accompany moderate
inebriation, what follows is a spirited
discussion about cocktail names before
someone suggests The Thomas Crown
Affair would make for an appropriate
tipple. The bartender, who had made his
way over to our seated position hurried
away only to return moments later
carrying a tray of freshly stirred drinks.
“This, gentlemen, is a Thomas Crown
Affair,” he declared with a knowing smile.
An on-the-spot riff on the classic Bamboo
cocktail, incorporating sherry, pinot grigio,
and a splash of calvados, it was a fitting end
to a glamorous evening. No doubt Steve
McQueen would have heartily approved.

There’s a lovely passage in Tim Parks’s
Italian Ways: On and Off the Rails from Milan
to Palermo where he talks about the charm
of a great station: “The train station is the
ideal scenario for greetings and farewells.
The car is too banal. What does it mean to
set off in a car? Nothing. The airport is too
exhausting and impersonal, the plane itself
remote, unseen, the barriers and security
disturbing. Here the powerful beast of the
locomotive thrusts its nose under the great
arch of the station.”

As we reluctantly disembark from La
Dolce Vita Orient Express one final time,
I can’t help but share in his wonderment.

DIVIDENDS

The golden age of travel may have long
departed, but here a chink of light shines
down on the tracks. This is luxury at its
most cinematographic, a grand sprawling
narrative whose white-hot passion for Italy
spills out at the seams.

Federico Fellini's famous 1960 film
La Dolce Vita shoulders a more melancholy,
at times all-too ironic, understanding of
the pursuit of pleasure, but on board the
Orient Express’s marvellous new train that
shares its name, life is very sweet indeed.

LA MINERVA ORIENT EXPRESS

As post-credit scenes go, you would be
hard pressed to match the instant allure
of La Minerva Orient Express. The first ever
hotel in the brand’s portfolio demanded
the same attention to detail and lavish
hospitality as its railway offerings, and on
this count it has delivered.

Designer Hugo Toro, the very same
who created the stylish opening gambit
for La Dolce Vita’s lounge, has poured his
ingenuity into the former site of a 17th-
century palazzo on Piazza della Minerva,
within touching distance of the Pantheon.
This is Toro’s first hotel commission and
he has treated the undertaking with the
same level of forensic attention that has
garnered him a lofty reputation in the
private residential sector.

Born on the French-German border to a
Mexican mother and French father, Toro’s
mixed heritage seems to have gifted him
aunique ability to tell stories through the
mediums of art and design. For La Minerva,
he was tasked with blending the building’s
heritage with a distinct edge of Art Deco
elegance - blurring the lines between its
Roman home and the Orient Express’s
typical design language.

Setting foot through its stepped
entrance is every bit as immersive as
boarding the train itself. Feeling decisively
glum about leaving La Dolce Vita behind us,
we gawped open-mouthed at the beauty we
discovered walking through La Minerva’s
hallway and into the central lobby-bar.
There are original Murano glass >
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The golden age of travel
may have departed, but
a chink of light shines
down on the tracks
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Designer Hugo Toro has
poured his ingenuity
into the former site of

a 17th-century palazzo

- chandeliers and a marble statue of
Minerva by 19th-century Italian sculptor
Rinaldo Rinaldi - artefacts from the hotel’s
former life - rugs and wood flooring echo
the Pantheon’s geometric ceiling patterns,
while a custom-designed facade, drawn by
Toro himself, lines the bar. It’s a beautiful
integration of multiple eras of design and
culture handled with kid gloves.

Almost everything you set your eyes
upon has been created bespoke for the new
hotel design. The furniture was crafted by
Italian artisans, including bedside tables
shaped like travel trunks and hand-painted
headboards in rose-hued tones recalling
the shifting light of the Eternal City. There’s
hand-painted bedroom ceilings, custom-
designed fabrics, and an expertly curated
selection of artwork dotted around the
hotel’s walls that mirrors the eclectic tastes
of its interior designer.

Our deluxe room continued this dream
sequence as we were shepherded into
a space that echoed the intimacy of the
luxury sleeper train we had just departed
from - but with the welcome addition of
more space. Admiring the rich palette of
textures, materials and colours that Toro
has used, I found myself in awe of their
distinctly Roman sensibilities.

One final bite of Italy awaited us on the
hotel’s rooftop restaurant, Gigi Rigolatto
Roma, which takes full advantage of its
location next to the Pantheon and offers
staggering views of the iconic rotunda,
beautifully illuminated as it is of an evening,
without the trivial concerns of the crowds.

Without a hint of hyperbole, La Minerva
is one of the most beautifully designed
hotels I have ever visited on my travels.

To me, it fuses the Art Deco grandeur

of Claridge’s with a heartfelt Roman
sensibility. Blessed with a frankly obscene
location and sympathetically restored by
arazor-sharp designer, it is an enchanting
opening salvo for the new-look Orient
Express portfolio. The iconic brand is on
its own journey at the moment, but on the
basis of my personal experience, it is most
certainly on the right track. m

Seemoreat ORIENT-EXPRESS.COM
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LA DOLCE VITA’S ‘ITALIAN SWING' TRAIN ITINERARY

DAY 1

PLAY: Marco Simone Golf & Country Club,
Guidonia, Rome

Host to the scintillating 2023 Ryder Cup,
Marco Simone is among the continent’s
most prestigious golfing destinations. Walk
in the footsteps of Europe’s greatest modern
players as you enter the electric final third

in an amphitheatre setting befitting of its
Roman roots. After your round, a private
transfer escorts you to La Dolce Vita Lounge,
where the stunning artistic direction of Hugo
Toro signals your departure from ordinary
life. The journey begins.

DAY 2

PLAY: San Domenico Golf, Savelletri, Puglia
Dawn bathes southern Italy in golden light
as La Dolce Vita glides towards the Adriatic
and San Domenico. This coastal golf course
unfolds in perfect rhythm with beautiful
surroundings — each hole a fusion of verdant
natural beauty and strategic intrigue. After

a rewarding day on the course, followed

by lunch in the clubhouse punctuated by
classic Puglian cuisine, return to refined
comfort: gourmet dinner, handpicked wines,
and live music stirring the Bar Car to life.

).\ ]

PLAY: The Club at Castiglion del Bosco,
Montalcino, Tuscany

Set amid the UNESCO-listed Val d’Orcia’s
rolling hills, this spectacular private course
meanders passed manicured vineyards,
ancient woodlands, and sweeping vistas.
The late Tom Weiskopf struck a masterful
balance of sporting challenge and total
immersion in the Tuscan countryside when
bringing this beauty to life. That evening,
enjoy a curated tasting menu crafted by
three-Michelin-starred Heinz Beck who
brings modern flair to traditional flavours.

DA A

PLAY: Argentario Golf & Wellness Resort,
Monte Argentario, Tuscany

Italy’s only PGA-licensed facility since
2019, Argentario offers a fitting finale. This
technically challenging course weaves
through sudden changes in elevation and
ancient olive groves, with panoramic views
over Orbetello Lagoon toward the Tyrrhenian
Sea. Your return to the train becomes a
moment to savor — enveloped once more
by impeccable service as Rome’s Ostiense
Station awaits for curtain fall.

squaremile.com
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THE BLEND
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A 15th-Century Palazzo in Venice I[s Now a

Hotel from the Historic Orient Express
Brand

The historic Orient Express train company’s second hotel transforms a 15th-century
residence into a 47-room retreat.

The new Orient Express Venezia is in the city's quieter Cannaregio neighborhood.



NEED TO KNOW: Orient Express Venezia opens March 30, 2026, marking the brand's second
hotel; reservations are now open.

LOCATION: 2292 Strada Nova | View on Google Maps
LOYALTY PROGRAM: Accor Live Limitless

RATES: From

BOOK NOW

Away from the tourist crowds in central Venice, the Palazzo Dona Giovannelli,a 15th-century aristocratic

residence, reopened as the new Orient Express Venezia on March 30, 2026.

In Cannaregio, a largely residential district, the palazzo sits on the Rio de Noale canal, with a pink-and-white
stone facade restored to reveal the neo-Gothic lancet windows of 15th-century architect Filippo Calendario,
who also worked on the Doge’s Palace. In the 18th century, the palazzo was renovated by Giovanni Battista
Meduna, who also worked on the city’s iconic Ca'd'Oro palazzo on the Grand Canal and the Teatro La

Fenice opera house.

The hotel is the second from Orient Express, the historic luxury train company, following Orient Express La
Minerva in Rome. The renovation, led by Paris-based architect and interior designer Aline Asmar dAmman,
took eight years and preserves key historic elements, including an octagonal staircase attributed to
Meduna, frescoes by 19th-century Venetian painter Francesco Hayez, and the 1548 gilded ballroom. The
property now includes 47 guest rooms and two apartments, combining contemporary interiors with

original neo-Gothic and baroque elements.



An eight-year restoration

Aline Asmar d’Amman, the architect and interior designer, worked on the restoration of Orient Express Venezia for eight
years. Photos by Giulio Ghira

“My architectural work is rooted in carrying heritage forward and a dialogue between the past and future,”

says Asmar dAmman.“To me, artistry and craftsmanship are the ultimate luxury.

Following in Meduna’s footsteps, she describes the renovation of “this 15th-century architectural crown
jewel of Venice”as a challenge: converting a residential mansion into a hotel while maintaining the imprint
of the families who lived there. Working in close collaboration with Italy’s heritage conservation authority,
Asmar dAmman and her team preserved mosaics, frescoes, and sculptures throughout. Their work also
required stabilizing the palazzo’s underwater foundations, involving the construction of a dam to drain

sections of the structure.

Today, guests arrive by the hotel’s private boat and enter through a courtyard garden—uncommon in
Venice—where chef Heinz Beck, famed for his Michelin three-star restaurant La Pergola in Rome, oversees

the fine-dining restaurant, alongside a more casual space in the former orangerie.



Interiors that connect past and present

Historical details, including painted ceilings and carved stone, abound in the guest rooms and public spaces.

Interiors incorporate Murano and crystal chandeliers, silk wall coverings, brocade upholstery,and a
collection of contemporary art “to dialogue with the past while exuding nowness.” says Asmar dAmman.
Materials include blue-veined marmorino plaster and Carrara marble, with carved wooden door frames and
Venetian sliding panels in dressing areas. References to the original Orient Express train include the art

deco-style Wagon Bar, inspired by its historic lounge cars.

Asmar dAmman sees the reimagined palazzo (which was vacant for years before the renovation) as an act
of cultural preservation, converting a historic residence into a hotel while maintaining its architectural and
cultural legacy.“Here, Venice comes into focus as it has always been,”she says,“a cosmopolitan crossroads

where East and West, scholarship and spectacle, share the same address.”

“I want visitors to feel drunk on beauty.”



@ firstclassjerk Edited - 19h
© The Orient Express just opened its
second hotel...this time in Venice
@orientexpress.venezia

We stayed at Orient Express La Minerva
last year in Rome...their first hotel...and
it's exactly what you'd hope for from a

ORIENT EXPRESS OPENS brand with that kind of legacy.
ITS SECON D HOTEL TO DAY'“ ° Now they've taken over a 15th-century
NEED TO GEr OUR A** TO VENICE palazzo in Venice. 47 rooms. Right

where two canals meet. This is the first
time this building has ever been a
hotel...but Venice was always part of the
original Orient Express route...so yes, we
need to get our a** to Venice.

#venice #newhotel #orientexpress
#luxuryhotel
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The A-List of Travel ®

LUXURY TRAVEL

MAGAZINE

Orient Express Venezia Opens: A 15th Century Palazzo
Reawakened

Orient Express unveils Orient Express Venezia at Palazzo Dona Giovannelli, the extraordinary rebirth of the 15th century
architectural jewel, owned by Arsenale Group, reimagined by architect and interior designer Aline Asmar dAmman as a
hotel, for the first time in nearly six centuries. A new icon in the brand’s constellation of ultra-luxury travel experiences, the
hotel invites guests into a world where Venetian history, contemporary artistry and the legendary spirit of the Orient
Express art of travel converge in perfect harmony. Once a celebrated crossroad on the legendary route from Paris to
Istanbul, Venice reclaims its role as a theatrical gateway for the Orient Express world of luxury travel.



Nestled in the quiet rhythm of Cannaregio, the Palazzo rises where two canals intertwine along the Rio di Noale, an address
of serenity, history,and cinematic beauty. Here, Orient Express introduces a new chapter in its Italian journey, following the
opening last year of the hotel Orient Express La Minerva in Rome and La Dolce Vita Orient Express, the luxury train
inaugurated in 2025.

Meticulously conceived by Aline Asmar d’Amman, known for her ability to weave heritage architecture with contemporary
artistic expression, the Palazzo has been restored with deep respect for its origin, introducing a sense of refined
contemporary elegance. Her creative vision shapes the journey in a sequence of wonders, informed by the stories
embedded in every architectural detail she unearthed. Embracing the Serenissima's legendary legacy as a gate between East
and West, she choreographs this theatrical journey, where imagination, craftsmanship, and centuries of Venetian culture
converge. The hotel features 47 uniquely crafted rooms, suites, and residences, where each space is elevated with
intentional interiors and singular atmosphere, reflecting the layered architectural history of the building and the romance of
Venetian living.

ATHEATRICAL VOYAGE, SET IN MOTION BY ORIENT EXPRESS

Palazzo Dona Giovannelli has long embodied the spirit of Venice as a crossroad of culture and imagination. In the mid-19th
century, Count Andrea Giovannelli commissioned architect Giovanni Battista Meduna, celebrated for restoring the
neighboring Ca' d'Oro, to reimagine its interiors withneogothic galore, Baroque accents, and the Palazzo’s iconic octagonal
staircase crowned by a celestial vault.

During the Ninth Congress of Italian Scientists in 1847, the Palazzo reopened as a stage for salons, debates, and grand
receptions. In these historical spaces, intellect and imagination thrived. Over the years, the Palazzo grew through love and
noble alliances, as reflected in the Salone Vittoria, a setting befitting royalty.

Today, Orient Express Venezia rekindles that spirit. As day shifts into night, The Grand Transformation subtly alters the
mood, lights soften,candles flicker, and the Palazzo becomes a theatre of shadows, reflections, and whispered intrigue. A
handpicked Cast of Characters guides guests through curated experiences, immersing them in a world where every moment
isan actin a larger narrative.

AMASTERPIECE RESTORED WITH DEVOTION AND WONDER

Aline Asmar d’Amman’s aesthetic vision unveils the Palazzo through a refined interplay of contrasts and memories,
intentional architecture, and poetic precision: bold gestures of interior architectural grafting are balanced with infinitely
sophisticated details, painted frescoes meet sculptural forms, historical details infinitely reflect into tinted mirrored
surfaces. An array of exquisite precious natural stones, meticulously curated and highly crafted, merge into the Palazzo's
architectural body, weaving moments of sensual wonderment in the most intimate spaces.



The “Lost Colors” or “Colori Persi” of Venice softly re-emerge, woven into textures and curtains, furnishings, and finishes,
transforming the Piano Nobile’s historical salons into a succession of inhabited living canvases, punctuated by a bold
intervention of vast cabinets of wonder. Venetian craftsmanship converses with contemporary art and works by masters of
their time, while embossed leathers and moiré silks dress the walls, echoing the ever-shifting dialogue of light and shadow
dancing across the canals. Patinated walls, carved surfaces and artisanal finishes recall the passage of time, their textures
lend a sense of modern, ageless allure.

One of the most unexpected revelations of this transformation is the Palazzo's lobby, il Corte del Conte, once an open
mineral cortile, elevated intoa grand living room, layered with sculpted boiserie, velvet lushness and spectacular bespoke
Murano chandeliers, balancing the soul of a home with a dramatic sense of theater.

The Palazzo's secret garden, a secluded sanctuary hidden at its heart, surprises and delights with its whimsical corners,
sophisticated tents,luxuriant fountain and antique gates, lit by delicate Venetian lanterns diffusing their cinematic warm
glow. Long concealed behind centuries old walls, the garden is transformed into an almost otherworldly space where nature,
architecture, and silence meet. Calle Meraviglia, a realm of discoveries, connects the garden to the lobby, hosting a rotating

selection of contemporary works aligned with Venice's cultural calendar and reinforcing the hotel’s role as a living cultural
salon.

Every path and each floor lead to countless discoveries and encounters with marvels of the past, in magnetic dialog with
creative nowness. The result is a world of theatrical elegance where centuries of Venetian creativity meet the timeless
codes of Orient Express.

LIVING SPACES, CULTURAL ATMOSPHERES

The 47 rooms, suites, and residences reveal the intimate elegance of Venetian life, each space gently shaped by the
architectural layers of centuries past. Restored murals, sculptural ceilings, and views opening onto gardens and canals
create arare and immersive sense of place.

History comes alive in the six Signature Suites, each telling a different story: Orient Express Suite, Colori Persi Suite, Del
Conte Suite, Teatro Suite, Cherubini Suite and La Minerva Suite.

Exclusive spaces ranging up to 145 sqm reveal the hotel’s most hidden treasures: 19th-century frescoes dedicated to the
goddess Minerva andmythical flying figures that evoke the grandeur of a bygone era, gilded salons animated by dancing
cherubs, monumental marble fireplaces with mesmerizing sculptural shells, all flanked with tall windows opening onto some
of the most coveted views over Venice's canals. Each suite is a unique experience, where artistic heritage meets
contemporary luxury.



THE ART OF DINING

The culinary vision of Orient Express Venezia is anchored by the signature of Three-Michelin starred Chef Heinz Beck,
marking one of the most anticipated gastronomic debuts of the year. His creative imprint elevates the entire food &
beverage universe of the palazzo.

Heinz Beck Venezia, an intimate gourmet concept by the acclaimed chef, unfolds within the historic orangerie, offering a fine
dining and deeply sensorial culinary journey designed exclusively for the hotel. La Casati, the hotel’s all-day dining
restaurant, channels the theatrical, avant garde spirit of Marchesa Luisa Casati. Featuring a rare privategarden, it becomes a
stage where Heinz Beck’s philosophy meets Venetian inspiration in a choreography of flavor, artistry, and spectacle. The
Wagon Bar, an Art Deco-inspired bar, pays homage to the legendary lounge cars of the original Orient Express trains,
blending crafted mixology with a touch of mystery and nocturnal charm.

A STAGE WHERE EVERY MOMENT AND CELEBRATION BECOME A STORY

Salone Vittoria, located at the first noble floor of the hotel, embodies the splendor and historical memory of a venue once
dedicated to the wedding of Princess Vittoria Farnese. A treasure trove of extraordinary architectural and artistic beauty, it
preserves centuries of elegance and ceremonial glamour, re-imagined to host the most solemn moments in the heart of
Venice.

Guests may arrive directly by boat through the Gothic water gate, a dramatic and evocative gesture that recalls the timeless
romance of travel between East and West and sets the tone for a stay that interlaces heritage, culture, and culinary
excellence. Beyond the palazzo's interiors, guests are invited to experience Venice through the lens of Orient Express,
exploring the surrounding streets of Cannaregio, or discovering thecity's storied craftsmanship and artistic traditions.

“With Orient Express Venezia, we open a new chapter in the legacy of our brand, one that celebrates Venice as a global
capital of culture, beauty, and imagination. Palazzo Dona Giovannelli has been revived with extraordinary craftsmanship
and deep respect for its six centuries of history, becoming a place where the art of travel meets the soul of the city.

This hotel embodies the essence of Orient Express: a constellation of rare experiences, each rooted in heritage yet
reimagined for a newgeneration of discerning travelers. Venice now stands as a luminous cornerstone of our vision, bridging
past and future, and inviting guests into aworld of timeless elegance and discovery.” Gilda Perez-Alvarado, CEO Orient
Express.

“With the refurbishment of the iconic Palazzo Dona Giovannelli we continue our strategy of investing in unique heritage
assets and unlockingtheir long-term value through thoughtful redevelopment. The new Orient Express Venezia at Palazzo
Dona Giovannelli represents a meaningful step in the development of a distinctive portfolio that brings together iconic
locations and a contemporary approach to ultra-luxury. The Palazzo embodies a unique dialogue between history and
innovation, where centuries of Venetian culture are carefully reinterpreted through a modernlens. Venice remains one of
the most strategic destinations in international travel, and this project, together with hotel Orient Express La Minerva in
Rome and La Dolce Vita Orient Express trains, reflects our commitment to strengthening ltaly’s position at the forefront of
global luxuryexperiences, through long-term investment in assets of enduring cultural and economic value!” Paolo Barletta,
CEO Arsenale Group.



“I am truly proud to unveil the opening of Orient Express Venezia, a destination where timeless elegance meets
contemporary luxury. This magnificent project is not only a milestone, but a heartfelt tribute to Venice's unique heritage and
spirit of hospitality. | look forward to personally welcoming guests from around the world to share in an experience that is
both authentic and unforgettable.” Bartolomeo Fusco, General Manager Orient Express Venezia.

“l imagined the transformation of Orient Express Venezia at Palazzo Dona Giovannelli as a theatrical sequence of wonders,
a tribute to the whimsical mysteries of Venice and the spectacular marvels of the 15th architectural jewel, unearthed and
restored. In this eight-year creative transformative journey, the walls speak, revealing layers of enchantment magnified by
the dialog with contemporary creation. Embracing theduality of legacy and reinvention, | find inspiration in the unique
position of Venice as a gateway between East and West, amplified by its exceptional tapestry of artistry and modern vitality."
Aline Asmar D’Amman, Architect & Interior Designer.
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A new Orient Express hotel opens in a
Venetian palazzo

Away from the tourist crowds in central Venice, the Palazzo Dona Giovannelli, a 15th-
century aristocratic residence, reopened as the new Orient Express Venezia on March 30,
2026. Located in Cannaregio, a largely residential district, the palazzo sits on the Rio de
Noal canal, with a pink and white stone facade restored to reveal the Neogothic lancet
windows of 15th-century architect Filippo Calendario, who also worked on the Doge's
Palace. In the 18th century, the palazzo was renovated by Giovanni Battista Meduna, who
also worked on the city's iconic Ca' d'Oro palazzo on the Grand Canal and the Teatro La
Fenice opera house. The hotel is the second from Orient Express, the historic luxury train
company, following Orient Express La Minerva in Rome. The renovation, led by Paris-based
architect and interior designer Aline Asmar d'Amman, took eight years and preserves key
historic elements, including an octagonal staircase attributed to Meduna, frescoes by 19th-
century Venetian painter Francesco Hayez, and the gilded 1548 ballroom. The property
now includes 47 guest rooms and two apartments, combining contemporary interiors with
original Neogothic and Baroque features. "My architectural work is rooted in carrying
heritage forward and a dialogue between the past and future," says Asmar d'’Amman. "To
me, artistry and craftsmanship are the ultimate luxury." Following in Meduna's footsteps,
she describes the renovation of "this 15th-century architectural crown jewel of Venice" as a
challenge: converting a residential mansion into a hotel while maintaining the imprint of
the families who lived there. Working in close collaboration with Italy's heritage



conservation authority, the project preserved mosaics, frescoes, and sculptures throughout.
It also required stabilizing the palazzo's underwater foundations, involving the
construction of a dam to drain sections of the structure. Today, guests arrive by the hotel's
private boat and enter through a courtyard garden-uncommon in Venice-where chef Heinz
Beck, famed for his Michelin three-star restaurant La Pergola in Rome, oversees the fine-
dining restaurant, alongside a more casual space set in the former orangerie. Interiors
incorporate Murano and crystal chandeliers, silk wall coverings, brocade upholstery, and a
collection of contemporary art "to dialogue with the past while exuding nowness," says
Asmar d'Amman. Materials include blue-veined marmorino plaster and Carrara marble,
with carved wood door frames and Venetian sliding panels in dressing areas. References to
the original Orient Express train include the art deco—style Wagon Bar, inspired by its
historic lounge cars. Asmar d'Amman sees the reimagined palazzo (which was vacant for
years before the renovation) as an act of cultural preservation, converting a historic
residence into a hotel while maintaining its architectural and cultural legacy. "Here, Venice
comes into focus as it has always been," she says, "a cosmopolitan crossroads where East
and West, scholarship and spectacle, share the same address." "l want visitors to feel drunk
on beauty."
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Orient Express Venezia Opens
Today: A 15th Century Palazzo
Reawakened

Venice, Italy — March 30, 2026 — Orient Express proudly unveils Orient Express Venezia at Palazzo

Dona Giovannelli, the extraordinary rebirth of the 15th century architectural jewel, owned by
Arsenale Group, reimagined by architect and interior designer Aline Asmar d’Amman as a hotel, for
the first time in nearly six centuries. A new icon in the brand’s constellation of ultra-luxury travel
experiences, the hotel invites guests into a

world where Venetian history, contemporary artistry and the legendary spirit of the Orient Express
art of travel converge in perfect harmony. Once a celebrated crossroad on the

legendary route from Paris to Istanbul, Venice reclaims its role as a theatrical gateway for the Orient

Express world of luxury travel.

Nestled in the quiet rhythm of Cannaregio, the Palazzo rises where two canals intertwine along the
Rio di Noale, an address of serenity, history,and cinematic beauty. Here, Orient Express introduces a
new chapter in its Italian journey, following the opening last year of the hotel Orient Express La

Minerva in Rome and La Dolce Vita Orient Express, the luxury train inaugurated in 2025.



Meticulously conceived by Aline Asmar dAmman, known for her ability to weave heritage
architecture with contemporary artistic expression, the Palazzo has been restored with deep respect
for its origin, introducing a sense of refined contemporary elegance. Her creative vision shapes the
journey in a sequence of wonders, informed by the stories embedded in every architectural detail
she unearthed. Embracing the Serenissima’s legendary legacy as a gate between East and West, she
choreographs this theatrical journey, where imagination, craftsmanship, and centuries of Venetian
culture converge. The hotel features 47 uniquely crafted rooms, suites, and residences, where each
space is elevated with intentional interiors and singular atmosphere, reflecting the layered

architectural history of the building and the romance of Venetian living.

A THEATRICAL VOYAGE, SET IN MOTION
BY ORIENT EXPRESS

Palazzo Dona Giovannelli has long embodied the spirit of Venice as a crossroad of culture and
imagination. In the mid-19th century, Count Andrea Giovannelli commissioned architect Giovanni
Battista Meduna, celebrated for restoring the neighboring Ca’ d’Oro, to reimagine its interiors
withneogothic galore, Baroque accents, and the Palazzo’s iconic octagonal staircase crowned by a

celestial vault.

During the Ninth Congress of Italian Scientists in 1847, the Palazzo reopened as a stage for salons,
debates, and grand receptions. In these historical spaces, intellect and imagination thrived. Over the
years, the Palazzo grew through love and noble alliances, as reflected in the Salone Vittoria, a setting

befitting royalty.

Today, Orient Express Venezia rekindles that spirit. As day shifts into night, The Grand
Transformation subtly alters the mood, lights soften,candles flicker, and the Palazzo

becomes a theatre of shadows, reflections, and whispered intrigue. A handpicked Cast of
Characters guides guests through curated experiences, immersing them in a world where every

moment is an act in a larger narrative.



A MASTERPIECE RESTORED WITH DEVOTION

Aline Asmar dAmman’s aesthetic vision unveils the Palazzo through a refined interplay of contrasts
and memories, intentional architecture, and poetic precision: bold gestures of interior architectural
grafting are balanced with infinitely sophisticated details, painted frescoes meet sculptural forms,
historical details infinitely reflect into tinted mirrored surfaces. An array of exquisite precious
natural stones, meticulously curated and highly crafted, merge into the Palazzo’s architectural body,

weaving moments of sensual wonderment in the most intimate spaces.

The “Lost Colors” or “Colori Persi” of Venice softly re-emerge, woven into textures and curtains,
furnishings, and finishes, transforming the Piano Nobile’s historical salons into a succession of
inhabited living canvases, punctuated by a bold intervention of vast cabinets of wonder. Venetian
craftsmanship converses with contemporary art and works by masters of their time, while
embossed leathers and moiré silks dress the walls, echoing the ever-shifting dialogue of light and
shadow dancing across the canals. Patinated walls, carved surfaces and artisanal finishes recall the

passage of time, their textures lend a sense of modern, ageless allure.

One of the most unexpected revelations of this transformation is the Palazzo’s lobby, il Corte del
Conte, once an open mineral cortile, elevated intoa grand living room, layered with sculpted boiserie,
velvet lushness and spectacular bespoke Murano chandeliers, balancing the soul of a home with a

dramatic sense of theater.

The Palazzo’s secret garden, a secluded sanctuary hidden at its heart, surprises and delights with its
whimsical corners, sophisticated tents,Juxuriant fountain and antique gates, lit by delicate Venetian
lanterns diffusing their cinematic warm glow. Long concealed behind centuries old walls, the garden
is transformed into an almost otherworldly space where nature, architecture, and silence meet. Calle
Meraviglia, a realm of discoveries, connects the garden to the lobby, hosting a rotating selection of
contemporary works aligned with Venice’s cultural calendar and reinforcing the hotel’s role as a

living cultural salon.

Every path and each floor lead to countless discoveries and encounters with marvels of the past, in
magnetic dialog with creative nowness. The result is a world of theatrical elegance where centuries

of Venetian creativity meet the timeless codes of Orient Express.



LIVING SPACES, CULTURAL ATMOSPHERES

The 47 rooms, suites, and residences reveal the intimate elegance of Venetian life, each space gently
shaped by the architectural layers of centuries past. Restored murals, sculptural ceilings, and views

opening onto gardens and canals create a rare and immersive sense of place.

History comes alive in the six Signature Suites, each telling a different story: Orient Express Suite,

Colori Persi Suite, Del Conte Suite, Teatro Suite, Cherubini Suite and La Minerva Suite.

Exclusive spaces ranging up to 145 sqm reveal the hotel’s most hidden treasures: 19th-century
frescoes dedicated to the goddess Minerva andmythical flying figures that evoke the grandeur of a
bygone era, gilded salons animated by dancing cherubs, monumental marble fireplaces with
mesmerizing sculptural shells, all flanked with tall windows opening onto some of the most coveted
views over Venice’s canals. Each suite is a unique experience, where artistic heritage meets

contemporary luxury.

THE ART OF DINING

The culinary vision of Orient Express Venezia is anchored by the signature of Three-Michelin
starred Chef Heinz Beck, marking one of the most anticipated gastronomic

debuts of the year. His creative imprint elevates the entire food & beverage universe of the palazzo.

Heinz Beck Venezia, an intimate gourmet concept by the acclaimed chef, unfolds within the historic
orangerie, offering a fine dining and deeply sensorial culinary journey designed exclusively for the
hotel. La Casati, the hotel’s all-day dining restaurant, channels the theatrical, avant garde spirit of
Marchesa Luisa Casati. Featuring a rare privategarden, it becomes a stage where Heinz Beck’s
philosophy meets Venetian inspiration in a choreography of flavor, artistry, and spectacle. The
Wagon Bar, an Art Deco-inspired bar, pays homage to the legendary lounge cars of the original

Orient Express trains, blending crafted mixology with a touch of mystery and nocturnal charm.



Salone Vittoria, located at the first noble floor of the hotel, embodies the splendor and historical
memory of a venue once dedicated to the wedding of Princess Vittoria Farnese.
A treasure trove of extraordinary architectural and artistic beauty, it preserves centuries of elegance

and ceremonial glamour, re-imagined to host the most solemn moments in the heart of Venice.

Guests may arrive directly by boat through the Gothic water gate, a dramatic and evocative gesture
that recalls the timeless romance of travel between East and West and sets the tone for a stay that
interlaces heritage, culture, and culinary excellence. Beyond the palazzo’s interiors, guests are
invited to experience Venice through the lens of Orient Express, exploring the surrounding streets of

Cannaregio, or discovering thecity’s storied craftsmanship and artistic traditions.

“With Orient Express Venezia, we open a new chapter in the legacy of our brand, one that celebrates
Venice as a global capital of culture, beauty, and imagination. Palazzo Dona
Giovannelli has been revived with extraordinary craftsmanship and deep respect for its six centuries

of history, becoming a place where the art of travel meets the soul of the city.

This hotel embodies the essence of Orient Express: a constellation of rare experiences, each rooted in
heritage yet reimagined for a newgeneration of discerning travelers. Venice now stands as a
luminous cornerstone of our vision, bridging past and future, and inviting guests into aworld of

timeless elegance and discovery.” Gilda Perez-Alvarado, CEO Orient Express.

“With the refurbishment of the iconic Palazzo Dona Giovannelli we continue our strategy of
investing in unique heritage assets and unlockingtheir long-term value through thoughtful
redevelopment. The new Orient Express Venezia at Palazzo Dona Giovannelli represents a
meaningful step in the development of a distinctive portfolio that brings together iconic locations
and a contemporary approach to ultra-luxury. The Palazzo embodies a unique dialogue between
history and innovation, where centuries of Venetian culture are carefully reinterpreted through a
modernlens. Venice remains one of the most strategic destinations in international travel, and this
project, together with hotel Orient Express La Minerva in Rome and La Dolce Vita Orient Express
trains, reflects our commitment to strengthening Italy’s position at the forefront of global
luxuryexperiences, through long-term investment in assets of enduring cultural and economic

value.” Paolo Barletta, CEO Arsenale Group.



“Iam truly proud to unveil the opening of Orient Express Venezia, a destination where timeless
elegance meets contemporary luxury. This magnificent project is not only a

milestone, but a heartfelt tribute to Venice’s unique heritage and spirit of hospitality. I look forward
to personally welcoming guests from around the world to share in an experience that is both

authentic and unforgettable” Bartolomeo Fusco, General Manager Orient Express Venezia.

“I imagined the transformation of Orient Express Venezia at Palazzo Dona Giovannelli as a theatrical
sequence of wonders, a tribute to the whimsical mysteries of Venice and the spectacular marvels of
the 15th architectural jewel, unearthed and restored. In this eight-year creative transformative
journey, the walls speak, revealing layers of enchantment magnified by the dialog with
contemporary creation. Embracing theduality of legacy and reinvention, I find inspiration in the
unique position of Venice as a gateway between East and West, amplified by its exceptional tapestry

of artistry and modern vitality” Aline Asmar D’Amman, Architect & Interior Designer.
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Orient Express Venezia (@orientexpress
@orientexpress.venezia), a luxury hotel set inside the historic
Palazzo Dona Giovannelli in Venice, Italy, is opening April 1st!

Just ten minutes from Venice's waterfront, this newly restored
palazzo follows an eight-year renovation by acclaimed
architect Aline Asmar d’Amman.

HISTORY

Built in the 15th century and transformed in the 1800s by
architect Gian Battista Meduna, Palazzo Dona Giovannelli was
once home to the Duke of Urbino and Venice's noble Dona
and Giovannelli families. Layered with Neo-Gothic and
Baroque architecture, it later served as a Pinacoteca before
beginning its next chapter as a luxury hotel.

EAT

| | Dining at Orient Express Venezia is led by three-Michelin-
starred Chef Heinz Beck across three venues: the signature
fine-dining restaurant Heinz Beck Venezia, the all-day La
Casati, and the atmospheric Wagon Bar.

SEE + DO

%. Admire 19th-century frescoes, gilded salons, ornate
stuccos, and monumental marble fireplaces, all within the
hotel’s storied walls.

+= The Peggy Guggenheim Museum, Teatro La Fenice, and
Venice's famous canals and bridges are all just moments
away.

“ The hotel spa blends ancient Roman thermal traditions,
Venetian maritime heritage, and Ottoman hammam rituals.

STAY

#° There are 47 restored rooms and suites, including six
Signature Suites: the Orient Express Suite, Colori Persi Suite,
and La Minerva Suite, each appointed with vaulted frescoed
ceilings, silks, marbles, and velvets.

Tag someone who is excited for this new hotel opening!

LT



Robb Report

Inside the Opulent New 47-Key Orient Express Hotel in
Venice

Orient Express Venezia is decked out with two restaurants, an Art Deco-style bar, a spa, and a secret garden.

Orient Express is strengthening its foothold in the boot-shaped country.

The hospitality heavyweight, which has branched out beyond luxury trains and
into yachts and hotels, just opened a second property in Italy. The new Orient

Express Venezia is housed within the lavish Palazzo Dona Giovannelli in the

historic Cannaregio district of Venice. Thankfully, that is one of the quieter

quarters of the city.



The 15th-century palazzo, owned by the Arsenale Group, stands proudly where
two canals meet along the Rio di Noale. It was originally built in 1436, but has
been entirely reimagined by architect and interior designer Aline Asmar
d’Amman as a hotel for the first time in nearly six centuries. Charming original
features have been restored and a refined contemporary elegance woven in, with

old-world Venetian craftsmanship sitting alongside more modern touches.

—

The hotel facade.

The building itself is steeped in history. In the mid-19th century, architect
Giovanni Battista Meduna added Neogothic and Baroque flourishes to the
interior, creating a theatrical feel that remains today. In 1847, the palazzo
reopened as a stage for salons, debates, and grand receptions. Patinated walls,
carved surfaces, and painted frescoes reflect that layered past, while precious
natural stones, embossed leathers, and moiré silks add a sense of luxury.



Guests may arrive directly by boat through the Gothic water gate, setting a
perfectly dramatic tone for the stay. The palazzo’s lobby, once an open stone
courtyard, has been transformed into an opulent living room with sculpted wood
paneling, rich velvet upholstery, and spectacular bespoke Murano chandeliers
throughout. Through a gallery with a rotating selection of contemporary works
lies a secret garden with antique gates opening to sophisticated tents lit by
Venetian lanterns.

Upstairs are 47 rooms, suites, and residences, each showcasing restored murals,
sculptural ceilings, and views of gardens and canals. Spanning up to 1,560
square feet, the six Signature Suites are decked out with 19th-century frescoes,
gilded salons, marble fireplaces, and tall windows, evoking the glitz and glamor
of a bygone era.

The Colori Persi Suite.



Beyond the accommodation, Heinz Beck Venezia offers fine-dining fare by
Michelin three-star chef Heinz Beck, the all-day restaurant La Casati serves up
more relaxed dishes, and the Wagon Bar slings signature cocktails and Venetian
cicchetti in a plush Art Deco-esque setting inspired by the Orient Express lounge
cars. Other highlights include a spa steeped in ancient Roman thermal rituals
and an extravagant ballroom for events.

The Venetian outpost is the second hotel Orient Express has opened in Italy,
following the debut of the first location in Rome in 2025. It also rolled out a new
train in the country last year. These launches are part of a wider effort to put
Italy at the forefront of luxury travel.

You can visit the Orient Express Venezia website to book your stay.




Robb Report

Orient Express Venezia in Photos

The new hotel offers 47 rooms, suites, and residences.

Orient Express has opened its second hotel inside a lavish 15th-century Venetian palazzo. Click
here to read the full story.



The facade.

The living room.



The hotel’s all-day dining restaurant, La Casati.

Calle Meraviglia, the cultural salon.



Inside the Cherubini Suite.

A suite bathroom.
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Orient Express hotel opens in
Venice

Orient Express has debuted its second hotel with the opening of
the Orient Express Venezia at Palazzo Dona Giovannelli in
Venice's Cannaregio district.



Housed within a 15th-century palazzo, the property features 47 accommodations,
including residences. The hotel's interiors showcase elements like restored murals,
bespoke Murano chandeliers and marble fireplaces.

The property offers three food and beverage outlets, including Heinz Beck Venezia, a
fine-dining concept from the three-Michelin-starred chef; La Casati, an all-day dining
restaurant with a private garden; and the Wagon Bar, an art deco-inspired lounge.

The hotel is also home to Salone Vittoria, an event space that guests can access via
boat.

The Venice opening is part of Orient Express' broader expansion push. Accor, which
took full ownership of the brand in 2022, has been building out an ultraluxe portfolio
that spans hotels, trains and yachts.

The Venice hotel follows the opening of the Orient Express La Minerva in Rome last
year.

The brand also debuted a uxury train, La Dolce Vita Orient Express, in 2025, with its
first sailing yacht, the Orient Express Corinthian, set to debut this summer in the
Mediterranean.



Orient Express Opens Hotel at Venice's Palazzo
Dona Giovannelli

In Brief: Orient Express has opened the Orient Express Palazzo Dona Giovannelli hotel in Venice, following an
eight-year restoration of the 15th-century building.




Orient Express has opened a new hotel in Venice, located in the restored Palazzo Dona Giovannelli in the Cannaregio
district. Orient Express Venezia, the property is the brand's second hotel in ltaly after the opening of Orient Express La

Minerva in Rome.

Built in 1436 at the intersection of two canals in northem Venice, the palazzo is attributed to Filippo Calendario, architect
of the Doge's Palace. Its fagcade features a molif similar to the Palazzo Ducale and includes seven Gothic windows
overlooking the Rio de Noale. The building has passed through several owners, including the Dona and Giovannelli

families, and previously served as a picture gallery before its conversion into a hotel.

The property includes an octagonal staircase added in the 19th century by Giovanni Battista Meduna, who also
renovated Venice's Ca' d'Oro and La Fenice theatre. The Cannaregio area is home to Venice's Jewish Ghetto and

several cultural sites, including the Ca' d'Oro museum and the house of Renaissance painter Tintoretto.

The eight-year restoration was led by architect and interior designer Aline Asmar d'Amman. The project preserved

original frescoes by Italian artists, mosaic floors, and the building's Neo-Gothic and Baroque architectural elements.

The hotel offers 47 rooms and suites, including six signature suites on
Advertisement : 5 . % .
the piano naobile and first floor, as well as apartments in an adjacent
Start for $0 building with canal views. Room sizes range from 30-square-meter
Hlex restaurants, Classic Rooms to 148-square-meter Apartments. Interior features include
notjust s Venetian sliding doors, hand-painted scenes, Art Deco fixtures, Murano

Learn more ‘ - glass accents, vaulted ceilings, and original frescoes.

.y
4« Guests arrive by private boat, entering through a 15th-century Gothic
\

portal on the canal or through a doorway into the Santa Fosca garden.

The building retains original passageways and ballrooms. Facilities

(plobalpayments

include a fine dining restaurant, an all-day dining space overlooking the
courtyard and garden, a Wagon Bar inspired by rail travel, and a lobby
bar

The opening of Orient Express Palazzo Dona Giovannelli is part of a broader strategy to expand the Orient Express
brand across hotels, trains, and sailing yachts. The brand previously opened Orient Express La Minerva in Rome and the
La Dolce Vita Orient Express luxury train. A Guerlain Spa aboard Orient Express sailing yachts is scheduled to launch in
June 2026.
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SUMARCH3N26 + PROJECTS

Orient Express Venezia has opened its doors within Palazzo Do Giovannell, marking the group’s second hotel in Venice.

Owned by Arsenale Group, the 15th-century palazzo has been reimagined as a hotel by architect and interior designer Aline Asmar

@’ Amman. Her aesthetic vision unveils the Palazzo through a refined interplay of contrasts and memories, inentional architecture and

poetic precision: bold gestures of interior architectural grafting are balanced with infnitely sop}

ticated details, painted frescoes meet

sculptural forms, historical details infinitely reflectinto tinted array of precious natural si ted and high,

crafied, merge into the Palazzo’s architecture,

Timagined the transformation of Orient Express Venezia at Palazzo Dond Giovannelli as a theatrical sequence of wonders, a tribute 1o
the whimsi

mysteries of s of the 15th archi 1 jewel, uncarthed and restored.” s Al

Asmar D’ Amman, “In this eight- year creative transformative journey, the walls speak, revealing layers of enchantment magnified by the

dialogue with porary Embracing the duality of legacy Lfind inspiration in of Venice

as a gateway between East and West, amplified by its exceptional tapestry of artstry and modern vitaliy

“The “Lost Colours” or “Colori Persi” of Venice sofly re-cmerge, woven into te $ i d inishes, transfe

the Piano Nobile's historical salons into a succession of inhabited living canvases, punctuated by a bold intervention of vast cabinets.
‘Venetian craftsmanship converses with contemporary art and works by masters of their time, while embossed leathers and moiré silks

dress up the walls in echo light and shadow cross the canas. Patinated wals, carved surfa

‘and artisanal finishes recall the passage of time, their textures lending a sense of moden, ageless allure.

The Palazzo’s lobby, il Corte del Conte,

s been transformed from an open mineral cortile into a grand living room, layered with

sculpted boiserie, velvet and spectacular bespoke Murano chandeliers.

Hidden at the heart of the palazzo is a secret garden with tents, a luxuriant fountain and antique gates, it by delicate Venetian lanterns

diffusing watic warm glow. Calle the garden o the lobby lection of contemporary

works aligned with Venice’s cultural calendar and reinforcing the hotel’s role as a living cultural salon,

Exery path and each loor lead els of the past, in creative

nowness. The result is a world of meet the

Upstairs, the 47 rooms. suites and residences are gently shaped by the architectural layers of centurics past with restored murals.

sculptural ceilings and views opening onto gardens and canals. The six Signature Suites reveal the hotels hidden treasures: 19th-century

10 the goddess M d mythical flying figures that evoke the grandeur of & bygone era: gilded salons animated by
dancing cherubs; monumental marble fireplaces with sculptural shells,all lanked with tal windows opening onto some of the most

coveted views over Venice’s canals,

Overseen by three-Michelin-starred Chef Heinz Beck, the hotel’s culinary programme comprises Heinz Beck Venezia, an intimate fine-

within the historic all-day La Casati; and The Wagon Bar, an Art Deco-inspired bar that pays

homage to the legendary lounge cars of the original Orient Express trains.

Meanwhile on the first floor, Salone Vittoria, is an events space that embodies the splendour and historical memory of Princess Vitioria

Famese’s wedding, preserving centuries of ceremonial glamour

‘With Orient Express Venezia, we open a new chapter in the legacy of our brand, one that celebrates Venice as a global capital of culture,
beauty and imagination.” says Gilda Perez-Alvarado, CEO Orient Express. “Palazzo Dond Giovannelli has been revived with
extraordinary craftsmanship and deep respect for its six centuries of history, becoming a place where the art of travel meets the soul of the

city. This hotel embodies th F Orient Express: . cach rooted in heritage yet dfora

new generation of

2 Nenice now stand: our bridging past and future, and inviting

‘guests into a world of imeless elegance and discovery.”

“With the iconic Palazzo i ofinvesting in unique heritage assets and
term value " adds Paolo Barletta, CEO Arsenale Group. “The new Orient Express
A meaningful step in adistinctive portfolio that bring iconic

locations and a contemporary approach to ultra-luxury. The Palazzo embodies a unique dialogue between history and innovation, where.

centuries of o amodern lens, one of the most in
international travel, and ihi together with hotel Orient E»

Minerva in Rome and La Dolce Vita Orient Express trains,

reflects our commitment 1o strengthening lalys position at the forefront of global luxury experience

5. through long-term investmen in
assets of enduring cultural and economic value.”
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A Legendary 15th-Century Venetian Palazzo
Reawakened: Orient Express Venezia Opens
in Venice
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Inside Venice’s New Opening: Orient Express
Venezia

its most impressive yet
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Where to Stay in Venice

THE UPGRADE LIST #13: for your next Biennale or just for the hell of it.

@ FIRST CLASS JERK
APR 02, 2026 - PAID

We're finally getting over our jetlag (and sunburn) from the South Pacific...just in time
to repack for another trip across the pond.

We're headed east this time, back to a certain castle that we know and love. And,
thankfully, the UV index shouldn’t be of any issue. But we'll have to say our prayers
that the rains don't spoil plans for a bit of golf on the Emerald Isle.

In other news, we're putting the finishing touches on our return to the old world for
nearly a month this summer...entirely dedicated to Italy. No Venice on the itinerary,
unfortunately. But if it were, we'd already have a room booked at the newly opened
Orient Express Venezia. This one looks very, very good.



Let's talk about these OE hotels for a moment. Everyone knows the Orient Express
brand for trains. But the real play now is turning that mythology into places you can
stay. (Both on land and on water.)

We're seeing that shift take place in Venice as we speak.
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This new hotel takes over a 15th-century palazzo right where two canals meet. 47
rooms in total in a city that was always part of the original Orient Express route. A
good story, backed by serious execution.

This is what we've come to expect from Orient Express hotels, particularly when it
comes to finishing quality. Like in fine watchmaking, it's the details that stay with
you. The things you can look closely at and admire, but also touch. It's an area where
hotels can quietly separate themselves. And OE is clearly leaning in.



We saw it firsthand last year at Orient Express La Minerva in Rome. Even after just
staying for one night, the level of finishing quality stuck. It remains fresh in our minds.
Because details like these don't fade:

The marble-encased shower /[ the shower of our dreams. An entire room of deep-
red Italian marble, with pressure strong enough to reset even the worst of travel days.
We said it before: bury us in a coffin replica of this shower.

The vintage lamps /[ great lighting makes any space. Hotels that take the time to
source historically significant designs that actually elevate it are truly dear to us.

The mirrored television /[ every luxury hotel room with a bulky wall-mounted TV
should take notice. It's such a subtractor. We've lost count of how many times we've

felt like we're at a Michael Scott dinner party.

The tile work in the half bath /| standout design and quality quality quality. We felt
like we were in a space that was designed to be enjoyed every day, not just
photographed once. That should be the benchmark.

The brass light switches /[ so tactilely-pleasing that we found ourselves flipping
them for no reason at all. Let's forget the touch screens.

The luggage rack [/ possibly the best we've ever seen...especially designed for the
space by architect Hugo Toro. (We need one at home!)

After writing this, Venice might need to find its way onto our summer calendar after all.
Because we're sure that Orient Express Venezia will bring more of the same.
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Orient Express Venezia Opens, Taking Brand Portfolio To Two

The hotel has been meticulously restored and reimagined

Latteluxurynews e April 3,2026

The opening of Orient Express Venezia, the brand’s second property after Orient Express La

Minerva in Rome, brings new life to the 15th century Palazzo Dona Giovannelli.

Officially unveiled on 30 March 2026, the hotel has been meticulously restored and reimagined as a
luxury destination for the first time in nearly six centuries.

“I am truly proud to unveil the opening of Orient Express Venezia, a destination where timeless elegance
meets contemporary luxury,” General Manager Bartolomeo Fusco said. “This magnificent project
is not only a milestone, but a heartfelt tribute to Venice’s unique heritage and spirit of hospitality.”



Located in the tranquil Cannaregio district, where two canals meet along the Rio di Noale, the property
blends historical grandeur with contemporary design. The transformation was led by architect and
interior designer Aline Asmar d’Amman, whose vision preserves the palazzo’s heritage while
introducing modern elegance.

“I imagined the transformation of Orient Express Venezia at Palazzo Dona Giovannelli as a theatrical
sequence of wonders, a tribute to the whimsical mysteries of Venice and the spectacular marvels of the
15th architectural jewel, unearthed and restored,” d’Amman said.

The hotel features 47 individually designed rooms, suites, and residences, each reflecting the layered
history of the building and the romance of Venetian life. Restored frescoes, sculptural ceilings, and views
over canals and gardens create an immersive atmosphere that connects guests to centuries of culture.
Six signature suites further highlight the palazzo’s artistic legacy, incorporating elements such as 19th-
century frescoes and ornate marble fireplaces.

Historically, the palazzo served as a vibrant cultural hub, hosting salons and gatherings during the 19th
century, including the Ninth Congress of Italian Scientists in 1847. Today, that spirit has been revived
through curated guest experiences and atmospheric design.
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Dining is another central feature of the hotel, led by acclaimed chef Heinz Beck. His culinary concepts
range from fine dining in the historic orangerie to more theatrical all-day experiences inspired by
Venetian culture, reinforcing the hotel’s blend of artistry and hospitality.

The opening also reflects a broader vision for the Orient Express brand, reestablishing Venice as a key
destination along its legendary travel route.
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Orient Express Venezia Opens: A 15th Century Palazzo
Reawakened

Orient Express unveils Orient Express Venezia at Palazzo Dona Giovannelli, the extraordinary rebirth of the 15th century
architectural jewel, owned by Arsenale Group, reimagined by architect and interior designer Aline Asmar dAmman as a
hotel, for the first time in nearly six centuries. A new icon in the brand’s constellation of ultra-luxury travel experiences, the
hotel invites guests into a world where Venetian history, contemporary artistry and the legendary spirit of the Orient
Express art of travel converge in perfect harmony. Once a celebrated crossroad on the legendary route from Paris to
Istanbul, Venice reclaims its role as a theatrical gateway for the Orient Express world of luxury travel.



Nestled in the quiet rhythm of Cannaregio, the Palazzo rises where two canals intertwine along the Rio di Noale, an address
of serenity, history,and cinematic beauty. Here, Orient Express introduces a new chapter in its Italian journey, following the
opening last year of the hotel Orient Express La Minerva in Rome and La Dolce Vita Orient Express, the luxury train
inaugurated in 2025.

Meticulously conceived by Aline Asmar d’/Amman, known for her ability to weave heritage architecture with contemporary
artistic expression, the Palazzo has been restored with deep respect for its origin, introducing a sense of refined
contemporary elegance. Her creative vision shapes the journey in a sequence of wonders, informed by the stories
embedded in every architectural detail she unearthed. Embracing the Serenissima's legendary legacy as a gate between East
and West, she choreographs this theatrical journey, where imagination, craftsmanship, and centuries of Venetian culture
converge. The hotel features 47 uniquely crafted rooms, suites, and residences, where each space is elevated with
intentional interiors and singular atmosphere, reflecting the layered architectural history of the building and the romance of
Venetian living.

ATHEATRICAL VOYAGE, SET IN MOTION BY ORIENT EXPRESS

Palazzo Dona Giovannelli has long embodied the spirit of Venice as a crossroad of culture and imagination. In the mid-19th
century, Count Andrea Giovannelli commissioned architect Giovanni Battista Meduna, celebrated for restoring the
neighboring Ca' d'Oro, to reimagine its interiors withneogothic galore, Baroque accents, and the Palazzo’s iconic octagonal
staircase crowned by a celestial vault.

During the Ninth Congress of Italian Scientists in 1847, the Palazzo reopened as a stage for salons, debates, and grand
receptions. In these historical spaces, intellect and imagination thrived. Over the years, the Palazzo grew through love and
noble alliances, as reflected in the Salone Vittoria, a setting befitting royalty.

Today, Orient Express Venezia rekindles that spirit. As day shifts into night, The Grand Transformation subtly alters the
mood, lights soften,candles flicker, and the Palazzo becomes a theatre of shadows, reflections, and whispered intrigue. A
handpicked Cast of Characters guides guests through curated experiences, immersing them in a world where every moment
is an actin a larger narrative.

AMASTERPIECE RESTORED WITH DEVOTION AND WONDER

Aline Asmar d’Amman’s aesthetic vision unveils the Palazzo through a refined interplay of contrasts and memories,
intentional architecture, and poetic precision: bold gestures of interior architectural grafting are balanced with infinitely
sophisticated details, painted frescoes meet sculptural forms, historical details infinitely reflect into tinted mirrored
surfaces. An array of exquisite precious natural stones, meticulously curated and highly crafted, merge into the Palazzo's
architectural body, weaving moments of sensual wonderment in the most intimate spaces.



The “Lost Colors” or “Colori Persi” of Venice softly re-emerge, woven into textures and curtains, furnishings, and finishes,
transforming the Piano Nobile’s historical salons into a succession of inhabited living canvases, punctuated by a bold
intervention of vast cabinets of wonder. Venetian craftsmanship converses with contemporary art and works by masters of
their time, while embossed leathers and moiré silks dress the walls, echoing the ever-shifting dialogue of light and shadow
dancing across the canals. Patinated walls, carved surfaces and artisanal finishes recall the passage of time, their textures
lend a sense of modern, ageless allure.

One of the most unexpected revelations of this transformation is the Palazzo's lobby, il Corte del Conte, once an open
mineral cortile, elevated intoa grand living room, layered with sculpted boiserie, velvet lushness and spectacular bespoke
Murano chandeliers, balancing the soul of a home with a dramatic sense of theater.

The Palazzo's secret garden, a secluded sanctuary hidden at its heart, surprises and delights with its whimsical corners,
sophisticated tents,luxuriant fountain and antique gates, lit by delicate Venetian lanterns diffusing their cinematic warm
glow. Long concealed behind centuries old walls, the garden is transformed into an almost otherworldly space where nature,
architecture, and silence meet. Calle Meraviglia, a realm of discoveries, connects the garden to the lobby, hosting a rotating
selection of contemporary works aligned with Venice's cultural calendar and reinforcing the hotel’s role as a living cultural
salon.

Every path and each floor lead to countless discoveries and encounters with marvels of the past, in magnetic dialog with
creative nowness. The result is a world of theatrical elegance where centuries of Venetian creativity meet the timeless
codes of Orient Express.

LIVING SPACES, CULTURAL ATMOSPHERES

The 47 rooms, suites, and residences reveal the intimate elegance of Venetian life, each space gently shaped by the
architectural layers of centuries past. Restored murals, sculptural ceilings, and views opening onto gardens and canals
create arare and immersive sense of place.

History comes alive in the six Signature Suites, each telling a different story: Orient Express Suite, Colori Persi Suite, Del
Conte Suite, Teatro Suite, Cherubini Suite and La Minerva Suite.

Exclusive spaces ranging up to 145 sqm reveal the hotel’s most hidden treasures: 19th-century frescoes dedicated to the
goddess Minerva andmythical flying figures that evoke the grandeur of a bygone era, gilded salons animated by dancing
cherubs, monumental marble fireplaces with mesmerizing sculptural shells, all flanked with tall windows opening onto some
of the most coveted views over Venice's canals. Each suite is a unique experience, where artistic heritage meets
contemporary luxury.



THE ART OF DINING

The culinary vision of Orient Express Venezia is anchored by the signature of Three-Michelin starred Chef Heinz Beck,
marking one of the most anticipated gastronomic debuts of the year. His creative imprint elevates the entire food &
beverage universe of the palazzo.

Heinz Beck Venezia, an intimate gourmet concept by the acclaimed chef, unfolds within the historic orangerie, offering a fine
dining and deeply sensorial culinary journey designed exclusively for the hotel. La Casati, the hotel’s all-day dining
restaurant, channels the theatrical, avant garde spirit of Marchesa Luisa Casati. Featuring a rare privategarden, it becomes a
stage where Heinz Beck’s philosophy meets Venetian inspiration in a choreography of flavor, artistry, and spectacle. The
Wagon Bar, an Art Deco-inspired bar, pays homage to the legendary lounge cars of the original Orient Express trains,
blending crafted mixology with a touch of mystery and nocturnal charm.

A STAGE WHERE EVERY MOMENT AND CELEBRATION BECOME A STORY

Salone Vittoria, located at the first noble floor of the hotel, embodies the splendor and historical memory of a venue once
dedicated to the wedding of Princess Vittoria Farnese. A treasure trove of extraordinary architectural and artistic beauty, it
preserves centuries of elegance and ceremonial glamour, re-imagined to host the most solemn moments in the heart of
Venice.

Guests may arrive directly by boat through the Gothic water gate, a dramatic and evocative gesture that recalls the timeless
romance of travel between East and West and sets the tone for a stay that interlaces heritage, culture, and culinary
excellence. Beyond the palazzo's interiors, guests are invited to experience Venice through the lens of Orient Express,
exploring the surrounding streets of Cannaregio, or discovering thecity's storied craftsmanship and artistic traditions.

“With Orient Express Venezia, we open a new chapter in the legacy of our brand, one that celebrates Venice as a global
capital of culture, beauty, and imagination. Palazzo Dona Giovannelli has been revived with extraordinary craftsmanship
and deep respect for its six centuries of history, becoming a place where the art of travel meets the soul of the city.

This hotel embodies the essence of Orient Express: a constellation of rare experiences, each rooted in heritage yet
reimagined for a newgeneration of discerning travelers. Venice now stands as a luminous cornerstone of our vision, bridging
past and future, and inviting guests into aworld of timeless elegance and discovery.” Gilda Perez-Alvarado, CEO Orient
Express.

“With the refurbishment of the iconic Palazzo Dona Giovannelli we continue our strategy of investing in unique heritage
assets and unlockingtheir long-term value through thoughtful redevelopment. The new Orient Express Venezia at Palazzo
Dona Giovannelli represents a meaningful step in the development of a distinctive portfolio that brings together iconic
locations and a contemporary approach to ultra-luxury. The Palazzo embodies a unique dialogue between history and
innovation, where centuries of Venetian culture are carefully reinterpreted through a modernlens. Venice remains one of
the most strategic destinations in international travel, and this project, together with hotel Orient Express La Minerva in
Rome and La Dolce Vita Orient Express trains, reflects our commitment to strengthening Italy’s position at the forefront of
global luxuryexperiences, through long-term investment in assets of enduring cultural and economic value!” Paolo Barletta,
CEO Arsenale Group.



“I am truly proud to unveil the opening of Orient Express Venezia, a destination where timeless elegance meets
contemporary luxury. This magnificent project is not only a milestone, but a heartfelt tribute to Venice's unique heritage and
spirit of hospitality. | look forward to personally welcoming guests from around the world to share in an experience that is
both authentic and unforgettable.” Bartolomeo Fusco, General Manager Orient Express Venezia.

“l imagined the transformation of Orient Express Venezia at Palazzo Dona Giovannelli as a theatrical sequence of wonders,
a tribute to the whimsical mysteries of Venice and the spectacular marvels of the 15th architectural jewel, unearthed and
restored. In this eight-year creative transformative journey, the walls speak, revealing layers of enchantment magnified by
the dialog with contemporary creation. Embracing theduality of legacy and reinvention, | find inspiration in the unique
position of Venice as a gateway between East and West, amplified by its exceptional tapestry of artistry and modern vitality."
Aline Asmar D’Amman, Architect & Interior Designer.



The second ever Orient Express hotel debuts in Venice

Orient Express has opened its second hotel with the debut of Orient Express Venezia, bringing the
brand to Venice inside the restored 15th-century Palazzo Dona Giovannelli. The opening follows last
year’s launch of Orient Express La Minerva in Rome and continues the brand’s expansion across lItaly
alongside the La Dolce Vita C

Ld;y W i K
i

/ i \’ \




Palazzo Dona Giovannelli traces its origins back to the 15th century and has long served as a setting
for Venetian cultural life. In the 19th century, Count Andrea Giovannelli commissioned architect
Giovanni Battista Meduna—known for restoring Ca’' d'Oro—to transform the interiors with neogothic
and baroque elements, including the palazzo's octagonal staircase crowned by a celestial vault. The
building later hosted salons, debates, and gatherings during the Ninth Congress of Italian Scientists in
1847, reinforcing its role as a stage for intellectual and social exchange.
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Exterior Facade, image courtesy of Orient Express|Venezia, Giulio Ghirardi

Owned by Arsenale Group, the palazzo has now been reimagined as a hotel for the first time in nearly
six centuries. Architect and interior designer Aline Asmar d'’Amman led the restoration and redesign,
working across both architecture and interiors. Original frescoes, sculptural ceilings, and historic
detailing have been preserved alongside new interventions including mirrored surfaces, custom
furnishings, and Murano glass elements, reintroducing the building’s layered character through a
contemporary lens.




The hotel features 47 accommodations, including guestrooms, suites, and residences. Six signature
suites—the QOrient Express Suite, Colori Persi Suite, Del Conte Suite, Teatro Suite, Cherubini Suite, and
La Minerva Suite—highlight restored 19th-century frescoes, marble fireplaces, and canal-facing views,
with some of the largest layouts offering expansive living spaces within the historic structure.

Dining is led by three-Michelin-starred chef Heinz Beck, whose culinary direction anchors the hotel’s
food and beverage program. Heinz Beck Venezia serves as an intimate gourmet concept located
within the palazzo's historic orangerie. La Casati operates as the hotel’s all-day dining restaurant, set
within a private garden and inspired by the theatrical legacy of Marchesa Luisa Casati. The Wagon Bar
draws from the Art Deco design of the original Orient Express train cars, translating that identity into a
cocktail-focused setting.




Additional spaces include Salone Vittoria, a restored ceremonial hall once used for major gatherings,
now positioned for events within the hotel. A concealed interior garden, long hidden behind the
palazzo's walls, has also been reopened as part of the transformation, alongside Calle Meraviglia, a

passage connecting the garden to the main interiors and hosting rotating contemporary artworks tied
to Venice’s cultural calendar.

Guests arrive directly by boat through the palazzo’s Gothic water gate, reinforcing its connection to
Venice's historic modes of access and positioning the property within the city’s canal network.

Orient Express Venezia
Strada Nova, 2292, 30121
Venezia VE, Italy
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Overheard in the Penthouse: Orient Express is
Betting Bigger Than You Think

So we built a nine-night itinerary to match—including scouting notes from our recent
journey aboard La Dolce Vita

SMARTFLYER

APR 15, 2026
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Earlier this year, we had the pleasure of welcoming Accor Chairman and CEO
Sébastien Bazin to the SmartFlyer Penthouse. What made his visit to our space in the
heart of Chelsea special wasn't simply that it was to chat about the brand’s sailing
yacht set for a highly anticipated summer launch. No, what captured attention was

that it was Sébastien's first-ever visit to a travel agency partner.

At the helm of Accor for over a decade, Sébastien looks after an expansive portfolio of
brands out of its Paris headquarters. Our chat on all things Accor was grounded in the
frankness you'd expect from a CEO, and notably brightened by his unexpected ease,
charisma, and distinctly French sense of humor. Ultimately, what emerged most
clearly from our conversation was Sebastien’s conviction that the next frontier of
luxury lies squarely in the revival of the Orient Express brand.



the Lotel shoutlis

The April Edit

Hotel openings, travel news, and the finds I can't stop thinking about.

RONEE | THE HOTEL SHORTLIST
APR 02, 2026
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I'm constantly discovering new-to-me hotels, following openings, and filing away bits

Hi Friends!

of travel news that feel worth knowing. If you took a peek at my saved folders,
Pinterest boards, and notes app, you'd find that I'm basically a hotel hoarder. But
instead of keeping it all filed away, I figured I'd start a new series where I share some

of the highlights with you.

Each month I'll round up the openings on my radar, the headlines worth your
attention, and the spaces and places that stopped me mid-scroll. I'll also share a little
of what I've been up to because I always enjoy getting to know creators beyond their

work. Maybe you will too?

Let’s get started!

Noted

Travel news worth knowing.

* [CE Agents are Now at US Airports — These Are Your Legal Rights (Condé Nast
Traveler) - let’s be careful out there and look out for our fellow humans.

e United Airlines debuts United Relax Now — a lie-flat economy couch similar to

New Zealand Air’s Skycouch - not ideal, but an interesting option.



Courtesy of The Cottages at Little Saint

Hotel Openings

Recent or soon-to-open design-led hotels on my radar.

The Cottages at Little Saint - Healdsburg, United States - The maximalist Ken
Fulk-designed hotel in Northern California wine country is made for a whimsical

girls’ getaway.

The Huntington Hotel - San Francisco, United States - The Nob Hill icon

reopened in March after a Ken Fulk-led renovation (he’s clearly having a moment).

The Hotel Lili - Beverly Hills, United States - Just opened this month, the pet-
friendly boutique hotel from Palisociety would make for a solid home base for

exploring the area.

Capella Kyoto - Kyoto, Japan - Nature-forward architecture by Kengo Kuma

architecture in the heart of Kyoto’s geisha district. Say less!

Airelles Palladio Venezia - Venice, Italy - The French hotel group rumored to be
the backdrop for the next season of White Lotus (St. Tropez, specifically) makes its

Italian debut on Giudecca Island, with uninterrupted views of Piazza San Marco.

Orient Express Palazzo Dona Giovannelli - Venice, Italy - The iconic travel brand
known for rail journeys opens a 15th-century palazzo complete with frescoed

ceilings and a private boat arrival.



e Four Seasons [ - Mediterranean & Caribbean - The brand’s first-ever yacht just set
sail, and while Four Seasons isn't known for surprises, this one looks like the kind

of serene, beautifully considered cruise I could actually get behind.

e Azuma Farm Koiwai - Iwate, Japan - Adrian Zecha (founder of Aman) is back with
a new brand. Given that he's also behind Azumi Setoda, which I stayed at last year,

[ have high hopes for this one. Opening April 23rd.

New-to-Me

Spaces & places that stopped me mid-scroll and immediately made it into one of my

(meticulously-organized) saved folders.

e L'Adventure - Paris, France - Just came across this theatrical hotel/restaurant/club
from Group Beaumarly with Arc de Triomphe views. It’s designed by Vincent
Darré and Martin Brudnizki, two of the most maximalist designers working

today, so you know the interiors are stunning.

e Hotel Endsleigh - Devon, England - A misty, romantic Regency hunting lodge
filled with whimsical wallpaper, clawfoot tubs, and 100 acres of dreamy gardens

designed by Humphry Repton. Consider me officially obsessed.

Lately

Recent travels, current obsessions, and everything in between.

My parents came to visit us on Kauai, which was such a welcome distraction from the
increasingly terrifying news cycle. We were set to go to Oahu for a little trip down
memory lane (my dad was born and raised there), but due to both the devastating Kona

Low flooding and my son getting sick we ended up cancelling.

Not sure how much is getting covered outside Hawaii, but the flooding was
catastrophic for a lot of people. If you're looking for ways to help those impacted,

check out this article from Honolulu Magazine.

On a lighter note — my birthday is coming up so I asked my husband to make a cozy
window seat in our bedroom as my gift. I'll be ordering a custom cushion from Etsy
and would love some help deciding on a fabric. I've been very into the pink/red combo

lately and found some options on Spoonflower that I'm considering:



I've also been thinking of doing a little island hop solo spa getaway for my birthday
(maybe Sensei Lanai or Rosewood Kona Village), but am a bit hesitant to travel right

now due to the volatile political climate. Anyone else feeling this way?

Truly I've been a bit of a hermit lately. Haven'’t felt like posting on social media or
“doing” much besides reading and binge watching period dramas. I'm up to date on
Bridgerton and Queen Charlotte: A Bridgerton Story and just started The Gilded Age
(it's been harder to get into this one) on HBO Max. Also recently watched Eternity (a
fantasy rom-com with Elizabeth Olsen and Miles Teller) on Apple TV and really
enjoyed it. Recently read Book Lovers by Emily Henry (big fan of her books in general)
and The House Across The Lake by Riley Sager. Both were enjoyable, but not life-

changing. What are you reading or watching? Any recs?

I got this backpack from Lululemon (mostly because I had the AMEX credit to utilize),
but I ended up loving it. It’s got space for my laptop and tons of pockets which are key,
but I think my favorite feature is the secure strap for sliding it onto your luggage

handle, which makes it the perfect personal item imo.

And that concludes our first monthly edit. I'd love to hear what’s useful and what you

want more/less of. Feel free to let me know in the comments!
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The Orient Express Venezia Just Opened in Italy—and We
Were the First to Stay

Venice's Palazzo Dona Giovanelli has been transformed into the Orient Express Venezia, with 47 guest rooms, dining by one of Italy’s most decorated chefs, and an opulent
ballroom.
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Orient Express Venezia.
Credit: Giulio Ghirardi/Orient Express Venezia




WHAT WE LIKE

» The opulent design by architect Aline Asmar d’Amman seamlessly
blends original architectural details with plush velvet-upholstered
sofas, Murano glass chandeliers, and bespoke furnishings.

« The dining program is overseen by Heinz Beck, the lauded German
chef behind La Pergola, Rome’s only three-Michelin-star restaurant.

« The hotel's exclusive list of experiences includes wine tastings at
Venissa, the winery and Michelin-starred restaurant on the island of
Mazzorbo, and fittings at the atelier of Antonia Sautter, the woman
behind the most exclusive masked ball during Carnevale.

ORIENT EXPRESS VENEZIA

Dusk was starting to descend as | followed a codega, a masked guide, out
into the narrow streets of Venice. Dressed in a long black cape and a white
Bauta mask, she led the way with a lantern, just as codegas did in the 15th
century, when Palazzo Dona Giovanelli—the noble palace reborn as the
newly opened Orient Express Venezia—was built. Back then, she said,
Venice was plunged into total darkness every night, making it dangerous for

Venetians to navigate the narrow lanes and canals, so nobles would hire
these lantern-bearers to escort them around the city.

As she led me through covered passageways and over bridges, she
explained that the Cannaregio district, where the hotel is located, developed
as a diverse neighborhood where merchants from all over settled.
Meanwhile, Venice's wealthy families built palazzos with private gardens, the
ultimate luxury in this floating city. After a 40-minute stroll, we were on a pier
where a gondolier was waiting. A bit cliché now, yes, but in the days of the
Venetian Republic, every noble family had a private gondola to transport
them around town. As | glided along the narrow canals by moonlight, | tried
to imagine what the city was like then.
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The grand hotel staircase.
Credit: Giulio Ghirardi/Orient Express Venezia

“Palazzo Dona Giovanelli has so many layers that you peel. The first time |
walked into the palazzo, | had this sense of Old World theater but also
vitality,” says architect Aline Asmar d’Amman, gesturing up at the grand
octagonal staircase crowned by a celestial vault. It took eight years of
painstaking restorations to return the building to its former glory and
transform it into the city’s newest luxury hotel. Orient Express Venezia is the
second in the portfolio of the reborn Orient Express brand, which launched
last year with the opening of the Orient Express La Minerva in Rome and La
Dolce Vita Orient Express train.

“We want this hotel [Orient Express Venezia] to feel like an open living room
in Canareggio,” says Gilda Perez-Alvarado, CEO of Orient Express. “It's a
private mansion, in the end. That's what it's always been for 600 years. We
don't want it to lose this residential essence.”



The hotel's opening marks the first time anyone can book a room at Palazzo
Dona Giovanelli, or even stop by for an aperitivo or a meal, for that matter. As
| wandered through the elegant salons of the piano nobile, with ornate
frescoes, gilded moldings, and carved wooden doors, | was enveloped by
centuries of history. There seemed to be a hidden treasure around every
corner, from the Music Room to the Ballroom where Princess Vittoria Farnese
was wed in the 16th century.

Read on for my review of the Orient Express Venezia.

The Rooms

A Junior Suite. 10f3
Credit: Giulio Ghirardi/Orient Express Venezia




The hotel's 47 guest rooms and suites range from cozy 323-square-foot
Superior Rooms to spacious and opulent Signature Suites with soaring
ceilings, original frescoes, and chandeliers. Regardless of category, all
accommodations feature comfortable beds, bespoke wardrobes and
minibars, Lavazza espresso machines, Dyson hairdryers, and marble
bathrooms with sculpted pedestal sinks and full-sized Guerlain bath
products.

The six Signature Suites are fit for royalty, with canopy headboards and moire
wallcoverings that evoke the undulating water of the canals. The Orient
Express Apartment has a monumental sculpted fireplace, wood marquetry
floors, and 18th-century mirrors, while the Cherubini Suite is crowned by a
1958 chandelier by Carlo Scarpa and frescoes depicting cherubs.

lFood and Drink

La Casati Restaurant.
Credit: Giulio Ghirardi/Orient Express Venezia



The hotel's dining program bears the imprint of decorated chef Heinz Beck,
who also created the menus for the Orient Express train. La Casati, named

for the eccentric 1920s marquise Luisa Casati, is the hotel’s all-day dining
destination. Don’t expect burgers and Caesar salad; the menu offers
sophisticated twists on Venetian fare like pasta filled with creamed cod,
yellow tomatoes, and sumac, or beef braised in amarone wine with grilled
red chicory.

Beck’s eponymous fine dining restaurant and the Wagon Bar, inspired by art
deco trains, are coming soon. In the warmer months, both La Casati and
Heinz Beck Venezia will offer the chance to dine al fresco in the palazzo’s
garden.

The Spa
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The Sala della Cultura.
Credit: Giulio Ghirardi/Orient Express Venezia



Although not yet open, the spa will feature two treatment rooms. One will
include a steam bath as part of the rasul treatments, drawing inspiration
from ancient Ottoman spa rituals. Massages and facials will incorporate the
organic Sicilian skincare line Furtuna Skin. A gym overlooking the canal will
be equipped with Technogym equipment, free weights, and strength training
machines.

Accessibility

The public spaces, including the restaurants, are fully accessible, and there’s

an elevator to bring guests to the upper floors. There are two ADA-accessible
rooms.

How Lo Book

Interior of the hotel lobby.
Credit: Giulio Ghirardi/Orient Express Venezia



The hotel participates in Accor’s All loyalty program, which offers members
perks such as 10 percent off standard rates, upgrades, and late check-out. It
is also part of American Express Fine Hotels & Resorts. Card members

receive a $100 resort credit, complimentary daily breakfast for two, and
more.

Nightly rates at Orient Express Venezia start from 1,210 euros ($1,395).

Every T+L hotel review is written by an editor or reporter who has stayed at
the property, and each hotel selected aligns with our core values.
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Orient Express Venezia Opens
Today: A 15th Century Palazzo
Reawakened

Venice, Italy — March 30, 2026 — Orient Express proudly unveils Orient Express Venezia at Palazzo

Dona Giovannelli, the extraordinary rebirth of the 15th century architectural jewel, owned by
Arsenale Group, reimagined by architect and interior designer Aline Asmar d’Amman as a hotel, for
the first time in nearly six centuries. A new icon in the brand’s constellation of ultra-luxury travel
experiences, the hotel invites guests into a

world where Venetian history, contemporary artistry and the legendary spirit of the Orient Express
art of travel converge in perfect harmony. Once a celebrated crossroad on the

legendary route from Paris to Istanbul, Venice reclaims its role as a theatrical gateway for the Orient

Express world of luxury travel.

Nestled in the quiet rhythm of Cannaregio, the Palazzo rises where two canals intertwine along the
Rio di Noale, an address of serenity, history,and cinematic beauty. Here, Orient Express introduces a
new chapter in its Italian journey, following the opening last year of the hotel Orient Express La

Minerva in Rome and La Dolce Vita Orient Express, the luxury train inaugurated in 2025.



Meticulously conceived by Aline Asmar dAmman, known for her ability to weave heritage
architecture with contemporary artistic expression, the Palazzo has been restored with deep respect
for its origin, introducing a sense of refined contemporary elegance. Her creative vision shapes the
journey in a sequence of wonders, informed by the stories embedded in every architectural detail
she unearthed. Embracing the Serenissima’s legendary legacy as a gate between East and West, she
choreographs this theatrical journey, where imagination, craftsmanship, and centuries of Venetian
culture converge. The hotel features 47 uniquely crafted rooms, suites, and residences, where each
space is elevated with intentional interiors and singular atmosphere, reflecting the layered

architectural history of the building and the romance of Venetian living.

A THEATRICAL VOYAGE, SET IN MOTION
BY ORIENT EXPRESS

Palazzo Dona Giovannelli has long embodied the spirit of Venice as a crossroad of culture and
imagination. In the mid-19th century, Count Andrea Giovannelli commissioned architect Giovanni
Battista Meduna, celebrated for restoring the neighboring Ca’ d’Oro, to reimagine its interiors
withneogothic galore, Baroque accents, and the Palazzo’s iconic octagonal staircase crowned by a

celestial vault.

During the Ninth Congress of Italian Scientists in 1847, the Palazzo reopened as a stage for salons,
debates, and grand receptions. In these historical spaces, intellect and imagination thrived. Over the
years, the Palazzo grew through love and noble alliances, as reflected in the Salone Vittoria, a setting

befitting royalty.

Today, Orient Express Venezia rekindles that spirit. As day shifts into night, The Grand
Transformation subtly alters the mood, lights soften,candles flicker, and the Palazzo

becomes a theatre of shadows, reflections, and whispered intrigue. A handpicked Cast of
Characters guides guests through curated experiences, immersing them in a world where every

moment is an act in a larger narrative.



A MASTERPIECE RESTORED WITH DEVOTION

Aline Asmar dAmman’s aesthetic vision unveils the Palazzo through a refined interplay of contrasts
and memories, intentional architecture, and poetic precision: bold gestures of interior architectural
grafting are balanced with infinitely sophisticated details, painted frescoes meet sculptural forms,
historical details infinitely reflect into tinted mirrored surfaces. An array of exquisite precious
natural stones, meticulously curated and highly crafted, merge into the Palazzo’s architectural body,

weaving moments of sensual wonderment in the most intimate spaces.

The “Lost Colors” or “Colori Persi” of Venice softly re-emerge, woven into textures and curtains,
furnishings, and finishes, transforming the Piano Nobile’s historical salons into a succession of
inhabited living canvases, punctuated by a bold intervention of vast cabinets of wonder. Venetian
craftsmanship converses with contemporary art and works by masters of their time, while
embossed leathers and moiré silks dress the walls, echoing the ever-shifting dialogue of light and
shadow dancing across the canals. Patinated walls, carved surfaces and artisanal finishes recall the

passage of time, their textures lend a sense of modern, ageless allure.

One of the most unexpected revelations of this transformation is the Palazzo’s lobby, il Corte del
Conte, once an open mineral cortile, elevated intoa grand living room, layered with sculpted boiserie,
velvet lushness and spectacular bespoke Murano chandeliers, balancing the soul of a home with a

dramatic sense of theater.

The Palazzo’s secret garden, a secluded sanctuary hidden at its heart, surprises and delights with its
whimsical corners, sophisticated tents,Juxuriant fountain and antique gates, lit by delicate Venetian
lanterns diffusing their cinematic warm glow. Long concealed behind centuries old walls, the garden
is transformed into an almost otherworldly space where nature, architecture, and silence meet. Calle
Meraviglia, a realm of discoveries, connects the garden to the lobby, hosting a rotating selection of
contemporary works aligned with Venice’s cultural calendar and reinforcing the hotel’s role as a

living cultural salon.

Every path and each floor lead to countless discoveries and encounters with marvels of the past, in
magnetic dialog with creative nowness. The result is a world of theatrical elegance where centuries

of Venetian creativity meet the timeless codes of Orient Express.



LIVING SPACES, CULTURAL ATMOSPHERES

The 47 rooms, suites, and residences reveal the intimate elegance of Venetian life, each space gently
shaped by the architectural layers of centuries past. Restored murals, sculptural ceilings, and views

opening onto gardens and canals create a rare and immersive sense of place.

History comes alive in the six Signature Suites, each telling a different story: Orient Express Suite,

Colori Persi Suite, Del Conte Suite, Teatro Suite, Cherubini Suite and La Minerva Suite.

Exclusive spaces ranging up to 145 sqm reveal the hotel’s most hidden treasures: 19th-century
frescoes dedicated to the goddess Minerva andmythical flying figures that evoke the grandeur of a
bygone era, gilded salons animated by dancing cherubs, monumental marble fireplaces with
mesmerizing sculptural shells, all flanked with tall windows opening onto some of the most coveted
views over Venice’s canals. Each suite is a unique experience, where artistic heritage meets

contemporary luxury.

THE ART OF DINING

The culinary vision of Orient Express Venezia is anchored by the signature of Three-Michelin
starred Chef Heinz Beck, marking one of the most anticipated gastronomic

debuts of the year. His creative imprint elevates the entire food & beverage universe of the palazzo.

Heinz Beck Venezia, an intimate gourmet concept by the acclaimed chef, unfolds within the historic
orangerie, offering a fine dining and deeply sensorial culinary journey designed exclusively for the
hotel. La Casati, the hotel’s all-day dining restaurant, channels the theatrical, avant garde spirit of
Marchesa Luisa Casati. Featuring a rare privategarden, it becomes a stage where Heinz Beck’s
philosophy meets Venetian inspiration in a choreography of flavor, artistry, and spectacle. The
Wagon Bar, an Art Deco-inspired bar, pays homage to the legendary lounge cars of the original

Orient Express trains, blending crafted mixology with a touch of mystery and nocturnal charm.



Salone Vittoria, located at the first noble floor of the hotel, embodies the splendor and historical
memory of a venue once dedicated to the wedding of Princess Vittoria Farnese.
A treasure trove of extraordinary architectural and artistic beauty, it preserves centuries of elegance

and ceremonial glamour, re-imagined to host the most solemn moments in the heart of Venice.

Guests may arrive directly by boat through the Gothic water gate, a dramatic and evocative gesture
that recalls the timeless romance of travel between East and West and sets the tone for a stay that
interlaces heritage, culture, and culinary excellence. Beyond the palazzo’s interiors, guests are
invited to experience Venice through the lens of Orient Express, exploring the surrounding streets of

Cannaregio, or discovering thecity’s storied craftsmanship and artistic traditions.

“With Orient Express Venezia, we open a new chapter in the legacy of our brand, one that celebrates
Venice as a global capital of culture, beauty, and imagination. Palazzo Dona
Giovannelli has been revived with extraordinary craftsmanship and deep respect for its six centuries

of history, becoming a place where the art of travel meets the soul of the city.

This hotel embodies the essence of Orient Express: a constellation of rare experiences, each rooted in
heritage yet reimagined for a newgeneration of discerning travelers. Venice now stands as a
luminous cornerstone of our vision, bridging past and future, and inviting guests into aworld of

timeless elegance and discovery.” Gilda Perez-Alvarado, CEO Orient Express.

“With the refurbishment of the iconic Palazzo Dona Giovannelli we continue our strategy of
investing in unique heritage assets and unlockingtheir long-term value through thoughtful
redevelopment. The new Orient Express Venezia at Palazzo Dona Giovannelli represents a
meaningful step in the development of a distinctive portfolio that brings together iconic locations
and a contemporary approach to ultra-luxury. The Palazzo embodies a unique dialogue between
history and innovation, where centuries of Venetian culture are carefully reinterpreted through a
modernlens. Venice remains one of the most strategic destinations in international travel, and this
project, together with hotel Orient Express La Minerva in Rome and La Dolce Vita Orient Express
trains, reflects our commitment to strengthening Italy’s position at the forefront of global
luxuryexperiences, through long-term investment in assets of enduring cultural and economic

value.” Paolo Barletta, CEO Arsenale Group.



“Iam truly proud to unveil the opening of Orient Express Venezia, a destination where timeless
elegance meets contemporary luxury. This magnificent project is not only a

milestone, but a heartfelt tribute to Venice’s unique heritage and spirit of hospitality. I look forward
to personally welcoming guests from around the world to share in an experience that is both

authentic and unforgettable” Bartolomeo Fusco, General Manager Orient Express Venezia.

“I imagined the transformation of Orient Express Venezia at Palazzo Dona Giovannelli as a theatrical
sequence of wonders, a tribute to the whimsical mysteries of Venice and the spectacular marvels of
the 15th architectural jewel, unearthed and restored. In this eight-year creative transformative
journey, the walls speak, revealing layers of enchantment magnified by the dialog with
contemporary creation. Embracing theduality of legacy and reinvention, I find inspiration in the
unique position of Venice as a gateway between East and West, amplified by its exceptional tapestry

of artistry and modern vitality” Aline Asmar D’Amman, Architect & Interior Designer.
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Orient Express Venezia, Venice

The facade of Orient Express Venezia



In short... Right in the heart of charming Cannareggio, the new Orient Express Venezia occupies an

immaculately restored 15th-century palazzo, with enchantment hiding behind every corner—

embodying the true meaning of La Serenissima.

Walking around Cannareggio; View of the garden and Strada Nuova

The surroundings... Arriving into Venezia Santa Lucia (the city’s central station), I was whisked
outside by a hotel representative and directed canalside to an elegant water taxi. After a 15-minute ride
through winding canals, passing historic palazzi, elegant commuters and the touristy but charming
gondoliere, we pulled up to the pale pink facade of Orient Express Venezia. The property is in the
northeastern neighborhood of Cannareggio, once the city’s prominent merchant hub and home to
many Renaissance artists. The dual frontage is a rare asset: the street side opens onto Strada Nuova, a
busy thoroughfare lined with shops—you likely won’t want to spend much time on it, but it's a well-
connected artery for exploring the city on foot—while the lagoon side offers seclusion and easy access
to Cannaregio’s quieter streets, as well as a Vaporetto stop. Unlike many of Venice's larger luxury
properties, you're not right on the busy Grand Canal, which is honestly a plus. And as the only true 5-

star palace property in the area, it feels unique.



The garden; Stairway to the Piano Nobile

The backstory... Located in Palazzo Dona Giovannelli, the Orient Express Venezia opened last week
after 8 years of intense and immaculate restoration. The palazzo has a rich history: originally built with
rumored connections to the architect of the iconic Doge's Palace, it passed through the hands of
various noble families during its heyday, before being restored in the mid-19th century by famed
architect and restoration expert, Giovannie Battista Meduna. After years of abandonment, Orient
Express took it over and for the restoration hired Lebanese architect Aline Asmar d'’Amman, also
known for her work at the Hotel de Crillon and Le Jules Verne atop the Eiffel Tower. I had the chance
to meet Aline during my visit and she was so inspiring and full of passion for the property and the
palazzo. While the entire hotel is incredible, with light-filled common areas and an innate attention to
detail throughout, her chefd’aeuvre lies in the 6 speciality suites on the piano nobile of the palazzo.



The lobby

The vibe... The property feels more like a traditional palazzo than a hotel. A small reception area and
lobby seating area are appointed with elegantly effortless furnishings, coffee table books, and scattered
plants, as guests are invited to lounge freely in this space, taking a morning cappuccino and an
afternoon spritz in between hours exploring the city. There’s a leafy, shaded inner courtyard just off of
the lobby, and a large garden patio at the back of the lobby where you can also sit for a meal or
aperitivo, and is lovely when the sun is shining. Inside an enclave just before the lobby, a grand spiral
staircase leads up to the piano nobile (more on that below), with intricate stonework and light pouring
in from the skylight. A lovely contrast exists throughout between antiquity and modernity, especially

within the common spaces—not unlike Venice itself.

Details from the signature suites



The rooms... The palazzo has only 47 keys, 6 of which belong to the collection of “Signature Suites”
located on the noble floor of the palazzo. While most guests are unlikely to book these (very pricey)
suites, they're emblematic of the care and intentionality brought to the intricate restoration of the
palazzo and the hotel. I was lucky enough to get a tour of these rooms by Aline herself, who detailed
the process of transforming them over the past 8 years. Each suite tells a different story in its design
and artwork; Aline recalled coming in from Paris each week during the renovation, only to be surprised
by a new fresco that had been excavated beneath years of stucco. As a former art history major (and
someone who has seen her fair share of high-end hotel rooms), I found them truly awe-inspiring: each
room with soaring ceilings of Renaissance frescoes to gold-leafing to intricately carved and painted

wooden beams.

Moments from the signature suites

I imagine it feels like staying in a museum with the modern luxuries of a five-star hotel. TVs are
expertly hidden in mirrors, charging ports and outlets are nowhere to be seen, and the bathrooms are
constructed in genius “water closets” (which Aline called “salons de bain™)—essentially standalone
boxes in the room to preserve the integrity of the ceiling fresco. The closets are modeled on vintage
travel trunks, and if you look closely enough, nothing is actually touching the walls in an effort to
preserve the art. My favorite room was truly fit for a princess, complete with a Marie Antoinette-
esque hidden bathroom disguised into the moiré ribbon wall. The beds are huge and adorned with

beautiful draped canopies, and all of the cushions and chairs are made with beautiful Fortuny fabric.



Room 411

As for the 47 other rooms: I stayed in a superior room on the 4th (penultimate) floor, with a great view
over Cannareggio—and on a clear day, of the Dolomites. It was sleek and modern, with touches
reminiscent of the palazzo's history—exposed wood beams, beautiful marble floors, carpets that mimic
the palazzo’s frescoes, as well as classic Orient Express motifs—scattered velvet touches, standalone
marble sinks, a leather-clad coffee machine, an incredibly plush robe and perfect bedsheets. The room
had beautiful light and was very comfortable. I woke up to church bells and fell asleep to the sounds of

water taxis rushing through the canals—pretty much perfect!

The food & drink... The property has three restaurants: Heinz Beck, a fine-dining option run by a
Michelin-starred chef, La Casati; their more casual all-day dining restaurant, and The Wagon Bar, Art
Decorinspired and ideal for aperitivo and cichetti alla Veneziana. I didn’t have a chance to eat there as
our visit coincided with the hotel’s opening party and meals were organized around special events, but

the spaces are cozy with beautiful marble terrazzo.

The wellness... While the spa wasn’t yet open, I'm sure it will be incredible, especially thanks to its
partnership with Yolo favorite Furtuna Skin. The sumptuous toiletries in the room are by Guerlain.
And there’s no better workout than a brisk walk around the city, up and down canal bridges while

trying to speed through crowds of tourists!



Commute from the station to the hotel; An antique Murano chess set Aline found for one of the suites

Is it kid-friendly? Yes—and Cannareggio is a great area for kids, walking distance to most major sights

with ample room for running around right on your doorstep.

Parting words... Perfect for those looking for a true luxury experience without the hustle and bustle of
being right on the Grand Canal, and the opportunity to be totally immersed in restored architectural

splendor of a different era.

Date of stay... March 30th-April 1st, 2026
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‘Whats the wellness concept?

Furtuna Skinsthe exclusiveskincar partnerof the SPA t Orient Express La
Minerva, Founden b ormer model Agatha Relota Luczo, the aia lury
Skineare brand - whih counts coldritis ke Martha Stevwartand Hatly Biber

Smong s s - practices regenerative sgrculture on an 800 scrc organic farm

1t productsharness the power o wildrown botaical,whose

essences e extacteusing soun bathsfor visibly transfomative resut.

{ake caref one another,and how we make our roducs” Luczoexplains. It

‘Whatacethesignature treatments?

‘60-minutetreatment ha laves you el radiant oth nsdeand out. I¢

involves the applicaton feight iffeent products meant 0 cleanse exfolse nd.

G Sha,  techmiqeroted in Chinese medicine known o reducing poffines

encouraginglymphati drainage and temporarily lightening the skin. The

mask worksits magicon sour fce

na 9 s
expressacals an foot massaesfr those with it time o spare I yon dohave

hours. The 120-minute Dea Minervs Hammar Ritual. o exampl, tats with

oy wrap.
‘Whih therapist should 1 book?

Therear thoee therapists i aditon 0 the sa manager and they'veall been
rained by representative from Furtuna Skin. My therspist, Eva, had 3 confident

tonch that e me et s

What makes it diferent?

Toour knowdg, the SPA atthe Orien Express La Minerva i the anly plac n
Romeoeing s Kind ofraditional Otoman haanmarntestment. And s

onlyspa in Rame with trestmentsusing products by Furtuna Sk,

When e the opportunity o patner with Minerva, it was the perfect

partnershi because we have the same philosophy. valucs,an gl Lcso ol

e "Werea sy brand that rspects atsancraflsmanship. (s all about

delvering e highest qualityfrom all services.

‘What ese dothey offer?

stor The
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mesicin blls, oamrollers, bl domes, dumbbels,an resistance b,

Privateyoga pilates, nd personal tainin sessionsare available upon reques

Where do youstay?

Rigoato th hotel fabulousroftopsestaurant, where the barenders empt you
withexquisit orginal cockiail nd the e Festores it ke rufle-laed caci

pepe and gl tenderlon with cardoncel mushrooms.

Anything etse to mention?
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Final word
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ROME’S ORIENT EXPRESS
HOTEL OPENS THE SPA

A woellness journey from West to East, tracking the world's most
famous train route

‘The steam has finally settled at Rome's Orient Express La Minerva,
drifting into the longawaited spa titled, with characteristic confidence,
‘The SPA. It offers a necessary departure from the Exernal City's round-the-
clock electricty, providing a retreat that remains deeply steeped in local
ritual and custom,

Though the original 1883 line charted a more northern course, La
Minerva reimagines the itinerary. The steam-led wellness experience maps
the brand’s iconic trajectory as it was conceived in Paris — led by French
Mesxican architect Hugo Toro — and eventually finds its way to Istanbul,
the train route’s Eastern finale, represented by the Turkish Bathhouse.

Where the route goes off course is somewhere in berween, wi

celebrates its new Italian residency, achieved through Sicilian botanicals by
Furtuna Skin and the three stages of the Roman thermal bath: the mild
tepidarium, the swelering caldarium and the invigorating frigidarium

Itis an itinerary for all the senses, proving that sometimes the most
rewarding journeys happen when you wander off track.

Orient.express.com
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Orient Express La Minerva hotel creates
Ottoman-inspired spa

Romes Orent Expross La Minerva ofelHas unveld the Spa,anow.

Jenny Southan reports
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Renowned Chef, Heinz Beck, Brings His Skills to Orient Express Venezia @ Q
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Renowned Chef, Heinz Beck, Brings His Skills to Orient SEARCH LUXURIOUS MAGAZINE
Express Venezia

by Editorial Team Published 9 March 2026 at 11:00
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Sleepscape for World Sleep
Day

Angélique Schmeinck's
Extraordinary Edible Art
Comes to Quinta do Lago

Yamaha's Quiet Revolution:
How s Bikes Bridge Africa's
Healthcare Gaps

Gen Alpha ‘The Dreamers’ Will
Be the Ones Reshaping the
Luxury Industry

In a masterful fusion of Roman precision and Serenissima
soul, three-Michelin-starred maestro Heinz Beck unveils a
culinary odyssey across Orient Express Venezia’s historic
palazzo—where lagoon whispers meet lightness perfected,
redefining luxury dining in the world’s most poetic city.

Experience The Magic
Faraway Tree in Scottish
Woods and England's Capital

Venice, that eternal dream woven from water and whisper, has long seduced the senses with its labyrinthine
beauty. Now, as Orient Express breathes new life into a 15th-century palazzo in the untouched heart of
Cannaregio, it has unveiled a culinary titan to orch its soul. Th el d chef
Heinz Beck, whose La Pergola in Rome has held its celestial trio of stars for over two decades, a bastion of
technical finesse and flavour clarity, has taken the helm at Orient Express Venezia to curate every bite, sip,
and social flourish across its reborn spaces.

The Bentayga Artenara Edition
Takes Bentley Motors to Even
Greater Heights

Chef Heinz Beck, alongside his Beck & Maltese Consulting team and resident Chef Pasquale Rivetti, draws Donut Lab's Solid-State
from the lagoon's bounty and Mediterranean whispers, crafting menus that honour Venetian heritage through Battery Shines in Heat - and
alens of balance, lightness, and nutritional poetry, principles that have defined his global acclaim. in Real World Use:

Heinz Beck Venezia: Precision in the Orangerie
Atthe pinnacle sits Heinz Beck Venezia, an intimate 20-seat sanctum within the palazzo's former Orangerie,
aglow under sculpted glass that evokes lagoon depths—a design born of dAmman's dialogues with Beck on

edible floral secrets. The Kuaya CEO Sit Hajar

Onris Vision for Mental Health
arein kL

Open solely for dinner it channels the chef's philosophy: cuisine as equilibrium, where amberjack dances

with ash buttermilk, fresh peas, and salted lemon; of red prawns entwine with carrots and lagoon seaweed.

Local treasures, refined by contemporary sleight, yield dishes of profound simplicity—lightness not as

restraint, but revelation

Did the Turin Shroud Capture
La Casati: Venice’s Daily Rhythm Revealed aBody's Dying Biophotonic
For the palazzo's more languid pulse, La Casati unfolds Venetian tradition in relaxed cadence~lunch and
dinner amid living textures and theatrical spaces inspired by the eccentric Luisa Casati. Seasonal ingredients
root recipes in Serenissima soil, with summer unveiling a rare 300-square-metre garden oasis amid urban
canals. Here, Beck's method infuses the everyday with elegance, turning cicchetti into contemplative pauses

Kombucha: A Fermented
Magical Tea Elixr for the
Modern Microbiome

Wagon Bar and Salone oria: Heritage Revived

Echoing the golden age of rail romance, Orient Express Venezia's Art Deco Wagon Bar lingers into the night,
serving light savouries by day and yielding to signature cocktails, a nod to the brand's storied trains. Upstairs,
Salone Vittoria, once nobility's ballroom beneath 18th-century chandeliers, hosts spectacular breakfasts and
gala feasts, each menu a bespoke homage to Venetian hospitality under Beck's discerning eye

Architect Aline Asmar ’Ammans renovation since 2018 marries the palazzo's legacy (built in 1436) with
contemporary grace, amplifying Beck's vision: gastronomy as the palazzo's heartbeat, weaving fine dining,
informality, and celebration into one Venetian journey.

Churchill Sir Winston
Collection: Cuervo y Sobrinos’
282-Piece Homage

Capture Harmony: Lin Xiang
Xiong Gallery's Debut Photo
Contest in Penang

Why the Labour Party Could
Reclaim Hearts by Staying Out
of the War in Iran

Amalgam Collection's £44,995
Spitfire Mk 1a K9998 90th
Anniversary Masterpiece

Inside one of the suites at Orient Express La Minerva, which opened in Apri, 2025. Dt 151 Nrhalza Gots
First Locally Assembled GWM
As the company expands—with the La Minvera property (above), trains like La Dolce Vita, and forthcoming WEY GO Hid PHEV
yachts—its Orient Express Venezia outpost, opening in April 2026, is choosing to place cuisine as travel's

truest art: not mere sustenance, but soul stirred by sea, stone, and stellar craft.
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ancient healing traditions F
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Orient Express La Minerva unveils The e | e |[roim
SPA - Newly Conceived Holistic tondon | Carae || Flonds
Wellness Space with Ottoman-Inspired Cotfor | spors | Avara

Hammam rituals P | o || Morceo
Seatle || Scotland | Thaland
Orient Express La Minerva’s Spa draws directly on the
legacy of Roman thermae and the Ottoman hammam.
Designed by Artist-Architect Hugo Toro and conceived
as a place of transformation, The Spa offers a journey
through baths and treatments in which time slows, and Couples || lceland || Chrisimas
cach stage prepares the next. Maldes | Soveria | Crises

Ausalis | NewYork | Tukey
land | Gemany | Algare

Colorsda | ravel s

Dubin | Marskesh | Croatia
This approach echoes the spirit of the Orient Express journey, understood as

a passage, a crossing, and a fully immersive sensory experience. Poland | Mexico

Accommodation | Pisburgh
The Spa's essence is structured around steam and a sequenced spatial

progression inspired by the three stages of the ancient thermal ritual: the Family || Museum || Finland
tepidarium, a temperate space of gradual lidarium, a

Masic || T || Losvegas
warm environment combining pools and steam; and the frigidarium, the final
invigorating cold bath Dubsi | Nowasy || Tahti

TopialSky || Camino
Spaces altemate between shared relaxation areas, and single and double ropicl Sy || G

treatment rooms. Hand-blown Murano glass fixtures cast a soft, candle-like Sutzaand || Netherlands
glow, heightening the tactile atmosphere. Brown travertine, red and veined
marble, Roman-style plaster and stained oak create a powerful dialogue of
textures. The contrast of stone, wood and richly woven textiles, including the ndis || Budspest | Caschis
canopy beds in the relaxation area, anchors the space in a distinctly earthy,
elemental sensibilty.

Burcslons | Berdn | Hungary

ffica | Desl | Otanco

Ba || Amstardam || Barbacos
Afinely crafted marble hammam rises as the heart of The Spa, surrounded by

delicate fountains resembling Triton basins, echoing those found in the. Ghina || Malt || Mallorca
h Cont

ightlines, Indoresia || Troin
deepening the exploration of ight and texture. The hammam, an ancient

Ottoman purification ritual, ntegrates Roman influences, establishing a

dialogue between East and West, recalling the historic route of the Orient

Express linking Paris to Constantinople.

Among the treatments offered, the signature rituals Dea Minerva and Stop.
Constantinople invite guests on a complete sensory journey: rose-infused
foot baths, aromatic steam, kassa exfoliation, ghassoul clay wraps, foaming
massages, and face and hair treatments. Raxul rtuals leave guests feeling
refreshed, with their senses awakened and skin radiant. Passed down from
Byzantium to Istanbul, theseexperiences celebrate the regenerative power of
water, heat, and touch.

Furtuna Skin, the Italian luxury skincare house rooted in regenerative
agriculture and is th

partner of The SPA at Orient Express La Minerva. Formulated using
ingredients cultivated on the brand's 800-acre organic estate in Siclly, La
Furtuna Estate, it products harness extra-virgin olive oil, wild-foraged
botanicals, and medicinal herbs grown in accordance with biodiversity- led
restoration practices. Deeply aligned with the Spa's reverence for ancient
titual and elemental healing, Furtuna Skin's approach bridges heritage and
high- perf honored agr with modem
extraction science to deliver visibly transformative results.

Obsidian treatments, including the signature Furtuna Skin x La Minerva
Exclusive Vibrancy Facial, have been developed for The Spa, combining
manual techniques, beauty tools such as an obsidian Gua Sha, and natural
active ingredients. The treatments signed by Furtuna Skin designed nature’s
most potent skin-reviving ingredients, and awaken the senses with unique

circulatory stimul d fying techniq

Accessible at all hours, The Gym and The Kinesis Room complete the.
experience. Equipps Technogym Artis and functio
training tools, each session may be guided by a personal trainer upon
request, with programmes in ftness, yoga or Pilates tailored to your
individual goals

The Spa at Orient Express La Minerva is a coherent architectural ensemble,
where space, ritual, and movement converge in a holistic path to
regeneration. Inspired by the ancient healing traditions of the East, its
treatments transport guests on a sensorial journey that evokes distant
cultures and timeless rituals, offering an immersive experience of wellness in
the heart of the Eternal City

Book your experience today: hitpsi//wwrworient.

Accommodstion
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SIAYING POWER

From Riviera hideaways to glittering
city landmarks, the year's most
anticipated hotel openings are giving
seasoned travellers new reasons
to check in. Here are 11 standout
properties set to debut in 2026.

BY RACHEL INGRAM

OMAN

THE MALKALI

Visit for:
Omani landscapes
and star-filled nights

man’s landscapes are some

of the most stunning in

the Middle East, and The

Malkai makes the most

of them. Set deep among
dunes, the retreat, opening in autumn, is
designed to frame the views rather than
compete with them. Expect low-rise
stone buildings and luxury tents, terraces
that open straight onto the sand, and
suites with private pools where guests
can cool off between guided dune
drives and camel treks.

Desert excursions and spa treatments
in a wellness space rooted in regional
traditions will fill the hours by day, while
nights are for stargazing sessions and
conversations around the fire. It should
make for one of the most compelling new
ways to experience Oman.

RosB REcommENDs: The Owner’s
Pavilion Suite (€8,700 per night)—a 255
sqm private retreat with three bedroom
pavilions, a central living space and
private pool, plus exclusive access to
dedicated Defenders and curated Omani
experiences. themalkai.com

Hotel Openings | Travel
PRIL 2
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VENICE

AIRELLES PALLADIO

Visit for:

cross the

‘water on
Giudecca,
Airelles
Palladio
offers an unusual luxury
in Venice: space. The
hotel, opening in April,
occupies a Palladian

132 Travel | Hotel Openings
APRIL 2026

Lagoon views
away from the crowds

complex surrounded

by gardens—a rarity

in the lagoon—with
views back across to St.
Mark’s Square. Inside,
the restoration reveals
soaring ceilings, frescoes
and elegant Venetian
details, paired with

the brand’s signature
hospitality. Rooms
will feel grand yet
comfortable, while the
restaurants will focus on
regional flavours and local
seafood.

Private boats will
shuttle guests across to

the city’s museums and
palazzi, though many
may prefer lingering in
the gardens with a spritz
instead. The new opening
will offer Venice regulars
something different: all
the city’s splendour, just
removed from the bustle.

ROBE RECOMMENDS:

The Suite del Doge (€55,000
per night)—a sprawling 450
sqm four-bedroom residence
in Villa Frollo with frescoed
ceilings, antique furnishings
and extraordinary views across
St. Mark’s Basilica and the
Doge’s Palace.airelles.com

VENICE

ORIENT EXPRESS VENEZIA

Visit for:
Old-world elegance

he legendary Orient Express

name returns in April

with a Venetian hotel that

embraces the chicness of

its iconic train. Housed in
a grand palazzo on the Grand Canal, the
property will feature interiors inspired
by the golden age of the original Orient
Express—think polished wood, rich
fabrics and plenty of cinematic flourish.

Suites will look out onto the canal’s

steady procession of boats, while
restaurants and lounges will host long,
glamorous evenings. Service promises
to be impeccable throughout. Water
taxis will pull up at the private jetty,
delivering guests straight into the swirl of
Venice before they retreat to the calmer
atmosphere of the palazzo.

Ross REcommenps: The Orient Express
Suite (€20,000 per night)—a 145 sqm
Grand Canal-facing residence with
Murano chandeliers, a Neo-Baroque
fireplace and museum-worthy Venetian
art, including works by Busato and Zona.
orient-express.com

Hotel Openings | Travel
APRIL 2026

155



Robb Report

MONACO & COTE DAZUR

“ The Travel Issue
DESTINATIONS TO IGNITE
YOUR WANDERLUST IN 2026

99911 -2602- F: 1200 € - RD ; ,



aspire

NEWS DESTINATIONS REVIEWS INSIGHT COMMUNITY

EVENTS MAGAZINE

ARCTIC [ fresvered:

Last Minute Savings on 2020 Arctic Voyages

Orient Express marks ‘new chapter’ with
opening of Venice property

The 47-key Orient Express Venezia is group’s second hotel

[+ ]x]in]=] a

Orient Express has opened the doors of its new Venice property, marking the group’s second hotel and

“a new chapter in its Italian journey”.

Orient Express Ven is located inside the 15th-century Palazzo Dona Giovannelli, which has been

reimagined into a hotel for the first time in almost six centuries.

The property features 47 rooms, suites and resid: including six Suites that “cach tell a

different story”.

The culinary offering at Orient Express Venezia has been designed by acclaimed chef Heinz Beck,
with the flagship venue Heinz Beck Venezia specialising in fine dining served in the property’s historic

orangery.

La Casati, the all-day dining restaurant and private garden, serves traditional Venetian specialities
and seasonal dishes, while Wagon Bar pays homage to the lounge cars of the original Orient Express

trains.

The hotel features a secret garden, with fountains, scating areas and antique gates. Connecting the
garden and the lobby that’s designed as a “grand living room” is Calle Meraviglia, a space that hosts

“a rotating selection of contemporary works”.
Guests at the property can arrive directly by boat through the water gate and are invited to experience
the city “through the lens of Orient Express”, with excursions that showcase “the city’s storied

craftmanship and artistic traditions™.

The launch follows the opening of the group’s first hotel La Minerva in Rome and the debut of

luxury train La Dolce Vita Orient Express, both of which were inaugurated last year.

Orient Express chief executive Gilda Perez-Alvarado said: “With Orient Express Venezia, we open a
new chapter in the legacy of our brand, one that celebrates Venice as a global capital of culture,

beauty, and imagination.

“Palazzo Dona Giovannelli has been revived with extraordinary craftsmanship and deep respect for

its six centuries of history, becoming a place where the art of travel meets the soul of the city.
“This hotel embodies the essence of Orient Express: a constellation of rare experiences, each rooted in
heritage yet reimagined for a new generation of discerning travellers. Venice now stands as a luminous

cornerstone of our vision, bridging past and future, and inviting guests into a world of timeless

elegance and discovery.”

Hotels
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Orient ExpressiVenezia opens its|/doors =
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Orient Express Venezia has opened its doors within Palazzo Do Giovannell, marking the group’s second hotel in Venice.

Owned by Arsenale Group, the 15th-century palazzo has been reimagined as a hotel by architect and interior designer Aline Asmar

@’ Amman. Her aesthetic vision unveils the Palazzo through a refined interplay of contrasts and memories, inentional architecture and

poetic precision: bold gestures of interior architectural grafting are balanced with infnitely sop}

ticated details, painted frescoes meet

sculptural forms, historical details infinitely reflectinto tinted array of precious natural si ted and high,

crafied, merge into the Palazzo’s architecture,

Timagined the transformation of Orient Express Venezia at Palazzo Dond Giovannelli as a theatrical sequence of wonders, a tribute 1o
the whimsi

mysteries of s of the 15th archi 1 jewel, uncarthed and restored.” s Al

Asmar D’ Amman, “In this eight- year creative transformative journey, the walls speak, revealing layers of enchantment magnified by the

dialogue with porary Embracing the duality of legacy Lfind inspiration in of Venice

as a gateway between East and West, amplified by its exceptional tapestry of artstry and modern vitaliy

“The “Lost Colours” or “Colori Persi” of Venice sofly re-cmerge, woven into te $ i d inishes, transfe

the Piano Nobile's historical salons into a succession of inhabited living canvases, punctuated by a bold intervention of vast cabinets.
‘Venetian craftsmanship converses with contemporary art and works by masters of their time, while embossed leathers and moiré silks

dress up the walls in echo light and shadow cross the canas. Patinated wals, carved surfa

‘and artisanal finishes recall the passage of time, their textures lending a sense of moden, ageless allure.

The Palazzo’s lobby, il Corte del Conte,

s been transformed from an open mineral cortile into a grand living room, layered with

sculpted boiserie, velvet and spectacular bespoke Murano chandeliers.

Hidden at the heart of the palazzo is a secret garden with tents, a luxuriant fountain and antique gates, it by delicate Venetian lanterns

diffusing watic warm glow. Calle the garden o the lobby lection of contemporary

works aligned with Venice’s cultural calendar and reinforcing the hotel’s role as a living cultural salon,

Exery path and each loor lead els of the past, in creative

nowness. The result is a world of meet the

Upstairs, the 47 rooms. suites and residences are gently shaped by the architectural layers of centurics past with restored murals.

sculptural ceilings and views opening onto gardens and canals. The six Signature Suites reveal the hotels hidden treasures: 19th-century

10 the goddess M d mythical flying figures that evoke the grandeur of & bygone era: gilded salons animated by
dancing cherubs; monumental marble fireplaces with sculptural shells,all lanked with tal windows opening onto some of the most

coveted views over Venice’s canals,

Overseen by three-Michelin-starred Chef Heinz Beck, the hotel’s culinary programme comprises Heinz Beck Venezia, an intimate fine-

within the historic all-day La Casati; and The Wagon Bar, an Art Deco-inspired bar that pays

homage to the legendary lounge cars of the original Orient Express trains.

Meanwhile on the first floor, Salone Vittoria, is an events space that embodies the splendour and historical memory of Princess Vitioria

Famese’s wedding, preserving centuries of ceremonial glamour

‘With Orient Express Venezia, we open a new chapter in the legacy of our brand, one that celebrates Venice as a global capital of culture,
beauty and imagination.” says Gilda Perez-Alvarado, CEO Orient Express. “Palazzo Dond Giovannelli has been revived with
extraordinary craftsmanship and deep respect for its six centuries of history, becoming a place where the art of travel meets the soul of the

city. This hotel embodies th F Orient Express: . cach rooted in heritage yet dfora

new generation of

2 Nenice now stand: our bridging past and future, and inviting

‘guests into a world of imeless elegance and discovery.”

“With the iconic Palazzo i ofinvesting in unique heritage assets and
term value " adds Paolo Barletta, CEO Arsenale Group. “The new Orient Express
A meaningful step in adistinctive portfolio that bring iconic

locations and a contemporary approach to ultra-luxury. The Palazzo embodies a unique dialogue between history and innovation, where.

centuries of o amodern lens, one of the most in
international travel, and ihi together with hotel Orient E»

Minerva in Rome and La Dolce Vita Orient Express trains,

reflects our commitment 1o strengthening lalys position at the forefront of global luxury experience

5. through long-term investmen in
assets of enduring cultural and economic value.”
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Three-Michelin-star chef Heinz Beck to lead culinary transformation
at Orient Express Venezia

Dishoom launches limited-
edition Chicken Ruby Pie in
collaboration with chef Calum
Franklin

Franz Ferdinand at Brixton
Academ!

LIVE MUSIC

The Other Bennet Sister

AAAAAAAA A A AAAANA

Reminders of Him

Arthur Hill at Wembley Arena

FOOD & TRAVEL DESK

Last Friday, Orient Express Venezia announced the appointment of acclaimed chef Heinz Beck to lead its gastronomic operations across
the historic Venetian hotel. Beck, recognised with three Michelin stars and for his prominent role in European fine dining, will be
shaping the culinary offering throughout, including a signature restaurant, informal eateries and event menus. The move aims to
establish a distinctive food identity for the property, housed within a renovated palazzo.

Beck, working alongside the Beck and Maltese Consulting Team, will curate all food experiences, drawing inspiration from the city's
lagoon and surrounding regions to emphasise technical precision, clarity of flavour and a commitment to balance and lightness. Beck's
vision will be executed on-site by Pasquale Rivetti, who serves as chef in residence.

The hotel, located in one of Venice's historic palaces, has undergone a comprehensive restoration that began in 2018, led by architect
and interior designer Aline Asmar d’Amman. The renovation seeks to revive the building's heritage while incorporating contemporary

design elements, and the culinary programme is similarly integrated with the palazzo's artisti

ic and cultural identity.

The centrepiece is Heinz Beck Venezia, a twenty-seat gastronomic restaurant operating exclusively for dinner. The menu features dishes
such as Amberjack with Ash Buttermilk, Fresh Peas and Salted Lemon and Red Prawn with Carrots and Lagoon Seaweed, highlighting
ingredients from nearby waters and the Mediterranean. The dining room, formerly the orangery, features sculpted glass inspired by

underwater life - a design element that emerged from conversations between Beck and dAmman

For guests seeking a more casual experience, La Casati offers lunch and dinner menus rooted in Venetian heritage and seasonal
produce. The restaurant's design references the eccentric Italian aristocrat who inspired d’/Amman, and in the summer, guests can dine

in a 300-square-metre garden.

The property also houses the Wagon Bar, which pays homage to the original Orient Express railcar lounges with Art Deco influences,
serving light dishes by day and cocktails into the evening. Salone Vittoria, formerly a ballroom, continues to host breakfasts, gala dinners
and private events, with new menus curated by Beck and his team

With Beck's appointment, Orient Express Venezia intends to place gastronomy at the centre of its guest experience, combining fine
dining, informal meals and special occasions within a unified culinary vision. The collaboration reflects an effort to blend cuisine,

hospitality and the palazzo's traditional character, offering guests what the hotel describes as a contemporary interpretation of Venetian

tradition

Food Desk

To book accommodation or a table at one of the restaurants at Orient Express Venezia, Strada Nova 2292 - 30121, Venice, Italy, call +39

04 18 85 80 04 or visit the hotel's website here.

MORE IN FOOD & DRINKS

Rocket Room to open in Leicester
Square with premium cocktails and
interactive games

Food & Travel Desk

Andalusian chef Angel Leén transforms
Aponiente with immersive marshland
dining experience in Cadiz

Food & Travel Desk

Little Pudding and Guinness unveil
exclusive doughnut pudding for St
Patrick’s Day at Seven Dials Market

Food & Travel Desk

1 Lombard Street debuts steak and
unlimited frites Fridays for City diners

Food & Travel Desk

New British bistro Tavern to open in
Shoreditch with refined pub-inspired

menu
Food & Travel Desk

Chishuru and Wilsons to unite for one-
night tasting menu in London to
celebrate West African and produce-

driven cuisine
Food & Travel Desk
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Advertise with us
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Noodle & Beer launches Paws & Bowls
pup-friendly pop-up with bespoke
doggy menu in Spitalfields

Food & Travel Desk

Missing Bean Coffee Roasters opens
seventh sustainable community café in
Charlbury

Food & Travel Desk

Dishoom launches limited-e
Chicken Ruby Pie in collaboration with

chef Calum Franklin
Food & Travel Desk



From-private-islands to-historic
palazzos, discoverthe latest
luxurious.destinations to-put on“your
“travelwish=list forthé year ahead"
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TOP: Rah Gili Maldives is the first
of six individually designed islands
ABOVE: The historic Orient

Express Palazzo Dona Giovannelli

»> BELOW: Luxury interiors at
Airelles Palladio Venezi
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historic wine hotel in Burgundy,

an ultra-luxe reopening in the

Seychelles and two

architectural wonders in Venice
- these new openings may be found
scattered across different parts of the
world, but they all have one thing in
common: a sense of quiet luxury and the
spirit of reinvention. All you have to do is
pack your wanderlust.

TIME TO REVISIT
VENICE

Perfect to fall in love with Venice again are
two prestigious openings in the city.
Airelles Palladio Venezia will be the luxury
brand'’s first opening outside of France.
Carved out of a collection of historic
buildings, the hotel is found on the island
of Giudecca, with views across to St
Mark’s and the Doge’s Palace. Working
with artisans and historians, the
reimagination has resulted in 45
bedrooms, three restaurants and a
wellness garden, with many of the
16th-century details of the original villa
restored to their former glory.

airelles.com

Orient Express Palazzo Dona Giovannelli,
meanwhile, is another historic
masterpiece, created from a palazzo that
dates back to 1436. Opening in April 2026,

guests can expect to step back in time
with much of the building’s bygone
splendour bought back to life - from
arriving by boat to the 15th-century
Gothic portal to the gilded ballroom.
Sprinkling magic throughout your stay are
hidden passageways and a secret garden,
as well as a fine dining restaurant and
beautifully executed rooms.
orient-express.com

FAR-FLUNG AND
FABULOUS

Renowned for its tailor-made itineraries
across the world, Turquoise Holidays’
USP is the ability to curate the dream trip
with authenticity at its heart. One of its
most-anticipated launches for 2026 is
Fregate Island in the Seychelles, which has
reopened after a four-year upgrade. The
ultra-luxurious private island has just 17
sustainably designed villas set into an
untouched, verdant landscape. Its natural
setting, utter seclusion and personalised
service are the big draws. While you can
spend your days soaking up the sun on

a deserted beach, its allure also lies in the
sheer amount of facilities on offer: from

a distillery to a tailor’'s workshop; art
gallery to the largest wine cellar in the
Indian Ocean. It also boasts a world-class
spa and immersive experiences amid the
island’s endemic wildlife, which include
giant Aldabra tortoises and endangered
magpie-robins.

turquoiseholidays.co.uk




THE FRENCH
CONNECTION

Due to open this spring, and set to be one
of France’s big openings for the year
ahead, is Chateau la Commaraine in
Burgundy. Set within a historic vineyard,
the 12th-century estate has undergone

a meticulous four-year restoration,
becoming the region’s first five-star hotel.
The property, which is the sister to the
Royal Champagne Hotel & Spa in
Champillon, has 37 rooms and suites with
period details and views across the fields.
There are also two restaurants from
Christophe Raoux and a lavish spa with
outdoor pool. The estate’s own cuverie
(winery) is built within the chateau itself,
so expect the finest Pinot Noir on tap.
chateaulacommaraine.com

Meanwhile, opening this spring in the
South of France, and predicted to be
Europe’s summer hotspot, is Zannier Ile
de Bendor. Set on a seven-hectare private
island, off the coast of Bandol in Provence,
the whole project has taken five years,
with the original village turned into a
stunning 93-room hotel, with restaurants,
art gallery and a wellbeing centre.
zannierhotels.com/bendor

PUTTING PAROS

ON THE MAP

Placing the postcard-pretty Greek island
of Paros firmly in the spotlight this

summer are two new chic properties.
Meros, part of the Santikos Collection of
hotels, will open in June with 27 rooms
and Cycladic design - think exposed
stone walls, chalky tones and
indoor-outdoor living.
santikoscollection.com

Family-owned Luura Cliff, meanwhile,
features a village-like collection of
whitewashed buildings, private pools and
wellness experiences. Opening in May
2026, it will lean into Paros’s rich culture
with local, immersive experiences,

from marble-carving workshops to
field-to-fork feasts.

luurahotels.com

ALL AT SEA

Known for its Scandi-designed vessels
and thoughtful, culture-rich itineraries,
Viking has a host of new launches for
2026. Two new river ships, Viking Ptah
and Viking Sekhmet, will take guests along
the Nile to soak up the ancient secrets of
Egypt with the company’s thrilling
Pharaohs & Pyramids itinerary. Elsewhere,
new river itineraries have also been
launched, such as New Orleans to
Memphis, an 11-day voyage on the
Mississippi River, discovering the wonders
of the American South. Meanwhile, two
new ocean ships will be added to

Viking’s fleet this year. Viking Mira

debuts this spring with Mediterranean
and Northern European sailings, while the
Viking Libra, will launch at the end of 2026
as the world’s first hydrogen-powered
cruise ship.

vikingcruises.co.uk

CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: Fregate
Island, Seychelles; Luura Cliff and
Mera, Paros; Viking will be sailing
along the Nile; Somewhere Island,
Maldives; Chateau la Commaraine;
Zannier lle de Bendor

MORE, MORE, MORE
IN THE MALDIVES

Here Baa Atoll - Maldives’ two-island
launch takes barefoot luxury to a new level
across two archipelagos, with butler service
and suspended sky infinity pools. The first
to open is Somewhere Island, with seven
suites, while Nowhere Island, launching in
spring, has just two presidential residences,
and is available for exclusive hire.
here-maldives.com

Six & Six Private Islands is another
multi-island concept. Over the next

six years, the company will unveil six
individually designed islands with the first,
Rah Gili Maldives, opening in February,
and the second, Don Maaga Maldives, at
the end of 2026. The ethos is rooted in
Maldivian culture, with local design, cuisine
and experiences at its heart.

rahgili.com
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Paolo Barletta, Founder & CEO of a1
Arsenale Group : “ We are not selling
room-nights. We create memories"

© 7MINREADING TIME PUBLISHED ON 01/04/26 - UPDATED ON 08/04/26

How do you define Arsenale Group — are you an investor, an owner, or an operator?

All of the above, but above all, | would define myself as someone truly passionate about
hospitality — someone with avision to disrupt this sector and do something different,
coming from outside the industry. My background was in real estate, but with a deep
passion for hospitality. That combination is what drives us: we identify iconic, difficult
assets and convert them into extraordinary hotels, with full control over delivery, budget

and operations.

What makes us different is our partnership structure. The company is owned by three
partners — Mr. Nicola Bulgari at 85, Mr. Luca Rovati at 65, and myself at 39. Three
generations. Not grandfather, father and son, but three minds with different ages, visions
and expertise, fully aligned on the same direction.

Why do you insist on owning the assets rather than following the asset-light model
that major hotel groups favour?

The asset-light model is a very efficient way to create scale and grow quickly — | respect
that. But at Arsenale we believe we don't need huge scale. What we need is an
exceptional product, exceptional service, and the conditions to drive real innovation. And
to achieve that, we must own the assets — at least the majority. The reason is simple: in

ultra-luxury, the owner and the manager will always be misaligned.

What is good for asset profitability can be very bad for the brand. To keep quality, vision
and service truly aligned, you need to be the one holding the keys. From day one, we have
owned all of our assets.



"In ultra-luxury, the owner and the manager will always be misaligned. To keep vision and

service truly aligned, you need to be the one holding the keys."

You currently have around ten assets, almost all in Italy. Is that enough scale for a
serious luxury group?

Our ten assets are iconic, located across Europe, and very difficult for any other company
toreplicate. You cannot simply assemble a collection like this — one exceptional property
in the right city, with iconicity, consistent storytelling, and the same spirit throughout.
The Peninsula Group has twelve hotels worldwide and is known everywhere. We have

ten, and we are not well known yet — but we will be.

Arsenale will continue to grow through acquisitions where the right case presentsitself.
But equally, we will work with families who are aligned with our vision — people who do
not want to hand their asset to a major brand, but are willing to trust Paolo, Nicola and

Luca to do something truly different.

Beyond Italy, which European markets interest you most for expansion?

Our DNA s rooted in the heritage and history of the old continent. We were born in
Rome. We are very present in Venice. The Renaissance runs through our blood. So
naturally, we anchor ourselves to European history — and then follow the story wherever
it leads. Central and Eastern Europe is genuinely interesting. We already operate through
our Golden Eagle train company with a beautiful route along the Danube, and we travel
frequently through Eastern Europe. Croatia, in particular, is a market we are actively
looking at — it has extraordinary momentum, incredible heritage and significant upside as

a destination.

That said, we do not pursue expansion targets. We pursue opportunities where the asset,

the story and the cultural context are truly aligned with our vision.

Tell us about the train activity. How does it connect to your hotel portfolio?

Everything we dois connected. In Italy we have developed two hotels and one train
under the Orient Express brand, all of which are owned and developed by Arsenale under
adedicated HMA. At the same time, Arsenale has a broader portfolio of hospitality assets
that sit outside the Orient Express agreement. Golden Eagle connects to our hotel
partfalio too. What we offer guests is complete inter-modality — the ability to
experience a country at 360 degrees.

When a guest arrives at the Orient Express La Minerva in Rome, we welcome themin a
particular way. When they board La Dolce Vita, that same attention to detail continues —
the food, the wine, the storytelling, all paired with the region the train is crossing. They
arrive in Venice, where we have a property. Then on to Maratea, where we have the
Santavenere — an extraordinary hotel that most people don't know, because Maratea
hasn't yet had the fame of the Amalfi Coast, even though it is just as beautiful. Then south
to Sicily. Everything connects.

"When guests come back from an experience with us, we want them to feel they discovered
Italy in a completely different way."



Cabin of the Dolce Vita train, managed by Orient Express

You created the Leading Trains platform. What is the logic behind it?

Leading Trains is our way of setting a new standard for train travel globally. Whether you
board a Golden Eagle train to Central Asia, Vietnam, Saudi Arabia, Egypt or Europe, you
know exactly what to expect: a train authentically designed for that country, with local
staff, local chefs and local cuisine — but with universal standards of comfort. Ensuite
shower, ensuite toilet, air conditioning, comfortable beds, attentive service. You

experience the local, but you sleep well, you eat well, you feel safe.

When we entered the train sector, there were 12 trains globally. Today there are around
30 — and 11 of those belong to Arsenale. We account for roughly one third of total global
supply. That is not a coincidence. Before Arsenale arrived, nobody was talking about
luxury train travel. Since we arrived, everyone is. We believe that is the power of a new

player with a disruptive vision entering an established market.

How do you describe your partnership with Accor and the Orient Express brand?

Accor has been a partner from the beginning — they owned 50% of Orient Express
partnering with LVMH. It is a strong partnership. But | think it is important to say: before
Accor met Arsenale, there were no Orient Express hotel assets in the world, only the
Venice-Simplon Orient Express train owned by Belmond. After that meeting, we have a
hotel in Rome, a hotel in Venice, and La Dolce Vita train. Everything was started by us.

We are proud to be the underdog that helped disrupt and bring innovation to this field.

But Arsenale was never conceived as a single-brand company. Alongside Orient Express,
we deliberately develop and operate other hospitality and train assets that sit outside
that agreement. For this reason, Golden Eagle and the broader Leading Trains portfolio
are kept separate from the Orient Express brand. They allow us to explore different
geographies and narratives while applying the same standards of comfort, service and
experiential ambition. Orient Express represents one expression of our vision; the wider

Arsenale portfolio represents another.



Belmond has beenin this market for over 25 years, but it was only when Arsenale arrived
and disrupted the sector that Belmond started expanding to Portofino and beyond.
Competition pushes everyone to get better.

Is the current geopolitical and economic climate a concern for ultra-luxury travel?

| think the luxury travel market remains resilient. Covid taught us something
fundamental: when people cannot travel, they pause. But when they can, they come back
with even greater intensity than before. There might be a conflict, a crisis, a period of fear
— and that might slow things down for three,six, maybe twelve months. But people will
always want to travel to Italy, to Greece, to the Middle East, to Asia. They may stop
buying a bag or a car for a decade. They will never stop wanting to travel. The experience

economy seems central to your mode!.

Can you give a concrete example of what that means for Arsenale?

In Saudi Arabia, on one of our train routes, there is a stop in the middle of the desert. We
created a tempaorary platform where guests can step off the train beside a castle that is
400 yearsolder than the Colosseum. We activate that castle. We create an extracrdinary
dinner under the stars. That experience is priceless. You cannot buy itanywhere else.
Only through the train, through the vision, through the alighment of all these elements,
can you deliver something like that. And once you have livad that moment, you remember
it for the rest of your life. That is what we are in the business of creating. We are not

selling room-nights. We are creating memories.
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Rome’s Coolest Hotels For Your
April 6, 2026 Next Italian Escape

he Eternal City is best known for its landmarks dating back 10 ancient Romsan times, Of

View online

course, every first-timer should try to pack in plenty of Colossoum and Pantheon

viewing. But the best trips to Rome aren't just about ancient ruins (although, admittedly,
there arw plonty 10 make that the primary focus), Set along the banks of the Tiber River, Italys
capital has museums filled with alian masterpicoes, Renaisance churches, larger than life
monuments dedicated 10 rulers past, shopping, snd & modern pulse that makes it ooe of the most
fascinating und flocked-to destinations in Western Europe

Oh, and the food! Rome's delicacies extend far bevond pizzs and pasta. Staples of Roman cuisine
nckude fried artichokes and cacko ¢ pepo. With jts soemingly endless supply of family-ren trattorias
and chef driven restuurants, having a standout moal is a grven. The same romaine tree of aperitivo,
the beloved [tallan pro-dinner tradizion of drinks and sibbles — best enjoyed on & bastling, cobbled

syuare or & hotel terrace with sweeping views.

After days filled with sightseetng shopping, cating, and drinking, travelers looking for somewhere
to rest will find plenty of superb options. Of course, the finest hotels in Rome are more than just
places to sleep. The hospitality scene is beating up faster than a sceop of gelato in the summer sun,
Thene days, proporties sre offering guests a carofully cursted and immensive experence, brought
topether through architeciuse, design, art, and ntmosphere

From historie luxury stays 1o colorful new boutigues, the best hotels in Rome reflect the rich

tapestry of the city iiself. And with so many cholees, travelers can narrow down the Seld by
scighbocbood, style, and vibe for the perfect backdrop for their Roman holidavs

Orient Express La Minerva
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0ld-school train travel is having a splashy revival, driven by legacy operators like Orient Express.
The first off-the-tracks hospitality project for the legendary rail company, Orient Express La
Minerva, occupies an impeccably restored 17th century palazzo on Plazza della Minerva, in the
heart of the city's centro storico. Revived by artist-architect Hugo Toro, the luxury landmark greets
guests with towering columns, patterned floors, and a marble statue of the Roman goddess
Minerva. The lobby bar is an awe-inspiring setting for aperitivo. Roman grandeur extends to the
rooms and suites, decorated with wood cabinetry, trunk side-tables, and painted ceilings. The
gorgeous new spa takes cues from Roman thermae and Ottoman hammam rituals,
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View online The Top 10 Global Hotels for Food and Drink,
April 8, 2026 According to the Experts

Where 10 have the best dining experiences in the work! without ever haveyg 1o leave your hotel

For years, the pinnacle of international hotel dining was a room service
delivered to your door while you decompress in a robe, can feel like
salvation after a jet-lagged arrival or when you 've overindulged in
carbonara or khao soi for six days straight. The spots that made it to this
year's Global Tastemakers Awards list of best global hotels can all do some
approximation of that antidote, but more importantly, they alter the
conventional wisdom that hotel dining is otherwise Inferfor to dining off-

property.

Too much outside to discover, went the old argument. Better, cheaper,
more connected to local culture, Yes, travelers should explore the
destination outside. But today's most thoughtful hotels are investing in
chefs who are, in turn, investing in destination-driven flavors that don't
compete with the neighborhood; they converse with it.

For travelers, what was once an either/or decision has become a both/and
proposition. You can now spend the afternoon hunting down a back-alley
braai in Cape Town, then return to Babylonstoren in the Winelands for
vegetables harvested steps from your cottage for more local flavor. You can
linger over lunch at Hotel Cipriani, then ferry back into Venice for a
cicchetti crawl through the city's cozy wine bars. Dining flexibility while
traveling can be a pressure-release valve. Sometimes you want the Best.
Meal. Ever. And sometimes you just want the turkey club. Here's where you
can get both.
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View online 02 Orient Express La Minerva (Rome)
April 8, 2026

Crodit: Py y Alua indre Tabaste | nant Express La Mmner

Talk about making an entrance. Accor relaunched the fabled Orient Express

and a small but mighty food and beverage program. Not counting the
forthcoming speakeasy and the street-level café, a recently opened branch
of Bergamo's Da Vittorio, the hotel has two restaurants - both design
doozies. Just past reception, La Minerva Bar gives Clue conservatory energy
with its profusion of potted plants and banguettes beneath a glass ceiling.
A statue of the titular goddess stands behind the semicircular bar; she's
joined by white-jacketed bartenders who flex their talents in conversation
and mixing Negronis, Meanwhile, upstairs, indoor-outdoor ristorante Gigi
Rigolatto Roma has a gorgeous terrace that's the envy of Roman hoteliers,
Think oversize umbrellas, a marble bar top the color of pistachio gelato,
and Pantheon views served alongside truffled arancini, eggplant
parmigiana, and spaghetti alle vongole showered in bottarga.
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View online P y v y
I'he Best New City Hotels Around the World—

Including a Garden Paradise in Marrakesh and a
Restored Grand Dame in Tokyvo

April 15, 2026

On a city break, a standout hotel can make or break your vacation. From
splashy debuts by global brands to under-the-radar boutiques that feel like a
true respite from urban commotion, these are the best new hotels in cities
around the world.

Orient Lxpress La Minerva, Rome

Around the corner from the Pantheon, Orient Express La Minerva lives in
Rome’s tourist heart. And yet, once | passed through the aristocratic
property’s gigantic wood doors (salvaged from a palazzo in Puglia) into the
glass-canopied, fiddieleaf fig-fringed lobby bar, | found a sense of cloistered
privacy. The French hospitality giant Accor, in partnership with Italy’s
Arsenale Group, spared no detail for the rebirth of the Orient Express Hotels
portfolio: embroidered napkins tucked under your cocktail at La Minerva Bar;
fresh peonies and white roses in the suites; plates of fruit cut just so at
breakfast at the rooftop restaurant, Gigi, where the sugar packets served
with your cappuccino come delicately branded. The 93-key hotel occupies
what was originally the 17th-century residence of a noble family. Designer
Hugo Toro respected the splendor and idiosyncrasies of the building (marble
floors, zigzagging halls) while still making it feel like a hotel from 2025, Art
from his personal collection fills the public spaces, and the rooms have red-
stone baths, sofas detailed with luggage-style straps, and headboards
painted in hazy ombres to match the sunrise. The moody palette of herbal
greens, tobacco browns, coral, and amber make the rooms feel like a perfect
setting for a star-crossed tryst or a hideout for an art thief with excellent
taste. Doubles from $1,162. —Adam Erace
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The Best New Hotels in the World: 2026 IHot List

The best hotel openings in the world from the past year

Orient Express La Minerva — Rome
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Elephant in the rcom? If only! Gian Lorenzo Bernini's obelisk-bearing elephant waits paliently
outside, as it has done for the past three and a hall centuries. And—without wishing ta casl any
aspersions on the impeccable door staft of La Minerva—surely this magnificently sculpted
clephant is the grandest ornament to gracca hotel's entrance, anywhere, ever, Rooms on the
piazza sideall have a view of the pachyderm (along with the Pantheon. just over one of its
shoulders, and the Basilica of Saint Mary of Minerva, over the other). Builtas a private residence
in 1620, La Minerva became a hotel in 1811 and has remained a heloved Roman institution ever
since. Accor reopened the property under the Orient Express flag in spring 2025, when it also
launched its iteration of the Orient Expres: train, operating oul of Rome's Ostiense station.
Designer Hugo Tare has juxtaposed Art Deco, mideantury-modern, and tobaceo-foned
contemporary elemenis in a manner that brilliantly evolies a stile di vita that has, in our time,
become unfamiliar. It is a trumpet call toaction. to live and to travel well. From $1.158. —Steve King

Read Full Review

CHECK AVAILARLLITY AT RODKING COM CHECK AVAILARILITY AT EXPEDIA




TOWN&COUNTRY

The 9th Annual T&C Hotel Awards: Our New
Favorite Places

I€s the yearly hunt: What hotels, of all that have opened around the world in the last 12 months,
speak tous the most? We considered 143, settled on 49. It was tough, but it’s time. Curtain up!

The Charm of Old Walls:
Historic Buildings
Reinvented as Hotels.

Did they build better back then? All around the world today, hotels have
you sleeping in history.




Orient Express La Minerva Rome When the first Orient Express train

was launched in 1883, it defined glamorous international travel. With the
opening of the first Orient Express hotel—in a 17th-century palazzo
where 19th-century Grand Tourists once stayed—the brand is reviving
that atmosphere without ever tipping into nostalgia (hats off to designer
Hugo Toro). There is restored marble statuary, Murano glass, hand-
painted ceilings, and specially designed furniture subtly evocative of
Belle Epoque travel. The central lobby and bar, beneath a historic
skylight, are packed with actual Romans. The rooftop restaurant has
what may be the best views in Rome (the Pantheon is right there), and
you're steps from Gammarelli, historical maker of liturgical garments.
There’s always a phalanx of well-appointed holy men making their way
past the hotel’s front door.
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Orient Express La
Minerva unveils new
spa concept

The Ottom

winspired holistc wellness space
was designed by artst and rchiteet Hugo
Toro

R
naly 208m spa

By Wendy Golledge

08 April 2026  architect Hugo Toro,
o orient Roman thermac and Ottoman hammar.

pools and steam and an invigorating Irgidarium,

The s design achoos he spiit o he Orent Express

fountains resembling Triton basins.

influences, esablishing s dilogue between esst and west. This has been
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talian brand Eurtun

“Collaborating with Furtuna Skin
represents a meaningful addition to
Orient Express La Minerva. Together, we

Lo

have created an experience that elevates
our wellness offering through a shared
Italian heritage and an exclusive journey
inspired by Ottoman rituals”

-
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Immersive rituals and ancient purification traditions

Fitual, which celebrate the regenerative power of water, hat and touch.

Echoing traditions passed down from Byzantium to Isanbul the rituals

foaming massages.

active ingredients.

lness i the Eemal iy

Agatha Relota Luczo, founder and CEO of Furtuna Skin saids “The Spa'
reverence for ancient purificaion traditions and holistc estoration aligns
with our
wellness.

“Together, we have crafed immersive ituas that nurture the skin,restore

destinations”

“The Spa at Orient Express La Minerva
is conceived as a journey within @
journey: a place where time slows down.
Inspired by the spirit of the Orient
Express, its ethos is rooted in slow,
intentional living; a seamless blend of

heritage, sensoriality and connection.”
G ol
Sonmonagr, v Exrss Lo Minersn
Completing the experience,there i a gym and Kinesis room, equipped with
Technogym Arts. Sa software is by Book4Time.
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Be in the know...
Read the ltestissue of European Spa magzine,

outnow
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NEWS EUROPE

BELMOND'S FRENCH RIVERBOAT
FLEET WELCOMES MARGUERITE

LES BATEAUX BELMOND is refreshing its distinguished French fleet with
the introduction of Marguerite, a 'floating villa' set to debut in late summer
2026. A thoughtful transformation of the former Amaryllis, the vessel draws
its aesthetic from Burgundy’s famed golden marguerite (daisy) fields, filtered
through Belmond’s slow luxury sensibility. Accommodating just eight guests
across four softly decorated double suites, the boat offers a gentle journey
through the lesser-known landscapes of Burgundy. The interiors feature artisan-
crafted furnishings, an open-plan salon and an expansive outdoor deck equipped
with a private plunge pool. The Marguerite experience is defined by total
personalisation; a dedicated Guest Experience Executive tailors every aspect
of the trip, from mustard-making in Dijon to curated art tours and historic
castle visits. Belmond.com

THE COMPANION VIEN
N,

NA ARRIVES

ROME’S ORIENT EXPRESS
HOTEL OPENS THE SPA

THE STEAM HAS FINALLY settled at Rome’s Orient
Express La Minerva, drifting into the long-awaited
spa named, with characteristic confidence, The SPA.
Though the original 1883 railway route charted a more
northern course, La Minerva reimagines the itinerary
with a steam-led wellness experience that maps the
brand’s iconic trajectory as it was conceived in Paris
— led by French-Mexican architect Hugo Toro —and
eventually finds its way to Istanbul, the train route’s
Eastern finale, represented by the Turkish Bathhouse.
Where the route goes off course is somewhere in
between, where it celebrates its new Italian residency,
achieved through Sicilian botanicals by Furtuna Skin
and the three stages of the Roman thermal bath: the
mild tepidarium, the sweltering caldarium and the
invigorating frigidarium. Orient-express.com

A NEW HOSPITALITY CONCEPT from the collective behind rooftop
restaurant NENT am Prater and hotel Superbude Wien has opened beside
Vienna’s Westbahnhof station. Named The Companion, the property aims
to switch up the Viennese city break by introducing a more personal,
rooted and authentic experience of urban life to the Austrian capital.

Designed by Berlin-based firm weStudio with a brief to combine the old

28 ‘ April 2026 www.dotwnews.com

with the new; original columns are offset by black lacquered metal beams,
while exposed foundations meet polished marble, balancing modern decor
with comforting imperfections. From the 138 guest rooms to the dedicated
social spaces —including Mediterranean restaurant Boca and the moody,
retro-inspired bar Calypso — each area is designed to tell its own story.

Companion-hotels.com

ANNUA'S GRAN
HOTEL MARGALIDA
CONFIRMS OPENING

ON JUNE 1, SPANISH BOUTIQUE BRAND ANNUA
Signature Hotels will open the doors to its fifth
property — an oceanfront sanctuary located in
Banyalbufar, Mallorca. Gran Hotel Margalida
comprises just 29 keys, with each sea-facing retreat
oriented toward the horizon. Inside, interior
designer Virginia Nieto and architect Alvaro Onieva
have worked in tandem to channel the glamour of
1960s Mallorca, reimagining the locale as a pinnacle
of ultra-luxe Mediterranean travel. The ambition
is backed by a suite of world-class amenities: a
panoramic cliffside infinity pool, a destination
restaurant led by rising culinary star Joan Escalas
Rossell6 and a first-of-its-kind wellness centre
featuring a sea-facing spa and hydrotherapy circuit.
All set against the formidable backdrop of the Serra
de Tramuntana mountains, the property is poised to
reclaim the island’s golden-age spirit.

Granhotelmargalida.com

NEWS EUROPE
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NEWS DEBUT

Debut April

HOT HOTELS, CHIC BOUTIQUES AND EXCLUSIVE NEW RESORTS
HERE’S OUR PICK OF THE WORLD’S MOST LUXURIOUS NEW LAUNCHES

FOUR SEASONS HOTEL

AND RESIDENCES CARTAGENA

Cartagena, Colombia

The colourful neighbourhood of Getsemanf in Cartagena is the bold choice for Four
Seasons' latest foray into South America. The restoration of several interconnected
buildings — including a 16th-century cloister and a 1920s club— marks the final bow of
Frangois Catroux; one of the few of the late designer’s hospitality projects, with interiors
that respectfully reflect the area’s history. Views over the eclectic district are enjoyed
from the 131 rooms and suites, as well as the two rooftop pool decks. Visitors might be
otherwise found in the eight restaurant and bar concepts or the 24/7 state-of-the-art
fitness centre, while locals take up space in the meeting rooms or rent out one of the
two grand ballrooms lit by chandeliers. Throughout, the city’s South American essence
remains firmly in view. Fourseasons.com

36 ‘ April 2026 www.dotwnews.com

ANANTARA TENTED

CAMP KAFUE RIVER

Kafue National Park, Zambia

Anantara’s new Zambian venture marks
its first move into tented safari stays,
responding to a shift in travel that
sits directly within the action. Guests
are suspended 3.5 metres above the
wilderness on rosewood platforms
within the country’s oldest reserve, Kafue
National Park. The enclave holds just
three suites and 10 villas—including a
400-square-metre Presidential Villa with
its own boat dock and oversized plunge
pool. Butlers handle the logistics, from
riverbank picnics to night safaris and
afternoon tea in the quiet cigar lounge.
Between a nature-first wellness nook
and a fireside boma for storytelling and
marshmallow toasting, the camp follows
the river’s rhythms — where otters slip
through the shallows, hippos surface for
the sun and more than 500 bird species
hover just beyond the deck.
Anantara.com

AIRELLES VENEZIA

Venice, Italy

For its first property beyond French borders, Airelles
has chosen Venice. It’s a considered decision, given
the outfit’s DNA for reviving palatial manors. Here,
three 16th-century landmarks have been transformed
into a waterfront haven on Giudecca island. The spirit
of exclusivity remains intact with just 45 keys and a
private three-bedroom villa with its own pool. Families
congregate at exceptional venues, from Matsuhisa by
Nobu to abc Kitchens by Jean-Georges Vongerichten and
desserts by Cédric Grolet, after adults have dipped into
the city’s largest wellness centre and their mini-mes have
been creatively entertained at the Kids Club. Airelles.com

NEWS DEBUT

ORIENT EXPRESS VENEZIA

Venice, Italy

A stationary sleeper on the Venetian
canals, Orient Express Venezia is a
15th-century palazzo reborn. Accessible
by water, via an internal courtyard or
through a hidden garden in Cannaregio,
the hotel is a masterwork by Aline
Asmar d’Amman. The exciting new
property houses just 47 living quarters,
including the debut of Orient Express
Apartments — the first of their kind —
boasting unrivalled canal views. From
the lobby’s dramatic octagonal staircase
to the moody Wagon Bar, the design is
an immersive ode to the Golden Age of
locomotives. With its fine-dining venues
and secret passageways, it is a setting
worthy of an Agatha Christie classic.
Orient-express.com

www.dotwnews.com April 2026 ‘ 37
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Heinz Beck arrives at Orient Express Venezia

8APRIL2026 | INPROJECTS | BY HANNAH CURRIE

Orient Express has unveiled Orient Express Venezia at Palazzo Dona Giovannelli, marking the rebirth of a
15th-century architectural jewel owned by Arsenale Group, and reimagined by architect and interior designer
Aline Asmar d’Amman as a hotel for the first time in nearly six centuries.

Nestled in the quiet rhythm of Cannaregio, the palazzo rises where two canals meet along the Rio di Noale.
The culinary vision is anchored by three-Michelin-starred chef Heinz Beck, whose creative imprint elevates
the entire F&B offering across the property

Heinz Beck Venezia, an intimate gourmet concept by the acclaimed chef, unfolds within the historic
orangerie, offering a fine dining and deeply sensorial culinary journey designed exclusively for the hotel.

La Casati, the hotel’s all-day dining restaurant, channels the theatrical, avant-garde spirit of Marchesa Luisa
Casati. Featuring a rare private garden, it becomes a stage where Heinz Beck’s philosophy meets Venetian
inspiration in a choreography of flavour, artistry and spectacle.

The Wagon Bar, an Art Deco-inspired space, pays homage to the legendary lounge cars of the original Orient
Express trains, blending crafted mixology with a touch of mystery and nocturnal charm

Photography: © Giulio Ghirardi

HEINZBECK ~ NEWOPENING  ORIENT EXPRESS  TOP CHEF
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Away with the rose petals on bedspreads and couples’ massages
- these stylish hotels deliver romance for a big celebration a

deux, minus the clichés
ALICIA MILLER s
1DAY AGO (€ Jritlivin

Whether it's this summer or far in the future, right after the wedding or ages
later, the first big trip of your married life is amajor milestone, You'll want to
make it memorable and intimate, but romantic doesn't have to mean cheesy.
These ultra-special stays will ensure your debut holiday as a duois both
sublimely stylish and utterly unique.

Orient Express Venezia, Italy

UNDERSTATED, THIS IS NOT
GIULIOGHIRARDI

OK, Venice for ahoneymoon is a bit of acliché, but when you're checking into this epic,
freshly opened masterpiece, who cares? Housed within 15th-century Palazzo Dona
Giovannelli, at the corner of two waterways just off the epic Grand Canal. its 47 rooms are
dripping inLa Serenissima elegance with elaborate fresco, ornate sculpture, embossed
leather, gilded mirrors and a general more-is-more aesthetic that will set your senses
sdntillating. Defiantly anti-modern and anti-minimalist, it's the ideal stay for a couple who
want 2 full and Juxurious immersion in Venice's theatrical past.

From £1,054, orient-express.com
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Where To Stay In Rome
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Rome Palazzo Hotels Fit For Royalty
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11 fairytale palazzo hotels in Italy that will make vou
feel like Italian nobility
I'he most grand and glamorous places to stay in Rome, Venice, Florence and more

BY LAUREN BURVILL

27 April 2026

From the Palazzo Colonna in Home, often said to rival France's Versailles, to the UNESCO

site of Royal Palace of Caserta in Campania, the ltalian palazzo is among some of the most
romantic architecture in the world. The style of building, typically Renaissance Revival or
Romanesque, dates back to the early 16th century, when it became popular with noble
families, who had flourished via the rise of tracdes and banking. One of the most beautiful,
and most visited, examples is Palazzo Vecchio in Florence, where crowds gather to take in
the courtyards, frescos and Michelangelo's David (although the current statue on display

isnow a replica). Venice is also home to manv beautifullv maintained and restored
palazzos, the most famous being Doge's Palace, the Gothic style palace located on Piazza

San Marco.

While yvou could huy a ticket to tour one of these stately buildings, an even more appealing
optionis to stay in one. [1aly's palazzo hotels are amongst some of the best in the country,

where modern comforts and luxury combine with historic grandeur. Trecently had the
pleasure of checking into the recently restored Ovienl Express Venezia, a 15th-century

palazzo. where I woke up to a cupid fresco above my bed, and enjoyed a cup of tea
underneath a neo-Gothic ceiling and chandeliers in one of the exquisite Piano Nobile
salons,

The octagonal staircase by The lounge room within the
Giovanni Battista Meduna at Cherubini Suite at Orient
Orient Express Venezia Express Venezia

The only downside to staying in a palazzo hotel? That all other future stays will never live
up to its heauty. Here we feature the hest palazzo hotels in Italy, as reviewed by our editors.

Orient Express Venezia, Venice

The visual pageantry within the 15th-century Palazzo Dona Giovannelli is evident
from arrival, as the private motoscafi docks outside the unique pink-and-white
chequered facade - the mid-19th-century handiwork of influential architect Giovanni
Battista Meduna, and, until recently, hidden under plain paint. This is just one of the
many gems uncovered by Aline Asmar d’Amman, the visionary powerhouse,
architect and interior designer behind Orient Express Venezia. Ta listen ta Aline
poetically describe this eight-year-long restoration project, where she witnesserl
stones. one by one, be removed, restored and put back in place, along with layers of
paint peeled back to reveal original frescos. is to be drawn into the romantic
mythology of this palace.

There's an enveloping comfort and warmth to the hotel, a notable feat when many of
Venice's palaces can feel dusty, cold, and dare 1 say, haunted. The Corte del Conte, the
palm court-style lobhy, is a dazzling spectacle of soaring beams, Murano chandeliers
and plush velvet seating. There are 47 rooms and suites, all singular in their layout
and design. My favourite is the jewel-box Cherubini Suite, a vision of loveliness with a
rediscovered frieze by Sebastiano Santi running along the wall in the sitting room,
and a hlue-domed ceiling with a Murano chandelier in the hedroom. Orient Express
has landed Heinz Bek, the famed three-Michelin-starred German chef, to oversee the
dining experience, including his namesake restaurant. For a taste of the original
Orient Express, The Wagon Bar is a pocket-sized Arl Deco speakeasy reminiscent of a
railcar. Lauren Burcill

Price: Rooms from around £1,000 per night.

Read Full Review

CHECK AVAILABILITY AT BOOKING.COM

2alazzo Vilon, Rome

It'sno secret that the splendours of Rome are very splendid indeed. Entire streets and
squares, monuments, historic buildings, and places of worship - all splendid and
available to anyone who cares to look. But naturally, the city also has a great many
very splendid and very private places, which, in the ordinary run of things, unless
you're exceptionally well-connected, you're unlikely ever to set eyes on. Palazzo Vilon
was - until recently - one of these. A great beauty, for those lucky enough to see it.
Most of the Palazzo Borghese still belongs to the Borghese family. But there are a few
sections of it that don’t. An annexe to the eastern wing was acquired by the Shedir
Collection, a hotel group, and opened in 2019 as Hotel Vilon. Palazzo Vilon oceupies
ahout 1,000 square metres of floorspace (and heaven only knows how many
thousands of cubic metres” worth of airsparce), spread over three storeys. There are
just three bedrooms - but what bedrooms they are. There's one on the first floor that's
practically an apartment-within-the-apartment; a second in the former chapel on the
raised ground [loor; and a third overlocking the inner courtyard of the Palazzo
Borghese, full of citrus trees and statuary. A private butler is on hand around the
clock to take care of whatever is required - with the assistance of the entire Hotel
Vilon team. Steve King

Price: Rooms from about £685 per night.

Read Full Review

CHECK AVAILABILITY AT BOOKING.COM CHECK AVAILABILITY AT EXPEDIA
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Palazzo Avino, Amalfi Coast

In any other setting, it would be impossible to miss the lashings of marble, vaulted
hallways and antique busts, yet all eyes point in one direction: to the horizon. Palazzo
Avino, first built as a private home in the 12th century, hasa fairy-tale vista across the
Monte Avvocata valley and the yacht-speckled Bay of Salerno. Known as the “pink
palace of Ravello”, it is run by sisters Mariella and Attilia Avino, who have infused the
place with buckets of personality and style - right down to the hand-painted
tableware designed by Mariella and the Mar-a-viglia white wine from their vinevard,
La Cascinetta, served at the glam Lobster & Martini Bar.

The decor is Poseidon’s palace by way of Moda Operandi, with pink shell tiles, glossy
sea-foam-blue bathrooms and chic scalloped headboards. Palazzo Avino doesn't do
straight lines: doorways are arched, ceilings domed, mirrors wavy, all mimicking the
raggedly vertiginous coastline. Baroque terraces bursting with bubblegum-pink
dipladenias lead down to the pool, where candy-striped parasols shade Dolee sliclers
and homemade Sorrento lemonade arrives in colourful Marino glassware. The hotel's
heach elub, 20 minutes away, is a sprawling cliffside hang-out, in 2023 taken over by
Valentino, complete with red loungers and retro changzing hooths. The main
restaurant, Michelin-starred Rossellini's, is one of the most speclacular dining rooms
on the Amalli Coasl, where waistcoated wailers serve plates of lemon ravioli by

candlelight, and all is well with the world. Charloite Davey
Price: Rooms from around £1,090 per night.

Read Full Review

CHECK AVAILABILITY AT BOOKING.COM

Passalacqua, Lake Como

From a pale-amber estate, seven acres of olive groves, roses, mimaosa, jasmine, and
magnolia descend to the glittering waters of Lake Como, wafting their fragrance into
the sleepy air. A perfectly confected 24-suite hotel horn of a 1787 neoclassical villa,
Passalacqua is rhe second Como hotel for the De Santis family, after their beloved
Grand Hotel Tremezzo. The suiles in the villa have baroque details like original
frescoes and ceiling carvings. Como silks, elched Barbini mirrored cabinets, and
Bordoni leather ottoman tables. The Palazz contains a small spa stocked with Seed Lo
Skin Tuscany products, with hand-painted wallpaper that replicates that of
Portaluppi Herbarium in Milan's Atellani House.

Guests congregate on the colourful swimming terrace for unfussy Lombardy lunches.
There, the sage green 200-year-old greenhouse and jaunty La Double] - designed
floral parasols offer a cheeky riposte to the formal villa interiors. Passalacqua
deliciously recaptures the lost art of villeggiatura, or taking to a country villa and
revelling in la dalce far niente - sweet idleness. Lydia Bell

Price: Rooms from around £1,500 per night.

Read Full Review

CHECK AVAILABILITY AT BOOKING.COM

ADVERTISEMENT

MORMON WIVES Dengp+

Collegio alla Querce, Florence

I'lorence can get a bit hectic. It's not just the cavalcade of artistic treasure; it’s also the
crowds surging along the banks of the Arno and through the galleries of the Uffizi.
Which is what makes the Collegio alla Querce, Auberge Callection, such a delight.
Sitting on the first hills above the city, it's a spacious retreat on a quict street ina
residential neighbourhood and yet barely a lO-minute taxi ride from the Piazza della
Repubblica. The building seems to have had nine lives, from aristoeratic palace to
prestigious private school before its stunning revival in 2025 as one of Florence's
most sumptuous hotels. The design team, ArchFlorence, has managed the neat trick
of creating spaces that feel both palatial and intimate. Through every doorway there is
another discovery: the wonderful Conservatoire, once a courtyard and now full of
hooks and sofas, natural light, and midmorning pastries; La Gamella, now one of the
top restaurants in Florence, overlooking formal gardens: even a theatre that hosts
dinner dances and concerfs.

Every room has arresting original pieces - paintings, sculpture, ceramics - from the
owner’s impressive contemporary collections. But the real star here is Florence. The
Collegio offers what visitors have wanted in Florence since the days of E.M. Forster,
namely, a room with a view. Open your curtains in the mornings and there itis: a
panorama of red rooftops, palazzi, campanili, and Brunelleschi's incomparable dome.
Stanley Stewart

Price: Rooms from around £1,000 per night.

Read Full Review

CHECK AVAILABILITY AT BOOKING.COM CHECK AVAILABILITY AT EXPEDIA

GUNDOLF PFOTENHAUER

Palazzo Margherita, Matera

Simple vet refined, tiny but with big intentions to showcase Basilicata in an
unpretentious way, Palazzo Margherita became the fifth hotel in the Family Coppola
Hideaways’ dynamic portfolio in 2012. ['rancis Ford Coppola’s grandfather Agostino
Coppola spent his childhood in this quiet town, which he referred to as Bernalda
Bella. His stories stuck in his grandchild's mind, and Francis visited in his 20s. When
it came on the market in 2004, he took action. Palazzo Margherita is clearly a passion
project, six years in the making. It feels like a home, not a product, entwined with the
history, mythology. and affections of the family. Sofia Coppola married her French
musician beau Thomas Mars under the Heritage Garden gazebo in 2011, and the
Palazzo opened as a hotel the following year.

The two main suites (by French designer Jacques Grange) have new, hand-painted
frescoes on vaulted ceilings and handcrafted furniture. Some have working fireplaces;
others checkerboard floors, suntrap balconies, and sylvan murals. The food is
traditional and regional, made with local organic products and by local chefs. For
hreakfast, try the tangy marmalades and the zucchini frittata with a fig salad. For
later, some standouts are the dried pepperoni and breaderumb pasta, the pastaal
branzino, the hyacinth bulb sides, and the grilled porchetta. This is the place to
imbihe a genuine, familial version of southern Italy, unsullied hy mass tourism and
through the storyteller eyes of Francis Ford Coppola. Lydia Bell

Price: Rooms from around £600 per night.

Read Full Review

CHECK AVAILABILITY AT BOOKING.COM CHECK AVAILABILITY AT EXPEDIA

Diego De Pol/ Palazzo Portinar Salviat

Palazzo Portinari, Florence

Built in the late 1400s by descendents of Foleo Portinari, this is one of the grandest
mansions of its era in the city. While the palazzo is vast, there are only 14 guest rooms
and suites; the rest of the space was converted into apartments, some of which are
available to rent. The top-of-the-pile piano nobile rooms on the first floor have
spectacular original frescoes, coffered and gilded ceilings, mezza-corona beds, and
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Trending

GRAND TOUR PUTS
ITALIAN ELEGANCE ON
TRACK

April 30, 2026

Orient Express launches new train journey aimed at
those who appreciate elegant train travel and
classical Italian features

Steve Hartridge

The La Dolce Vita Orient Express

e INDIAN PACIFIC
//;A STRALIA @, Train Svdney to Ferth (or vice versa)
1,;' : s _x»%’" ool ‘v 4 OR 5 DAYS | ALL-INCLUSIVE -

The Grand Tour is the latest Italian rail journey option from the La Dolce Vita Orient

Express, which debuted in April last year.

Aimed at high-end travellers seeking slower, more immersive journeys, the first departure
is scheduled for the May 21 2026.

The five-day circular route from Rome, departing from Ostiense Station at 10.30, will travel

through Venice, Matera, Taormina and Palermo before returning to the capital.

Timeless elegance in the restaurant of the La Dolce Vita Orient Express

Guests enjoy a first evening in Venice, before rejoining the train. The next morning, they
will wake to views of the Adriatic coast before disembarking in Bari for an inland journey to

Matera - one of the world'’s oldest cities and known for its ancient cave dwellings.

Crossing into Sicily, the La Dolce Vita Orient Express will arrive in Taormina by mid-
afternoon on day three. Set between sea and sky, with Mount Etna as its backdrop,
Taormina offers sweeping views. Later that evening, the journey continues down the coast

toward Palermo.

By the morning of day four, the train will arrive in Sicily's vibrant capital, Palermo, with its
bustling markets and quiet corners. There will be time to explore the city before
reboarding for the final leg. On the last morning, La Dolce Vita Orient Express arrives back

in Rome at 10.30.

Classical style and Italian interiors in the train’s lounge

The iconic brand is rooted in Italian culture, design and regional identity, with interiors

by Dimorestudio that bring a cinematic interpretation of 1960s Italian glamour.

On board, dining is led by three-Michelin-starred chef Heinz Beck, with menus evolving

alongside the regions the train passes through.

A defining moment of the journey comes with the crossing into Sicily, where the train is
transported by ferry across the Strait of Messina, described as a “rare and quietly

theatrical experience in European rail travel”.
Rates start from 15,760 euros per passenger.

orient-express.com
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Orient Express’s Luxe New Train Journey
Through Italy Is Inspired by the Grand Tour

La Dolce Vita is ready for your next Italian adventure.

By NI

Must do in Sorremto
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Must do in Sorrerte
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COLE HOEY & 4

Orient Express is ready to take you on a modern Grand

Tour.

'he luxe train operator just unveiled a new fve-day
itinerary through Italy inspired by the famed. culture-
infused jaunts taken by anstocrats throughout Europe .
The five-night adventure will whisk you from Rome to
Sicily and back again—all while the brand’s La Dolce Vita

Lrain acts as your home base.

Must do in Positano

Book Your Tickets In Advance

GeotYourculde

You'll kick things off from the Eternal City, where you'll
enjoy lunch with the scenic countryside passing by as you
evening, where a private water taxi will cruise toward the
city center, giving you the chance to explore its winding
canals, stop for a tipple or twa, or apt for one of the
company’s curated adventures to see Venice in a new light.
After vou climb back onboard, the Bar Cart will come alive

with live entertainment and musicians to cap off your

night.

venice Wil be your second Siop on the New journey
R R

From there, vou're off to Matera, an aneient city known for
its Sassi, cave dwellings craved night into the cliffs. You can
explore the winding streets here before climbing on the
tram once more to set out for Sicily, with dinner whipped
up by Michelin three-star chef Heinz Beck. The next
morning, with olive groves and ¢liffs in the distance, you'll
begin the journey to Sicily, where the train is dismantled
and then transported by ferry across the Strait of Messina
with the shining Mediterranean Sea beyond. To wrap up
the adventure, you'll make stops in the stunning cities of
Taormina and Palermo before heading back to Rome to

wrap up the scenic journey—a grand tour, indeed.

WATCH

Inside one of the suites onboard,

- =Mt =

You'll find plenty of wonders aboard the train, too. La
chock full of 1060s-style Italian glamour and modern
touches: Think suites covered in gold, rich red, and
wooden tones and menus from Beck that are customized to
each locale, Plus, there's only space for 62 passengers on
this train, making for an even more intimate experience on

the rails.

Must de in Positanc

Book Your Tickets in Advance

The Grand Tour journey will embark for the first ime on
May 21, with pricing starting from about $18.500 (15,760
euros) per passenger. To hop enboard, head to Orient

Express's website.

Nicole Hoey
Digital Editor

Nicole Hoey iz Robb Report's digital editor.
While studying at Boston University, she read,
wrote and read some more as an English and
journalism major. A class taught by a Boston
Globe copy editor..
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https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9yb2JicmVwb3J0LmNvbS90cmF2ZWwvZGVzdGluYXRpb25zL2xhLWRvbGNlLXZpdGEtb3JpZW50LWV4cHJlc3MtZ29sZi1pdGluZXJhcnktMTIzNjg1NzM4Ni8=
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https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9yb2JicmVwb3J0LmNvbS9hdXRob3Ivbmljb2xlLWhvZXkv
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PRETTY IN PINK

After eight years of restoration Dona Giovannelli might be Venice's most poetic palazzo.
STEPHANIE RAFANELLI steps inside

108
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ENICE HAS ALWAYS traded in illusions.
It is a city that seems to float between water and sky,
its logic-defying existence tectering between decay
and demise. To intervene in this carefully choreographed
entropy is a delicate business. Which is why the new
Orient Express Venezia - the reborn 15th-century
Palazzo Dona Giovannelli following an eight-year res-
toration - has at times felt like an epic battle with the
Adriatic ltself,

When the Italian Arsenale Group, a partner in the
revitalisation of the Orient Express brand, discovered
the late gothic palace in the district of Cannaregio in
2014, it saw not just a great beauty ravaged by water,
salt and time but a building of esteemed Venetian lin
cage, The former residence of the Dona and Giovannelli
art patrons as well as the Duke of Urbino, it was thought
to have been designed by the Doge's Palace architect
Filippo Calendario and last renovated in the baroque
era by Gian Battista Meduna, the star behind the rebuild
ing of the Teatro La Fenice opera house. Then it fell into
disrepair, serving over the centuries as a pinacoteca,
an auction house and even a workshop for marble cut
ters. To save It required not only an ambitious renovation
but a full-scale elemental rescue mission.

Enter the Paris-based Lebanese architect and inte
rior designer Aline Asmar dAmman, who would deliver
an exercise in timelessness and thoughtful restraint
in a city that usually demands excess. *1 listened to the
palazzo’s walls rather than imposing a style on it,” says
d’Amman, who also oversaw the historic renovation of
the Hotel de Crillon in Paris in 2017

But first the bullding’s waterlogged skeleton
had to be secured. In a feat of engineering attempted
only once belore, the adjscent canal was dammed for
three years, allowing divers and engineers to dry out
the foundations. The saturated pictra dIstria stones
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Sala della Cultura. Below: a bathroom in
one of the sultes. Opposite: the lobby
in what was once the central courtyard

underwent a slow, deliberate desalinisation - individ
ually numbered, extracted and submerged in fresh water
for nearly a vear - before they could be safely returned,
sait-free. to the walls like perfect pink sponges. In the
process, the building’s 1436 white and pink fagade
was revealed, as were 19th-century frescoes by the
Venetian Romantic painter Francesco Hayez.

Once the walls had been secured, dAmman utllised
the skills of over 300 local artisans, from stonemasons
and gilders to painters, to add layers of cross-cultural
drama that reflected Venice's position as “the gateway
between cast and west”, Four Murano chandeliers in
the colours of “the sun and moon™ were hung in the
light-flooded former central open-air courtyard, which
was enclosed to make the Corte del Conte lobby/living
space, alongside a 17th-century tapestry, velvet sofas
in pastel hues, burnished mirrors, and eastern and
western artefacts. To the rear, an exquisite octagonal
staircase with a newly vaulted cupola was refurbished
to allow access to the piano nobile.

It is here, in the gloriously frescoed suites and
drawing rooms; that dAmman’s aesthetic is most
apparent: not one of oppressive Venetian opulence
nor historical fustiness, but one that cleverly reani
mates the wonder of the original building. Nothing,
she insisted, could be a Venetian pastiche. In place
of standard red velvet she based her design on the
palace’s colori persi: lost colours of the faded pigments
of its frescoes, and the natural hues of stone and
crushed marmorino, “For every vast salon in every
suite, T start with the colours of earth that are made
through hundreds of thousands of years of geology.”
she said, The result Is a palette of watery-coloured
moiré silks, pale lagoon greens, the mauves of patina
and what she calls a dusky “blushing nymph's thigh”
pink. It is a scheme that absorbs the diffuse, shifting
light of the canal rather than fighting it.

Against this Venetian backdrop, she has given the
palazzo a new theatrical life via “conversations” across
time and eras: from 15th-century gothic architecture
and baroque plasterwork to detailing from trains of the
1930s golden age of travel, Roman-style busts stand
above curvaceous, feminine contemporary furnishi
Original 1930s grey velvet chairs by the French art
deco designer Paul Follot sit opposite custom-made
“Giorgia” chairs, their three-petal silhouette a homage

INTERIORS

The result is a palette of watery-coloured moiré silks,
pale lagoon greens, the mauves of patina and what
dAmman calls a dusky ‘blushing nymph's thigh’ pink
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to Georgia O'Keelfe. Suite walls are padded with moiré
silk, and furniture upholstered in Bevilacqua and For

tuny fabrics, Unlike at many Italian palazzos, the only
patterns come from reflections: off water and gilded
mirrors, and through Intricate Byzantine-influenced
stonework that casts delicate, lace like shadows.

References to Orient Express train carriages
drinks cabinets are rendered as studded leather
vintage travel trunks and art deco lanterns reminiscent
of those in train corridors - feel less like heavy brand
Ing than a connecting thread between the palisce’s many
pasts and the present. They inject a hint of otherness
into the bedrooms with their grand ciel de lit canopies
and a roval ballroom that is gilded, carved, frescoed
and draped with silk.

Through dA has d to capture the
clusive, cinematic wonder and melancholy of Venice
while quictly introducing the transient glamour of
a 1930s sleeper train, In her hands, the building has
been transformed into the prettiest and most poetic
palazzo hotel in Venice - a symbol of hope that, in spite
of the waters and cruise ships that batter it, the city
could survive,
orient-express.com; alineasmardamman.com
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The Best New Hotels in the World: 2026 Hot List

The best hotel openings in the world from the past year.

BY CNT EDITORS
April 23, 2026

Orient Express La Minerva — Rome

& HOT LIST 20256



Elephant in the room? If only! Gian Lorenzo Bernini's obelisk-bearing elephant waits patiently
outside, as it has done for the past three and a half centuries. And—without wishing to cast any
aspersions on the impeccable door staff of La Minerva—surely this magnificently sculpted
clephant is the grandest ornament to grace a hotel’s entrance, anywhere, ever. Rooms on the
piazza side all have a view of the pachyderm (along with the Pantheon, just over one of its
shoulders, and the Basilica of Saint Mary of Minerva, over the other). Built as a private residence
in 1620, La Minerva became a hotel in 1811 and has remained a beloved Roman institution ever
since. Accor reopened the property under the Orient Express flag in spring 2025, when it also
launched its iteration of the Orien! Express Lrain, operating oul of Rome's Ostiense station.
Designer Hugo Toro has juxtaposed Art Deco, midcentury-modern, and tobacco-toned
contemporary elements in a manner that brilliantly evokes a stile di vifa that has, in our time,
become unfamiliar. It is a trumpet call to action, to live and to travel well. From $1,158. —Steve King

Read Full Review

CHECK AVAILABILITY AT BOOKING.COM CHECK AVAILABILITY AT EXPEDIA




FOOD&WINE

The 210 Top Places to Eat, Drink, and Travel in
2026

All of Food & Wine's 2026 Global Tastemakers Award winners in one definitive list.

The rooftop restaurant of the Orient Express La Minerva hotel in Rome.
Credit: Food & Wine / @ivind Haug

Now in its fourth year, Food & Wine's Global Tastemakers Awards celebrates
the best in culinary travel including cities, restaurants, bars, hotels,
airports, airlines, and cruises. Nominated by over 400 chefs, wine pros, and
food and travel writers from across the globe and then ranked by our
Global Advisory Board of 25 travel experts, this list of 210 destinations and
brands celebrates operators who are making the food and hospitality
industries stronger, better, and more innovative.

You'll find many independent and small businesses honored alongside
long-established international brands who all have one thing in common:
They center culture, cuisine, community, and a true sense of place. Here are
all of those winners at a glance. We hope it inspires your most delicious
travels for 2026 yet.



07 Top International Hotels for Food and
""" Drink

1. Capella Bangkok (Bangkok)

The chic boutique hotel on Bangkok’s Chao Phraya River features several
exceptional restaurants and cocktail bars showcasing local flavors alongside
an outpost by celebrity chef Mauro Colagreco, whose global hotel exports
are instant hits.

2. Orient Express La Minerva (Rome)

3. Babylonstoren (Franschhoek, South Africa)

4. Casa Maria Luigia (Modena, Italy)

5. Aman Tokyo (Tokyo)

6. Hotel Cipriani, A Belmond Hotel (Venice, Italy)

7. A’jia Hotel (Istanbul)

8. Mandarin Oriental (Hong Kong)

9. Atlantis The Royal (Dubai, UAE)

10. The Grand National Hotel by Saint Peter (Sydney)
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Dream of the Desert estabishes Rijadh heacquariers. image Courtesy. Arsenaie Sp.A

Dream of the Desert establishes Riyadh
headquarters, marking entry into delivery phase

Permanent Riyadh headquarters anchors project within Saudi Arabia's tourlsm and
transport ecosystem

Press Release

B000md

« Raffacle Breschi appointed General Manager of Dream of the Desert and CEO of
Arsenal al, reinforcing ahead of 2026 launch

« Collaboration with national entities accelerates development and destination activation
across Saudi Araba

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia — Draam of the Desert, Ssudi Arabia’s first ultra-luxury train by Arsenale
Group, marked a major development milestone with the opening of its headquarters in Riyadh
and the appointment of Raffaele Breschi as General Manager of Cream of the Desert anc CEO
of Arsenale Intemational. This step marks the next phase of the project’s delivery in the:
country, reinforcing &s central role in Saudi Arabia's tourism transformation as it advances
toward its 2026 debut.

The establishment of 2 permanent base In Riyadh anchers the project firmly within Saud)
Arabia’s touriem and transport ecosystem and marks Arsenale’s first international
headquarters, underscoring a long-term, an-the-ground commitment beyond project
development

Operating from Saudl Arabia's capital, the project team will work closely with national
stakeholders ~ Including the Ministry of Culture (MOC; the Ministry of Transport and Logistic
Services, with Saudi Arabia Railways (SAR), and the Transpont General Authority (TGA); and the
Ministry of Tourism, with Saudi Tourism Authority (STA), and the Tourism Development Fund
(TDF), the national enabler of Saud| Arabla’s tourism sector, to ensure operational readiness
and activate cutural and touristic destinations along the route ahead of the inaugural jocumeys
scheduted for the end of 2026.

As the project advances toward launch, Breschi will oversee the end-to-end setup of Dream of
the Desertin Saudi Arabia, Including organisational build-ous, regulatory coordination,
product development, distributon, talent development, and operational performance,

Breschi brings a strong track record In international expansion and luxury hospitality
development. He joined Arsenale Group in 2023 as part of its global lesdership tloam,
following senior roles focused ongrowth across the Middle East, and previously served as a
Partner at McKinsey & Company, advising global developers and sovereign entities an large-
scale tourism and hospitality strategles.

In parallel to his role as General Manager of Dream ofthe Desert. Breschl has been appointed
CEQ of Arsenale In where he allA le projects outside Italy. In this
capacity, Dream of the Desert remains a flagship project within the nternational portfalio, with
his primary focus centered on its successful delivery and launch n Saudi Arabia,

“Estatiishing our ieadquarters in Riyadh refiects our commitment to buiding Dream of the
Desert from within the Kingdom, “said Raffaele Breschi, General Manager of Dream of the
Desert. “Working slongside our nationai pariners enables us to shape a rail expenence thatis

Priority List is now open vis the webste. For detsils on itineraries & experiences, please
visilwww dreamofthedesert.com.

For mare information, please contact Brazen MENA:
E DOTD@&brazenmena.com

ABOUT ARSENALES.p.A.

Founded in 2020 by Paolo Barletta and Annabel Holding, Arsenale is an Italian company in
the luxury hospitality sector, focused on enhancing itallan tourism. it operates through two
awisions, The Hospitality division designs and manages hetels In collaboration with luxury
brands like Soho House and Orient Express, including Orient Express La Minerva Rome and
the upcoming opening of the second Orlent Express hatel in Venice in 2026, alongside new
developments in Rome, Corting, Tuscary, and Southern italy. The Luxury Train Cruising
dwvision launched the La Dolce Vita Orient Express, the first sustainable uxury rail tourism
project, in partnership with Orlent Express, Trenitala, Ferravie dello Stato Group, Fondazione
FS,and T,

Since 2023, A le has expand Ity with four signed projects: Dream of the
Desert Saudi Arabia’s first ultra-luxury train to traverse the Kingdom, developed in
collaboration with Saudi Arabia Railways (SAR), the Ministry of Transport and Logistic Services,
the Transport General Authority (TGA), Minsstry of Cuiture (MOC), and Saudi Toursm Authority
(STA). Launching end of 2026, Dream of the Desert redefines raid travel in the Kingdom with a
unique blend of elegance, culture, and discovery. Deslgned to reflect Saud Arabla’s rich
heritage and breathtaking natural beauty, the train offers an exclusive gateway (o the country's
most iconic destinations. A new benchmark in luxury travel, crafted by Arsenale; The

globally distinctive yet deeply rooted in Saud! culture — one that the King 5
landscapes, heritage. and hospitality while setting a new benchmark for experiential travel in
the region™

Designed to redefine luxury rail travel globally while Saudi Aratia's

culture and heritage, Dream of the Desert wil affer immersive, one to three-day

journeys across the country, combining refined onboard hospitality with curated off-board
experiences, The project forms part of Saudl Arabla's broader taurism and infrastructure
transformation, supporting Saudi Vision 2030's ambition to position the Kingdom as a leading
destination for high-value, culturally rooted travel

Spanning more than 1,300 kilometers of Saudi Arabia’s existing railway tracks, the route will
activate destinations across multiple locations, creating new gateways into the country's
natural ana cultural landscapes through curated itineraries that blend craftsmanship,
storytelling and destination discavery.

Beyond its luxury travel experience, Dream of the Desert is setto play a meaningful sodo-
economic role in Saudi Arabla. The project will support workforce de

with a strong focus on Saudization. enable specialised skills transfer in rai-based guest
expenence operations, stimulate 1o<al supply chains, and Contribute 10 the continuec growtn
of an axpariential tourism acosystem across the country,

Withits hesdquarters now established in Riyadh snd lesdership focused on delivery, Dream of
the Desert moves steadily toward Its 2026 debut as one of Saudi Arabia’s most gistinctive
luxury experiential travel Initiatives.

Express, Central Asia's first luxury train in Uzbekistan, developed in pattnership
with O'zbekiston Temir Yo'llari JSC and the State Committee for Tourism, Guardian of the Nie,
Egypt's first luxury train, in partnership with Egypt National Railway; and a luxury train in the
UAE In partnership with Etihad Railway.

In September 2025, the company acquired 100% of Golden Eagle Luxury Trains Ltd., a historic
British company regarded as an intemational benchmark in long-distance luxury rail travel.
Thistransaction marks a further strategic step In Arsenale’s growth trajectory, strengthening its
position as a key player in the giobal high-end tourism sactor. www.arsenalogroup.com

Arsenale
Cnief Marketing Officer
Simona Pantd, simona.pantoB@arsenalegroup.com

Dream of the Desert
Marketing Director
Sarah Khaled, sarah khaled@arsenalegroup.com

Brazen MENA
Senior Account Executive
Momina Shelkh, momina@brazenmena.com
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Dream of the Desert extenar |Supplied Image|

Raffaele Breschi appointed [ of Dream of the Desert and CEO of Arsenale

International

Dream of the Desert, Saudi Arabia's first ultra-luxury train by Arsenale Group, marked a major
development milestone with the opening of its headquarters in Riyadh and the appointment of
Raffaele Breschi as General Manager of Dream of the Desert and CEO, Arsenale International,

This step marks the next phase of the project’s delivery in the country, reinforcing its central role in

Saudi Arabia’s tourism transformation as it advances toward its 2026 debut.

The establishment of a permanent base in Riyadh anchors the project firmly within Saudi Arabia’s

tourism and transport ecosystem and marks Arsenale’s first international headquarters,
underscoring a long-term, on-the-ground commitment beyond project development.

Stakeholders

Operating from Saudi Arabia’s capital, the project team will work closely with national stakeholders
including the Ministry of Culture (MOC); the Ministry of Transport and Logistic Services, with Saudi
Arabia Railways (SAR), and the Transport General Authority (TGA); and the Ministry of Tourism, with
Saudi Tourism Authority {STA), and the Tourism Development Fund (TDF), the national enabler of
Saudi Arabia’s tourism sector, to ensure operational readiness and activate cultural and touristic

destinations along the route ahead of the inaugural journeys scheduled for the end of 2026.

As the project advances toward launch, Breschi will oversee the end-to-end setup of Dream of the
Desert in Saudi Arabia, including organisational build-out, regulatory coordination, product
development, distribution, talent development, and operational performance.

National partners

"Working alongside our national partners enables us ta shape a rail expenience that is globally
distinctive yet deeply rooted in Saudi culture - one that celebrates the Kingdom's landscapes,
henitage, and hospitality while setting a new benchmark for experiential travel in the region,”

emphasized Breschi.

Spanning more than 1,300km of Saudi Arabia’s existing railway tracks, the route will activate
destinations across multiple locations, creating new gateways into the country's natural and cultural
landscapes through curated itineraries that blend craftsmanship, storytelling and destination

discovery, a press statement concluded.
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Dream of the Desert Opens Riyadh Headquarters,
Appoints General Manager

May 26 | Economy & Bus

Posted by &

Dream of the Desert, Saudi Arabia’s first ultra-luxury train by Arsenale Group, epened its

permanent headquarters in Riyadh on May 13, 2026, and appointed Raffaele Breschi as General
Manager and CEQ of Arsenale International. The establishment marks the project’s entry into its

delivery phase ahead of its scheduled 2026 debut.

The permanént Riyadh base anchars the project within Saudi Arabia’s tourism and transport
ecosystem and represents Arsenale's first international headquarters. Operating from the
capital, the project team will collaborate with national stakeholders including the Ministry of
Culture, Ministry of Transport and Logistic Services, Saudi Arabia Railways, Transport General
Authority, Ministry of Tourism, Saudi Tourism Authority. and the Tourism Development Fund to

ensure operabional readiness and activate destinations along the route.

Leadership and Operational Focus

Breschi will oversee the complete setup of Dream of the Desert in Saudi Arabia. including
organizational development. regulatory coordination, product development, distribution, talent
development, and operational perfarmance. His background includes senior roles in Middle East
expansion and luxury hospitality development, as well as experience as a Partner at McKinsey &
Company advising globat developers and sovereign entities on large-scale tourism and

hospitality strategies.

"Establishing our headquarters in Riyadh reflects our commitment to building Dream of
the Desert from within the Kingdom. Working ide our national partners enables

us to shape a rail experience that is globally distinctive yet deeply rooted in Saudi
culture,”

Rattasle Breschl, Gonaral Managar of Draam of the Desert

Route and Travel Experience

Dream ol the Desert will span more than 1,300 kilomelers of Saudi Arabia's existing railway
tracks and offer Iimmersive journeys lasting one to three days across the country. The route will
activate destinations across multiple locations, creating gateways inte the Kingdom's natural
and cultural landscapes through curated itineraries that combine refined enboard hospitality

with off-board travel experiences.

The project forms part of Saud| Arabia’'s broader tourism and infrastructure transfermation,
supporting Saudi Vision 2030's objective to position the Kingdom as a leading destination for
high-value, culturally reoted travel. The train will celebrate the Kingdom's landscapes, heritage,

and hospitality while setting a benchmark for experiential travel in the region.

Economic and Workforce Development

Beyond its luxury travel experience, Dream of the Desert will play a socio-economic role in Saudi
Arabia. The project will support hospitality workforce development with emphasis on
Saudization, enable specialized skills transfer in rail-based guest experience operations,
stimulate local supply chains, and contribute to the growth of an experiential tcurism ecosystem

across the country.

About Arsenale Group

Arsenale S.p A, founded in 2020 by Paolo Barletta and Annabel Holding, operates in the luxury
hospitality sector with divisions focused on hotel design and management, and luxury train
cruising. The company expanded internationally beginning in 2023 with four signed projects:
Dream of the Desert in Saudi Arabia, the Samarkand Express in Uzbekistan, Guardian of the Nile
in Egypt, and a luxury train project in the UAE. In September 2025, Arsenale acquired 100
percent of Golden Eagle Luxury Trains Ltd., a historic British company recognized as an

international benchmark in long-distance luxury rail travel.

Lcom for Int ted

The project's priority list is now open via the website dri

travelers seeking details on itineraries and experiences.,
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Saudi Arabia’s first ultra-luxury train
project opens Riyadh HQ ahead of
2026 launch

Sand Anitia’s Do of the Deseet lusury Riyadh
debat

d tho Lnursies initiative 4304

Saudi Arabia's first ultra-luxury train project, Dream of the Desert, has opened its
headquarters in Riyadh as the tourism initiative moves closer to its planned 2026
launch,

The project, developed by A le Group, also d the appointment of Raffaele
Breschi as General Manager of Dream of the Desert and CEO of Arsenale International

The latest milestone marks the next phase of the project’s delivery in Saudi Arabia and
reinforces its role within the Kingdom’s wider tourism and infrastructure

transformation plans under Saudi Vision 2030,

According to Arsenale Group, the new Riyadh head: pres the any’s

Dream of the Desert in Saudi Arabia

The collaboration aims to support operational readiness and activate tourism and
cultural destinations along the route ahead of the inaugural journeys scheduled for the
end of 2026.

Jream of the Degert is designed to redefine luxury vail travel while showcasing Saudi
Arabia’s landsc itali

between one and three days,

heritage and 1 y through immersive journeys lasting

The luxury train experience will span more than 1,300km across Saudi Arabia's existing
railway network and connect multiple destinations through curated itineraries focused

on culture, storytelling and destination discovery.

The project forms part of Saudi Arabia’s broader ambition to position the Kingdom asa
leading destination for high-value and culturally rooted tourism experiences.

As General Manager of Dream of the Desert, Breschi will oversee organisational

first international base outside Italy and reflects a long-term operational commitment

within Saudi Arabia’s tourism and transport ecosystem.

The project team will work alongside Saudi government entities and national
stakeholders including:

Ministry of Culture (MOC)

Ministry of Transport and Logistic Servis
Saudi Arabia Railways (SAR)

Transport General Authority (TGA)
Ministry of Tourism

Saudi Tourism Authority (STA)
Tourism Development Fund (TDF)

regulatory coordination, operational performance, talent development
and product delivery within Saudi Arabia.

Luxury tourism in KSA

Breschi joined Arsenale Group in 2023 following leadership roles focused on Middle
East growth and previously served as a Partner at McKinsey & Company, advising global
developers and sovereign entities on tourism and hospitality strategies.

In parallel with his Saudi role, Breschi has also been appointed CEO of Arsenale
International, where he will oversee the company’s international projects outside Italy.

He said: “Establishing our headquarters in Rivadh reflects our commitment to building
Dream of the Desert from within the Kingdom.

“Working alongside our national partners enables us to shape a rail experience that is
globally distinctive vet deeply rooted in Saudi culture — one that celebrates the
Kingdom's landscapes, heritage, and hospitality while setting a new benchmark for

experiential travel in the region.”

Arsenale Group said the project is also expected to support hospitality workforce
development, contribute to Saudization goals, stimulate local supply chains and

strengthen experiential tourism across Saudi Arabia.

With the Riyadh headquarters now operational, Dream of the Desert continues

preparations for its planned debut at the end of 2026.
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Saudi Arabia’s Dream Of The Desert
Luxury Train Opens Riyadh HQ Before
2026 Launch

Saudi Arabia's first wltra-luxury train project is moving closer to

lawnch.

Kings

romising ravellers a fve-star journey through the

s desert landscapes
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Lunury travel n the Guf is entering a new chapter. Sauct Arabia’s much-talked-about Dream of the Desert
ain preject kas officly opened £ hesdauaners in Riysdh, bringhng he Kingdom ane step closal to
faunching its fst ultra-aoary rall experfence n 2026

ACTOSS 1he UAE, trveliens are areaoy familar with [avish hotels, desert resorts, ana curaned tourism
experiences. But this project teais differsnt. Instesd of flying from cne destinaticn ta another, Dream of the
Desert is designed to skow the KurMay COwn — eTing e train rids tseif into the main attractian.

For amyone who haz driven through the endiess dazert roads between GCC chies, B Ides inztantly makes
sense. Wide cpen landacapes, guiden dines at s.nses, quiet sretches of untouched scenery — Saudi Arabia
8 oW packaging tat experience into & maing luiry 1w oo raik
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1A hasury trabn insgsreg by Arabin hospiaity

2. The journay & oXpectad to bo the real atraction

A Luxury Train Inspired By Arabian Hospitality

The project s being deveoped through a partnership between Saudl Arabia Ralways [SAR) and italy's
Arsenale Group, a company known far kixury hospitality experiences.

The newly opened ityach neadquartaes will aVerses oparations a5 the train Moves towar Its planned 2026
debut. While construction and preparations continue behing the scenes, the project is already becoming one
of the region's Stndout 10Lrism Gevelopments

Unike 2 standard rallway service, Dream of the Desert |5 baing bult 35 n immersive travel experience. Early
visuals reveal interiars filied with wamm eartly 10nes, elegant lextures, and Gesign details inspred by
wacitional Saudi architecture. Think Doutique hotel meats desert msjlis — DUt MovIng BCroas vast adscapes

The train Is expected to feature arcund 40 Nigh-end cabing and sukes, along with luxury dning spaces,
founges, and hospitality services Ihat snowease Saudi cullura in & more Mmodern and efined way.

The Journey Is Expected To Be The Real Attraction

M many pans of e wond, luury ains % (€55 300Ul HANSPEN C 0% ADoU! Storymeting. That same idea
3ppEaT o £t 3 1 certro of Draam of the Desert
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Travedlers on

« Preate uxury sutes
+ Fine drvng expanencas nspired by reglonal tavours
* LouNge and (4 X100 areas

« Pancramic windows overlocking desert landscapes
+ Curated cuitural experiences

* Hign-end personalised hospaliy

For GCC traveliers, especialy UAE residents who reguiarly ook for quick Loiry escapes, e project could
st experence

easily become a fusire bucke

Saudi Arabia Is Rapidly Reshaping Regional Tourism

Qver the last faw years, Sauct Arabia's tourism ambtions have bocome impeastie to ignore. Massive

changed glonal parcaptions of the Kingdom

aw, the country |s moving into experiential toursm — the kind of t
memarable as the oestination ilselr,

vel Whese the journey feels just 3

That =it I omething Dubal travelers understand wall. Azross the UAE, pecpie are Increasingly choasing
periences over traditional hoddays. Desert glamping retreats, wedness resorts, private iskend stays, and
cenk: 18I ournays sroad have 81 grown In popularity

Cream of the Desart fits directly into that trend.
The project 8lso reflects the growing compasiian wihin Gut taurism, Write Dubal remains a global kader i

luxury haspitality, Syudi Arabia (s rapidly creating new attractians that affer something ditferent from the
usLal oty-Dased avel expenience.

Riyadh Is Becoming More Than Just A Business Capital

The apening of the headquarters in Riyach a0 nighights how much the Saudl capeal has transformed in
rBcent years

Once seen mainly a5 3 gavernment and business hub, RYach ks now developing Ko a litestyle destination
fited with now restaurants, entertainment districts, hotels, and cutural Stracticns. Viskors arriving today
OMe finct & city That fees Tar more energetic snd intenations! than expected

The ey train proy

ackds another layer 10 that transformation.

For Sauck Arabis, (ail lourism &80 caries lang-1arm economic value. Luxury rave atiracts high-spending
vishors, crates hosptaity jobs. and encourages tourists 1o spend more time exploring mul
instaad of fiying in and cut quickly.

regions

Ao read: Sauct Arabia s sterfec High In 2025

Launch Preparations Continue For 2026

While the final launch data has not yet been confirmed, Droam of the Desert ls expected to weicome fis first
passengers in 2026

The opening of the Riyadh NEaquUArers SGNals Mal the project is steadily Moving Mom Conoept 10 re
And coce oparational, it coud become cne of the Midcle Easts most unique travel experiences

For travellors across Dubal 599 the UAE, It may soon offer an entirely new wiy to 8xperience Saudi Arabia —
nat through arports and fas tineraries, Dut through siowsr DUrNEys, cramatic desert views, 3nd luaury
hospitality designed around the spint of the regicn.




Saudi Arabia’s Luxury Train Era Starts Here
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Dream of the Desert just opened its Riyadh HQ ahead ot its 2026 launch

Saunl Arabéa s litst ultra-uxury train poject. Dream of the Desert, jLs1 it a majo miles officsally n
Riyach

The the project's oflicial entry ypi 1he highly anticpated 2026 launch. And honestly? This isn't
just another tounsm projact . this gving tul y vibes . g
The praject the appointme! as Genara! Manaper af Dream of the Desert and CED of Arsanle

Intermational. as the team gears up to bring the experence to life

The train wik cffer Immersive cne (o three-day journeys across Saudl Arabia, combiing luxury cnboard hosgitality with curated

att il s cullural ang
And the scale? Massive
The route wil streich acrass more than 1300 km of Saud rasway racks, L] to different through

storytelling, herflage, cullure, and uniorgetlable landscapes

Dream of the Desert & also expected 10 support local tourism, R Y O 10 Saud! Vision
2030's pushito position the Kingdoem as a global uxiry travel destination

Priority regis o Y Il and sate 1o say. this he hotiest
inthe raglon



WebErE

DREAM OF THE DESERT ESTABLISHES RIYADH HEADQUARTERS,
MARKING ENTRY INTO DELIVERY PHASE

tien by Web Release May 14, 2026

Dream of the Desert, Saudi Arabla’s first ultra-luxury train by Arsenale Group, marked a major development milestone
with the opening of its headquarters in Rivadh and the appointment of Raffaele Breschi as General Manager of Dream of
the Desert and CEO of Arsenale International. This step marks the next phase of the project’s defivery in the country,

reinforcing its central role in Saudi Arabia's tourism transformation as it advances toward its 2026 debut

The establishment of a permanent base in Riyadh anchors the project firmly within Saudi Arabia's tourism and transport
ecosystem and marks Arsenale's first international headquarters, underscoring a long-term, on-the-ground commitment

beyond project development,

Operating from Saudi Arabla's capital, the project team will work closely with national stakeholders - including

the Ministry of Culture {MOC); the Ministry of Transport and Logistic Services, with Saudi Arabia Raitways (SAR), and the
Transport General Authority (TGA); and the Ministry of Tourism, with Saudi Tourism Authority (STA), and the Tourism
Development Fund (TDF), the national enabler of Saudi Arabia‘s tourism sector, to ensure operational readiness and
activate cultural and touristic destinations along the route ahead of the inaugural journeys scheduled for the end of
2026.

As the project advances toward launch, Breschi will oversee the end-to-end setup of Dream of the Desert in Saudi
Arabia, including organisational build-out, regulatory coordination, product development, distribution, talent

development, and operational performance.

Breschi brings a strong track record in international expansion and luxury hospitality development. He joined Arsenale
Group in 2023 as part of its global leadership team, following senior roles focused on growth across the Middle East, and
previously served as a Partner at McKinsey & Company, advising global developers and sovereign entities on large-scale

tourism and hospitality strategies,

In parallet ta his role as General Manager of Dream of the Desert, Breschi has been appointed CEOQ of Arsenale

International, where he spearheads all Arsenale projects outside Italy. In this capacity, Dream of the Desert remains a
flagship project within the international portfolio, with his primary focus centered on its successful delivery and launch in

Saudi Arabla.

“Establishing our headguarters in Riyadh reflects our commitment to building Dream of the Desert from within the
Kingdom,” sald Raffaele Breschi, General Manager of Dream of the Desert. "Working alongside our national partners
enables us to shape a rail experience that is globally distinctive yet deeply rooted in Saudi culture — one that celebrates

the Kingdorm's heritage, and

y while setting a new benchmark for expenential travel in the region.”

Designed to redefine luxury rail travel globally while showcasing Saudi Arabia's landscapes, culture and heritage, Dream
of the Desert will offer Immersive, one to three-day journeys across the country, combining refined onboard hospitality
with curated off-board expenences. The project forms part of Saudi Arabia's broader tourism and infrastructure

transformation,

upporting Saudi Vision 2030's ambiticn to position the Kingdom as a leading destination for high-value,
culturally rooted travel.

Spanning more than 1,200 kilometers of Saudi Arabia’s existing railway tracks, the route will activate destinations across
muitiple locations, creating new gateways into the country’s natural and cultural landscapes through curated itineraries

that blend craftsmanship, storytelling and destination discovery,

Beyond its luxury travel experience, Dream of the Desert |s set to play a meaningful socio-econemic role in Saudi Arabia.

The project will support workforce with a strong focus on Saudization, enable speclalised skills

transfer In rali-based guest experience operations, stimuiate local supply chains, and contribute to the continued growth

of an experiential tourism ecosystem across the country.

With its headquarters now established in Riyadh and leadership focused on delivery, Dream of the Dasert moves steadily

toward Its 2026 debut as one of Saudi Arabia's most distinctive luxury experiential travel initiatives.

Prionty List is now open via the website. For details on itineraries & experiences, please

visit www.dreamofthedesert.com
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Dream of the Desert opens Riyadh HQ,
appoints GM
=

Dieam of the Desert, Saud Avabig’s first ultraduxury traan by Arsenale Group marked @ majer development
milestone with the opening of its headquarters in Riyadh end the appointment of Raffaele Breschi as Ganeral

Manager of Dream of the Desent snd CEO of Arsenale Intemational

This marks the next phase of the project’s delivery in the country, reinforcing its central role in Saudi Arobia's
touriem transformation 8s It advances toward its 2026 debut

The establishrment of & permanent bage in Riyadh anchors the project fiemly withn Saudi Arsbig’s 1ourism snd
transpon ecosystem snd marks Arsenale's first intemational headquarters, underscoring a long-term, on-the-
ground commitment beyond project development

Operating from Saudi Arabsa's capital, the project team will wark closely with national stakaholders — incuding
the Ministry of Culture (MOC); the Ministry of Transport and Logistic Services, with Saudi Armabia Radways (SAR),
and the Tranzport General Authority (TGA); and the Miniztry of Tourizm, with Saudi Tourism Authority (STA), and
the Towism Developenen Fund (TDF), the natonal enabler of Ssudi Arsbia's lourism seclor, 10 ensure operational
readiness and activate cultural and tourstic destinations abng the route ahead of the inaugural journeys
schedulad for the end of 2026

As the progect advances toward launch, Breschi will oversee the endto-end setup of Dream of the Desert in Saud)
Arabia, inchiding organizational build-out ragulatory product X talent
development, and coentional performance.

Braschi brings a strang track record in intenational expansion and luxury hospitality development

Ha joined Arssnale Group in 2023 as part of its global leadership 1eam, following aensor roles focused on growth
actoss the Mddie East, and previously sened as a Partoer at McKinsey & Company, advising global developers
and soveregn entities on large-scale tourism and hospialty strategees

In paraliel fo his role as General Manager of Dream of the Desert, Breschi has been appointed CEQ of Arsenale
International, where he spearheads all Arsenale projects outside haly.

In this capacity, Dream of the Desert remains a flagship project within the intematicaal portfolio, with his primary
focus centered on its successful delivery and launch in Saudi Arabia.

“Establshing our headguarters in Riyadh reflects our commitment to budding Dream of the Dasert from within the
Kingdom” said Breschi. “Working alongssde our national partners enables us to shape a rail experience that is
globally destinctive yot deeply rooted in Saudh cultura — cae that celabrates tha Kingdons landscapes, heritage.
and hospitality while setting a new benchmardk for experiential travel in the region * -TradeArabia News Service
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ZAWYA: Dream of the Desert establishes Riyadh
headquarters, marking entry into delivery phase

« Raffaele Breschi appointed General Manager of Dream of the Desert and CEO of
Arsenale International, reinforcing operational momentum ahead of 2026 launch

« Collaboration with national entities accelerates development and destination
activation across Saudi Arabia

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia — Dream of the Desert, Saudi Arabia’s first ultra-luxury train by
Arsenale Group, marked a major development milestone with the opening of its

-

lquarter: Rivadh and the appointment of Raffaele Breschi as General
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Dream of the Desert opens Riyadh HQ, appoints
GM

This marks the next phase of the project’s delivery in the country, reinforcing its
central role in Saudi Arabia

Mey ¥4, 2026

B0 e o

Dream of the Desert, Saudi Arabia’s first ultra-luxury train hy Arsenale Group, marked a mzjor
development milestone with the opening of its headquarters in Riyadh and the appointment of
Raffaele Breschi as General Manager of Dream of the Desert and CEO of Arsenale
international.

This marks the next phase of the project’s gelivery in the country, reinforcing its central role in
Saudi Arabla's tourism transformation as # advances toward s 2026 debut.

The establishment of a permanent base In Riyadh anchors the project firmly within Saudi
ArBhI’s tourism and ransport ecosystem and marks Arsenale’s firstinternational
headquarters, uncersconng al term, on-the ol L ¥ u beyowd project
development

Operating from Saudi Arabia’s capital, the project team will vork dosely with national
stakehoiders — Including the Ministry of Culture (MOCY the Ministry of Transport and Logistic
Senices, with Soudi Arabia Railwvays (SAR), ond the Transport General Authority [TGA); and the
Ministey of Tourism, with Saudi Tourism Authority (STA|, and the Tourism Development Fund
(TDR). the national enabler of Saudi Arabla’s tourism sector, to ensure operational readiness
and activate cultural and touristic destinations along the route ahead of the inaugural journeys
scheduled forthe end of 2026.

As the project advances toward launch, Breschi will oversee the end-o-end setup of Dream
of the Desert in Saud Arabia. including organisational build-out. regulatory coordination,

product development. distribution, talent development, and operational performance

Breschi brings a strong track record m international expansion and luxury hospitality
development

Ho joined Arsenale Group in 2023 85 part of its global leadership team, following senior roles
fooused on growth acress the Micdle East, and previously served as a Partner at McKinsey &
Compary, advising clobal developers and savereign entities on large-scale tourlsm and
hospitality sirategies.

In paraliel ta his role as General Manager of Dream of the Desert, Breschi has been appointed
CEQ of Arsenale international, where he spearheads all Arsenale projects cutsice tady,

Inthis capacity, Dream of the Desert remains a fiagship project withinthe international
portiolio, with his primary focus centered on its successful delivery and launch in Sauci Arabia

“Establishing our headguarters in Riyadn reflects our commitment to building Dream of the
Desert from within the Kingdom,” said Breschl. "Working alongside our national partners
enables us to shape a 1] experience that is globally distinctive yet deeply rooted in Soudi
cufture —one that celebrates the Kingdom'’s lanciscapes, heritage, and hospiality while setting
anew benchmark for experiential travel in the region”
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Dream of the desert establishes riyadh headquarters, marking entry into delivery phase

> Riyadh h hors project within Saudi Arabia's tourism and transport ecosystom

» Raffaele Breschi appoil General ger of Dream of the Desert and CEO of i 9
ahead of 2026 launch

» C ion with entities and i across Saudi Arabia

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia - 14, 2026: Dream of the Desert, Saudi Arabia's first ultra-luxury train by Arserale Group, marked a major development milestene
with the opening of its headquartars in Riyadh and the appeintment of Raffasle Breschi as General Manager of Dreamn of the Desart and CEO of Arsenale
International, This step marks the next phase of the project’s delivery in the country, reinforcing its central role in Saudi Arabia's tourism transformation as
it advances toward its 2026 debut

The establishment of a permanent base in Riyadh anchors the project firmly within Saudi Arabia’s tourism and transport ecosystem and marks Arsenale’s
first international headquarters, underscoring a long-term, on-the-ground cormnmitment beyond project development

Operating from Saudi Arabla's capital, the project team will work closely with national stakeholders - including the Ministry of Culture (MOC), the Ministry
of Transport and Logistic Services, with Saudi Arabia Railways (SAR), and the Transport General Authority (TGA), and the Ministry of Tourism, with Saud|
Tourlsm Authority STA), and the Tourism Development Fund {TOF), the national enabler of Saudi Arabia's tourlsm sector, 10 ensure operational readiness
and activate cultural and touristic destinations along the route ahead of the inaugural journeys scheduled for the end of 2026.

As the project advances toward launch, Breschi will oversee the end-to-end setup of Dream of the Desert in Saudi Arabia, including organisational build-
out, regulatery coordination, product develepment, distribution, talent development, and operational performance.,

Breschi brings a strong track record in international expansion and luxury hospitality development. He joined Arsenale Group in 2023 as part of its global
leadership team, following senior roles focused on growth across the Middle East, and previously served as a Partner at McKinsey & Company, advising
global developers and sovereign entities on large-scale tourism and hospitality strategies.

In parallel to his role as General Manager of Dream of the Desert, Breschi has been appointed CEQ of Arsenale International, where he spearheads all
Arsenale projects outside Italy. In this capacity, Dream of the Desert remains a flagship project within the international portfolio, with his primary focus
centered on its successful delivery and launch in Saudi Arabia.

Establishing our headquarters in Riyadh reflects our commitment to building Dream of the Desert from within the Kingdom," said Raffaele Breschi,
General Manager of Dream of the Desert. 'Working alangside our national partners enables us to shape a rail experience that is globally distinctive yet
deeply rooted in Saudi culture - one that celebrates the Kingdom's landscapes, heritage, and hospitality while setting a new benchmark for experiential
travel in the region."

Designed to redefine luxury rail travel glotally while shawcasing Saudi Arabia's landscapes, culture and heritage, Dream of the Desert will offer immersive,
one to three-day journeys across the country, combining refined onboard hospitality with curated off-board experiences. The project forms part of Saudi
Arabia's broader tourism and infrastructure transformation, supporting Saudi Vision 2030's ambition to position the Kingdom as a leading destination for
high-value, culturally rooted travel.

Spanning more than 1,300 kilometers of Saudi Arabia's existing railway tracks, the route will activate destinations across multiple locations, creating new
gateways into the country's natural and cultural landscapes through curated tineraries that blend craftsmanship, storytelling and destination discovery,

Beyond its luxury travel experience, Dream of the Desert is set to play a meaningful socio-economic role In Saudi Arabia. The project will support hospitality
workforce development, with a strong fecus on Saudization, enable specialised skills transfer in rail-based guest experience operations, stimulate local
supply chains, and contribute to the continued growth of an experiential tourism ecosystem across the country,

With its headquarters now established in Riyadh and leadership focused on delivery, Dream of the Desert moves steadily toward its 2026 debut as one of
Saudi Arabia's most distinctive luxury experiential travel initiatives.
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Saudi luxury train project enters delivery phase ahead of 2027 launch

Saudi Arabia’s first ultra-luxury train project, Dream of the Desert, has entered

its delivery phase with the opening of a permanent headquarters in Riyadh and the
appointment of hospitality executive Raffaele Breschi as General Manager ahead of
the project’s planned 2026 launch.

The project, developed by Italy’s Arsenale Group in collaboration with Saudi Arabia
Railways (SAR), forms part of the Kingdom’s wider tourism and transport
transformation under Vision 2030 and is designed to position rail travel as a premium
experiential tourism offering.

The establishment of a Riyadh headquarters marks Arsenale’s first international base
outside Italy and signals a longer-term operational commitment within Saudi Arabia’s
tourism ecosystem beyend project development alone.

Dream of the Desert is expected to offer one- to three-day luxury rail journeys across
Saudi Arabia, combining onboard hospitality with curated tourism experiences tied to
the Kingdom’s landscapes, heritage and cultural destinations.

Multiple tourism destinations

The route will span more than 1,300 kilometres across Saudi Arabia’s existing railway
network and is expected to activate multiple tourism destinations through
itineraries focused on heritage, storytelling and experiential travel

Project teams based in Riyadh will support operational readiness ahead of the
inaugural journeys scheduled for the end of 2026. Breschi, who joined Arsenale
Group in 2023 after previous leadership roles across the Middle East and earlier
experience at McKinsey & Company, will oversee regulatory coordination,
operational setup, product development, distribution, talent development,
performance management for the Saudi launch.

"Establishing our headquarters in Riyadh reflects our commitment to building Dream
of the Desert from within the Kingdom,” Breschi said.

The company said the project is also expected to support hospitality workforce
development and Saudisation while contributing to local supply chains and the
growth of experiential tourism across the Kingdom.

Dream of the Desert joins a wider push across the Gulf to expand luxury and
experience-led tourism infrastructure tied to rail, hospitality and destination
development.

Arsenale currently operates luxury hospitality and rail tourism projects across
muitiple international markets, including Italy, Egypt, Uzbekistan and the UAE.

Priority registrations for Dream of the Desert are now open through the project
website ahead of its scheduled debut next year.
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Dream of the Desert Establishes Riyadh HQ, Enters Delivery

Permanent Riyadh headquarters anchors project within Saudi Arabia’s tourism and transport

ecosystem

Raffaele Breschi appointed General Manager of Dream of the Desert and CEQ of Arsenale

International, reinforcing operational momentum shead of 2026 launch

Collaboration with national entities accelerates development and destination activation across
Saudi Arabia

Riyadh : Dream of the Desert, Saud| Arabia's first ultra-luxury train by Arsenale Group, marked a
major development milestone with the opening of its headquarters in Riyadh and the appointment
of Raffaele Breschi as General Manager of Dream of the Desert and CEO of Arsenale International
This step marks the next phase of the project’s delivery in the country, reinforcing its central role in
Saudi Arabia’s tourism transformation as it advances toward its 2026 debut

The establishment of a permanent base In Riyadh anchors the project firmly within Saudi Arabia’s
tourism and transport ecosystem and marks Arsenale’s first international headquarters,
underscoring a long-term, en-the-ground commitment beyond project development

Operating from Saudi Arabia's capital, the project team will work closely with national stakeholders
— including the Ministry of Culture (MOC); the Ministry of Transport and Logistic Services, with
Saudi Arabia Railways {SAR), and the Transport General Authority (TGA); and the Ministry of
Tourism, with Saudi Tourism Authority (STA), and the Tourism Development Fund (TDF), the
national enabler of Saudi Arabia’s tourism sector, to ensure operational readiness and activate
cultural and touristic destinations along the route ahead of the inaugural journeys scheduled for the
end of 2026,

As the project advances toward launch, Breschi vall oversee the end-to-end setup of Dream of the
Desert in Saudi Arabia, including organisational build-out, regulatory coordination, product
development, distribution, talent development, and operational performance

Breschi brings a strong track record in international expansion and luxury hospitality development.
He joined Arsenale Group in 2023 as part of its global leadership team, following senior roles
focused on growth across the Middle East, and previously served as a Partner at McKinsey &
Company, advising glabal developers and sovereign entities on large-scale tourism and hospitality
strategies.

In parallel to his role as General Manager of Dream of the Desert, Breschi has been appointed CEOQ
of Arsenale International, where he spearheads all Arsenale projects outside Italy, In this capacity,
Dream of the Desert remains a flagship project within the international portfolio, with his primary

focus centered on its successful delivery and launch in Saudi Arabia

“Establishing our headquarters in Riyadh reflects our commitment to building Dream of the Desert
from within the Kingdom," said Raffaele Breschi, General Manager of Dream of the

Desert. "Working alongside our national partners enables us to shape a rail experience that is
globally distinctive yet deeply rooted in Saudi culture — one that celebrates the Kingdom's
landscapes, heritage, and hospitality while setting a new benchmark for experiential travel in the

region.”

Designed to redefine luxury rail travel globally while showcasing Saudi Arabia's landscapes, culture
and heritage, Dream of the Desert will offer inmersive, one to three-day journeys across the
country, combining refined onboard hospitality with curated off-board experiences. The project
forms part of Saudi Arabia’s broader tourism and infrastructure transformation, supporting Saudi
Vision 2030’s ambition to position the Kingdom as a leading destination for high-value, culturally

rooted travel.

Spanning more than 1,300 kilometers of Saudi Arabia’s existing railway tracks, the route will
activate destinations across multiple locations, creating new gateways into the country's natural
and cultural landscapes through curated itineraries that blend craftsmanship, starytelling and
destination discovery,

Beyond its luxury travel experience, Dream of the Desert is set to play a meaningful sccio-
economic role in Saudi Arabia. The project will support hospitality workforce development, with a
strong focus on Saudization, enable specialised skills transfer in rail-based guest experience
operations, stimulate local supply chains, and contribute to the continued growth of an experiential

tourism ecosystem across the country.

With its headguarters now established in Riyadh and leadership focused on delivery, Dream of the
Desert moves steadily toward its 2026 debut as one of Saudi Arabia’s most distinctive luxury
experiential travel initiatives.
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Saudi Arabia’s first ultra-luxury train
project opens Riyadh HQ ahead of 2026
launch

By sdmin  16kovetns, 2026 ®0 Wg
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Saudi Arabia’s Dream of the Desert luxury train project opens Riyadh
headquarters as the tourism initiative advances toward a 2026 debut

By

Saud| Arabla’s first ultra-luxury train project, Dream of the Desert, has opened its
headquarters In Riyadh as the tourism initiative moves closer to its planned 2026 launch.

The project, developed by Arsenale Group, also announced the appointment of Raffaele
Breschi as General Manager of Dream of the Desert and CEQ of Arsenale International.

The latest milestone marks the next phase of the project’s delivery in Saudi Arabia and
relnforces its role within the Kingdom's wider tourism and infrastructure transformation
plans under Saudi Vision 2030.

According to Arsenale Group, the new Riyadh headquarters represents the company’s first
International base outside Italy and reflects a long-term operational commitment within
Saud| Arabia’s tourism and transport ecosystem.

The project team will work alongside Saudi government entities and national stakeholders
Including:

Ministry of Culture (MOC)

Ministry of Transport and Logistic Services

= Saudi Arabia Rallways (SAR)

Transport General Authority (TGA)

Ministry of Tourism

Saudi Tourism Authority (STA)

Tourism Development Fund (TDF)

Dream of the Desert in Saudi Arabia

The collaboration aims to support operational readiness and activate tourism and cultural
destinations along the route ahead of the Inaugural journeys scheduled for the end of
2026.

Dream of the Desert is designed to redefine luxury rail travel while showcasing Saudi
Arabia’s landscapes, heritage and hospitality through immersive journeys lasting between
one and three days.

The luxury train experience wlil span more than 1,300km across Saudi Arabla’s existing
rallway network and connect multiple destinations through curated itineraries focused on
culture, storytelling and destination discovery.

The project forms part of Saudi Arabla‘s broader ambition to position the Kingdom as a
leading destination for high-value and culturally rooted tourism experiences,

As General Manager of Dream of the Desert, Breschi will oversee organisational
development, regulatory coordination, operational performance, talent development and
product dellvery within Saudl Arabia.
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Dream of the Desert opens Riyadh HQ and
appoints GM ahead of Saudi debut

The project is expected to support tourism activation along its Saudi route

oo EHER
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Dream of the Desert has epened its headquarters in Riyadh and appointed Raffaele
Breschi as general manager of Dream of the Desert and CEO of Arsenale
nlermnatio lal.

The development marks the next phase of delivery for the project in the Kingdom
ahead of its planned debut at the end of 2026. The Riyadh headquarters will serve
as Arsenale Group's first international headguarters and give the project a
permanent base within Saudi Arabia’s lourism and transport ecosystem.

From Riyadh, the Dream of the Desert team will work with its national
stakeholders to prepare for launch, including the Ministry of Culture, the Ministry
of Transport and Logistic Services, Saudi Arabia Railways, the Transport General
Authority, the Ministry of Tourism, the Saudi Tourism Authority and the Tourism
Development Fund.

The work will focus on operational readiness and the activation of cultural and
tourism destinations along the train’s route before the inaugural journeys begin.

Leadership appointment

Breschi will oversee
the full setup of
Dream of the Desert
in Saudi Arabia. His
remit includes
organisational
build-out, regulatory
coordination,
product
development,
distribution, talent
development and
operational
performance

Breschi's past
experience spans
international
expansion and
luxury hospitality
development. He
joined Arsenale
Group in 2023 as
part of its global
leadership team.
Before that, he held senior roles focused on growth across the Middle East and was
previously a partner at McKinsey & Company, where he advised global developers
and sovereign entities on tourism and hospitality strategies.

Alongside his role as general manager of Dream of the Desert, Breschi has also
been appointed CEO of Arsenale International. In that position, he will lead
Arsenale projects outside Italy. Dream of the Desert remains a flagship project
within the company’s international portfolio, with Breschi’s primary focus centred
on its delivery and launch in Saudi Arabia.

Breschi said: “Establishing our headquarters in Riyadh reflects our commitment to
building Dream of the Desert from within the Kingdom. Working alongside our
national partners enables us to shape a rail experience that is globally distinctive
yet deeply rooted in Saudi culture, one that celebrates the Kingdom's landscapes,
heritage and hospitality while setting a new benchmark for experiential travel in
the region”

Luxury rail journeys and economic impact

Dream of the
Desert is Saudi
Arabia's first ultra-
luxury train and
has been designed
to showcase Saudi
Arabia's
landscapes,
culture and
heritage through
luxury rail travel
The train will offer
one to three-day
journeys across
the country,
combining
onboard
hospitality with
off-board
experiences.

The project forms part of Saudi Arabia’s tourism and infrastructure transformation
under Saudi Vision 2030, which aims to position the Kingdom as a destination for
high-value, culture-led travel

The route will cover more than 1,300 kilometres of Saudi Arabia's existing railway

4 i Winle 1

across

tracks. It will and create new

access points into the country’s natural and cultural landscapes.

Its itineraries are being developed around craftsmanship, storytelling and
destination discovery, with the project intended to support tourism activation
across the route

Beyond the guest experience, Dream of the Desert is also expected to contribute to
Saudi Arabia's tourism economy. The project will support hospitality workforce
development, with a focus on Saudisation, and enable skills transfer in rail-based
guest experience operations.

1t is also expected to stimulate local supply chains and contribute to the growth of
the country's experiential tourism sector

With its Riyadh headquarters now established and leadership in place, Dream of
the Desert is moving toward its 2026 launch as one of Saudi Arabia’s upcoming
luxury experiential travel projects
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Arsenale Group opens HQ in Riyadh for Dream of the
Desert rail project

As the project advances toward launch, Raffaele Breschi GM of Dream of the Desert and CEQ of

Arsenale International will oversee the end-to-end setup

By Staff Writer

May 18, 2026

Dream of the Desert, Saudi Arabia’s first ultra-luxury train by Arsenale Group, marked a major

development milestene with the opening of its headquarters in Riyadh and the appointment of
Raffaele Breschi as General Manager of Dream of the Desert and CEOQ of Arsenale International.
This step marks the next phase of the project’s delivery in the country, reinforcing its central role in

Saudi Arabia’s tourism transformation as it advances toward its 2026 debut.

The establishment of a permanent base in Riyadh anchors the project firmly within Saudi Arabia’s
tourism and transport ecosystem and marks Arsenale's first international headquarters,

underscoring a long-term, on-the-ground commitment beyond project development,

QOperating from Saudi Arabia’s capital, the project team will work closely with national stakeholders
—inctuding the Ministry of Culture [MOCI; the Ministry of Transport and Logistic Services, with Saudi
Arabia Railways |SARI, and the Transport General Authority [TGA); and the Ministry of Tourism, with
Saudi Tourism Authority ISTA), and the Tourism Development Fund [TDF), the national enabler of
Saudi Arahia’s tourism sector. to ensure operational readiness and activate cultural and touristic

destinations atong the route ahead of the inaugural journeys scheduled for the end of 2026.

As the project advances toward launch, Breschiwill oversee the end-to-2nd setup of Dream of the
Desert in Saudi Arabia. including organisational build-out, regulatory coordination, product

development, distribution, talent development, and operational performance.

Breschi brings a strong track record in international exgansion and tuxury hospitality development
He joined Arsenale Group in 2023 a5 part of its global leadership team, following senior roles
focused on growth across the Middle East, and previously served as a Partner at McKinsey &
Company, advising glabal developars and sovereign entities on large-scale tourism and hospitality

strategies

In parallel to his role as General Manager of Dream of the Desert, Breschi has been appointed CEO
of Arsenale International, where he spearheads all Arsenale projects outside [taly. In this capacity,
Oream of the Desert remains a flagship project within the international portfoiio, with his primary

focus centered on its successful delivery and launch in Saudi Arabia

“Establishing our headquarters in Riyadh reflects our commitment to buitding Dream of the Desert
fram within the Kingdom,” said Raffaele Breschi, General Manager of Dream of the

Desert, "Working alongside our national partners enables us to shaps a rail experience that is
globally distinctive yet deeply rooted in Saudi culture - one that celebrates the Kingdom's
landscapes, heritage, and hospitality while setting a new benchmark for experiential travel in the

region.”

Designed to redeline luxury rail travel globally while showcasing Saudi Arabia’s landscapes, cullure
and heritage, Dream of the Desert will offer immersive, one ta three-day journeys across the
country, combining refined onboard hospitality with curated ofi-board experiences. The project
forms part of Saudi Arabia’s broader tourism and infrastructure transformatien, supporting Saudi
Vision 2030's ambitien te position the Kingdom as a leading destination for high-value, culturally

rocted travel.

Spanning more than 1,300 kilometers of Saudi Arabia's existing railway tracks, the route will activate
destinations across multiple locations, creating new gateways into the country's natural and cultural
landscapes through curated itineraries that blend craftsmanship, storytelling and destination

discovery.

Beyond its luxury travel experience, Dream of the Desert Is set to play 3 meaningful socio-economic
role in Saudi Arabia. The project will support hospitality workforce development, with 3 strong focus
on Saudization, enable specialised skills transfer in rail-based guest experience operations,
stimulate local supply chains, and contribute to the continued growth of an experiential tourism

ecosystem acrass the country,

With its headquarters now established in Riyadh and leadership tocused on delwery, Draam of the
Desert moves steadily toward its 2026 debut a5 one of Saudi Arabia’s most distinctive luxury

experiential travel initiatives.
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Saudi Arabia’s first ultra-luxury train project, Dream of the Desert, has opened its
headquarters in Riyadh as the tourism initiative moves closer to its planned 2026
launch,

The project, developed by A le Group, also d the appoi of Raffaele
Breschi as General Manager of Dream of the Desert and CEO of Arsenale Infernational.

The latest milestone marks the next phase of the project’s delivery in Saudi Arabia and
reinforces its role within the Kingdom's wider fourism and infrastructure transformation plans

under Saudi Vision 2030,

According 1o Arsenale Group, the new Riyadh head the s first
international base outside Haly and reflects a long- | within Saudi
Arabia’s tourism and transport ecosystem.

The project team will work alongside Saudi gavernment entities and national stakeholders
including:

Ministry of Culture (MOC)

Ministry of Transport and Logistic Services
o Saudi Arabia Railways (SAR)

Transport General Authority (TGA)

* Ministry of Tourism

Saudi Tourism Authonty (STA)

Tourism Development Fund (TDF)

The collaboration aims fo support operational readiness and activate tourism and cultural
destinations along the route ahead of the inaugural journeys scheduled for the end of 2026.

Dream of the Desert is designed to redefine luxury rail travel while showcasing Saudi
Arabia’s landscapes, heritage and hospitality through immersive journeys lasting between

one and three days.

The luxury frain experience will span more fhan 1,300km across Saudi Arabia’s existing
railway network and connect multiple destinations through curated itineraries focused on
culture, storytelling and destination discovery,

The project forms part of Saudi Arabia’s broader ambition fo position the Kingdom as a
leading destination for high-value and culturally rooted tourism experiences.

As General Manager of Dream of the Desert, Breschi will oversee organisational

Looat { i
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| performance, talent development and

product delivery within Saudi Arabia.
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Dream of the Desert luxury train
opens headquarters in Riyadh

The train was built by Italy’s Arsenale Group, with passengers paying $4,000
to 828,000 for the 1,300-kilometer trip across the Saudi desert

FAYEZ NURELDINE/A

Gueests stand outstde a model carriage of the train that's @ Saudi version of the Oricnt Express

Saudi Arabia’s ultra-luxurious Dream of the Desert unveiled its Rivadh
headquarters and announced the appointment of Raffaele Breschi as General
Manager and CEO of Arsenale International, overseeing the project.

The train was conceived as the kingdom’s answer...
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<t within the international portfolio, with his primary focus centered on its

successful delivery and launch in Saudi Arabia

“Establishing our headquarters in Rivadh reflects our commitment to building

Dream of hi, General

the Desert from within the Kingdom," said Raffacle Br
"Working
enables us to shape a rail experience that is globally distinctive yet deeply rooted

mn S

Manager of Dream of the Deser ngside our national partners

udi culture - one that celebrates the Kingdom's landscapes, heritage, and

haspitality while setting a new benchmark for experiential travel in the region.”

ADQUARTERS, MARKING ENTRY INTO DELIVERY PHASE

globally while abia’s

howeasing Saud

ream of the Des Il pffer immersive, one to

nh

with cura

broader t sm and infra

2040 ion to position the Kir e,

culturally reoted travel

)y kalometers of

S

nning 11

Saudi Arabi ing railway tracks,

the rout stinations across multiple g new

gateways into the country’s natural and cultural lar

hrough curated

itineraries that blend craftsma

meaningfi audi Arabin. T

hospitalit nt. with a strong foc

ssfer in rail-based guest experie

supply chaing, and contribute to the continued g
tourism ecosystem across the country.

With its hea

ors now established in Riyadh and Je ip focused an

d its 2026 debut as one of
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Riyadh Becomes Hub for Saudi Arabia’s Luxury Rail
Tourism with Dream of the Desert, Get the Details Here

Astrategic move highlighting the rising significance of the Kingdom In terms of global taurism
invelves setting up headquarters for the ultra-fuxury train project 'Dream of the Desert' in Riyadh,

Desert's headquarters is a key stage in the delivery process

The establishment of the Dream of th

leading to the inauguration of the project in Saudi Arabia.
These headquarters will function as the center from where all aperations of Dream of the Desert,
dministered. The dec

tional framework related to the field of B tra

on shows how the project is

the very first luxury trainin the Kingdom, can b

being ticd in with the wider gl through cultural,

transportation, and econamic aspects,

Tourism transformation in Saudi Arabiais anintegral part of national plans for developi

g more

options for visiting the country, and attracting valuable tourists through these offerings. The choice

of lacation for establishing Dream of the Desert's headquarters signifies the need for innovative

travel experiences to ate international recognition of the country,

Coordination With National Stakeholders

Operating from Rivadh. the project team will collaborate closely with several governmental bedies

sibte for culture, transport and tourism. These partnerships aim to ensure that the rail

omes fully operational in coordination with local infrastructure developl

respor

ents and

ExXperence bec

cultural attractions along its route,

Keyareas of coordination include regulatory alignment, destination readiness and integration with

li Arabia s broader tourism ecosystem. By engaging with ministries responsi ble for transport and

logistics. culture and tourism development, the initiative is being positioned not anly as a transport

innovation but a5 a cultural gateway linking cities, regions and heritage sites throughout the country.

This collaboration reflects a deepening emphasis on public-private engagement as Saud| Arabia
continues ta bulld capacity in experiential tourism and hospitality sectors
Luxury Rail Travel Designed to Showcase the Kingdom

Dreamof the Desert is conceived as a luxury rail experience that highlishts Saudi Arabia’s diverse

he design and delivery of the service aim to
ombine curated anboard hospitality with

landscapes, heritage sites and cultural narratives,

attracttra

ellers seeking refined travel experiences that c

immersive 74 EXcursions,
ionsof Saudi Arabia's

known natural and cultural

The rail journeys planned under the initiative will traverse extensive

thlesse

existing railway netviork, connecting major urban centres

lardiscapes. These journeys are anticipated to span expansive desert terrain, historic towns,

tes and coastal regions, offering visitors a compeehensive view of the Kingdom's

i and cultural range

rents of ipcal craftsmanship,

sengers will experience tallored itinerarles that integrate e
storytelling and destination discovery, Onboard services are set toinclude high-end hospitatity,
dining experiences and curated entertainment, while off-train activities are expected to draw on the

rich heritage and ervironmental diversity of Saudi Arabia.

This model of travelis consistent with glabal trends in bespoke tourism, where luxury and

authenticity are integrated to provide visitors with deeper cantextual engagement in destination

settings.
Stimulating Tourism and Economic Ecosystems

economic fra
expertice within the Kingdam,

s, emphasis is being placed on developing specialised skills relevant to fuxury
ased tourism, Training and

As part of these ¢
travel operations, including guest services tied di

professional development initiatives tied to the wider tourism sectar are anticipated to foster

competencles that align with international haspltality stardards.

Furthermare, the project is expected to stimuiate local supply chains, with opgortunities emerging

far businge

service provision, culinary production, logistics and cuftural programming
m nodes along the rallway route, the initiative seeks to generate
Onomic activity in areas that have histarically seen limited tcurism investment

These integrated sooio-economic centributions underscore the multi-layered impact that large-scale

travel init < can have on destination development, community engagement and emplayment
ECOsystems.

Positioning Saudi Arabia in Global Luxury Travel

esert aligns with broader efforts by Saudi Arabia to position itself as a

The arrival of Dream of th

destination for high-value travel that resonates wit

international audiences. With a legacy of

histarical sibes, desert larddscapes, Red Sea coastlings and cultural heritage, the Kingdom has the

ngredients to anchar new forms of travel experiences.

Luxury rail tourism, as exemplified by Dream of the Desert, represents a diversification of trave!

ferings that moves beyend conventional resort stays or city itineraries. Instead, it introduces a

farmat that can link disparate regions inte cohesive travel narratives — a formula that has proven

ences elsewhere but remains distinct within the Middle E

successhul in luxury e

By situating the headquarters in Rivadh, the project emphasises its long-term commitment to being

embedded within Saudi Arabéa's tourism landscape. The capital city itself is undergoing rapid cultural

and infrastructural transfarmation, with expanded international flight cannectivity, growing arts and

culture programming, and new hosgitality ventures opening acrass the city.

This dynamic erwircnment sugments the rail project’s potential impact. positioning Riyadh not only
ay ta the Kingdom but also 2s an operational hub for ambitious trav

nitiati

Linking Heritage and Contemporary Travel Innovation

The h
discoveries indicating that people have been traveling around the Azabian Penins

of Saudi Arabia is Billed with ancient trade routes, settlements. and archaeol

for thousands ot

years, The de oment of rail systems in modern times, represented by projects like Dream of the

Desert, can b oviated with today's travel ared the experience of being on the move.

Being aligned with the objectives of national tourismin Saudi Arabia, Dream of the Desertis an
illustration of the Kingdom's

rhile at the same Lime attracting the international market with their cultural value and

levant at

spiration to develop its position in industries v

home

significance.

While moving forward ta providing services to the pablic, the key focus of the praject would lie in

ite ta the ereation of the

understanding how it would deliver the pramised experiences and contri

Kingdom's image an the international travel market in the context of the initiative

ram of the 